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The   WORKS  of  VOLTAIRE 


•  *Bttmit9n  two  servant m  of  Humtmity,  wha  appeared 
eighteen  hundred  year*  apart,  there  is  a  mysterious 
reiatum.  *  *  #  *  Let  us  say  it  with  a 
senlinumt  of  profound  respect:  JESUS  WEPT: 
VOLTAIRE  SMILED.  Of  that  divine  tear  and  of 
that  human  smile  is  composed  the  sweetness  of  the  present 
ctviiiMatiOH,' 
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Vol.  XVll  — Part  I 
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T  T'OLTAIRE  spent  a  happy  mODth  In  1753  as  the 
*  guest  of  the  Duchess  of  Saxe-Gotha,  who  ex- 
pressed regret  that  there  was  no  popular  history  of 
the  German  Empire,  such  as  might  intensify  her  son's 
interest  Jo  the  deeds  of  his  ancestors.  The  wish  was 
accepted  as  a  command  by  the  courtly  guest,  who 
forthwith  began  the  remarkable  compendium  of  his- 
torical facts,  sketches,  criticisms,  and  cogent  reflections 
which  form  these  "Annals."  "The  world  abounds 
with  troubles  and  with  crimes  (he  wrote  to  the 
Duchess),  and  history  is  no  other  than  a  picture  of 
the  outrages  and  distress  of  mankind."  The  popu- 
larity of  his  "Age  of  Louis  XIV."  led  to  the  unau- 
thorized issue  of  three  editions  of  the  "Annals" 
within  a  month  of  its  appearance,  from  which  he 
not  only  received  no  profit,  but  probably  sustained 
loss. 
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ANNALS   OF   THE   EMPIRE 

ntOM  THE  TIMR   OF 

CHARLEMAGNE. 


INTRODUCTION. 

Of  all  the  revolutions  which  have  changed  the 
face  of  (he  earth,  that  alone  which  transferred  the 
empire  of  the  Romans  to  Chartcmagne  seems  to 
have  been  just,  if  the  word  "j«st"  may  be  pro- 
nounced of  events  which  partook  so  much  of  vio- 
lence. Charlemagne  was  actually  called  to  the 
empire  by  the  voice  of  the  Roman  people,  whom 
be  had  at  once  saved  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Lom- 
bards and  the  negligence  of  the  eastern  emperors. 

This  is  the  great  epoch  of  the  western  nations ;  at 
this  time  a  new  order  of  government  began,  the 
fotmdation  of  the  temporal  power  of  the  Church; 
for  no  bishop  in  tJie  East  had  ever  been  a  prince,  or 
possessed  any  of  the  rights  of  royalty.  This  new 
Roman  empire  bore  no  resemblance  to  that  of  the 
first  Cstsars.  In  these  annals  will  be  seen  tlie  true 
nature  of  this  empire,  how  the  Roman  pontiffs 
acquired  that  temporal  power  with  which  Ihcy  have 
been  so  much  reproached;   how  so  many  western 
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bishops,  especially  those  of  Germany,  erected  them- 
selves into  sovereigns;  and  in  what  manner  the 
Roman  people  struggled  to  preserve  their  liberty 
between  the  emperors  and  popes  who  disputed  with 
one  another  the  dominion  of  Rome. 

All  the  West,  since  the  fifth  century,  was  either 
barbarous  or  desolate;  so  many  nations,  formerly 
subdued  by  the  ancient  Romans,  had  at  least  lived 
till  the  fifth  century  in  a  state  of  happy  subjection. 
Tt  is  a  singular  example  in  all  ages,  that  conquerors 
should  have  built  for  the  conquered  those  vast  baths, 
amphitheatres,  and  highways,  which  no  nation  since 
those  times  has  even  presumed  to  imitate ;  there 
was  in  effect  but  one  people;  the  Latin  language, 
in  the  time  of  Theodosius,  was  spoken  from  Cadiz  to 
the  Euphrates;  trade  was  carried  on  from  Rome 
to  TriiT  and  Alexandria  with  more  ease  than  many 
provinces  now  find  in  trafficking  with  their  next 
neighliors;  even  the  tributes,  though  burdensome, 
were  much  less  intolerable  than  since  that  time, 
when  the  people  are  obliged  to  pay  for  the  luxury, 
and  undergo  the  violence  of  so  many  particular 
masters.  Let  us  only  compare  the  state  of  Paris, 
while  governed  by  Julian,  the  philosopher,  with  its 
situation  a  Iiundreil  and  fifty  years  after.  Let  us 
ctinsitlcr  Trier,  the  largest  city  of  the  Gauls,  in  the 
time  of  Tlieixlosius,  when  it  was  called  a  second 
Rome,  and  then  obser\-e  the  state  of  that  city  after 
the  inundation  of  the  Barbarians.  Autun,  under 
Constantine.  contained  fi\"e  and  twentx-  thousand 
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I     muteis   of  families:  Aries  W3s  still  more  populous. 

H  Tbc  Barbarians  brought  along'  with  them  devasta- 
tion, poverty,  and  ignorance.  The  franks  were  of 
I  the  number  of  those  famished  and  ferocious  people, 
"yrho  ran  to  the  pillage  of  the  empire.  They  subsisted 
upon  rapine  ami  thcfl,  althougli  the  country  in  which 
U)e>'  settled  was  vcr>'  fair  anil  fcnilc.  They  did  not 
know  how  to  cultivate  the  lands.     That  country  is 

B     marked  in  an  ancient  chart  still  preserved  at  Venice. 

'  There  we  see  the  Franks  settled  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Main  as  far  as  Friesland,  and  in  part  of  West- 
phalia, the  Franci  seu  Chamazi.  It  is  l>y  means  of 
the  ancient  Romans,  and  them  only,  that  we  have  a 
distinct  notion  of  our  own  ori^rin.  The  Franks  then 
were  part  of  those  iieoplc  called  Saxon?,  who  inhab- 
ited Westphalia :  and  when  Charlemagne  made  war 
upon  them  three  hundred  years  after,  he  extermi- 
nated the  descendants  of  hts  own  ancestors. 

Those  tribes  of  I^rank-s,  of  which  the  Saltans  were 
the  most  illustrious,  established  them-selves  grad- 
ually in  Gaul,  not  as  allies  of  the  Roman  people, 
as  generally  supposed,  but  after  having  plundered 

f  the  Roman  colonies,  Trier,  Cologne.  Mentz,  Ton- 
(jT«*,  Tournay,  Cambray;  defeated  indeed  by  Actius, 
one  of  the  la»t  supports  of  the  Roman  grandeur, 

I         but  afterwards  united  with  him,  through  necessity, 

■  against  Attila;  then  again  taking  advantage  of  the 
anarchy  to  which  those  irruptions  of  the  Huns,  the 
Gotlis,  the  Vandals,  and  the  Lombards  and  Bur- 
^imdiaiis  reduced  the  empire,  they  used  against  the 
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emperors  themselves  the  rights  and  titles  of  masters 
of  the  militia,  and  the  patriciate,  which  they  had 
received  from  them.  This  empire  was  torn  into 
shreds,  and  every  horde  of  those  fierce  savages 
seized  upon  part  as  its  own  prey.  One  incontest- 
able proof  that  those  people  were  a  long  time  in  a 
state  of  barbarity  is  that  they  destroyed  a  great 
number  of  cities,  and  founded  none. 

All  these  dominions  were  of  small  importance  till 
the  end  of  the  eighth  century  before  the  power  of 
the  caliphs,  which  threatened  the  whole  earth. 

The  first  successors  of  Mahomet  possessed  the 
right  of  the  throne  and  of  the  altar,  of  the  sword 
and  of  enthusiasm;  their  orders  were  so  many 
oracles;  their  soldiers  so  many  fanatics.  In  the 
year  651,  they  besieged  Constantinople,  destined  to 
be  one  day  Mussulman.  The  inevitable  divisions 
among  so  many  new  chiefs,  of  so  many  peoples  and 
armies,  did  not  interfere  with  their  conquests;  the 
Mahometans,  in  that  particular,  resembled  the 
ancient  Ronians,  who  subdued  Asia  Minor  and  the 
Gauls,  even  in  the  midst  of  their  civil  wars. 

In  711,  we  see  them  passing  from  Egypt  into 
Spain,  wliich  was  easily  subdued  successively  by  the 
Carthaginians,  Romans,  Cioths,  and  Vandals,  and  at 
last  by  those  Arabs  called  Moors,  who  there  estab- 
lishcil  the  kingdom  of  Cordova.  The  sultan  of 
Egypt,  indeed,  shook  off  the  yoke  of  the  grand  caliph 
of  Bagtlad ;  and  Ahd-er -Rahman,  governor  of  con- 
quered Spain,  no  longer  acknowledged  the  Sultan  of 
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}t;  nevertheless,  everytliiiig  yielded  to  the  arms 

the  Mussubnans. 

This  AUI-er- Rahman,  grandson  of  the  caliph  Hrs- 
ham,  took  (he  Icingdoms  of  Castile.  Navarre,  Portu- 
gal and  Aragoii;  made  a  settlement  in  Ljingiiedoc; 
conquered  Gutenne  and  i'oiiou;  an^i,  if  Charles 
Martcl  liad  not  deprived  htm  of  his  conquests  and 
his  life.  France  would  have  liccn  a  Mahometan  prov- 
ince. 

As  the  Mahometans  increased  in  power,  they 
improved  in  politeness.  Those  caliphs,  who  were 
always  aclcnowledgctl  as  llic  sovereigns  of  relig- 
ion by  such  as  received  their  orders  from  afar,  find- 
ing themselves  at  their  ease  in  llieir  new  Babylon, 
revived  the  arts  in  that  cipitail. 

Haroun-al-Rascliid,   contemporary   with   Charle- 

igtw,  tnorc  illustrious  than  his  predecessors,  who 
msed  himself  to  be  respected  e\cn  in  Spain  and  at 
the  river  Indus,  reanimated  all  the  sciences,  culti- 
vated the  agreeable  and  useful  arts,  invited  and 
encouraged  learned  men,  and  saw  politeness  suc- 
ceeil  barharity  ihrouglt  liis  vast  dominions.  Under 
him  the  Ariihians,  who  had  already  adopted  the 
Indian  ciphers,  carried  th«m  into  Europe.  The  first 
rudiments  of  astronomy  known  in  Germany  and 
France  were  learned  from  th«  Arabians;  the  word 
"  Almanac  "  is  still  a  proof  of  this  assertion.  In  a 
word,  during  the  second  cciiiury  after  Mahomet, 
the  Oiristians  of  the  West  were  obliged  to  go  and 
lake  instructions  from  the  Mussulmans. 
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The  more  Mahomet's  empire  flourished,  the  more 
Constantinople  and  Rome  were  abased.  Rome  had 
never  recovered  from  that  fatal  stroke  she  received 
from  Constantine,  in  his  removing  the  seat  of 
empire;  the  Romans  were  no  longer  animated  by 
glory  and  patriotism.  The  inhabitants  of  that 
ancient  capital  had  nothing  more  to  hope  from  for- 
tune. Courage  became  enervated,  the  arts  sank  into 
oblivion,  and  nothing  was  now  seen  in  the  abodes  of 
the  Scipios  and  Caesars,  but  contests  between  the 
secular  judges  and  the  bishop.  Taken,  retaken,  and 
sacked  so  often  by  the  Barbarians,  Rome  still 
obeyed  the  emperors.  After  Justinian,  a  viceroy 
governed  it  under  the  name  of  "  exarch ;"  but  he 
no  longer  deigned  to  look  upon  it  as  the  capital  of 
Italy.  He  resided  at  Ravenna,  and  from  there  he 
sent  his  orders  to  the  prefect  of  Rome.  The 
emperors  had  nothing  now  remaining  in  Italy,  but 
the  country  that  extends  from  the  boundaries  of 
Tuscany  to  the  extremities  of  Calabria.  The  Lom- 
bards were  in  possession  of  Piedmont,  the  Milanese, 
Mantua,  Genoa,  Parma,  Modena,  Tuscany,  and 
Bologna;  these  dominions  composed  the  kingdom 
of  Lombardy.  Those  Lombards  are  said  to  have 
come  from  Pannonia,  where  they  had  embraced 
Arianism,  which  was  the  prevailing  religion.  Hav- 
ing penetrated  into  Italy  by  Tyrol,  there  they  settled, 
and  confirmed  their  dominion  by  submitting  to  the 
Catholic  religion.  Rome,  whose  walls  were  demol- 
ished, and  who  had  no  other  defence  but  the  troops 


of  the  exarch,  v/ai,  often  menaced  with  subjection 
to  the  power  of  the  I^mbards.  It  was  then  so  poor 
thai  the  annual  imposition  levied  by  the  exarch 
amounted  to  no  more  than  a  gulden  sol  from  ever/ 
master  uf  3  faniilv ;  and  even  this  was  a  burden- 
wine  tax.  It  was  like  those  barren  and  remote  lands 
which  arc  a  charge  to  the  owners. 

The  Roman  diurnal  of  the  seventh  and  eighth 
centuries,  a  precious  monument,  part  of  which  is 
printed,  simws.  in  the  most  authentic  manner,  what 
the  sovereign  pontiff  was  in  those  days.  He  was 
called  Tlie  Vicar  of  Peter.  Bishop  of  the  City  of 
Rome,  as  soon  as  he  was  elected  by  the  citizens; 
the  clergy  in  a  body  intimated  his  clertion  to  the 
exarch,  in  tliis  form :  "  We  entreat  you  who  are 
diarged  with  the  imiwrial  ministrj-,  to  order  the 
consecration  of  our  father  and  pastor,"  They  like- 
wise communicated  the  news  of  the  election  to  the 
metropolitan  nf  Ravenna,  in  these  words:  "St. 
Peter,  wc  beseech  ihy  holiness  to  obtain  of  our  lord, 
tlte  exarch,  the  ordination  now  depending."  They 
were  also  c^liged  to  send  an  account  of  it  to  the 
judges  of  Ravenna,  whom  they  styled  Your  Emi- 
nences, 

At  that  time  the  new  pope,  before  his  ordinati<m, 
was  obliged  to  pronounce  two  confessions  of  faith; 
and  in  the  second  he  condemned  among  tlic  heretics 
Pope  Ilonorius  I.  because,  at  Constantinople,  the  said 
Honorius,  bishop  of  Rome,  was  supposed  to  have 
acknowledged  but  one  will  in  Jesus  Christ. 
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There  is  a  great  distance  from  this  to  the  tiara; 
hilt  there  is  Hkewise  a  great  difference  between  the 
first  monk  who  preached  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine 
and  the  electoral  cap;  as  also  between  the  first 
chief  of  the  wandering  Salians  and  a  Roman 
emperor.  All  greatness  is  formed  gradually,  and 
the  ori}^n  of  everything  is  small  and  inconsiderable. 

The  iKintiff  of  Rome  established  his  greatness 
insonsibly,  during  the  abasement  of  the  dty:  the 
Romans  were  \>oot.  but  the  Church  was  not.  Con- 
stantine  had  jfiven,  to  the  basilica  of  the  Lateran 
tnily.  abi'i^'e  a  thousand  marks  of  gold,  and  about 
thirty  thousand  of  silver,  and  assigned  to  it  fourteen 
thoiiMud  stils  of  >"early  rewnue.  The  popes,  who 
l'e\l  the  |xx'>r,  and  sent  missions  through  all  the 
WVsi,  liaYii\j;  havl  i.w:asion  for  more  considerable 
»u\^pUes.  had  ohiaiiwJ  ihem  without  difficulty.  The 
rmi»cr\^rs.  and  own  the  Lombarxi  king,  had  granted 
thrtn  Uiuis :  atul  they  r*.-\$s*ss<d,  in  the  neighbor- 
h»\xl  of  Kvx:w.  certain  revenues  and  castles  called 
IIk-  Jnstkr*  of  St.  IVer.  Se\-era!  citirerj;  eagerly 
*tT\^ve  lo  et»rich.  b>  vkination  or  wHI,  a  churv-h  whose 
Wst*i>(*  ***  AV».v\i  -ojx^  a$  :he  :A:h<T  of  :heir  oran- 
tu  '."V  v-tTsi:;  of  the  '.vtvi  >M5  jiT^-it'y  s^ipeHcr 
;v»  iNwr  «e*':h  it  irjus  ;v;v,x"tss;K*  r>''  fiT..  re  jvirt 
^^^  \v<*orat».i(\.  fr.-*-  an  4^;^^■*:  '.:--.r:?trTrrcec  saccrs- 


lucaon. 


exarchs,  extended  Uieir  riglit  ot  metropolitan  no 
farther  than  iIil'  suburban  towns,  that  is,  over  the 
towns  subjected  to  tlic  govcnuiiait  of  the  prefect  of 
Rome,  nevertheless,  tliey  were  often  dignified  with 
tlie  appellation  of  Universal  Pope,  on  account  of  the 
primacy  and  dignity  of  their  fee.  Gregory  the 
Great  refused  that  title,  which,  however,  he  merited 
by  his  virtues;  and  Ins  successors  extended  their 
credit  in  the  West;  therefore  we  ought  not  to  be 
surprised  to  lind  in  the  eighth  century  Boniface, 
archbishop  of  Mentz.  the  same  who  consecrated 
Pepin,  express  himself  thus  in  the  form  of  his  oath : 
"  1  promise  to  St.  Pt'ter,  and  his  vicar  Grcgor)-  the 
Happy,"  etc. 

At  length,  in  process  of  time,  the  popes  formed 
the  design  of  ddivcring  Rome  at  once  from  the 
Lonibards.  by  whom  it  was  incessantly  tlireatened, 
and  the  Greek  emperors,  by  whom  It  was  so  ill 
defended.  Tlie  popes  at  tliat  time  perceived  that 
which  at  other  conjunctures  would  have  been  no 
other  than  a  revolt  or  impotent  sedition,  miphl  now 
become  a  revolution  excusable  from  necessity,  and 
respectable  tiirough  success.  This  is  tlie  revolu- 
tion which  was  begim  under  Pepin  II.,  usurper  of 
the  throne  of  France,  and  completed  by  his  son 
Charlemagne,  at  a  time  when  cverylliing  was  in  con- 
fusion, and  the  face  of  Europe  must  have  neces- 
sarily been  changed. 

The  kingdom  of  France  at  that  time  extended 
from  the  Pyrerwes  and  the  Alps  to  the  Rhine,  the 
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Main  and  the  Saa]e.  Bavaria  depended  upon  this 
vast  kingdom.  It  was  the  king  of  France  who 
bestowed  that  duchy  when  he  was  strong  enough  to 
give  it  away.  This  kingdom  of  the  Franks,  which 
had  been  almost  always  divided  since  the  time  of 
Oovis,  and  torn  by  intestine  war's,  was  nothing  but 
a  vast,  barbarous  province  of  the  ancient  Roman 
empire,  which  Constantinople  always  reckoned 
among  the  rebellious  states,  though  she  treated  with 
it  as  a  powerful  kingdom. 


CHARLEMAGNE. 

743  —  Charlemagne,  born  April  10,  near  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  was  the  son  of  Pepin,  mayor  of  the  palace, 
duke  of  the  Franks,  and  grandson  of  Charles  Martel. 
Alt  that  we  know  of  his  mother  is,  that  her  name 
was  Bertha;  but  we  are  not  even  precisely 
acquainted  with  the  place  of  his  birth.  He  was  bom 
during  the  session  of  the  council  of  Germany,  though 
thanks  to  the  ignorance  of  those  times,  we  know  not 
where  that  famous  council  was  held. 

One  half  of  the  countrj-,  which  is  now  called  Ger- 
many, was  idolatrous,  from  the  banks  of  the  Weser, 
and  even  of  the  Main  and  the  Rhine,  to  the  Baltic, 
and  the  other  half  Christian. 

There  were  already  bishops  at  Trier,  Cologne, 
and  Mentz,  frontier  dties,  founded  by  the  Romans, 
and  instructed  by  the  popes ;  but  that  country  was 
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th^n  called  Ausuasta,  and  belonged  to  the  kingdom 
of  tie  Franks. 

<ZI>ne  Willebrod,  an  Eng-lishman,  had,  in  the  time  of 

*— "*>-^fc.rIes  Mattel's  father,  gone  to  preach  to  the  idol- 

*^^«-s  of  Fricsland  what  little  Christianity  he  knew. 

^'''^.^sre  was.  towards  the  end  of  the  seventh  cenlury, 

^  *&.  ituLai    bishop  of   Westphalia    who  raised   little 

^^  *  i  Idren  from  the  dead.     Willebrod  took  ihc  vain 

**  "^^-^^  ^e  of  Bishop  of  Utrecht ;   and  there  he  built  a 

^11  church,  wtiich  was  destroyed  by  the  pagan 

islanders.     At  length,  in  the  beginning  of  the 

■^Sith  centur)',  another  Englishman,  known  after- 

^^ds  by  the  name  of  Boniface,  went  and  preached 

Germany,  and  was  looked  upon  as  an  apostle. 

^  English  were  at  that  time  the  preceptors  of  the 

^rtnans:    and  it  was  to  the  popes  that  all  thoie 

3ple,  as  well  as  the  Gauls,  owed  the  little  learning 

I  Christianity  which  they  knew. 

'43  —  A  synod  at  Lcsiine  in  Hainault  serves  to 

the  manners  of  those  times.     There  it  was 

ulated,  that  tlwse  who  had  taken  the  effects  of 

Church,  in  order  (o  maintain  a  war.  should  give 

irown  to  the  Church  by  way  of  farm.    This  reg- 

■tkm  regarded  the  officers  of  Charles  Msrtel  and 

son  Pepin,  who  enjoyed  during  life  iJie  abbeys 

^ey  had  seized.    It  was  tlien  equally  usual  to  endow 

^cmks.  and  to  deprive  them  of  their  endowments. 

Boiuface,  that  apostle  of  Germany,  founded  the 

»Iwy  of  Fulda.  in  the  county  of  Hesse.    At  first  it 

'  Vu  no  more  thart  a  dmrch  covered  with  tliatch  and 
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surrotinded  with  cabinB.  inhabited  by  sork  monki, 
who  grubbed  an  ungrateful  soil.  It  is  now  a  prin- 
cipality ;  and  no  man  can  be  a  monk  unless  be  is  a 
gentleman;  the  abbot  has  been  long  a  sovereign, 
and  since  the  year  1753  a  bishop. 

744  —  Carloman,  uncle  of  Charlemagne,  duke  of 
Austrasia.  reduced  the  Bavarian  vasuls.  who  were 
to  rebellion  against  the  king  of  France,  and  defeated 
the  Saxons,  of  whom  be  wanted  to  make  vas&als 
alsoL 

745  —  At  this  tinw  Boniface  was  bishop  of  Mentz. 
The  dignity  of  metropolitan,  hitherto  attached  to  the 
see  of  Worms,  is  transferred  to  Mentz. 

Carloman,  brother  of  Pepin,  abdicates  the  duchy 
of  Austrasia;  it  was  a  powerful  realm,  which  he 
governed  under  the  name  o£  Mayor  of  the  Palace, 
while  his  brother  Pepin  ruled  in  western  France; 
and  Childeric.  king  of  all  France,  could  scarce  com- 
mand the  servants  of  his  own  family.  Carloman 
renounces  bis  sovereignty  to  go  and  turn  monk  at 
Monte  Cassino. 

Historians  stilt  affirm  that  Pepin  loved  htm  ten- 
derly; but,  in  all  probability,  he  loved  better  to  rule 
tkme.  The  cloister  was  then  the  asylum  of  those 
who  had  too  powerful  competitors  in  the  world. 

747-748 — In  most  towns  of  France  they  renew 
the  custom  of  the  ancient  Romans,  known  under  the 
name  of  "  patronage."  or  "  clicniship."  The  citizens 
chose  patrons  among  tlie  noblen»en;  and  this  cir- 
cumstance alone  proves  that  the  people  in  Gaul  were 
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not  divided,  as  it  is  pretended  they  were,  into  masters 
and  slaves. 

749 —  Pepin  at  length  undertakes  what  his  father 
Charles  Martcl  could  not  pcriorm.  lie  resolves  to 
deprive  the  Merovingian  race  of  the  crown ;  and 
the  first  step  he  takes  is  to  gain  the  apostle  Boniface 
orer  to  his  party,  together  with  several  bishops,  and 
at  last  Pope  Zacharias  himself. 

750 —  Pepin  causes  his  king  Hilderic  or  Childeric 
III.  to  be  deposed  and  inade  a  monk  at  St.  Benin. 
and  seats  himself  on  the  throne  of  the  Franks. 

75 1  —  Pepin  resolves  to  subdue  the  people  then 
called  Saxons,  extending  from  tlie  neighborhood  of 
the  Main  to  the  Cimbric  Oiersonesus.  who  had 
already  conquered  England.  Pope  Stephen  HI. 
demands  the  protection  of  Pepin  against  Luitprand, 
king  of  Lombardy,  who  wanted  to  make  himself 
roaster  of  Rome.  The  emperor  of  Constantinople 
wac  too  remote  and  too  weak  to  succor  him ;  and 
the  first  domestic  of  the  king  of  France,  now  become 
usurper,  was  the  only  person  who  could  give  him 
protection. 

754  —  The  first  known  action  of  Charlemagne 
was  to  go,  by  order  of  his  father  Pepin,  and  pros- 
trate himself  before  Pope  Stephen  at  St.  Maurice  in 
Valats.  This  was  an  eastern  custom.  People  often 
kneeled  before  bishops,  and  these  bishops  bended 
the  knee  not  only  before  emperors,  but  even  before 
the  governors  of  provinces,  when  these  last  came 
c.  to  take  possession. 
Vol.  51—3 
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As  for  the  custom  of  kissing  feet,  it  was  not 
introduced  in  the  West.  Diocletian  was  the  first 
who  exacted  that  mark  of  respect.  roi>es  Adrian  I. 
and  Leo  HI.  first  arrogated  to  the  pontificate  that 
honor  which  Diocletian  had  assumed  to  the  empire; 
after  which,  kings  and  emperors  submitted  like  other 
people  to  that  ceremony,  in  order  to  render  the 
Roman  religion  the  more  venerable. 

Pepin  caused  himself  to  be  consecrated  king  of 
France,  by  the  pope,  in  the  month  of  August,  in  the 
abbey  of  St.  il>enis ;  he  had  already  been  consc' 
crated  by  Boniface,  but  the  hand  of  the  pope  ren- 
<lered  his  usurpation  the  more  respectable  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people.  ICginard,  sccrctar)-  to  Charlemagne, 
says  in  express  terms,  that  Hildcric  was  deposed  by 
order  of  Pope  Stephen.  Pepin  was  the  first  Euro- 
pean king  who  was  consecrated.  This  ceremony 
was  an  imitation  of  the  unction  applied  to  the 
Hebrew  kings :  be,  at  the  same  lime,  took  care  to 
see  his  two  sons,  Charles  and  Carloman,  conse- 
crated. The  pope,  before  he  consecrated  him  king, 
absolved  him  of  his  perjury  to  his  sovereign  Hil- 
deric;  and,  after  the  consecration,  fulminated  an 
excommunication  against  whosoever  sliould  at  any 
time  attempt  to  take  the  crown  from  the  family  of 
Pepin.  Neither  Hugh  Capet  nor  Conrad  has  shown 
great  respect  to  that  excommunication.  The  new 
king,  in  recompense  for  the  pope's  complaisance. 
passes  the  Alps  with  his  vassal,  Thasillon,  duke  of 
Bavaria,  besieges  Astolphus  in  Pavia,  and  returns 
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ihe  same  year  witliout  success  either  in  making 
war  or  peace. 

755  —  Scarce  had  Pepin  repassed  the  Alps,  when 
Astolphus  besieges  Rome.  Pope  Stephen  conjures 
the  new  king  of  France  to  come  to  his  reliei.  Noth- 
ing can  be  a  more  convincing  proof  of  the  simplicity 
of  those  ignorant  limes,  than  a  letter  whicli  the  pope 
caused  to  be  written  to  the  king  of  France  in  the 
name  of  St.  Peter,  as  if  it  had  come  down  from 
heaven;  a  simplicity,  however,  which  did  not 
exclude  the  frauds  of  policy  and  attempts  of 
ambition. 

Pepin  delivers  Rome,  again  besieges  Pavia,  makes 
himself  master  of  the  exarchate,  and  gives  il  —  as 
they  aay— to  the  pope.  This  is  the  first  title  of 
the  temporal  power  of  the  holy  see,  by  which  Pepin 
equally  weakened  the  kings  of  Lombardy  and  tlie 
emperors  of  the  East.  Tliis  donation  is  very  doubt- 
ful; for  the  archbishops  of  Ravenna  at  that  time 
took  the  title  of  exarclis ;  consequently  the  bishops 
of  Rome  and  Ravenna  were  resolved  to  aggrandize 
themselves.  It  is  highly  probable  that  Pepin  gave 
some  lands  to  the  popes,  and  favored  those  in  Italy 
who  strengthened  his  dominions  in  France-  If  he 
really  made  that  present  to  the  popes,  it  is  very  clear 
that  be  gave  away  what  did  not  belong  to  him  ;  but 
he  had  also  taken  what  was  not  his  own.  We  find 
scarce  any  other  source  of  the  first  rights.  Time 
renders  tbcm  legitimate. 

756  —  Bonifecc,  archbishop  of  Mcniz,  goes  upon 
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t'lniiaSoa  among  the  Frie^land  idolaters,  from  whom 
be  receives  the  crown  of  manyrdom :  but,  as  his- 
torians say  that  he  was  manyred  in  his  camp,  and 
that  abundance  of  the  Fricslanders  were  killed,  it 
18  reasonable  to  believe  that  the  inisstoiuirtes  were 
soldiers.  Thasillon,  duke  of  Bavaria,  does  homage 
for  his  duchy  to  the  king  of  France,  in  the  form  of 
those  homages  which  have  been  since  called  "  Ueg- 
tntct."  By  this  time  there  were  great  hcrcdilat^- 
fiefs,  and  Bavaria  was  one  of  that  number. 

Pepin  once  more  defeats  the  Saxons.  All  the 
wars  of  those  people  against  the  Franks  seem  to 
have  been  little  more  than  the  incursions  of  barbari- 
ans, who  came  by  turns  to  carry  off  cattle  and  rav- 
age the  harvests.  There  was  no  place  of  strength, 
ix>  policy,  no  formed  design.  This  part  of  the  world 
was  still  savage. 

Pepin,  by  all  his  victories,  gained  no  more  than 
the  payment  of  an  old  tribute  of  three  hundred 
horses;  to  which  were  added  five  hundred  oows. 
This  was  hardly  worth  the  trouble  of  slaying  so 
manv  thousand  men. 

758-760  —  Didier.  or  Desiderius,  successor  o£ 
Astolphiis,  retakes  the  towns  which  Pepin  gave  to 
St.  Peter ;  but  Pepin  was  so  formidable,  that  Oidier 
is  said  to  have  restored  them  in  consequence  of  his 
threats  only.  Hereditary  vissalage  began  to  be  so 
effectually  introduced,  that  the  kings  of  France 
pretmded  to  be  lords  paramount  of  the  duchy  of 
Aqtiitaine.      Pepin,    by    force    of    anus,    compels 
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Geoffrey,  duke  of  Aquitainc.  to  take  the  oath  of 
fidelity  to  him  in  presence  of  the  duke  of  Bavaria ; 
so  that  he  had  two  great  sovereigns  at  his  feel. 
We  may  easily  perceive  that  these  hc«nages  were 
no  other  than  the  Bubmission  of  weakness  to  supe- 
rior power. 

7&3-763  — The  duke  of  Bavaria,  tliinkiiig  himself 
strong  enough,  and  seeing  Pepin  at  a  distance 
revokes  his  homage;  but.  when  the  other  is  on  the 
brink  of  making  war  upon  him,  renews  his  oath 
of  fidelity. 

766-767  —  nie  erection  of  the  bishoijric  of  Salz- 
burg. Pope  Paul  I.  sends  to  the  king,  as  a  present, 
books,  chanters,  and  a  clock.  Constantine  Coproni- 
mus  likewise  sends  to  him  an  organ  and  some  musi- 
cians. This  would  not  be  a  fact  worthy  of  liistory 
if  it  did  not  show  how  little  the  arts  were  known  in 
that  part  of  the  world.  At  that  time  the  Franks 
iJtnew  nothing  but  war,  hunting,  and  feasting. 

768  —  The  preceding  years  are  barren  of  events, 
consequently  happy  for  the  people;  for  almost  all 
the  great  events  of  historj-  are  public  misfortunes. 
Tlie  duke  of  Aquitainc  revokes  his  homage  after  the 
example  of  the  duke  of  Bavaria.  Pepin  tlies  upon 
him,  and  reunites  Aquitainc  to  the  crown. 

Pepin,  surnamcd  the  Short,  died  at  Saintcs,  Sc|)- 
<ember  24.  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  Before 
his  death  he  makes  his  will  by  word  of  mouth,  and 
not  by  writing,  in  presence  of  the  great  officers  of 
his  house,  his  generals,  and  those  who  held  exten- 


a« 


Annals  of  fhc  Empire. 


sive  lands  for  life.  He  divides  his  dominions 
between  his  two  sons  Charles  and  Carloman.  After 
Pepin's  death,  the  nobles  modify  his  win.  ThejRH 
gave  to  Charlcj.  afterwards  called  Charlcmagne,^B 
Burgundy,  Aquitatnc,  Provence,  and  Ncustria. 
which  then  extended  from  the  Mcusc  to  the  Loire 
and  (he  ocean.  Carloman  had  Austrasia  from 
Rhcims  to  the  extremities  of  Thuringia.  It  is  plain 
that  the  kin^om  of  France  at  that  time  compri 
bended  nearly  one-balf  of  Germany. 

770 — Didier,  king  of  the  Lombards,  oflfcrs  hi»3 
dan^ter  Desiderata  in  marriage  to  Charles,  who 
was  already  roamed ;  he  espouses  Desiderata,  so  it 
appears  lie  had  two  wives  at  one  time.  This  was 
not  uncommon;  Gregory  dc  Toors  says  that  the 
kinga  Gontram,  Caribcrt,  Sigebcrt,  and  Chtlperic 
had  several  wives. 

771  —  His  brother  Carloman  died  suddenly  at 
the  age  of  twenty :  his  widow  flies  into  Italy  with 
two  princes,  her  children.  This  death  and  that 
flight  do  not  absolutely  prove  that  Charlemagne 
was  resolved  to  reign  alone,  and  entertained  evil 
designs  against  his  nephews;  but  neither  do  they 
prove  that  he  deserved  to  have  his  festival  cele- 
brated as  it  is  in  Gcmuoy. 

772  —  Charles  catises  himself  to  be  crowned  king 
of  Austrasia.  and  reunites  all  the  vast  realms  of  the 
Franks,  without  leaving  anything  to  his  nephews. 
Pcsterity,  darrled  by  the  glare  of  his  glory,  seems 
to  have  forgotten  that  injustice.    He  repudiated  his 


Chu-lcmagne. 


23 


wife,  tbc  daughter  of  Didicr,  in  order  to  revenge 
himself  for  the  asylum  which  the  Lombard  king 
had  afforded  to  the  widow  of  his  brotlier  Carloman. 
He  takes  the  6eld  against  the  Saxons,  and  finds 
at  their  head  a  man  worthy  to  fight  against  him ; 
this  was  Wittikind,  Ihc  greatest  defender  of  tlic 
German  liberty,  next  to  Hermann,  whom  we  call 


The  king  of  France  attacks  hini  in  that  country 
which  is  now  called  the  prindpalily  of  Lippe.  Those 
people  were  wretchedly  armed;  for,  in  the  capit- 
alartes  of  Charlemagne,  we  see  a  most  rigorous 
prohibition  to  sell  cuirasses  and  helmets  to  the 
Saxons.  The  arms  and  discipline  of  the  Franks 
could  tx>t  fail  to  be  victorious  over  ferocious 
courage,  diaries  cut  in  pieces  the  army  of  Witti- 
.kind.  and  takes  the  capital,  called  Erresburg.  That 
ipitid  was  a  number  of  huts  surrounded  with  a 
ditcli.  The  inhabitants  are  slaughtered.  He  demol- 
ishes the  principal  temple  of  the  countr)',  said  to 
have  been  formerly  dedicated  to  the  god  T^nfana, 
the  universal  principle,  if  ever  those  barbarians 
acknowledged  a  universal  principle;  but  at  that 
lime  dedicated  to  the  god  Irminful.  a  temple  revered 
in  Saxony,  like  that  of  Sion  among  the  Jews.  The 
priests  were  murdered  upon  the  fragments  of  the 
idol  which  had  been  overthrown.  The  victorious 
army  penetratetl  as  far  a:  the  Weser.  All  lliose 
districts  submitted.  Charlemagne  resolved  to  bind 
them  to  his  yoke  with  the  tie  of  Christianity.    While 
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he  hastened  to  the  other  end  of  his  dominions,  and 
to  other  conquests,  he  left  among  them  missionariea 
to  persuade,  and  soldiers  to  compel  them.  Almo&t 
all  the  people  who  lived  near  the  Weser  found  them- 
selves in  one  year  Christians  and  slaves. 

773  —  While  the  king  of  the  Franks  restrains 
the  Saxons  on  the  banks  of  the  Weser,  he  is  recalled 
to  Italy.  The  quarrels  between  Ure  Lombards  and 
the  pope  stilt  subsisted;  and  the  kin|;:,  in  succoring 
the  Church,  might  have  made  himself  master  of 
Italy,  which  was  better  worth  his  trouble  than  the 
cottntries  of  Bremen,  Hanover,  and  Brunswick.  He 
marched  therefore  against  his  father-in-law.  Didier, 
who  was  then  before  Rome.  His  aim  was  not  to 
avenge  Rome,  but  to  hinder  Didier  from  accommo- 
dating matters  with  the  pope,  in  order  to  restore  to 
the  two  sons  of  Carloman  the  kingdom  which  was 
their  due.  He  ran  to  attack  his  father-in-law,  and 
cloaked  his  usurpation  with  piety.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  seventy  thousand  men,  regularly  trained  to  fl 
war ;  an  almost  incredible  circumstance  in  tho»e  ™ 
times.  Armies  of  one  hundred  and  two  hundred 
thousand  men  had  been  assembled  before  this 
period,  but  then  they  consisted  of  peasants,  who 
retired  to  their  harvest  after  a  battle  was  lost  or 
won.  Charlemagne  retained  them  longer  under  his  , 
standard,  and  this  discipline  greatly  contributes  to  fl 
his  victories.  " 

774  —  The  French  army  besieges  Pavia,     The 
king  goes  to  Rome,  renews  and  augments  the  dona- 
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tioos  of  Pepin,  and  with  bis  own  hand  places  a 
copy  of  it  on  the  tomb,  which,  a^  they  pretended, 
conuined  the  ashes  of  St.  Peter.  Pope  Adrian 
thanks  him  in  panegyric  verses  of  his  own  writing. 

The  "  Tradition  of  Rome  "  says  that  Charles  gave 
Corsica,  Sardinia,  and  Sicily ;  but  surely  he  did  not 
bestow  any  of  these  countries,  which  were  not  in  his 
possession.  But  there  is  still  extant  a  letter  from 
Adrian  to  the  Empress  Irene,  which  proves  that 
Charles  gave  some  dominions  which  are  not  spec- 
ified in  tlic  letter.  '"  Charles,  duke  of  the  Franks  and 
Patrician,"  said  he,  "  hath  given  us  provinces,  and 
restored  the  towns  which  the  perfidious  Lombards 
detain  from  the  Church,"  etc 

We  And  chat  Adrian  still  carefully  husbanded  his 
influence  over  the  empire,  in  giving  Charles  the  titl« 
of  Duke  and  Patrician  only,  and  seeking  to  fortify 
his  possession  with  the  name  of  restitution. 

The  Icing  returns  from  Pavia.  Didier  surrenders 
himself,  is  made  a  monk,  and  sent  to  the  abbey  of 
Corbie,  in  France.  Thus  ended  the  kingdom  of  the 
Lombards,  who  had  destroyed  the  Roman  power  in 
Italy,  and  substituted  their  own  laws  in  the  room  of 
those  made  by  the  emperors.  Every  king  who  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  dethroned  became  a  monk  in 
those  days. 

Charlemagne  caused  himself  to  be  crowned  king 
of  luly  in  Pa^-ia.  with  a  crown  on  which  there  was 
an  iron  circle,  still  preserved  in  the  little  town  of 
Monza. 
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Justice  was  still  sdminisiercd  in  Rome  in  tl 
nunc  of  the  Grecic  emperor.  Even  the  popes 
received  from  him  the  confirmation  of  their  election  : 
for  though  the  emperor  was  deprived  of  the  sub* 
stance,  he  still  retained  the  shadow  of  power. 
Charlemagne,  like  Pepin,  assumed  no  other  title 
but  that  of  Patrician,  which  Theodoric  and  Attila 
had  deigned  to  receive;  so  that  the  name  of 
"  Emperor."  which  originally  signified  no  more  than 
the  general  of  an  army,  still  implied  the  Master  of 
the  East  and  West.  Unsubstantial  as  it  was.  they 
re^)ected  it,  and  even  \vere  afraid  to  usurp  it.  They 
affected  no  more  than  the  tcmi  "  Patrician,"  which 
fomierlj  meant  a  Roman  scnaior.  and  which  at 
that  time  signi6ed  a  lieutenant,  independent  of  w^ 
emperor,  without  power.  ^^ 

Nevenhetess,  money  was  then  coined  at  Koine 
in  the  name  of  Adrian ;  whence,  what  are  we  to  con- 
clude, bat  that  the  pope,  delivered  from  the  Lorm- 
bards,  and  no  longer  obeying  the  emperors,  was  him- 
»elf  master  in  Rome?  Certain  it  is.  the  Roman 
pontiffs,  like  the  bishops  of  the  Franks  and  Ger- 
mans, seized  the  regal  rights  as  soon  as  thc)'  were 
m  their  power;  all  authority  seeks  to  augment 
itself;  and  for  that  reason  only,  nothing  bnt  the 
name  of  Charlemagne  wa<;  stamped  u[»n  the  new 
money  coined  at  Rome  in  the  year  800,  when  he  was 
elected  emperor  by  the  pope  and  the  Roman  people. 

775  —  The  second  effort  of  tlie  Saxons  against 
Charlemagne,  for  tl>e  recovery  of  their  libeny.  which 
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is  nlled  a  revolt.  Th«y  are  again  defeated  in  West- 
phalia :  and.  after  abundance  of  blood  bad  been 
led,  gave  cattle  and  hostages,  having  nothinsr  else 
pay. 

776 — An  attempt  of  Adalgisc,  ihe  son  of  Didicr, 
to  recover  the  kingdom  of  Lonibarclj'.  Pope  Adrian 
construes  it  into  a  horrible  conspiracy.  Charles 
hastens  to  take  vengeance;  flies  from  Gennany  into 
Italy;  beheads  a  duke  of  Friuli,  who  was  an  aceom- 
fdiee ;  and  everything  submits  to  his  fortune. 

During  that  vcrj'  period,  the  Saxons  return  to 
Westphalia,  and  he  returns  to  defeat  them.  They 
submit,  and  promise  again  to  become  Christians. 
Charles  builds  forts  in  their  country,  before  any 
churches  were  buih  among  them, 

777  —  He  gives  laws  to  (he  Saxons,  and  compels 
them  to  swear  they  will  become  slaves,  should  ihey 
ever  cease  to  be  Christians  and  submissive.  At  a 
grand  Diet,  held  at  Paderbom,  in  icnts,  a  Mussul- 
man emir,  who  commanded  at  Saragossa,  came  to 

Loonjurc  Charlemagne  in  suppori  hi<  rebcUinn  against 

rAbd-er-Rahman.  king  of  Spain. 

778 — Charles    marches    from    Paderbom    into 
l>|Hiin:    espouses  the  cause  of  this  emir:    l^esieges 

~»ml  takes  Pampehma.  We  may  observe  thai  ihe 
spmls  of  the  Saracens  were  divided  between  the  king, 
his  officers,  and  soldiers,  according  to  the  ancient 
custom  of  making  war  only  for  the  sake  of  booty, 
and  of  dividing  it  equally  among  all  those  who  had 
an  equal  share  of  the  danger.    But  all  that  booty  is 
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kat  fn  Kpusing  tite   Pyrenees.     The  rear-guard 
of  Charlemagne  is  cut  to  pieces  al  Ronceavalles  byfl 
the  Arabians  and  Gascons.    There,  it  is  said,  per- 
ished  his  nc]»hcw   Orlando,  so   celebrated    for  hia, 
courage  and  incrcdihlc  strength. 

As  the  Saxons  had  recourse  to  arms  while  Char1< 
was  in  Italy,  so  th«y  take  them  up  while  he  is  in 
Spain.     Wittikind,  who  liad  retired  to  ihe  duke  of 
Denmark,   his   father-in-law,   returns   to   reanimatel 
ht$  countrymen :    Ik    reassembles   them ;     5nd3    in 
Bremen,  the  capital  of  the  country  which  hears  that^ 
name,  a  bishop,  a  diurch,  and  his  Saxons  in  despair^ 
of   being   draggrtl    to  new  altars:    he  expels   the 
bishop,   M-hn   has   time   to  embark   and  get  away. 
Charlemagne  comes  up  with  great  expedition,  and^ 
defeats  Wittikind  again.  ^ 

780  —  Victor  on  all  hands,  he  sets  out  for  Rocnc 
with  one  of  his  wives,  called  lldegard,  and  two 
yoiingw  children,  Pepin  and  Louis.  Hope  Adrian 
bAptixcs  these  TWO  children,  and  consecrates  Hepiflfl| 
king  of  Lombardy,  and  Louis  king  of  Aquitaine. 
This  Aquitaine  had  been  erected  into  a  kingdom— 
for  SOUK-  time.  ^ 

791-7&)  —  The  king  of  France  keeps  his  court 
at  Worms.  Ratisbon.  and  Currci.  There  Ite  is  visited 
by  Akuin.  archbishop  oi  York.  The  king,  who 
could  scarce  sign  his  own  name,  was  resolved  tofl 
make  science  flourish,  because  he  would  be  great  in 
nrryihing.  I'eter  lie  Pisa  taught  him  a  ^tnattering 
of  grammar.     It  is  not  surprising  that  the  Italiwt 
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should  instruct  tlie  Gauls  and  Germans;  but  it  is 
very  cxtraordinar>-  thai  they  should  have  always  had 
occasion  for  Englislimcn  to  learn  that  whidi  at  ChU 
day  is  not  honored  with  the  name  of  Science. 

They  held  conference  before  the  king,  wliich  may 
be  called  the  origin  of  the  academies,  csjiccially 
those  of  Italy,  in  which  every  academician  a<isuined 
a  new  name.  Charlemagne  took  the  appellation  of 
David,  Aicuin,  that  nf  Alhinu;:,  and  a  youn^'  man 
called  Ugeberd,  who  wrote  doggerel  verses,  boldly 
appropriated  to  himself  the  name  of  Homer. 

783 — Meanwhile  WIttikind,  who  did  not  learti 
grammar,  raised  an  insurrection  among  the  Saxons, 
and  defeated  the  generals  of  Charles  on  ihc  banks 
of  the  Wcser.  Charles  comes  to  repair  this  loss. 
He  is  again  victor  over  the  Saxons,  who  lay  <lown 
their  arms  before  him:  he  commands  thcni  to 
deliver  up  Wittikind.  They  answer  that  be  has 
escaped  to  Denmark.  "  His  accompbces  are  still 
here."  replied  Giarlemagne.  and  ordered  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  to  be  butchered  before  his  eyes. 
In  this  manner  he  prepared  Saxony  for  the  reception 
of  Christianity. 

784  —  This  massacre  had  the  same  effect  as  that 
produced  a  long  time  after  by  the  massacre  called 
St.  Bartholomew  in  France.  All  the  Saxons 
resumed  their  arms  with  fury  and  despair,  and  were 
joined  by  the  Danes  and  neighboring  nations. 

785  —  Charles  marches  against  this  multiludc, 
with  his  son  of  the  same  name.     He  obtains  a  new 
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victor>',  and  again  imposes  fruitless  laws:  oiablish- 
ing  marquises  or  commanders  of  the  mititia  upon  tlic 
frontiers  of  his  realms. 

766  —  Wtttikind  yields  at  length.  He  comes  with 
a  duke  of  Pnesland.  and  (ulimits  to  Charlemagne  3^^ 
Atiigny  on  tlie  .^isncs.  Then  the  kingdom  of  France 
extended  as  far  as  Holstein.  The  king  of  France 
repairs  again  to  Italy  and  rebuilds  Florence:  it  is 
remarkable,  that  he  is  no  sooner  at  one  end  of  his 
dominions,  than  there  arc  always  revolts  at  the 
other;  a  sure  sign  tliat  the  king  had  not  ixiwcrful 
bodies  of  troops  on  ail  his  frontiers.  The  ancient 
Saxons  joined  the  Bavarians  ;  the  king  repasses  the 
Alps. 

787 —  The  emjiress  Irene.  wl»  still  governed 
the  Greek  Empire,  at  that  time  tlic  only  empire,  had 
formed  a  powerful  league  against  the  king  nf 
France.  It  was  coniiwised  nf  those  very  Saxons  and 
Bavarians,  and  the  Huns  so  famous  heretofore  under 
Attila,  who  inhabited,  as  now,  the  banks  of  the  Dan- 
ube and  the  Drave;  nay.  part  of  Italy  itself  had 
engaged  in  IIk  association.  Charles  vanquished  the 
Huns  upon  the  Danube,  and  the  whole  was  dissi- 
pated. 

788-792  —  During'  these  four  years  ot  peace,  he 
opened  schools  in  the  houses  of  bishops  and  in  tdoii- 
asteries.  The  Roman  chanting  was  established  in 
the  churches  of  France.  At  the  Diet  of  .^ix-Ia- 
Chapelle  he  instituted  the  Capitulary  laws,  which 
uTor  stron^y  of  that  barbarism  that  they  were 
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meant  to  reform,  and  in  which  the  nation  had  been 
long  buried. 

These  tliat  follow  are  tlic  cu3toiii&,  manners,  laws, 
and  spirit  which  then  prevailed. 


LAWS    AND    CUSTOUS    OBSERVED    JN    THE    TIME    OV 
CHAKLEMAGNE. 

Provinces  were  gov<m«l  and  troops  levied  by 
dukes,  sonic  of  whom  were  removable  and  others 
hereditary  vassals,  much  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
Turidsh  provinces  arc  now  Rovemed  by  Beglerbcys. 
The:ie  dukes  hatl  hcca  instituted  in  Italy  by  Diocle- 
tian. TItc  counts,  whose  origin  ap]>carb  to  have 
been  in  the  time  of  Thcndostus,  comman<lcd  under 
the  dukcii,  each  asMrnibling  the  troops  in  his  own  dis- 
trict. The  faniis,  the  lown.<>,  and  villages  fumiidied 
a  number  of  soldiers  pro|ionioned  to  their  power. 
Twelve  farms  found  one  horseman  armed  with 
casque  and  cuirass.  The  other  soldiers  were  armed 
with  ootliing  but  a  long  square  buckler,  a  battle-axe, 
a  javelin,  and  sword.  Those  who  used  arrows  were 
obliged  to  have  at  least  a  dozen  in  their  quivers. 
The  province  that  furnished  the  .soldiery  provided 
them  with  corn  and  provisions  for  six  months.  The 
king*  maintained  them  for  the  rest  of  the  campaign. 
They  were  reviewed  on  the  first  of  March  and  the 
first  of  -Vlay.  It  was  usually  at  these  season.s  that 
the  parliaments  were  held,  In  besic^ng  towns  they 
employed  the  ram,  the  balista,  the  tortoise,  and 
almost  all  tbc  machines  of  the  Romans,  for,  of  all 
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their  arts,  that  of  war  alone  subsisted,  and  that  for 
their  own  ruin. 

The  noblemen  called  Barons,  Lcudcs.  Rtcohom- 
bres,  with  their  followers,  composed  wliat  little  cav- 
alry was  then  to  be  seen  in  armies.  The  Mussulmans 
of  Africa  and  Spain  liad  a  greater  number  of  horse. 
It  appears  that  afteru-ards  they  learned  of  them  to 
cover  their  men  and  horses  with  iron,  and  fight  with 
lances. 

Charles  had  naval  forces  at  the  mouths  of  all  the 
^cat  rivers  of  his  empire,  from  the  Elbe  to  the 
Tiber.  Before  his  time  they  were  not  known  amotig 
the  barbarians,  and  long  after  his  death  no  such 
armaments  were  to  be  seen.  By  means  of  these 
warlike  police  which  he  maintained  on  all  the  coasts, 
he  put  a  stop  to  those  inundations  of  northern  people 
vr\fo  then  exercised  the  trade  of  pirates.  He 
restrained  ihem  within  their  own  frozen  climates ; 
but.  under  his  pttsillaninious  descendants,  they  del- 
ti^  all  Europe. 

The  general  affairs  were  regulated  in  those  assem- 
blies which  represented  the  nation,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  ancient  Romans,  the  Gauts,  and  pecK 
ple  of  the  North.  Under  him.  parliaments  had  no 
wilt  but  that  of  their  master,  who  knew  bow  to  cocn- 
mand  and  persuade. 

He  caused  trade  to  flourish  a  little  tn  his  vaatj 
doraiiiioas,  because  he  was  master  of  the  seas.    Thus 
BKrdmts  froin  the  coast  of  Tnscam-  went  to  trade 
at  Constantinople  among  the  Christians,  and  at  the 
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port  of  Alexandria  ajnoiig  the  MussuimAiis,  by 
whom  tbcy  were  civilly  received,  and  from  whom 
they  drew  the  riclws  of  Asia. 

Venice  and  ijenoa,  so  powerful  in  the  sequel,  hy 
means  of  trade,  had  not  yet  engrossed  the  riches  of 
the  nations,  althoug:h  Venice  began  to  grow  wealthy 
and  great. 

Rome,  Ravenna,  Lyons,  Aries,  and  Tours  had  a 
'great  many  woollen  manufactures,  iron  was  dam- 
asked, glass  was  niade,  silk  stuffs  were  not  woven 
in  any  city  of  the  West. 

The  Venetians  began  to  bring  them  from  Con- 
stantinople, where  they  were  not  known  till  alter  the 
Emperor  Justinian ;  but  it  was  not  till  nearly  four 
hundred  years  after  Charlemagne  that  the  Moors 
fabricated  silk  at  Cordova,  and  the  Norman  princes 
who  conquered  the  kingdom  of  Naples  and  Sicily 
afterwards  estabhshed  a  silk  manufactory  at  Pal- 
enno.  Almost  all  the  works  of  industry  and  craft 
were  performed  in  tlie  empire  of  the  East.  Unen 
was  uncommon.  St.  Boniface,  in  a  letter  written  to 
a  bishop  settled  in  Germany,  desires  he  will  send  him 
some  shagged  cloth  to  wipe  his  feet  after  washing. 
This  want  of  linen  was,  in  all  probability,  the  cause 
of  that  disease  of  the  skin,  known  by  the  name  of 
leprosy,  so  rife  in  those  days  ;  for  there  was  already 
a  great  number  of  those  hosfMtals  called  Lazars. 

It  is  pretended  that  even  in  the  time  of  Charle- 
magne great  projects  were  formed  for  the  benefit  of 
commerce,  as  they  had  actually  begun  the  famous 
Vol.  31— a 
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canal,  which  was  to  join  ttic  Rhine  to  the  Danube, 
and  thus  open  a  communication  between  the  Black; 
Sea  and  the  ocean.    But  the  spirit  of  conquest  might 
have  had  a  greater  share  in  this  undertaking  than 
any  view  topubhc  utility. 

Money  liad  nearly  the  sanic  value  as  that  of  the] 
Roman  empire  after  Constantinc.  The  golden  solj 
was  tlic  soUdum  Rotnauum,  which  the  barbarians  | 
called  "  sol "  ironi  their  known  habit  of  contracting^  I 
all  names.  Thus  of  " Auf^ustus "  ll>ey  made 
••Aomy  of  "Forum  Jalii."  "  Frfjus,"  and  this 
golden  sot  was  equivalent  to  forty  deniers  of  silveH 
tlirougb  the  whole  extent  of  Charlemagne's  dc 
minions. 


THE  CUUKCII. 

Tlie  churches  of  France  wert*  rich.  IIiom  of  Ger- 
many began  to  be  rich,  and  were  destined  one  day , 
to  be  more  so,  because  t]iey  were  endowed  witi 
Urger  territories.  The  bishops  and  abbots  had 
great  number  of  slaves.  The  abbot  Alcuin,  pre- 
ceptor to  Charlemagne,  is  reproached  witii  having 
had  twenty  thousand.  This  number  is  not  incredible. 
Alcuin  posiiessed  three  abbeys,  the  I.ind.<^  of  whicli 
had  been  inhabited  by  twenty  thousand  men.  all  ^^ 
belonging  to  the  lord  or  superior.  These  slavca,^^ 
known  under  the  name  of  "  serfs."  could  not  marry 
nor  change  the  place  of  their  abode  without  the  per- 
mission of  the  abbot.  They  were  obliged  lo  go  fifty 
leagues  with  their  carts,  if  he  commanded  them. 


Charlemagne. 

The^  worked  ior  liiii>  Uiree  dayi*  in  the  week,  and 
he  shared  all  the  fruiu  of  the  earth. 

In  France  and  in  Germany  the  bishops  more  than 
once  have  been  known  to  go  to  battle  with  their  serfs. 
Charlemagne,  in  a  letter  to  one  of  his  wives,  called 
Frastada,  mentions  a  l>isho|)  who  had  valiantly 
fought  by  his  side,  in  a  battle  against  the  Avars,  a 
IKopte  descended  from  tlic  Scythiana,  who  were 
settled  towards  the  txnintry  whicli  is  now  called 
Austria. 

We  find  in  his  time  fourLeeu  moiiasicrtei<  which 
were  obliged  to  furnish  soldiers.  If  the  abbot  was 
in  the  least  inclined  to  war,  nothing  hindered  him 
from  heading  them  in  person ;  true  it  is  in  the  year 
803,  a  parliament  complained  to  Charlemagne,  that 
loo  great  a  number  of  priests  had  been  slain  in  war. 
Tlieii  the  ministers  uf  the  altar  were  forbidden  to 
go  to  battle,  but  custom  was  tlic  stronger  law. 

We  see  ill  the  Bavarian  taws  and  the  "  Capitula- 
ries "  of  Charlenugne,  that  the  priests  were  forlnd- 
<len  to  have  any  women  in  their  houses  other  than 
their  mothers  and  sistem :  this  was  one  of  iliose  laws 
which  are  contradicted  by  custom. 

No  person  was  allowed  to  call  himself  clerk  who 
was  not  really  so,  or  to  wear  the  tonsure  without 
belonging  to  a  bisliop.  Such  clerks  were  called 
"  accphaii."  and  punished  as  vagabonds.  They  were 
ignorant  of  the  station  so  common  in  our  days. 
which  is  neither  secular  nor  ecclesiastic.  The  title 
o2  "abbot,"  which  signifies  father,  belonged  to  none 
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but  the  chiefs  of  monasteries,  or  even  to  secutan^ 
constiimcd  in  dignity;   for  example,  that  title  vras 
given  to  the  chief  of  the  republic  of  Genoa. 

The  abbots  of  that  time  had  the  pastoral  staflf 
which  the  bishops  carried,  and  which  had  been  the 
mark  of  the  augural  dignity  in  pagan  Rome.  Such 
was  tlic  power  those  abbots  had  over  their  monks, 
that  they  sometimes  condemned  them  to  the  most 
cruel  afflictive  pains.  They  were  tl>c  first  who 
adopted  the  barbarous  custom  of  the  Greek  emper- 
ors, namely,  that  of  burning  the  eyes,  and  a  council 
was  obliged  to  prohibit  this  ouirage,  which  they 
began  to  look  upon  as  a  right  and  prerogative. 

As  to  the  ccrenionies  of  the  Church,  the  mass  was 
different  from  what  it  is  at  present,  and  still  more 
different  from  what  it  had  been  in  the  first  ages: 
there  was  no  more  than  one  said  in  every  church. 
And  kings  very  rarely  caused  tiicm  to  be  said  ia 
private. 

The  first  auricular  confession,  which  is  called  gen- 
eral confcssicm,  is  that  of  St.  Kloy  in  the  sixth  cen- 
tury. The  enemies  of  the  Roman  Churcli,  who  have 
revolted  against  such  a  salutary  institution,  seem  to 
have  divtited  mankind  of  the  most  effectual  bridle 
to  re.strain  their  secret  crimes.  Even  the  very  sagnes 
of  antiquity  had  felt  the  importance  of  it;  and 
although  they  had  not  been  able  to  impose  it  as  a 
duty  on  all  men,  they  had  eiiablished  the  practice 
of  it  among  those  who  pretended  to  lead  a  life  of 
purity :  it  vnt  the  first  expiation  of  those  wlio  were 
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initiated  among  the  ancient  Egyptians,  aDd  in  tbe 
Eleustnian  Mysteries  of  Ceres.  Thus  has  the  Chris- 
tian religion  consecrated  things,  the  shadow  of  which 
God  had  permitted  human  wisdom  to  perceive  and 
embrace. 

Religion  was  not  yet  extended  lo  the  north  farther 
than  the  conqoests  of  Charlemagne.  Denmark  and 
all  the  countryof  the  Normans  were  plunged  in  gross 
idolatry.  The  inhabitants  adored  Odin ;  they  imag- 
ined that  after  death,  the  happiness  of  man  consisted 
in  drinking  beer  out  of  the  skulls  of  their  enemies  in 
Odin's  hall.  We  still  have  translations  of  their  old 
songs  which  express  this  notion.  It  was  a  great 
deal  for  them  to  believe  in  another  life.  Poland  was 
neither  less  barbarous  nor  less  idolatrous.  The 
Muscovites,  more  savage  than  all  the  other  inhab- 
itants of  Great  Tartary,  knew  scarcely  enough  of 
religion  lo  be  Pagans.  Yet  all  these  nations  lived 
quietly  and  peaceably  in  their  ignorance,  happy  in 
being  unknown  to  Charlemagne,  who  sold  the 
knowledge  of  Christianity  so  dear. 


LAWS  AND  CUSTOMS. 

Justice  was  usually  administered  by  counts 
appointed  by  the  king.  'Hiey  had  their  respective 
districts  assigned,  and  were  supposed  to  be  acquaint- 
ed with  the  laws,  which  were  neither  so  numerous 
nor  obscure  as  ours :  the  proceedings  were  simple, 
and  every  man  pleaded  his  own  cause  in  France  and 
Gern»any. 
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Rome  alone  and  her  dependencies  still  reuined 
abundance  of  the  laws  and  formalities  of  the  Roman 
Empire ;  the  Lombard  laws  prevailed  through  the 
rest  of  northern  Italy. 

Every  count  had  under  htm  a  lieutenant  called 
"viguirr,"  seven  assessors  {scabini)  chown  in  the 
city.  Like  the  ancient  Roman  senators,  they  were 
at  once  warriors  and  judges.  Nay,  they  were  for- 
bidden to  appear  upon  the  tribunal  without  their 
bucklers ;  bin,  tinder  Charlemagne,  no  other  citizens 
or  even  soldiers  were  allowed  to  go  armed  in  time  of 
peace.  This  wise  law,  conformable  to  that  of  the 
Romans  and  Mussulmans,  prcvmted  those  quarrels 
and  continual  duels  which  sftrrwards  desolated 
Europe,  when  the  fashion  was  introduced  of  never 
quitting  the  sword,  but  of  going  armed  into  the 
houses  of  friends,  courts  of  judicature,  and 
churches ;  an  abuse  carried  to  such  a  length  that  in 
Spain,  Germany,  and  Flanders,  the  judge,  the  coun- 
sellor, the  solicitor,  and  physician  walk  at  this  day 
with  tlieir  swords  by  their  siJes.  as  if  they  were 
goiuK  to  tight. 

"nKKc  t-oiints  publislied  in  their  jurisdictioa  the 
order  of  marching  to  ■ft'ar.  enlisting  soldiers  under 
captains  t<r  co(n]MntrK  of  a  hundred,  conditcted  them 
to  the  rendrcvoiiK  of  the  iroups,  and  in  the  meantime 
left  their  lientetiauis  la  act  as  jut^es  in  the  boroughs, 
for  I  dare  xua  call  them  citiea. 

The  king  sent  commissaries  with  express  let- 
nn,   Miui  i^^mmici.  to  examine  the  conduct  of 
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■be  counts:  but  those  commissaries  and  counU 
Ktdotn  condemned  a  criminal  to  death  or  to  any 
'''T>oral  punishment.  For.  excepting  Saxony, 
''Iwre Charlemagne  exacted  sanguinary  laws,  almost 
*ll  sons  of  crimes  were  jmnislicd  by  fine  through 
"k  rest  of  his  empire;  tliat  of  rebellion  alone  was 
punished  with  death,  and  the  kings  reser^-ed  the 
jaclginem  to  themselves.  Tlie  Salic  law,  tliat  of 
the  Lombards  and  of  the  Ripuarii,  had  set  fixed 
prices  upon  the  greatest  part  of  all  the  other  outrages 
whieh  are  now  punished  with  the  loss  of  life,  or  by 
severe  penalties.  This  jurisprudence,  which  appears 
humane,  was  in  cfTtct  more  cruel  than  our  own : 
il  left  everybody  wImj  could  pay  for  it.  at  liberty  to 
do  mischief.  Tlir  ^ntlest  law  is  that  which  by 
bridling  iniquity  in  the  most  terrible  manner,  pre- 
vents the  frequent  commission  of  crimes. 

By  tbr  ancient  laws  reduced  under  Dagobert,  king 
of  the  Franks,  it  ooHt  one  himdrcd  sols  to  cut  off  a 
man's  ear;  and  if  the  loss  of  the  ear  was  not 
atten(ie<I  with  deafness,  the  perpetrator  was  quit  for 
fifty. 

The  murder  of  a  deacon  was  taxed  at  four  hun- 
dred sols,  and  that  uf  a  parish  priest  at  six  hundred. 
The  third  chapter  of  the  Ripuary  law  allows  the 
murderer  of  a  bishop  to  atone  the  crime  by  pay- 
ing as  much  gold  as  will  balance  a  leaden  tunic  as 
long  as  the  delinquent,  and  of  a  determined  thick- 
ness. 

The  Salic  law,  revived  under  Charlemag^,  fixes 
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tlie  price  of  a  bisliop's  life  at  four  hundred  sots.  It 
is  so  true  that  a  criminal  could  redeem  his  life  in 
this  manner,  that  a  number  of  those  laws  are  thus 
expressed  :  Componci  tfrcentum,  ^uccntum,  centum 
soHdis.  The  delinquent  ma>  compound  for  three 
hundred,  two  hundred,  or  one  hundred  sols. 

The  torture  was  applied  to  slaves  only,  and  h« 
who  by  the  torture  occasioned  the  death  of  an  inno- 
cent stave  belonging  to  another  man,  was  obliged 
to  give  him  two  by  way  of  satisfaction. 

Charlemagne,  who  corrected  the  Salic  and  Lom- 
bard Laws,  did  nothing  but  raise  the  price  of  crimes. 
They  were  all  specified,  and  a  distinction  made 
between  the  price  of  a  stroke  that  bared  the  brain, 
and  one  that  only  cut  off  one  of  the  tables  of  the 
skull :  the  Arst  was  valued  at  forty-five  sots,  and 
the  other  at  twenty. 

A  witch  convicted  of  having  eaten  Iniman  fleih 
was  condemned  to  pay  two  hundred  sols:  And  this 
article  is  a  proof  very  humbling  to  human  nature,  of 
the  excess  to  which  we  may  be  driven  by  supcrn. 
stition. 

All  outrages  against  chastity  had  likewise  their 
fixed  prices.  The  rape  of  a  married  woman  cost 
two  hundred  sols.  For  haWng  violated  a  girl  en  the 
highway,  iliey  paid  but  forty  sols.  Whosoever  car- 
ried off  a  girt  of  servile  condition,  was  fined  four 
sols,  and  obliged  to  restore  her  to  ber  mother.  The 
nmst  severe  of  those  barbarotis  laws  was  precisely 
that  which  ought  to  ha\-e  been  the  most  gentle.  Our- 
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leoiagnc  himself,  in  the  sixth  book  of  his  "  Capilnio' 
Ties,"  says  that  a  man's  marrying  his  godmother  is 
a  crime  worthy  of  death,  which  can  be  atoned  for 
in  no  other  way  but  by  spending  his  whole  life  in 
pilgrimage. 

Among  the  Salic  laws  there  is  one  which  strongly 
denotes  the  contempt  into  which  the  Romans  were 
fallen  with  those  barbarous  people:  The  Frank  who 
had  slain  a  Roman  citizen,  paid  no  more  than  1,050 
deniers;  whereas  the  Roman  paid  2,500  for  the 
blood  of  a  Frank. 

Id  criminal  causes  tliat  could  not  be  otherwise 
decided,  the  accused  party  purged  himself  by  oath. 
and  not  only  himself,  but  he  was  obliged  to  produce 
a  certain  number  of  witnesses  to  swear  to  the  same 
effect.  When  both  parties  opposed  oath  lo  oath,  the 
combat  was  sometimes  permitted. 

These  combats  we  know  were  appeals  to  the  judg- 
ment of  God :  this  is  the  name  they  gave  to  the  most 
deplorable  follies  of  those  barbarous  governments. 
The  accused  were  subjected  to  the  proof  of  cold 
water,  boiling  water,  or  red  hot  iron.  The  cele- 
brated Stephen  Baluze  has  collected  all  the  ancient 
ceremonies  of  those  trials.  They  began  with  the 
mass,  the  accused  person  was  excommunicated,  the 
cold  water  was  blessed  and  exorcised,  and  then, 
being  bound  with  cords,  he  was  thrown  into  the 
water.  If  he  sank  to  the  bottom,  he  was  reputed 
innocent;  but  if  he  floated  on  the  surface,  he  was 
found  guilty.    M.  de  Fleur>-,  in  his  "  Erclesiasiical 
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History."  saya  it  waa  a  sure  way  to  find  no  person 
criminal.  "  1  dare  say.  it  was  a  way  by  which  many 
innocent  persons  perislied.  Ttiere  are  many  men 
whose  breasts  are  so  large,  and  whose  lungs  arc  so 
light,  38  lo  hinder  them  from  sinking,  especially 
when  a  thick  cord  with  whidi  tliey  arc  lied  in  several 
circuni volutions,  constitutes,  with  the  body,  a  volume 
specifically  lighter  than  the  same  quantity  of  water." 
This  wretched  castom,  since  proscribed  in  lai^ 
cities,  is  preserved  even  to  our  days  in  many  prov- 
inces; and  tliosc  who  incurred  the  imputation  of 
sorcery  have  been  often  subjected  to  it.  even  by  the 
sentence  of  the  judge;  for  nothing  endures  so  long 
as  supcrslitioii,  and  more  than  one  unfortunate 
wretch  has  lost  his  life  by  the  trial. 

The  judgment  of  God,  by  means  of  hot  water,  was 
executed  by  compelling  the  accused  to  plunge  his 
naked  arm  into  a  tub  of  boiling  water  and  take  up 
from  the  bottom  a  consecrated  ring.  The  judge,  in 
presence  of  the  priests  and  the  people,  enclosed 
the  patient's  arm  in  a  bag  sealed  with  his  own  seal : 
and  if  in  three  days  iliereafter  no  mark  of  a  scald 
appeared,  or  if  the  mark  was  thought  inconsiderable, 
his  innocence  was  acknowledged.  We  plainly  sec 
that  the  judges  could  warp  these  strange  laws 
according  lo  their  own  pleasure,  seeing  it  was  in 
their  pow*er  to  tiecide  whether  or  not  the  cicatrix 
was  conuderable  enough  to  constitute  the  crime. 

793  — Charles  bring  nciglibor  to  the  Huns,  of 
consequence  becomes  their  natural  enemy.    He  levies 
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troops  a^nst  them,  and  girds  his  son  Louis  with 
the  sword  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age.  He 
makes  him  what  was  thei;  called  Miles,  that  is, 
instructs  him  in  the  art  o£  war;  but  this  was  not 
creating  him  knight,  as  some  authors  have  Imagined. 
Chivalry  was  not  established  until  a  long  lime  after 
this  period.  He  again  defeats  the  Huns  upon  the 
Danube  and  upon  the  Raa1>. 

Charles  assembles  the  bishops  to  judge  the  doc- 
trine of  Elipand,  archbishop  of  Toledo.  One  may 
be  amazed  to  find  an  archbishop  of  Toledo  at  that 
time  when  the  Mussulmans  were  masters  in  Spain ; 
but  we  must  know  that  the  Mussulmans,  though  vic- 
tors, left  liberty  of  conscience  to  the  vanquished; 
that  they  did  not  think  the  Christians  were  worthy 
to  be  Mussulmans,  and  contented  themselves  with 
imposing  a  slight  tribute  upon  them. 

This  Elipand  imagined,  like  Felix  d'Urgel.  tliac 
Jesus  Christ,  as  man  was  the  adopted  son,  but,  as 
God.  was  the  nalural  son,  of  God  the  Father.  It 
was  a  difficult  point  to  resolve  by  one's  self;  there- 
fore it  was  referred  to  judges,  by  whom  the  doc- 
trine was  condemned. 

While  Charles  obtains  victories,  enacts  laws,  and 
assembles  bishops,  a  conspirac>'  is  formed  against 
him.  He  had  a  son  by  one  of  his  wives  or  concu- 
bines, called  Pepin  the  Hunchback,  to  distinguish 
him  from  his  other  son,  Pepin,  king  of  Italy.  Such 
children  as  are  now  called  bastards,  and  deprived  of 
inheritance,  were  capable  of  inheriting  at  that  time, 
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and  were  not  reputed  bastards.  Hunchback,  though 
the  eldest  of  all  the  sons,  had  no  portion,  and  this 
is  the  origin  of  the  conspiracy.  He  is  apprehended 
with  his  accximpUces  at  Etatisbon,  tried  by  a  parlia- 
ment, shaved,  and  sent  to  the  monastery  of  Pnim  in 
the  Ardennes.  Some  of  his  adherents  have  their 
eyes  cut  out,  and  others  are  beheaded. 

794  —  The  Saxons  revolt  again,  and  are  again 
easily  defeated.  Witttkind  was  no  longer  at  their 
head. 

The  famoas  Council  of  Frankfort.  Here  was  con- 
demned the  Second  Council  of  Nice,  in  which  the 
Empress  Irene  had  re-established  the  worship  of 
images. 

Charlemagne  causes  the  "  Carolin-Books  "  to  be 
written  against  image-worship.  Rome  did  not  then 
think  like  the  kingdom  of  the  Franks:  but  this  dif- 
ference of  opinion  did  not  create  any  quarrel  between 
Charlemagne  and  the  pope,  to  wlKon  his  friendship 
was  necessary. 

795  —  The  duke  of  Friuli.  a  vassal  of  Charles,  ts 
sent  against  the  Huns,  and  makes  himself  master  of 
their  treasures,  supposing  they  had  any.  Pope 
Adrian  dies  December  35.  Charlemagne  is  said  to 
have  written  his  epitaph  in  Latin  verse ;  but  one  can 
hardly  believe  that  this  king  of  the  Franks,  who 
could  not  write,  should  nevertheless  be  capable  of 
making  Latin  verses. 

976  —  Leo  in.  succeeds  Adrian,  and  Charles 
writes  to  him  thus:    "  We  rejoice  at  your  election. 
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and  that  you  pay  us  that  obedience  and  fidelity  which 
is  our  due."  In  this  manner  he  expresses  himself 
as  a  patrician  of  Rome,  and  thus  his  father  expressed 
himself  to  the  Franks  as  mayor  of  the  palace. 

797-798 —  Pepin,  king  of  llaly.is  sent  by  his  father 
against  the  Huns ;  a  sure  sign  that  the  farmer  vic- 
tories were  not  very  complete.  He  obtains  a  new  one. 
The  celebrated  Empress  Irene  is  shut  up  in  a  cloister 
by  her  son  Consuntine  V.  She  reascends  the 
throne ;  catises  her  son's  eyes  to  be  put  out ;  he  dies 
of  the  operation,  and  she  laments  his  death.  This 
Irene,  although  the  natural  enemy  of  Charlemagne. 
was  desirous  of  being  allied  to  him. 

799  — At  this  period  the  Normans,  that  is  "  men 
of  the  North,"  who  inhabited  the  coasts  of  the  Bal- 
tic, were  pirates.  Charles  equips  a  Heet  and  clears 
the  seas  of  them. 

The  new  pope,  Leo  III.,  incurs  the  resentment  of 
the  Romans:  his  canons  resolve  to  put  out  his  eyes, 
and  cut  out  his  tongue.  The  attempt  is  made,  but 
be  recovers  of  his  wounds;  he  comes  to  Padcrbom 
to  demand  justice  of  Charles,  who  sends  him  back 
to  Rome  with  an  escort.  Charles  follows  him  in  a 
little  time:  sends  his  son  Pepin  to  seize  the  duchy 
of  BcDCventum,  which  is  still  held  by  the  emperor  of 
Constantinople. 

800 — He  arrives  at  Rome;  declares  the  pope 
innocent  of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  and  the 
pope  declares  him  emperor  amidst  the  acclamations 
of  llie  people.     (ThartmiBgne  affects  to  conceal  his 
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joy  under  ilie  cloak  of  ntodcsiy,  and  swins  astonished 
at  his  glory ;  he  acts  as  the  sovereign  of  Rome,  and 
renews  the  empire  of  the  Oesars;  but  to  render 
tliAt  empire  durable,  there  was  a  necessity  for 
remaining  at  Rome. 

8oi  —  Historian*  allcse  that  as  noon  as  he 
emperor,  Irene  expressed  a  desire  of  being  niarri 
to  hira.  Such  a  marriage  would  ratlKr  have  been 
between  the  two  empires  than  between  Charlemagne 
and  Irene,  who  was  an  old  woman. 

802  —  Charlemagne  exerts  all  the  authority  of  the 
old  emperors.  No  country  from  Beneventum  to 
Bayonnc,  and  from  Bayonne  to  Bavaria,  was  ex- 
empted from  his  legislative  power.  John,  duke  of 
Veaioe,  having  assassinated  a  bishop,  is  accused 
before  Charles,  and  does  not  object  to  him  as  a 
judge. 

Niccpliorus,  successor  to  Irene,  acknowledges 
Charles  as  emperor,  without  coming  to  any  agree- 
ment abotit  the  limits  of  the  two  empires. 

803-804  — The  emperor  applies  himself  to  the 
establishment  of  police  in  his  dominions,  as  much  a,s 
the  times  would  permit.  He  again  disperses  the 
factions  of  the  Saxons,  and  at  last  transports  part 
of  that  people  to  Flanders,  Provence,  Italy,  and 
Rome  itself. 

805  —  He  dictates  his  last  will,  which  begins  thus : 
"  Charles,  Emperor,  Cxsar.  tlie  most  invincible  king 
of  the  Frcnks,"  etc.  He  bequeaths  to  Louis  all  the 
country  from  Spain  to  the  Rhine:    He  leaves  Italy 
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and  Bavaria  to  Pepin,  and  to  Charles,  France  from 
the  LoiTv  to  Ingoldstadt,  and  all  Austrasia  from  the 
Scheldt  to  the  confines  of  Brandenburg.  In  these 
three  lots  there  was  subject  for  eternal  divisions. 
Charlemagne  thowghl  to  prevent  all  dissensions,  by 
ordaining  that  if  any  difference  should  happen  about 
the  limits  of  these  kingdoms,  which  could  not  be 
decided  by  evidence,  they  should  appeal  to  the 
*■  Jtidgmeni  of  the  Cross."  This  consisted  in  mak- 
ing the  opposite  advocates  stand  with  their  arms 
extended,  and  he  who  was  first  wearied  lost  the 
caase.  The  natural  good  sense  of  so  great  a  con- 
queror could  not  overbalance  the  customs  of  the 
age. 

Charlemagne  still  retains  the  empire  and  the  sove- 
'Teignty.  and  was  king  of  the  kings,  his  children. 
'This  famous  will  was  made  at  Thionville  with  the 
approbation  of  a  parliament  The  parliament  was 
composed  of  bishops,  abbots,  officers  of  the  palace, 
and  the  army,  who  attended  for  no  other  reason  but 
to  attest  Die  will  of  an  absoltitc  master.  The  diets 
were  not  then  what  ihey  are  now;  and  that  vast 
republic  of  princes,  noblemen,  and  free  towns  under 
one  chief,  was  not  llien  established. 

806— The  famous  Haroun,  caliph  of  Bagdad,  the 
new  Babylon,  sends  ambassadors  and  presents  to 
Charlemagne.  The  nations  bestowed  upon  Haroun 
a  title  superior  to  that  of  Charlemagne ;  the  emperor 
of  Ihc  West  was  sumarocd  "  The  Great."  but  the 
caliph  was  sumamed  "  The  Just." 
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It  IS  not  surprising  that  Harouii-al-Ra5chid  should 
send  ambassadors  to  the  French  emperor :  they  were 
both  enemies  to  the  emperor  of  the  Hast ;  but  what 
would  be  surprising  if.  that  a  cattph.  as  our  historians 
allege,  should  propose  the  cession  of  Jerusalem  to 
Charlemagne.  It  would  have  been  a  profanation  in 
the  caliph  to  yield  np  to  Christians  a  city  full  of 
mosques,  and  this  profanation  would  have  cost  him 
bis  throne  and  life.  Besides,  enthusiasm  had  oot 
as  yet  summoned  the  Christians  of  the  West  to 
Jerusalem. 

Charles  convokes  a  council  at  Aix-la-Chapelle. 
This  council  adds  to  the  creed,  "  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
proceeds  from  the  Father  and  the  Son."  This  addi- 
tion was  not  then  received  at  Rome,  but  the  Romans 
adopted  it  soon  after.  Thus  some  dogmas  are  estab- 
lished by  linle  and  little. 

At  this  period  the  people  called  Normans,  Danes, 
and  Scandinavians,  reinforced  by  the  ancient  Sax- 
ons, who  had  retired  among  them,  presumed  to 
meoacc  the  coast  of  the  new  empire.  Charles  crosses 
the  Elbe,  and  Godfrey,  chief  of  all  those  Barbarians, 
in  order  to  defend  himself,  draws  a  large  trench 
between  the  ocean  and  the  Baltic,  on  the  confines  of 
Hotstein,  the  ancient  Cimbrian  Chersonesus,  and 
fortifies  this  trench  with  a  strong  palisade.  In  the 
same  manner  the  Romans  had  drawn  an  entreiKh- 
luent  between  England  and  Scotland:  feeble  imita- 
tions of  the  famous  Qiinese  wall. 

807-809— Treaties  with  the  Danca.    Laws  for 
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the  Saxons.  Police  established  in  the  empire. 
Small  fleets  stationed  at  the  mouths  of  rivers. 

810  —  Pepin,  that  son  of  Charlemagne  to  whom 
hii  father  had  given  llic  kingdom  of  Italy,  dies  of 
tbf  plague,  in  the  month  of  July,  leaving  a  bastard 
oiled  Bernard.  Tlic  emperor,  without  difficulty, 
bestows  Italy  un  this  ba.stard,  as  tltc  nauiral  tieir. 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  time. 

811 — A  fleet  stationed  at  Boulogne  in  the  chan* 
ncL  A  light-house  rebuilt  .it  Boulogne.  Wiirzburg 
built  The  death  of  Prince  Charles,  destined  for 
lliE  empire. 

813  —  The  emperor  associates  his  son  Louis  in  the 
Mipire,  in  tlie  iiK.nth  of  March,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle. 
All  present  arc  obliged  to  give  their  votes  for  this 
UKtciatian.  He  gives  the  city  of  Ulm  to  the  monks, 
"'batreat  the  inhabitants  like  slaves.  He  gives  lands 
^  Eginard,  the  supposed  lover  of  his  daughter 
Eouna.  The  romances  are  full  of  fable  worthy  of 
Ardibtshop  Turpin,  concerning  this  Eginard  and 
'^  pretended  daughter  of  the  emperor ;  but,  unfor- 
'utiately  for  the  author,  Charlemagne  never  tiad  a 
<Utig)iter  of  that  name. 

814 — He  dies  of  a  pleurisy  after  seven  days' 
'llness.  on  January  28,  at  three  in  the  morning.  He 
^  BO  physician  near  him  who  knew  what  a  pleurisy 
*U-  Medicine,  like  almost  all  the  other  arts,  was 
*"**n  to  none  but  tl*e  Arabians  and  Greeks  of  Con- 
i^tioople. 

V«l.  31-4 


so 


Annals  of  the  Empire. 


LOUIS  LE  Df30NNAIRE,  OR  THE  WEAK. 

SECOND  EMFEXOB. 

S14  —  Louis  hastens  from  Aquitaine  to  Aix-la- 
Chapcllc,  and  puts  himself  in  full  possession  of  the 
empire,  lie  was  bom  in  778  to  Cliarleniagne  by 
one  of  his  wives,  called  Ildegarde,  daughter  of  a 
German  duke.  He  is  said  to  have  had  beauty, 
strength,  health,  and  address  at  all  his  exercises,  and 
10  have  understood  Latin  and  Greek;  but  he  was 
weak  and  unfortunate.  His  ein[)irc  was  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  Baltic  and  Denmark,  the  ocean  on 
the  west,  the  Mediterranean,  Adriatic,  anil  Pj-renees 
on  the  south,  and  the  \  istula  and  Tanais  on  the  east. 
The  duke  of  Bencventtun  was  his  feudatory,  and 
paid  him  annually  »even  thousand  crowns  of  gold 
for  his  duchy  ;  a  very  considerable  sum  at  that  time. 
The  territory  of  Beneventum  extended  much  farther 
at  that  time  than  now,  and  consthuted  the  boundary 
of  the  two  empires. 

815  —  The  first  step  that  Louis  took  was  to  sliut 
up  all  his  sisters  in  convents,  and  all  their  lovers 
in  jail,  a  measure  for  which  he  was  not  beloved, 
cither  in  his  own  family,  or  tn  the  state:  the  seeond 
was  to  augment  the  privileges  of  all  the  churches ; 
the  third  was  to  incense  his  nephew,  Bernard,  king 
of  Italy,  who  came  to  lake  the  oath  of  fidelity,  and 
saw  all  his  friends  exiled. 

816—  Stephen  IV.  is  elected  bishop  of  Rome  and 
pope  by  the  Roman  people,  without  consulting  the 
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aapcror ;  but  he  makes  the  people  awear  obedience 
and  fidelity  to  Luuis,  to  whom  he  carries  the  oath  ia 
person  to  Rheims.  He  crowns  the  emperor  and  his 
vife  Ermengardc;  and  rct>]ms  to  Rome  in  the 
mcmth  of  October,  with  a  decree  importing  that  for 
ihi  future  the  popes  shall  be  elected  in  presence  of 
llw  emperor's  ambassadors. 

S17  —  Louis  associates  hib  eldest  son  Lxitharms  in 
ti«  empire.    This  was  hastening  matters  consider- 
ably.   He  made  Pepin,  his  second  son,  king  of  Aqui- 
Uioc;    and  erects  Bavaria,  with  some  neighboring 
countries,    into   a   kingdom    for  his   youngest   son 
Louis.     All   three  arc  dissatisfied:    Lotharius.  at 
being  an  emperor  wiihout  power;   the  two  others, 
with  the  smatlnesa  of  their  dominions ;  and  Bernard, 
king  of  Italy,  nephew  to  the  emperor,  more  dissat* 
isfied  than  all  the  rest. 

818  —  The  emperor  Louis  thought  himself  em- 
peror of  Rome,  and  Bernard,  grandson  of  Charle- 
magne, would  have  no  master  in  luly.  It  is  plain 
that  Charlemagne  in  his  division  had  acted  more 
like  a  parent  than  a  politician,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  civil  wars  for  bis  family.  The  emperor  and 
Bemard  had  recourse  to  arms,  and  meet  at  Chalona- 
fiir-Sadnc.  Bemard.  who  was  probably  more  ambi- 
tious than  warlike,  loses  part  of  his  army  without 
fighting;  and  submits  to  the  mercy  of  Louis  le 
Oebonnaire,  who  orders  the  eyes  of  his  nephew, 
Bemard,  and  all  his  partisans  to  be  put  out.  The 
operation  was  not  expertly  performed  upon  Bemard, 
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who  dies  three  days  after  he  had  undergone  it.  This 
custom  of  putting  out  the  eyes  of  princes  was  very 
much  practiced  by  the  Greek  emperors,  unknown  to 
the  caliphs,  and  prohibited  by  Charlemagne. 

819  —  The  emperor  loses  his  wife.  Ermengarde. 
atMl  hesitates  whether  he  shall  become  a  mook  or 
marry  again.    He  takes  to  wife  one  Judith,  daughter 
of  a  Bavarian  count.     He  pacifies  some  troubles  in_ 
Paononia,  and  holds  diets  at  Aix-la-ChapeUe. 

82a  —  Hi.s  gencraU  retake  Camiota  and  Carinthta 
from  the  barbarians,  who  had  conquered  these  proi 
inces. 

831 — Several  ecclesiastics  inspire  the  emperor 
LoaU  with  remorse  for  the  punishment  he  had 
inHicted  upon  his  nephew,  King  Bernard,  and  the 
monasterial  captivity  in  which  he  held  three  of  his 
own  brothers,  whose  names  were  Drogan,  Thicrri, 
and  Hugucs,  contrary  to  the  promise  he  had  made 
to  Charlemagne  to  take  care  of  their  fortune.  Those 
ecclesiastics  were  in  the  right.  It  is  a  consolation  to 
mankind  that  there  are  everywhere  men  who  can, 
in  the  name  of  the  Divinity,  inspire  princes  with 
remorse ;  but  there  they  ought  to  stop,  withotit  per- 
secuting and  debasing  them.  ^M 

823  —  The  bishops  and  abbots  impose  a  publi^* 
penance  on  the  emperor.  He  appears  in  the  assem- 
bly of  Attigny  covered  with  haircloth.  He  gives 
archbishoprics  and  abbeys  to  his  brollicrs,  whom  he 
had  made  monks  against  their  inclination.  He  im- 
plores forgiveness  of  God  for  the  death  of  Bernard ; 
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pubhc  penance,  which  rendered  the  emperor  ridic- 
ulcus. 

823  —  What  were  more  dangerous  circumstance*. 
irius,  whom  he  had  associated  in  the  otnpire. 
hinuself  to  be  crowned  at  Rome  by  Pope 
the  empress  Judith,  his  mother-in-law, 
brought  him  a  brother :  and  the  Romajis  neither 
loved  nor  valued  the  emperor.  One  of  the  great 
faults  of  L^uis  was  his  neglecting  to  6x  the  state  of 
empire  at  Rome.  Pope  Pasclial,  without  remission, 
pat  out  the  eyes  of  all  those  who  preached  obedience 
to  emperors;  but  afterwards  he  swore  before  God 
that  he  had  no  share  in  these  executions,  and  the 
emperor  said  not  a  worfl. 

The  empress  Judith  is  delivered  at  Compicgne  of 
a  son,  who  is  called  Charles.  Lotharius  was  then 
returned  from  Rome.  His  father.  Louis,  the  em- 
peror, exacts  of  him  an  oath,  importing  that  he 
would  consent  to  give  some  kingdom  to  this  child ; 
a  kind  of  oath,  the  violation  of  which  he  might  have 
foreseen. 

824 —  Hope  Paschal  dies.  The  Romans  will  not 
allow  him  to  be  buried.  Lotharius.  on  his  return 
to  Rome,  causes  informations  to  be  taken  against 
his  memory.  The  process  is  dropped.  Lotharioi, 
as  empernr  ami  sovereign  of  Rome,  makes  laws 
for  the  protection  of  the  popes ;  but  in  these  very 
laws,  he  names  the  pope  before  himself;  an  ex- 
tremely dangerous  piece  of  inattention. 
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Pope  Stephen  II.  takes  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
two  vmperors,  but  there  it  is  expressly  said  it  was 
of  his  own  free  wilt.  The  clergy  and  the  Roman 
people  swear  they  will  never  suffer  a  pope  to  be 
elected  without  the  consent  of  the  emperor.  They 
swear  fealty  to  their  lords  Louis  and  Lotharitis,  but 
add,  "  savini;:  the  fidelity  we  have  promised  to  our 
lord  tlie  jKipe." 

It  seems  that  in  all  the  oaths  of  those  times  there 
were  clauses  by  which  ihcy  were  in  effect  annulled. 
Armorica  or  Brittany  would  not  then  acknowledge 
the  empire.  Those  people  had  no  right,  but  that  in 
common  to  atl  men,  to  be  free ;  but  in  less  than  forty 
days  they  were  obliged  to  yield  to  the  stronger 
power. 

8a5 — One  Her  jolt,  duke  of  the  Danes,  comes  to 
the  court  of  Louis  to  embrace  the  Christian  religion ; 
but  this  was  because  he  had  been  expelled  from  his 
own  dominions.  The  emperor  sends  Anscharius.  a 
monk  of  Corbie,  to  preach  Gmstianity  in  the  deserts 
where  Stockholm  is  now  actually  built.  He  founds 
the  bishopric  of  Hamburg  for  this  Anscharius,  and 
from  Hamburg  the  nnssionaries  are  to  set  out,  in 
order  to  convert  the  North. 

New  Corbie  is  founded  in  Westphalia  for  the 
same  purpose.  The  abbot,  instead  of  being  a  mis- 
riomry.  is  now  a  prince  of  the  empire. 

826  —  While  Louis  is  employed  at  Aix-la-Chap- 
clte,  about  the  misskms  of  the  North,  the  Moorish 
kings  of  Spain  send  troops  into  .\quitaine,  and  war 
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ticarhecj  on  near  the  Pyrenees  between  the  Mussul- 
mans and  the  Oiri&tiaiij;  but  it  is  soon  terminated 
by  acrccmcnt. 

827 — The  emperor  Louts  causes  councils  to  be 
bdd  at  Mentz.  Paris,  and  Toulouse.  I  tc  repents  of 
tliis  measure.  7*he  Council  of  Paris  writes  to  hJm 
and  his  son  Lotliarius:  "  We  entreat  your  excellen- 
oes  to  remember,  after  the  example  of  Constantine, 
that  the  bishops  have  a  right  to  judge  you,  and  that 
bishops  canuot  be  judged  by  man." 

touis  bestows  upon  Itis  young  son  Charles,  m  the 
cradle,  what  wa»  then  called  Germany,  situate 
between  the  Main,  llie  Khinc,  tlic  Neckar,  and  the 
Danube;  to  this  he  added  Transjuranc  Burgundy, 
comprehending  the  country  of  Geneva  and  Switzer- 
bnd. 

The  three  other  children  of  Louis  resent  this  par- 
tition, and  at  first  excite  the  exclamations  of  the 
whole  empire. 

82B  —  Judith,  mother  of  Charles,  that  infaJit  king 
of  Germany,  governed  her  husband,  the  emperor, 
and  was  governed  by  one  Bernard,  count  of  Barce- 
lona, her  gallant,  whom  she  had  placed  at  the  head 
of  affairs. 

829  —  So  many  weaknesses  gave  birth  to  factions. 
An  abbot,  called  Vala,  a  relative  of  Louis,  begins 
a  conspiracy  against  the  emperor.  His  three  chil- 
dren—  Lotliarius  associated  with  him  in  the  empire. 
Pepin,  to  whom  he  had  given  Aquitatne,  and  Louis, 
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who  had  received  Bavaria  front  hi»  bounty,  declared 
against  their  father. 

An  abliot  of  St.  Denis,  who  had  at  the  same  lime 
St.  Mcdard  de  Soissons  and  St.  (jennain,  promises 
to  levy  troops  for  their  service.  The  bishops  of 
Vienna,  Amiens,  and  Lyons  declare  all  those  who 
will  not  join  tliem.  "  rebels  to  God  and  the  Church." 
This  was  not  the  first  time  the  world  had  seen  civil 
war  preached  tip  in  the  name  of  God ;  but  it  was  the 
first  time  any  father  had  at  one  time  seen  three  of  his 
own  children  rebellious  and  unnatural  in  the  name 
of  God. 

850 —  liach  of  these  rclKlliotis  sons  had  an  army  ; 
and  the  father  had  but  a  handful  of  troops,  with 
which  he  fled  from  Aix-Ia-Chapcllc  to  Picardy.  He 
set  out  on  Ash  Wcdttcsday.  a  circtimstanrc  trifling:  in 
itself,  but  become  eternally  memorable  by  its  having 
been  imputed  to  htm  a&  a  crime  equal  to  sacrilege. 

At  first  a  remnant  of  respect  for  the  paternal  and 
imperial  authority,  which  had  mixed  with  the  rebel- 
ion.  inditccB  them  to  give  Louis  the  Weak  the  hear- 
ing in  an  assembly  at  Conipiegne.  There  he  prom- 
ised to  be  ruled  by  the  advice  of  his  son.  King  Pepin, 
and  that  of  the  priests,  and  to  make  his  wife  a  nun. 
but  until  a  decisive  resohition  can  be  taken  Pepin, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  times,  puts  out  the 
eyes  of  Bernard,  that  gallant  of  Judith  who  thought 
himself  secure ;  and  his  brother  underwent  the  sanM 
fate. 

TTiose  who  have  a  taste  for  the  researches  of 
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ubquity  are  of  opinion  tliat  Bernard  presen'ed  bU 
era.  and  that  his  brother  suffered  for  him.  True 
bxiwlcdgc  does  not  consist  in  the  investigation  of 
these  things  ;  biit  in  knowing  the  barbarous  customs 
vltich  prevailed  at  that  time,  the  weakness  of  the 
{overnment.  the  misery  of  nations,  and  the  power  of 
tbt  clergy. 

Lotharius  arrives  from  Italy :  he  puts  the 
saperor,  his  fattier,  in  prison.  iii  [he  hands  of  monks. 
Oik  of  these,  whose  name  was  Gombaud,  liaving 
aore  address  than  his  fellows,  serves  the  emperor 
with  great  dexterity,  and  effects  his  deliverance. 
Utharitis  at  length  begs  pardon  of  his  father  at 
'^iiBCgucn.  The  three  brothers  are  divided  among 
Ihanselves.  and  tlic  emperor,  at  the  mercy  of  those 
h  whom  he  is  governed,  leaves  the  whole  empire  in 
canfasion. 

Sjt  — Diets  are  assembled  and  armies  raised  on 
«il  hands.  The  empire  betximes  an  anarchy.  Louis 
of  Bavaria  enters  the  country  called  Germany  and 
makes  his  peace  at  the  head  of  an  army. 

Pepin  is  made  prisoner.  Lotharius  is  taken  into 
favor;  and  in  every  treaty  a  new  rebellion  is  pro- 
jected. 

83*  —  The  empress  Judith  lakes  the  advantage  of 
a  lucky  moment  to  strip  Pepin  of  the  kingdom  of 
-Aquitainc  and  give  it  to  her  son  Charles  —  thai  is.  to 
herself,  in  the  tiamc  of  her  sun.  Lf  the  emperor 
Louis  Uie  Weak  had  not  given  away  so  many  king- 
doms he  wotdd  have  been  able  tu  keep  his  own. 
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Lotbarius,  under  pretext  of  dethroning  his  brother 
Pepin,  arrives  from  Italy  with  an  arniy,  and  with 
lliat  army  brings  Pope  Gregory  IV.  to  inspire  more 
respect  and  excite  more  trouble. 

833  —  Some  bisho[M  attached  to  the  emperor 
Louis,  parncuUirty  those  of  Germany,  write  to  the 
Pope:  "  If  thou  art  come  to  excommunicate,  thou 
shalt  return  excommunicated."  But  the  party  of 
Lotharius,  of  the  otlier  rebellious  sons,  and  the  pope, 
prevailed.  The  rebel  and  papal  army  advances  to  the 
nciRlihorhood  of  lias^l  ajfainst  llie  imperial  army. 
The  pope  writes  to  the  bishops:  "  Know  that  the 
authority  of  my  chair  is  greater  than  tliat  of  the 
throne  of  Louis."  In  order  to  prove  that  assertion, 
he  negotiates  with  that  emperor  and  deceives  him. 
The  field  in  which  they  negotiated  is  called  "  the  field 
of  deceit."  He  seduced  the  emperor's  officers  and 
soldiers.  Thai  unfortunate  father  surrenders  him- 
self to  his  rebellious  sons  Lotharius  and  Louis 
nf  Bavaria  on  ifie  single  conilition  that  they  should 
not  put  out  the  eyes  of  his  wife  and  his  son  Charles, 
who  was  with  him. 

The  rebellious  Lotliariu,s  sends  his  mother-in-law 
prisoner  to  Tortona.  tiis  father  to  the  abbey  of  St. 
Mcdard.and  his  brother  Charles  to  the  monastery  of 
Pnim.  He  assembles  a  diet  at  Compiegne.  and 
thence  adjourns  to  Soissons. 

An  archbishop  of  Rheims,  called  Ebbon,  uken 
from  a  servile  condition  against  the  laws,  and  ele- 
vated 10  that  dignity  by  Louis  himself,  deposes  his 
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wvereign  and  beneiactor.  Tlie  monarch  is  com- 
pelled to  appear  before  tbis  prelate,  surrounded  by 
tliiny  bishops,  canons  and  monks  in  the  church  of 
Notre  Dame,  at  Soissons.  Lotharius  is  present  at 
the  humiliation  of  the  father.  A  haircloth  is  spread 
before  the  altar.  The  archbishop  commands  the 
emperor  to  take  off  his  baldric,  sword,  and  habit, 
arid  prostrate  himself  upon  this  haircloth.  Louis, 
with  his  face  towards  the  earth,  implores  of  his  owm 
accord  public  penance,  which  he  deserved  but  too 
well  by  this  abject  siibmission.  The  archbishop 
compds  him  to  read  aloud  the  list  of  hts  crimes, 
among^  which  it  is  .spccifictl  that  he  had  onJcrcd  his 
troops  to  march  on  Ash  Wednesday,  and  convoked 
a  parliament  on  Holy  Thursday.  They  constitute 
a  verbal  process  of  this  whole  tran.uction,  a  monu- 
ment of  iitsolenc-e  and  meanness  still  extant.  In  this 
process  they  did  not  even  deign  to  call  Louis  by  the 
name  of  emperor. 

Louis  the  Weak  continues  shut  up  for  the  space 
of  a  year,  in  a  celt  of  the  convent  of  St.  Mcdard  at 
Soissons,  clothed  in  sackcloth,  without  servants, 
without  consolation.  Had  he  had  but  one  son.  be 
would  have  been  lost  forever ;  but  his  three  children 
quarrelled  about  his  spoils,  and  their  dissensions 
soon  restored  liberty  and  the  crown  to  their  father. 
At  this  time  of  anarchy,  the  Normans,  that  h  an 
assembl^^e  of  Norwegians,  Swedes,  Danes,  Pome- 
ranians and  Livonians,  infested  the  coasts  of  the 
empire.     They  burned  the  new  bishopric  of  Ham- 
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burg,  sacked  and  plundered  Friesland,  showed  by 
anticipation  the  miseries  they  would  one  day  occa- 
sion, and  there  was  iK>  other  way  taken  to  expel 
them,  but  paying  a  sum  of  money,  which  invited 
them  to  return  again. 

834  — Louis,  king  of  Bavaria,  and  Pepin,  king  of 
Aquitaine.  resolve  to  deliver  their  fatlier,  because 
they  are  dissatisfied  with  their  brother  Lotharius, 
who  is  forced  to  consent  to  his  enlargement.  The 
emperor  is  re-establiKhed  at  St.  Dtnls,  near  Paris,  , 
but  he  dares  not  resume  the  crown,  till  after  he  is 
absolved  by  the  bisliops. 

83s — As  soon  as  he  is  absolved,  he  is  enabled 
to  levy  lroop«.  Lotharius  restores  his  wife  Judith 
and  his  son  Charles.  An  assembly  at  Thionville 
anathematizes  that  of  Sotssons.  It  costs  the  arcli- 
bistiop  Kbbon  no  more  than  the  loss  of  his  see ; 
besides,  he  was  only  deposed  in  the  vestry :  whereas. 
llic  emperor  had  been  degraded  at  the  foot  of  the 
idtv. 

836  —  This  whole  year  is  spent  in  fruitless  nego- 
tiations,  and  marked  by  public  calamities. 

837 — Louis  the  Weak  is  taken  ill.  A  comet 
appears:  "  Kail  not,"  said  the  emperor  to  his  astrxjl- 
oger,  "  to  let  me  know  what  that  comet  signifies." 
The  Ulro]<^r  answers  that  it  portended  the  death 
of  a  great  prince.  The  emperor  did  not  doubt  but 
it  was  his  own ;  prepares  himwlf  for  death,  and 
recovers.    That  same  year  the  conxi  had  its  effect 
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upoD  his  son,  King  Pepin.  Thb  was  a  new  source 
of  trouble. 

S38  —  The  emperor  Louis  has  now  but  two  cMI- 
dren  K)  fear,  instead  of  three.  Louis  of  Bavaria 
rebels  again,  and  again  begs  pardon. 

839 —  Lotharius  likewise  liegs  pardon  in  order  to 
hare  Aquttainc.  The  emperor  makes  a  new  parti- 
tion of  his  dominions,  takes  everything  from  the 
children  of  Pepin  lately  dead.  To  Italy,  possessed 
by  the  rebel  lotharius,  he  adds  Btirgiindy,  Lyons, 
Franchc-Comtc.  part  of  Lorrai:ie,  of  the  Palatinate, 
of  Trier.  Cologne.  Alsace,  Franconia,  Nuremberg. 
Thuringia.  Saxony,  and  Friesland.  He  gives  to  his 
beloved  Charles,  the  son  of  Judith,  all  that  lies 
between  the  Loire,  ttie  Rhone,  the  Meuse,  and  the 
ocean.  By  this  partition,  he  again  finds  the  secret 
to  disgust  his  children  and  grandchildren.  Louis 
of  Bavaria  takes  arms  against  him. 

840  —  Louis,  the  emperor,  dies  at  length  of  cha- 
grin. Before  his  death  he  makes  presents  to  his 
children.  Some  partisans  of  Loiiis  of  Bavaria,  expos- 
tulaling  with  him  on  account  of  his  having  given 
nothing  10  that  uimatiira!  son,  "  I  forgive  him,"  said 
he,  "  but  let  him  knew  he  is  the  cause  of  my  death." 

His  will  confirms  the  donation  of  Pepin  and 
Charlemagne  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  which  owes 
evcrjthing  to  the  kings  of  the  Franks,  One  is  sur- 
prised in  reading  the  charter  called  "Carta  divi' 
stoms."  to  find  hini  adding  Corsica,  Sardinia,  and 
Sicily    to    those    present!,      Sardinia    and    Sicily 
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were  disputed  between  the  Mussulmans  and  some 
Christian  adventurers,  which  last  had  recourse 
to  the  popes,  from  whom  ihey  received  bulls  and 
charity.  Tbcy  consented  to  hold  of  the  popes ;  but 
at  that  time,  in  order  to  acquire  that  right  of  fief  or 
dependence,  the  popes  ought  to  iiave  demanded  it  of 
the  emperors.  It  is  not  known  whether  or  not  Louis 
the  Weak  actually  ceded  the  superiority  of  Sardinia 
and  Corsica.  As  for  Sicily,  it  belonged  to  the 
emperors  of  tlic  East. 

Louis  expires  June  20,  &40. 


LOTHARIUS. 


THIRD  EUPCROR. 

841  — In  a  little  time  after  the  death  of  his 
Charlemagne's  empire  underwent  the  destiny  of 
Alexander's,  and  of  the  greatiicss  of  the  caliphs. 
Raised  with  precipitation,  it  tumbled  all  at  once,  and 
was  divided  by  intestine  wars. 

It  is  not  at  all  surj>rising  that  princes  who  had 
dethroned  their  father  should  wish  to  exterminate 
one  another.  Every  one  vied  in  stripping  his  brother. 
Lotharius,  the  emperor,  wanted  to  liavc  the  whole. 
Louis  of  Bavaria  and  Charles,  the  son  of  Judith, 
united  against  him.  They  laid  waste  the  empire  and 
drained  it  of  soldiers.  The  two  kings  fought  a 
bloody  battle  with  their  brother  at  Fontcnoy  in  the 
Auxerois.    A  hundrvd  thousand  men  are  said  to  have 
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6een  lost  on  tliis  occasion.  Lotharius  was  victor. 
Then  he  exhibited  to  the  world,  an  example  of  policy 
quite  contrary  to  that  of  Charlemagne.  Tke  con- 
queror of  the  Saxons  and  FriesUnders  hud  subjected 
them  to  Christianity  as  a  necc&sary  check.  Ltjtliarius, 
in  order  to  attach  them  to  his  interest,  gives  tircni 
free  liberty  of  conscience,  and  one-half  of  llic  coun- 
try becomes  idolatrous  again. 

842  —  The  two  brotliers,  Louis  of  Bavaria  and 
Charles  of  Aquitainc.  unite  by  that  famous  oath 
which  is  almost  the  only  monument  extant  of  the 
langua^  called  Romance:  Pro  Deo  armir  et  pro 
Christian  poblo.  and  nostro  commun  saivameni  dtnsl 
di  in  (urant,  in  quant  Deos  savir  and  podir  me  dunai. 
etc.  This  language  is  still  spoken  in  the  Gnsons  of 
the  valley  of  Engadina. 

843-844 — An  assembly  is  held  at  \'erdun  for  a 
a  treaty  of  partition  between  tlic  three  brothers. 
They  fight  and  negotiate  from  the  Rhine  to  the 
Alps.  Italy  waits  in  tranquillity  until  the  fate  of 
arms  shall  give  her  a  master. 

84S  —  While  the  three  brothers  tear  in  pieces  the 
bosom  of  the  empire,  the  Normans  continue  to  lay 
waste  the  frontiers  with  impunity.  At  length  the 
three  brotliers  sign  the  famous  treaty  of  partition, 
terminated  at  Coblentz  by  a  hundred  and  twenty 
deputies.  Lotharius  remains  emperor.  He  pos- 
sesses Italy,  part  of  Burgundy,  the  course  of  the 
Rhine,  the  Scheldt  and  the  Mcusc.  Louis  of  Bava- 
ria keeps  all  the  rest  of  Germany.     Charles,  after- 
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wards  surnanKd  the  Bald,  is  king  of  France 
emperor  renounces  all  amliority  over  these  two 
brothers.  Thus  lie  is  no  more  than  eni|>eror  of 
Italy,  without  being  master  of  Rome.  All  the  grtaii. 
oflicers  iuid  nohleincii  of  the  llirce  kingdoms  "^fl 
knowledge,  by  an  authentic  act.  lite  division  of  the 
three  brothers,  and  the  succession  entailed  upon  the 
children. 

Pope  Sergius  H.  »  elected  by  the  Roman  people, 
and  takes  possession  of  the  chair,  without  vraitin); 
for  the  contirmalion  of  the  emperor  Lotharius.  That 
prince  is  not  powerful  enough  to  avenpfc  ihc  a£Front, 
but  scnd.s  his  son  Louis  to  Komc  to  <fenBnn  the 
pope's  election,  in  order  to  preserve  his  right,  and 
that  the  youth  may  be  crowned  king  of  the  Lom- 
bards or  of  Italy.  He  likewise  procures  a  regu- 
lation at  Rome  in  an  assembly  of  bishops,  ordering 
that  no  pope  shall  be  consecrated  without  the  con- 
firmation of  the  emperor. 

Meanwhile,  Louis  in  Germany  is  obliged  lo  fight, 
sometimes  with  the  Huns,  sometimes  with  the  Nor- 
mans, and  sometimes  with  the  Bohemians.  These 
Bohemians,  together  with  the  Silesians  and  Mora- 
vians, were  idolatrous  barbarian*  who  made  incur- 
sions upon  tlie  Christian  barbarians  with  varying 
success. 

The  emperor  Lotharius  and  Charles  the  Bald  have 
still  more  to  suffer  in  their  dominions.  The  prov- 
inces from  the  Alps  to  the  Rhine  no  longer  know 
whom  to  obey, 
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lerc  is  a  faction  raised  in  favor  of  a  son  of  that 
luifortuiute  Pepin,  Iting'of  Aquttaine,  whu  had  been 
sirippcd  by  his  father.  Louis  the  Weak.  Several 
tyrants  made  themselves  masters  of  several  towns. 
Small  batttcN  were  everj'where  fought,  and  in  these 
there  were  always  a  number  of  monks,  abbots,  and 
bishops  slain  sword  in  hand.  Huguc»,  that  son  of 
Qiarlctnagne,  who  was  compelled  to  be  a  monk, 
afterwards  abbot  of  St.  (}uentin,  is  killed  before 
Toulouse,  together  with  Ihc  abbot  of  Ferricrc;  two 
bishops  arc  there  made  prisoners.  The  Normans 
ravage  the  coasts  of  France.  Charles  the  Bald 
makes  no  other  opposition  to  them,  but  enters  into 
an  obligation  tu  pay  them  fourteen  thousand  silver 
marks,  which  was  a  sure  way  of  inviting  them  to 
r«(um. 

847  —  'flic  Eni|}cror  Lotharius.  no  less  unfortu- 
nate, cedes  Fricsland  lo  the  Nornians,  by  the  title  of 
Itomage.  This  fatal  custom  of  receiving  enemies  for 
vassals,  paves  the  way  for  the  settlement  of  those 
pirates  of  Normandy. 

848  —  While  the  Nurmatis  ravage  the  coasts  of 
France,  the  Saracens  enter  Italy:  make  themselves 
masters  of  Sicily,  advance  towards  Rome  by  the 
month  of  the  Tiber,  and  plunder  the  rich  church  of 
St.  Peter  without  the  walls. 

Pope   Leo    IV'..   in   such  a  dangerous  junaure, 

^usnming  an  authority  which  the  generals  of  the 

emperor  LotharitiR  seemed  to  abandon,  shows  him- 

tdf  wnmhy  in   defending   Rome  to  command  as 
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lovereign  in  that  city.    He  had  employed  the  riches 
of    the    church    in    trpairing    the    walls,    building 
towers,  and  stretching  chains  across  the  Tiber.    He_. 
armed  the  militia  at  his  own  expense,  engaged  cM^ 
inhabitants  of  Naples  and  Gaeta  to  come  and  defend 
the  coast  of  Ustia,  witliout  neglecting  tlic  wise  pre- 
caution of  taking  hostages  from  them,  well  know- 
ing that  those  who  arc  powerful  enough  to  succor 
us.  have  aI.so  the  power  to  do  us  harm.    He  in  person 
visited  all  the  posts  and  received  the  Saracens  atthctr^^ 
descent,  not  in  the  equipage  of  a  warrior,  like  GosliaJI 
bishop  of  Paris,  upon  a  still  more  pressing  occasion, 
but  as  a  pontifT  who  exhorted  a  CliriBtiaii  peuplc,  and 
a  king  who  watched  over  the  safety  of  his  subjects. 
In  him  the  courage  of  the  first  ages  of  the  republic 
revived  in  Uic  age  of  cowardice  and  corruption,  like 
a  fair  monument  of  old  Rome,  which  is  sometimes 
found  in  the  ruins  of  the  new. 

I'he  Arabians  arc  dcfcatcti  and  the  prisoners  are 
employed  in  building  a  new  wall  around  St.  Peter's, 
and  in  aggrandizing  the  city  which  they  came  to^ 
flestroy.  ^ 

Locharius  associates  bis  son,  Louis,  in  hi.s  feebl«  ' 
empire.     The  Mussulmans  are  driven  from   Benc- 
ventum,  but  they  remain  in  th«  Guarillan  and  in 
Calabria.  ■ 

849  —  New    discord    among    the    brothers,    and 
among  the  bishops  and  noblemen,  which  renders  the^ 
people  still  more  unhappy.     Some  Frank  and  Ger-«| 
man  bishops  declare  the  emperor  Lothariu*  lias  for- 
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feited  the  empire.  They  had  no  right  to  make  this 
declaration,  cither  as  bishops  or  Geimaiu  and 
Franks,  seeing  lie  was  only  emperor  of  Italy.  It 
was  therefore  a  fruitless  outrage.  Lotharius  was 
happier  than  his  father. 

850-852  —  A  reconciliation  is  effected  among  (he 
three  brothers.  The  empire  is  harassed  by  new 
incursions  of  all  the  barbarians  bordering  upon  the 
eoipire. 

In  tlic  midst  of  these  horrors  the  missionary 
Anscharius.  bishop  of  Hamburg,  persuades  one  Lric, 
chief,  or  duke,  or  king  of  Denmark,  to  allow  the 
Christian  religion  in  his  dominions.  He  obtains 
the  same  permission  in  Sweden.  But  the  Swedes 
and  Danes,  nevertheless,  make  incursions  upon  tlie 
Christians. 

8S3-S54  —  Amidst  these  desolations  of  France  and 
Germany  tlic  weakness  of  Italy,  threatened  by  the 
Mussulmans,  the  misgovcmmcnt  of  Louis  of  Italy, 
son  of  Lotliarius,  given  up  to  dcbaiKhcry  at  Pavia, 
and  despised  in  Rome,  the  emperor  of  Constanti- 
nople negotiates  with  the  pope  for  the  recovery  of 
Rome ;  but  that  emperor  was  no  other  than  Michael, 
still  more  debauched  and  despised  than  Louis  of 
Italy:  and  all  these  circumstances  had  no  other 
effect  than  that  of  increasing  the  power  of  the  pope. 

855  —  The  cin|)cror  Lotliarius,  who  had  made 
his  fattier,  Louis  the  Weak,  3  monk,  now  makes  him- 
self a  monk  in  his  turn,  induced  by  the  troubles  of 
his  empire,  the  fear  of  death,  and  superstition.    He 
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takes  the  habit  in  the  abbey  uf  Frum,  and  on  Septem- 
ber i8  dies  like  a  sinipktou,  after  having  lived  as  a 
tyrant 

LOUIS  I!. 


FOURTH   KUPEROR. 

856  — After  the  death  of  ihis  third  emperor  o( 
tlie  West,  new  kingdoms  arose  in  Europe.  Louis 
of  Italy,  his  eldest  son,  remains  at  Pavia.  with  the 
vain  title  of  Emperor  of  the  West.  The  second  son. 
called  Lotharius,  after  his  father,  has  the  ktngtloin 
of  Lotharing;ia,  afterwards  called  Lorraine,  extended 
from  Geneva  to  Slrasburg  and  L'treclit.  The  third, 
whose  nanic  was  Charles,  possessed  Savoy.  Dau- 
I>liiiiy,  with  part  of  Lyonnais.  IVovcnce.  and  Languc- 
doc.  These  dominions  composed  the  kingdom  of 
Aries,  from  the  name  of  the  capital,  a  city  for- 
merly opulent  and  embellished  by  the  Romans,  but 
then  small  and  poor  like  all  the  other  towns  of  this 
side  of  the  Alps.  In  the  flourishing;  times  of  the 
republic  and  in  the  reigns  of  the  Caesars,  the  Romans 
a^^andized  and  decorated  the  towns  which  (hey 
had  subdued,  hut  when  left  to  themselves  or  to  the 
barbarians  all  of  them  went  tn  wreck,  and  by  their 
ruins  attested  the  superiority  of  the  Roman  genius. 

A  barbarian  called  Solomon  soon  after  made  him- 
self king  of  Brittany,  part  of  which  was  still  pagan, 
but  all  these  kingdoms  fell  almost  as  fast  as  l]iey 
were  raised. 


Louis  li. 


69 


857 —  Louis  the  Germanic  begins  by  taking 
Altac«  from  the  new  king  of  Lorraine.  He  bestows 
privileges  upon  Strasburg,  already  a  powerful  cit}', 
when  there  was  notliing  but  villages  in  that  part  of 
the  world  on  the  other  side  o£  the  Rhine.  The  Xor- 
mans  desolate  France.  Louis  the  Germanic  takes 
tlist  opportunity  to  come  and  overwhelm  his  brother 
instead  of  assisting  him  against  the  barbarians.  He 
defeats  him  near  Orleans.  The  bishops,  of  France 
in  vain  excommunicate  htm:  he  resolves  to  make 
himself  masiLT  of  France.  The  remainder  of  the 
^'Saxons  and  other  barbarians  who  invade  Germany 
oblige  him  to  come  and  defend  his  own  dominions. 
858-865  —  Louis  II..  that  phantom  of  an  emperor 
in  Italy,  takes  no  share  in  all  these  troubles,  leaves 
tile  jiopcs  to  strengthen  their  own  power,  and  dares 
not  reside  at  Rome. 

Charles  the  Bald  nf  France  and  Louis  the  Ger- 
manic make  peace  because  Ihey  could  no  longer 
make  war.  The  most  memorable  event  of  that  time 
relates  to  the  amours  of  l^otharius,  king  of  Lor- 
raine. Thai  prince  was  willing  to  imitate  Oiarle- 
magne,  who  repudiated  his  wives  and  married  his 
concubine*.  He  divorces  bis  wife,  called  Thietberge, 
daughter  of  a  Burgundian  nobleman.  She  is  accused 
of  adultery  and  confesses  the  crime.  He  marries 
his  mistress,  called  Valdradc,  who  had  been  formerly 
promised  to  him  as  a  wife.  He  procures  the  con- 
vocation of  a  council  at  .^ix-la-Chape11c,  which 
approves   of   his    divorce    from    Tlitctberge.      The 
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decree  of  that  council  is  confinned  by  another  at 
Met«,  in  presence  of  the  pope's  legates.  Pope 
Nicholas  I.  annuls  the  councils  of  Metz  and  Aix-U- 
Chapellc  and  exercises  an  authority  hitherto 
unknowT).  He  excommunicates  and  deposes  some 
bishops  who  espouse  the  party  of  the  king  of  Lor- 
raine, and  finally  that  king  is  compelled  to  quit  the 
wife  whom  he  loves  and  to  take  bade  the  other  whom 
he  could  not  love. 

It  were  doubtless  to  be  wished  that  there  was  a 
sacred  tribtmal  to  apprise  sovereigns  of  their  duty 
and  make  them  blush  for  their  violences.  But  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  reason  for  a  monarch's  sub- 
mitting the  secrets  of  his  marriage-bed  to  the  author- 
ity of  a  stranger,  and  tlic  orientals  appear  to  have 
always  maintained  customs  more  conformable  to 
nature  and  more  favorable  for  (he  domestic  peace 
of  families,  in  considering  all  the  fruits  of  love  as 
legitimate,  and  in  rendering  those  amours  impen- 
etrable to  the  eyes  of  the  public. 

In  those  times  the  descendants  of  Charlemagne 
were  always  by  the  cars  together,  and  their  king- 
doms were  always  attacked  by  the  barbarians. 

Young  Pepin,  great  grandson  of  Charlemagne, 
son  of  the  deposed  Pepin,  king  of  Aquitaine,  who 
died  without  dominions,  liaving  for  some  time  ted  a 
vagrant  and  unhappy  life,  joins  the  Normans, 
renounces  the  Christian  religion  and  finishes  his 
career  by  being  taken  and  shut  up  in  a  convent. 
where  he  dies. 


I^uis  II. 


7« 


966 —  It  is  to  this  year  cliiefly  that  we  can  fix  the 
schism  which  still  eontiniM's  between  (he  Greek  and 
Komui  churches.  Neither  Germany  nor  France 
iotenoeddled  in  the  affair.  The  people  were  loo 
miscrahlc  to  mind  those  disputes,  which  are  so  inter- 
rstinf  during^  the  leisure  of  peace. 

Charles,  king  of  Aries,  dies  without  issue.  The 
emperor  Louis  and  Lolharius  divide  his  <loniinions. 

It  is  a  destiny  fixed  to  the  tmusc  of  Charlemagne 
that  the  children  should  tatce  arms  against  their 
fathers.  IjouIs  the  Germanic  had  (wo  sons.  Louis, 
the  younger,  dissatisJied  with  his  portion,  endeavors 
to  dethrone  him.  His  rebellion  produces  no  other 
consequence  than  (hat  of  his  asking  f)ardon. 

667-868 — Louis,  king  of  Germany,  defeats  the 
Moravians  and  Bohemians  by  tite  hands  of  hh  sons. 
These  are  not  victories  which  augment  a  state  and 
help  it  to  flourish.  This  was  nothing  but  repelling 
savages  lo  their  forests  and  niounlains. 

869  —  The  excommunicated  king  of  Lorraine  goes 
lo  viut  the  new  pope  Adrian  at  Rome,  dines  with 
him.  promises  to  leave  off  living  with  his  mistress, 
and  dies  on  his  return,  at  HIaccntia. 

Charles  the  Bald  seixes  Lorraine,  and  even  Alsace, 
in  despite  of  (he  right  of  a  bastard  of  Lotharius,  to 
whom  his  father  had  given  that  province.  Louis 
the  Germanic  had  taken  Atsace  from  Lotharius,  but 
it  was  restored.  Charles  the  Bald  took  but  did  not 
rrstorc  it. 

670  —  Louis  of  Gcnnany  waatt  to  have  Lorraine. 
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Louts  of  Italy,  the  emperor,  has  the  same  inclinatioTi 
and  engages  Pope  Adrian  in  his  interest.    No  regard 
is  paid  eitlier  to  the  emperor  or  pope.    Louis  oi 
Germany  and  Cliarles  the  Bald  divide  all  the  domin- 
ions comprehended  under  the  name  of  Lorraine  ii 
two  equal  pans.    The  western  falls  to  the  king  ol 
France  and  the  eastern  to  the  king  of  Germany.] 
Pope  Adrian  threatens  excommunication.    Tliey  had 
already  l>egun  to  make  use  of  these  arms,  tut  they 
were  despised.     The  emperor  of  luly  was  not  powf- 
erful  enough  tn  render  them  formidable.  ' 

871  — This  emjicror  of  Italy  could  scarce  get  the 
better  of  a  duke  of  Bcncvcntum,  who  being  at  the 
same  time  vassal  of  the  empires  of  the  East  and 
West,  would  obey  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  and 
indeed  kept  the  balance  equal  between  them.  i 

The  Emperor  Louis  ventures  to  go  to  BcneventuiTl 
ami  is  put  in  prison  by  the  duke,  the  very  same 
adventure  that  afterwards  liappened  to  Louis  Xr# 
with  the  duke  of  Burgundy. 

872-873^  t'ope  John  VIII-,  who  succeed* 
Adrian  II..  seeing  the  precarious  situation  of  tl 
emperor's  health,  privately  promises  the  imperial 
crown  to  Charles  the  Bald  of  France,  and  sells  that 
promise  for  a  good  price.  This  is  the  same  John 
Vlli.  who  paid  such  respect  to  Ihe  patriarch  Photius, 
suffering  him  to  be  named  before  himself  in  a  council 
at  Constantinople. 

The   Moravians.   Huns,  and  Danes  continue  to 
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harus  Gtmiany,  and  that  vast  extent  oj  dominion 
canttot  a  yet  have  tlie  benetit  of  good  laws. 

874  —  France  was  not  more  happy.  Cliarles  the 
Bald  had  a  son  called  Carloiiian.  whom  lie  Iiad 
ordered  to  be  shaved  in  lii&  infancy-,  and  created  a 
deacon  against  his  own  inclination.  At  length  he 
fled  for  refuge  to  Mctz,  in  the  dominions  of  his 
uncle,  Louis  of  Germany,  where  he  kvles  troops, 
but  being  taken,  his  father  orders  his  eyes  to  be  put 
out,  according  to  tite  new  fashion. 

S75  —  The  emperor  Louis  11.  dies  at  Milan.  His 
brother,  Charles  the  Bald,  king  of  France,  passes 
the  Alps,  secures  the  passes  against  his  brother  Louis 
of  Gernuny,  hastens  to  Rome,  lavishes  away  his 
moDcy,  is  proclaimed  king  uf  the  Romans  by  the 
people,  and  crowned  by  the  pupc. 

If  the  Salic  law  had  been  in  force  in  the  family 
of  Charlemagne,  (he  empire  must  have  belonged  to 
Uk  eldest  branch  of  the  house  of  Louis  the  Ger- 
manic, hut  a  numtvcr  of  troops,  expedition,  condc- 
^scensioti,  and  a  sum  of  money  constituted  the  right 
of  Charles  the  Bald,  and  thereby  he  debased  his  own 
dignity  to  enjoy  it.  Pope  John  VIII.  conferred  the 
crown  as  sovereign.  Charles  the  Bald  received  U 
as  a  vassal,  acknowledging  that  he  held  everything 
of  the  pope,  leaving  to  the  successors  of  that  pontiff 
the  power  of  bestowing  the  cmjiirc,  and  promising  to 
luvc  always  near  him  a  vicar  of  the  holy  see  to 
determine  all  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  consequence. 
The  archbishop  of  Sens  was  in  that  quality,  primate 
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of  Gaal  and  Ocnnany,  a  title  beccMDc  altogether  use- 
less. 

Assuredly  the  popes  had  reason  to  believe  them- 
selves vested  with  the  right  of  bcslowtng  the  empire. 
and  even  of  selling  it,  seeing  they  found  people  to 
ask  and  to  purchase  it  of  their  hands,  and  seeing 
Qiarlemagne  himself  had  received  the  title  of 
emperor  from  Pope  Leo  III.  But  we  have  likewise 
reason  to  say  that  Leo  III.,  in  declaring  Charle- 
magne  emperor,  had  declared  him  his  master,  and 
tliat  prince  having  taken  the  rights  itttached  to  his 
dignity  it  was  the  privilege  of  his  successors  to  con- 
6mi  the  poprs,  not  to  be  elected  by  them.  Time, 
occasion,  custom,  prescription,  and  power  are  the 
foundation  of  all  right. 

CHARLES  THE  BALD. 


FIFTU   EllPEROR. 

Charles  causes  himself  to  be  croMmed  at  Pavia, 
king  of  Lombardy,  by  the  bishops,  counts,  and 
abbots  of  that  country.  "  We  elect  you,"  it  is  said 
in  that  act,  "  with  unanimous  consent,  seeing  you 
have  been  raised  to  the  imperial  throne  by  the  inter- 
ccsaion  of  the  apostles  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and 
their  vicar  John,  sovereign  pontiff."  etc 

876  —  Louis  of  Germany  falls  upon  France  in 
order  to  revenge  himself  upon  his  brother  for  having 
prevented  him  from  buying  the  empire,  but  death 
overtook  him  in  the  execution  of  his  vengeance. 


Charles  the  Bald. 


Th«  custom  —  which  leads  nicn  by  the  nose  —  at 
that  tUiie,  was  for  princes  to  weaken  their  domtnicms 
in  sharing  Uicni  aitiung  their  children.  Accordingly 
Louis  the  Gennaiiic  divided  his  dominions  among  hi& 
three  sens.  To  Carloman  he  gave  Ba*-aria,  Cartn- 
thia,  and  Pannonia;  to  Louis,  Fricsland,  Saxony, 
Thuringia,  and  Franconia ;  and  Charles  tiie  Gross,  or 
the  Fat.  afterwards  emperor,  had  the  lialf  of  Lor- 
raine, with  Suabia  and  the  neighboring  countries,  at 
that  time  called  Gerniany. 

877  —  This  division  renders  the  emperor  Charles 
the  Bald  more  powerful,  and  he  is  resolved  to  seize 
that  half  of  Lorraine  which  is  not  in  his  possessioti. 
Here  follows  an  example  of  the  excessive  supersti- 
tion at  that  time  joined  to  rapaclousness  and  deceit. 
Louis  of  Germany  sends  thirty  men  to  the  camp  of 
Charles  the  Bald,  to  prove,  in  the  name  of  God,  that 
his  part  of  Lorraine  of  right  belongs  to  him.  Ten 
of  these  thirty  confessors  take  up  ten  rings  and  ten 
flints  out  of  a  caldron  of  boiling  water  without  being 
scalded.  The  same  nimiber  carry  each  a  red  hot 
iron  the  space  of  nine  feet  without  being  burned 
and  the  last  ten,  being  tied  with  cords,  are  thrown 
into  cold  water,  and  sink  to  the  bottom  —  a  sure 
proof  of  a  righteous  cause,  for  water  expels  those 
who  are  perjured,  to  the  surface. 

History  is  so  full  of  those  proofs  that  we  can 
hardly  deny  the  whole  as  apocrj-phal.  Custom, 
which  made  them  common,  rendered  also  those  arts 
common  which  make  the  skin  for  some  time  insensi- 
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bic  to  the  action  of  &re.  such  as  oil  of  vitriol,  and 
other  corrosives.  With  regard  to  the  miracle  of 
going'  to  the  bottom  of  the  water  into  which  they 
were  tlirown,  it  would  have  been  a  greater  miracle 
liad  they  lloated  on  the  surface. 

L^uis  would  not  confine  liimwU  to  this  ceremony. 
He  engaged  near  Cologne  with  the  emperor  his 
uncle,  who  being  defeated,  retired  to  Italy,  whither 
he  was  pursued  by  the  conqueror. 

Rome  was  then  threatened  by  the  Mussulmans, 
who  were  still  cantoned  in  Calabria.  Carloman, 
the  king  of  Bavaria,  leagued  with  his  brother  of 
Lorraine,  pursues  his  ntide.  the  Bald,  into  Italy,  who 
finds  himself  at  one  time  hard  beset  by  his  nephew, 
by  the  Mahometans,  and  the  intrigues  of  the  pope, 
and  dies  in  October,  at  a  village  near  Mount  Gems. 

Historians  say  he  was  poisoned  by  his  physician, 
a  Jew,  whose  name  was  Sedecias.  Certain  it  is  the 
Christian  part  of  Europe  was  then  so  ignorant  that 
kings  were  obliged  to  employ  Jews  or  Arabians  for 
their  physicians. 

It  is  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Bald  that  the 
great  feudal  government  began,  and  all  things  went 
to  decay.  It  was  under  him  that  many  possessors  of 
great  nii)iiar>'  offices,  duchies,  marqutsates.  and 
counlships  attempted  to  make  these  honors  hered- 
itary. 
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LOUIS  111..  THE  STAMMERER. 


SIXTH    SMIT-ROR. 

878 —  Pope  J(Jm  VJII..  who  thinks  he  has  a  right 
to  nominate  an  emperor,  can  scarcely  support  hini- 
self  in  Rome.  He  promises  the  empire  to  Louis  the 
Stammerer,  king  of  France,  son  of  the  Bald.  He 
promises  it  to  Carloman  of  Bavaria,  and  engages 
himself  to  one  Lambert,  duke  of  Spolebo,  a  vassal 
of  the  empire. 

This  Lambert  of  Spoleto.  finding  himself  deceived 
by  the  pope,  joins  a  marquis  of  Tuscany,  enters 
Rome,  seizes  Iiis  holiness,  but  is  afterwards  obliged 
to  Release  him.  One  Boson,  dakc  of  Aries.  likewise 
pretends  10  llie  empire. 

The  Mahometans  were  nearer  the  conquest  of 
Rome  than  all  their  competitors.  The  pope  agrees 
to  pay  tliem  an  annual  tribute  of  twenty  thousand 
marks  of  silver.  Anarchy  prevails  in  Germany, 
France,  and  Italy. 

Louis  the  Stammerer  dies  at  Compiegne  on  April 
loth.  He  is  put  in  the  list  of  emperors  only  because 
be  was  son  of  a  prince  wlio  swayed  the  imperial 
sceptre. 
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CHARLES  III..  THE  GROSS. 


SEVENTH  EMPEKOR. 

879  —  Tile  business  was  to  make  an  emperor  and 
a  king  of  France.  Louis  the  Stanimerer  left  two 
children  of  fourteen  and  fifteen  years  of  age.  It 
was  not  then  a  decided  point  whether  or  not  an 
infant  or  minor  could  be  king.  Several  new  noble- 
men of  France  offered  (he  crown  to  Louis  of  Ger- 
many. He  took  no  more  than  the  western  part  of 
Lorraine,  which  had  been  the  share  of  Charles  the 
Bald.  Louis  and  Carloman,  the  two  sons  of  the 
Stammerer,  are  acknowledged  king>  of  France, 
although  tliey  are  not  unanimously  acknowledged 
as  legitimate  children,  but  Boson  caused  himself  to 
be  consecrated  king  of  Aries,  augments  his  terri- 
tory, and  claims  the  empire.  Charles  the  Gross,  king 
of  the  coimtry  still  called  Germany,  presses  the 
pope  to  crown  him  emperor.  The  pope  answers 
that  he  will  bestow  the  imperial  crown  upon  him  who 
shall  first  come  to  his  assistance  against  the  Chris- 
tians and  Mahometans. 

880  —  Charles  the  Gross,  king  of  Germany.  Louis, 
king  of  Bavaria  and  Lorraine,  unite  with  the  kings 
of  France  against  Boson,  the  new  king  of  Aries, 
and  make  war  upon  him.  They  besiege  Viennc  in 
Dauphiny,  but  Charles  the  Gross  marches  from 
Vienne  to  Rome. 

881— Charles  is  crowned  and  consecrated  em- 
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peror  by  Pope  John  Vlil.  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter, 
on  Christmas  day. 

883  —  His  brother  Louis,  king-  of  Bavaria,  Panno- 
nia,  what  was  callett  Eastern  France,  and  the  two 
Lorraincs.  dies  on  January  so,  in  that  same  year, 
without  issue.  'ITie  emperor.  Cliarles  the  Gross, 
was  natural  heir  of  his  dominions,  but  ihc  Normana 
presented  themselves  in  order  to  share  in  ^em. 
These  frequent  troubles  of  the  North  rendered  the 
imperial  power  problematic  in  Rome,  where  ancient 
liberty  still  thrust  out  new  roots.  It  was  not 
known  who  should  reign  in  that  ancient  f:apital 
of  Europe — whether  it  should  \k  the  people,  the 
bishop,  or  an  emperor  who  was  a  stranger. 

The  pope  sends  him  a  branch  of  jialm,  according 
to  custom,  but  it  was  the  only  palm  he  obtained. 

The  Normans  penetrate  as  far  as  Metz ;  they  go 
and  bum  Aix-la-Chapelle.  and  destroy  all  the  works 
of  Charlemagne.  Charles  the  Gross  can  find  no 
other  way  of  being  delivered  from  them  ilian  that 
of  seizing  all  the  plate  belon^ne  to  tlu-  churches  and 
giving  them  4,160  marks  of  silver,  with  which  they 
went  away  to  fit  out  new  armaments. 

883  —  The  empire  had  become  so  weak  that  Pope 
Martin  II.,  who  succeeded  John  VTII.,  begins  with 
making  a  solemn  decree,  by  which  they  were  no 
I  longer  to  wait  for  the  emperor's  orders  in  electing 
The  emperor  in  vain  complains  of  this 
decree.  He  had  abundance  of  other  affairs  upon 
his  hands. 


8o 


Annals  of  the  Em 


pire. 


A  certain  duke  called  Zuemibold  laid  waste  Ger- 
many, at  the  head  of  the  Ttloravian  pagans.  The 
emperor  made  peace  with  htm  as  with  the  Normans. 
It  is  not  known  whether  or  not  he  liad  nK>ney  to 
give  him,  but  he  acknowledged  him  as  priiKe  and 
vassal  of  the  empire. 

884  —  A  great  part  of  Italy  is  still  laid  waste  by 
the  Duke  of  Spoleio  and  the  Saracens,  wltich  last 
plunder  the  rich  abbey  of  Manic  Cassino,  and  ca.rry 
oS  all  itK  treasure,  but  a  duke  of  Bcncventum  had 
been  beforehand  with  them. 

Charles  the  Gross  marches  into  Italy  to  put  a 
stop  to  these  diiiorders.  Rut  srarrely  lias  he  arrived 
when,  hearing  of  the  death  of  his  two  nephews,  the 
young  kings  o£  France,  he  repasses  the  Alps  in 
order  to  claim  the  succession. 

885  —  Behold  then  Oiarics  the  Gross,  who 
reunites  upon  his  head  all  the  crowns  of  Charle- 
magne, which  however,  he  was  not  strong  enough 
to  bear. 

A  bastard  of  Lotharius,  called  IHugties,  abbot  of 
St.  Denis,  had  for  a  long  time  laid  a  scheme  for 
liaving  Lorraine  as  his  patrimony.  He  engages  in 
a  league  with  a  Norman  to  whpm  Friesland  liad  been 
ceded,  and  who  marries  his  sister,  and  he  calls  other 
Normans  to  his  assistance. 

The  emperor  stifled  this  conspiracy.  A  count  of 
Saxony,  called  Henry,  and  an  archbishop  of  Cologne 
undertake  to  assassinate  this  Nonnan  dtike  of  Fries- 
land  in  a  conference.     The  abbot  Hugues  is  appre- 
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bended  in  Lorraine  on  the  same  pretext,  and  the 
custom  of  putting  out  eyes  is  revived  upon  him. 

He  bad  better  engaged  tlie  Normans  with  good 
armies.  These,  finding  themselves  attacked  by  per- 
fidy alone,  penetrate  from  Holland  into  Flanders, 
pass  the  Sommc  and  the  Oise  without  resistance,  take 
and  bum  Ponloise.  and  arrive  at  Paris  by  land  and 
water.  That  city,  which  is  now  so  immense,  iwas 
then  neither  large,  strong,  nor  populous.  The  tower 
of  the  great  chatelet  was  not  yet  entirely  built  when 
the  Normans  appeared.  They  were  obliged  to  finish 
it  hastily  with  wood ;  so  that  the  lower  part  was  of 
slone  and  the  upper  of  carpenter's  work. 

The  Parisians,  who  expected  at  that  time  an  irrup- 
tion of  the  Barbarians,  did  not  abandon  the  city  as 
heretofore.  Odo,  or  Eudes,  count  of  Paris,  whose 
valor  afterwards  raised  him  to  the  throne  of  France, 
put  the  town  in  such  order  as  animated  the  courage 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  served  them  instead  of  towers 
and  ramparts.  Sigefroi,  chief  of  tlie  Normans,  car- 
ried on  the  siege  with  obstinate  fury,  though  not 
destitute  of  art.  The  Normans  used  the  ram  to 
batter  the  walls,  effected  a  breach,  and  gave  three 
assaults,  which  the  Parisians  sustained  with 
unshaken  courage.  They  had  at  their  head  not 
only  Count  Eudes,  but  also  their  bishop,  Goslin.  who 
every  day,  after  having  bestowed  his  benediction 
posted  himself  at  the  breach  with  a  hel-*v :  r-n  I 
head,  a  quiver  at  his  bad;,  and  a  bat:I:-a.':c  at  ' 
belt,  and  fought  in  sight  of  the  cross,  which  he 
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planted  on  the  rampart.  This  bishop  seems  to  have 
had  at  least  as  much  attthority  in  the  city  as  Count 
Eudes,  seeing  it  was  to  him  that  Sigefroi,  chief  of 
tlie  Normans,  first  addressed  himself  for  permission 
(o  enter  Paris.  This  prelate  died  of  fatigue  in  the 
middle  of  the  siege,  leaving  his  memary  respected 
and  regretted,  for.  though  he  armed  those  hands 
which  his  religion  reserved  solely  for  the  ministry 
of  the  altar,  he  armed  them  in  defence  of  thai  very 
altar,  and  of  his  countrymen,  in  the  justest  of  all 
causes,  namely,  necessary  self-preservation,  which 
is  always  above  the  laws. 

His  brethren  were  armed  only  in  civil  wars,  and 
against  Christians.  Perhaps,  if  canonization  is  due 
to  some  men,  it  would  have  been  better  to  raise  that 
prelate  to  heaven,  who  fought  and  died  for  his 
country,  than  a  great  many  obscure  men,  whose 
virtue,  if  they  had  any,  was  useless  to  the  world. 

886  —  The  Normans  kept  Paris  besieged  a  whole 
year  and  a  half.  The  Parisians  experienced  all  the 
horrors  attending  famine  and  contagion  in  a  long 
siege,  and  still  were  unshaken.  At  the  end  of  that 
period,  the  emperor  Cliarles  the  Gross,  king  of 
France,  came  at  length  to  their  relief,  and  appeared 
on  the  mount  of  Mars,  now  called  Montmartre,  but 
he  dared  not  attack  the  Normans.  He  came  only  to 
buy  another  shameful  truce.  Those  barbarians  quit 
Paris  to  go  and  besiege  Sens,  and  plunder  Bur- 
gundy, while  Charles  goes  to  Germany  to  assemble 
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those  diets  which  deprived  him  of  a  ihrone  of  which 
be  was  so  unworthy. 

The  Normans  continue  their  devastations,  but, 
although  enemies  of  the  Christian  name,  it  never 
came  into  their  minds  to  force  any  pcrtion  whatever 
to  renounce  Christianity.  They  rcscnililed  the 
Franks,  tlie  Gotlis,  the  Alani,  the  ilims,  the  Mcruli, 
who,  in  the  fourth  century,  being  in  quest  of  new 
settlements,  far  from  imposing  their  religion  upon 
the  conquered  Romans,  adopted  with  great  ease  the 
rcH^on  of  the  vanquished.  Thm  the  Turks,  while 
they  plundered  the  empire  of  the  caliphs,  submitted 
themselves  to  the  Mahometan  religion. 

887  —  There  was  nothing  wanting  to  Charles  the 
Gross,  but  to  be  unhappy  in  his  family.  Contemned 
in  the  empire,  he  was  said  to  be  likewise  despised 
by  his  empress.  Richarda.  She  was  accused  of 
infidehty,  and  he  repudiated  her,  although  she 
offered  to  justify  herself  by  the  judgment  of  God. 
He  sent  her  to  the  abbey  of  Andelau,  which  she  her- 
ttlt  had  fotmded,  in  Alsace. 

Charles  was  afterwards  prevailed  upon  —  con- 
trary to  the  custom  of  the  times  —  to  adopt  the  son 
of  his  enemy.  Boson,  that  king  of  Aries.  Hy  tliat 
time  his  brain  is  said  to  have  been  afTcctcd,  and  cer- 
tunly  it  was.  seeing  that,  although  he  possessed  as 
many  dominions  as  Charlem.igne,  he  brouglit  him- 
telf  to  such  a  pass  as  to  \of.e  all  without  making 
sny  resistance.  He  is  dethroned  in  a  diet  near 
Mentz. 
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888— The  deposition  of  Charles  the  Gross  is  a 
spectacle  which  merits  great  attention.  Was  he 
<le]}osed  liy  Ihnsc  who  had  elected  him?  Could  a 
few  Thuringian,  Saxon,  and  Bavarian  noblenien, 
assembled  in  a  village  called  Tribur,  dispose  of  the 
Roman  Empire  and  the  kingdom  of  France?  No. 
surely,  but  ilicy  could  renounce  their  allegiance  to 
a  prince,  to  a  chief,  who  did  not  deserve  to  reign. 
They  therefore  aban<lon  the  grandson  of  Charle- 
magne for  a  bastard  of  Carloman,  son  of  Louis  the 
Germanic.  This  bastard,  called  .'\nioId.  ihey  declare 
king  of  Germany.  Charles  the  Gross  dies  destitute 
near  Constance,  January  8,  888. 

The  fate  of  Italy.  France,  and  so  many  other  states 
was  iben  uncertain. 

The  right  of  succession  was  everywhere  little 
regarded.  Charles  the  Gross  himself  had  been 
crowned  king  of  France,  to  the  prejudice  of  a  pos- 
thumous son  of  Lonis  the  Stammerer,  and  in  con- 
tempt of  the  rights  of  that  same  son,  the  French 
noblemen  chose  for  their  king  Eudes.  count  of  Paris. 

One  Rudolph,  son  of  another  count  of  Paris, 
makes  himself  (ting  of  Transjuraiie  Burgundy. 

This  son  of  Boson,  king  of  Aries,  adopted  by 
Charles  the  Gross,  becomes  king  of  Aries  by  the 
intrigues  of  his  mother. 

The  empire  was  now  no  more  than  a  phantom; 
nevertheless,  they  were  desirous  of  seizing  that 
phantom,  which  the  name  of  Charlemagne  still  ren- 
dered   venerable.     This  pretended   empire,    which 
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took  the  appeltation  of  Roman,  ought  to  liave  been 
bestowed  at  Rome.  One  Guy,  duke  of  Spolelo,  and 
B<rcngarius,  duke  of  FnuU,  disputed  the  name  and 
rank  of  the  GEsar&.  Guy  of  Spoleto  caused  liim  to 
be  crowned  at  Rome.  Bcrengarius  assumes  the  vain 
title  of  King  of  Italy,  and  by  a  singularity  worthy 
of  the  confusion  of  those  tiincs.  comes  to  Langres, 
in  order  lo  be  crowned  king  of  Italy,  in  Champagne. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  these  troubles  that  all  the 
noblemen  cantoned  themselves.  Every  man  forti- 
fied his  own  castle:  great  part  of  the  towns  are 
altogether  without  government;  troops  of  banditti 
scour  ihc  country  from  one  end  of  Euro|)c  to  the 
other,  and  cliivalry  is  establislicti  to  restrain  these 
robbers  and  to  defend  ladies,  or  carry  them  oflf. 

889  —  Several  bishops  of  France,  and  the  arch- 
bishop of  Rheims  in  particular,  offer  the  kingdom 
of  France  to  the  bastar<l  Arnold,  because  he  was 
descended  from  Charlemagne,  and  they  hated  Eudes, 
.who  had  none  of  that  blood,  except  by  the  female 
'tide. 

Eudes,  king  of  France,  goes  to  wait  upon  Arnold 
at  Worms,  cedes  to  him  part  of  Lorraine,  which  was 
already  in  Arnold's  possession,  promises  to  acknowl- 
edge him  as  emperor,  and  ptits  into  his  hands  tlte 
crown  and  sceptre  of  France,  which  he  had  brought 
with  him  for  tliat  purpose.  Arnold  restores  them, 
and  acknowledges  him  king  of  France.  This  sub- 
fnission  proves  that  the  kings  still  considered  thcm- 
Klves  as  vassals  of  the  Roman  Empire.    It  likewise 
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proves  liow  much  Eudcs  was  afraid  of  lire  parly 
whicli  Arnold  liad  in  France. 

8go-&i}i — Tlie  reign  of  Arnold  in  Germany  is 
marked  by  unlucky  evenls.  The  remains  of  the  Sax- 
ons, intermingled  with  Sla\"s  called  Abodritcs,  inhab- 
iting the  districts  towards  the  Baltic,  between  the 
Elbe  and  the  Oder,  ravage  the  north  of  Geniiany; 
the  Bohemians,  the  Moravians,  and  other  bodies  o£ 
the  Slavs,  desolate  the  South,  and  defeat  the  troops 
of  Arnold ;  the  Huns  make  incursions ;  the  Normans 
renew  their  ravages ;  yet  no  conquest  is  established 
by  so  many  invasions.  These,  though  transient 
devastations.  leave  Germany  in  a  very  poor  and  mis- 
erable condition. 

At  length,  he  in  periion  defeats  the  Normans  near 
Louvain,  and  Germany  breathes  freely.  The  decay 
of  Charlemagne's  empire  emboldens  the  feeble 
empire  of  the  East.  A  patrician  of  Constantinople 
retakes  the  duchy  of  Bcncvcntum  with  some  troops, 
and  threatens  Rome,  but  as  the  Greeks  were  obliged 
Id  defend  themselves  against  the  Saracens,  the  con- 
queror of  BcncvcnUim  could  not  march  to  the 
ancient  capital  of  the  empire. 

We  h.ive  seen  what  reason  Eudes,  king  of  France, 
had  to  lay  his  crown  at  the  feet  of  Arnold,  It  was 
his  business  to  be  well  with  all  the  world.  The 
noblemen  and  bishops  of  France  restore  the  crowti 
to  Charles  the  Simple,  posthumous  son  of  Louis 
the  Stammerer,  whom  they  invite  from  England, 
whither  he  had  f!cd  for  refuge. 
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893^  As  in  Uicsc  divisions  King  Eudcs  lud 
implored  the  protection  of  Arnold,  Charles  the 
Simple  comes  to  implore  it  in  hin  turn  nt  the  Diet  of 
Worms.  Arnold  takes  no  step  in  his  favor,  but 
leaves  him  to  dispute  the  kingdom  oi  France,  and 
marches  into  Italy,  there  to  dispute  the  name  of 
emperor  with  Guy  of  Spokio,  Lombardv  with 
B«reng:3rius,  and  Rome  with  the  pope. 

894— lie  besieges  Pavia,  in  which  was  that 
emperor  of  Spolcto,  who  brtakcs  himself  to  flight. 
He  secures  I-nmbardy.  Bcrcngarius  conceals  him- 
self, but  even  at  that  time  wc  sec  how  difficult  it  was 
for  the  emperors  to  make  themselves  masters  of 
Rome.  Arnold,  instead  of  marching  to  that  capital, 
goes  and  holds  a  council  at  MentZ. 

895  —  Arnold,  after  this  council,  which  was  held 
with  a  view  to  conciliate  the  bishops,  holds  a  diet  at 
Worms,  in  order  to  procure  fresh  troops  and  money. 
and  that  his  son  Zucntibold  might  be  crowned  king 
of  Lombardy. 

896 — He  returns  towards  Rome.  The  Romans 
no  kinger  desire  an  emperor,  but  they  are  incapa- 
ble of  defending  themselves.  Arnold  attacks  that 
part  of  tlic  city  called  Lconini  —  from  the  name 
of  that  famous  pontiff,  Leo  IV.,  who  had  sur- 
rounded it  witli  walls — and  forces  the  place.  The 
rest  of  the  city,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Tiber,  sur- 
renders, and  Pope  Formosa  consecrates  Arnold 
emperor  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter.  The  senators  — 
for  there  was  still  a  senate  —  next  day  take  the  oath 
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of  allegiance  to  him  in  ihc  church  of  St.  Paul.  It  wa& 
the  oM  equivocal  oath  :  "  1  swear  I  will  be  faithful 
to  the  emperor,  saving  my  fidelity  to  the  p<^." 
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896 — A  womon  of  great  courage,  called  Agil-, 
tnide,  mother  of  tlut  pretended  emperor,  Guy  of 
Spoleto,  who  had  in  vain  armed  Rome  against 
Arnold,  defends  herself  still  against  him.  He 
besieges  her  in  ihc  city  of  Femo.  Authors  pretend 
that  this  heroine  sent  him  a  poisoned  beverage,  in 
order  to  soften  his  disposition,  and  that  he  was  weak 
enough  to  drink  it.  It  is  incontestable  that  he 
raised  the  siege;  that  he  was  sick;  that  he  repassed 
the  Alps  with  the  wreck  of  his  army ;  that  he  left 
Italy  in  greater  confusion  than  ever;  and  that  hei^ 
returned  to  Germany,  where  he  had  lost  all  his 
auUiority  in  his  absence. 

8g7-899 — Gennany  was  then  in  the  same  anar- 
chy a.<i  France:  the  noblemen  had  fortified  them- 
selves in  Lorraine,  Alsace,  the  country  now  called 
Saxony.  Bavaria,  and  Franconia:  the  bishop  and 
abbots  seize  the  rights  of  regality:  they  maintain 
protectoi*s  or  captains,  who  swear  fealty  to  them, 
and  have  lands  for  their  service,  and  these  some- 
times protect  and  sometimes  plunder  them.  They 
were  formerly  the  advocates  of  the  monasteries; 
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and  when  the  convents  became  principalities,  the 
protectors  became  nobtcmen. 

The  bishops  and  abbots  of  Italy  were  never  on 
the  same  footing:  6r&l,  because  the  Italian  noble- 
men had  more  address,  the  cities  were  more  power- 
ful, and  richer  than  the  hamlets  of  Germany  and 
France;  and,  lastly,  because  the  Church  of  Rome, 
though  very  ill  conducted,  would  not  suffer  the 
other  churches  of  Italy  to  be  powerful. 

Chivalry  and  the  spirit  of  chivalry  spreads  over 
all  the  West.  There  is  hardly  any  suit  decided  but 
by  champions:  the  priests  bless  their  arms;  and 
they  arc  always  obliged  to  swear,  before  they 
engage,  that  their  arms  are  not  enchanted,  and  that 
they  have  not  made  any  compact  with  the  devil. 

Arnold,  the  emperor,  destitute  of  power,  dies  in 
Bavaria  in  the  year  899.  Some  authors  make  him 
die  of  poison,  otliers  of  lousiness ;  but  lousiness  is  a 
chimera,  and  so  is  often  the  notion  of  poison. 

900 — Confusion  increases.  Bcrcngarius  reigns 
in  Lombardy,  though  in  the  midst  of  factions.  That 
son  of  Boson  made  king  of  .\rles  by  the  intrigues 
of  his  mother,  is  by  the  same  intrigues  acknowledged 
emperor  at  Rome.  Women  then  disposed  of  every- 
thing: they  made  emperors  and  popes,  who,  how- 
ever, bad  nothing  but  the  name. 

Louis  IV.  is  acknowledged  king  of  Germany:  to 
this  he  joins  Lorraine  after  the  death  of  his  brother 
Zuentibold,  and  is  very  little  stronger  for  the  acqui- 
sition. 
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901-907  —  The  Huns  and  Hungarians  reunited, 
come  and  ravage  Bavaria,  Suabia,  and  Franconta, 
where  one  would  think  there  was  very  httle  more 
to  be  got. 

One  Moimir.  who  had  made  hlmswlf  duke  of 
Moravia  and  a  Christian,  goes  to  Rome  to  demand 
bishops.  ^m 

One  Adelbert,  marquis  of  Tuscany,  famous  for^a 
his  wife  Theodora,  is  despotic  in  Rome.    Bcrengar- 
ius  strengthens  himself  in  Lombardy;    makes  ai^| 
alliance  with  the  Huns,  in  order  to  hinder  the  ncW^^ 
king  of  Germany  from  coming  to  Italy  ;  makes  war 
on  tl>e  pretended  emperor  of  Aries:    takes  him 
prtftoner;    puts  out  his  eyes:    entirrs  Rome,  and 
compels  Pope  John  IX.  to  crown  him  emperor.    The^_ 
pope,  after  liaving  consecrated  him,  flies  to  Ravenna,^| 
and  consecrates  another  emperor,  called  Lambert, 
son  of  the  vagrant  and  needy  duke  of  S|ioIeto,  who 
assumes  the  title  of  Invincible  and  always  August. 

908-913 — Meanwhile  Lx>ai8  IV.,  king  o£ 
many,  takes  also  the  title  of  emperor:  several 
authors  give  him  the  title;  but  Sigcbcrt  says,  on 
account  of  the  evils  which  tn  his  time  harassed  Italy, 
he  did  not  deserve  the  imperial  benediction;  the 
true  reason  is.  that  he  was  not  powerful  enough  to 
cause  himself  to  be  acknowledged  emperor:  he  had 
DO  dure  in  the  troubles  whicti  harassed  luly  in  hts 
tkne. 
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In  the  r«ign  of  this  strange  emperor,  Germany 
undergoes  the  most  dismal  desolation.  The  Huns, 
hired  by  Berengarius  to  come  and  ravage  Germany, 
are  afterwards  hired  by  Louis  IV.  to  return  to  their 
own  country.  Two  fictions  arise,  headed  by  the 
dukes  of  Saxony  and  Franconia,  and  do  more  mis- 
chief than  the  Huns.  All  the  churches  arc  plun- 
dered: the  Hungarians  return  to  have  a  share  of 
the  pillage.  Tlic  emperor  Louis  flies  to  Ralisbon, 
where  he  dies  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age.  Tlius 
ended  the  race  of  Charlenmgne  in  Germany. 

CONRAD  I. 


TEKTH   EMFEAOR. 

913  —  The  German  nobles  assemble  at  Worms  to 
elect  a  king.  These  were  such  as  being  the  most 
interested  in  the  choice  of  a  prince,  according  to 
their  mind,  had  )>awcr  and  credit  enough  to  raiite 
themselves  to  the  rank  of  electors.  The  right  of 
inheritance  was,  during  this  century,  hardly 
acknowledged  in  F.urope.  niection,  either  free  or 
intluencec),  prevailed  almost  everywhere ;  witness 
those  of  Arnold  in  Germany,  of  Guy  of  Spoleto,  of 
Berengarius  in  Italy,  of  Don  Sancho  in  Aragon, 
of  Eudcs.  Robert,  Raoul,  Hugh  Capet  in  France, 
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and  of  the  emperors  of  Constantinople ;  for  so  many 
vassals  and  so  many  princes  were  desirous  of  having 
the  right  to  choose  a  chief,  and  the  hope  of  being 
chosen- 

II  is  prelended  that  Otho,  dtike  of  the  new  Saxony, 
was  chosen  by  the  Diet,  but  that  finding  himself  too 
ohi,  he  himself  proposed  Conrad,  duke  of  Franconia, 
though  he  was  his  own  enemy,  because  he  thought 
him  worthy  of  the  throne.  This  action  is  not  at  all 
in  the  spirit  of  those  almost  savage  times,  We  find 
ambition,  deceit,  and  courage  in  this  as  in  all  ages; 
but  to  begin  even  from  Clovis,  we  find  not  one  action 
of  magnanimity. 

Conrad  was  never  acknowledged  wnperor  eitlier 
in  Italy  or  France.  The  Germans,  (jnlv  aociisioiiied 
to  see  cm|»crors  in  their  kings  since  Charlemagne, 
gave  him,  it  is  said,  that  title. 

9i3-9'9  —  The  reign  of  Conrad  makes  no  altera- 
tion in  the  state  of  Cicrmany.  ilc  has  wars  with 
his  vassals,  and  particularly  with  the  son  of  that 
duke  of  Saxony  to  whom  he  is  said  to  have  owed 
the  crown. 

The  Hungarians  still  make  war  on  Gennany,  and 
Conrad  is  wholly  engrossed  in  repulsing  ilieiii.  Dur- 
ing this  period  the  French  make  themselves  masters 
of  Lorraine.  H  Charles  had  made  that  conquest,  he 
would  not  have  deserved  the  name  of  Simple;  but 
he  had  ministers  and  generals  of  another  stamp. 
He  create*  a  duke  of  Lorraine. 

The  bishops  of  Germany  confirm  themselves  in 
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(he  possession  of  their  fiefs.  Conrad  dies  in  the 
year  919  in  the  little  town  of  Weilburg.  It  is  pre- 
tended that  before  hi^  death  he  named  Henry,  duke 
of  Saxonv,  for  his  successor,  lo  the  prejudice  of  his 
own  brother.  It  is  not  very  likely  that  he  should 
think  he  had  a  right  to  choo.sc  a  successor,  or  that  he 
would  have  chosen  his  own  enemy. 

The  name  of  this  pretended  emperor  was  not 
known  in  Italy,  during  his  reign.  Lombardy  became 
3  prey  to  divisions,  Rome  to  the  most  horrible  scan- 
da),  and  Naples  and  Sicily  to  the  devastations  of  the 
Saracens. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  prostitute  Theodora 
at  Rome  raised  to  the  papal  chair  John  X.,  who  was 
a&  great  a  prostitute  as  herself. 


HENRY  THE  FOWLER. 


ELEVENTH  EMPEROR. 

930 — It  may  be  of  consequence  to  observe,  that 
in  this  time  of  anarchy,  several  liamlcts  of  Germany 
b^^n  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  natural  liberty,  after 
the  example  of  the  Italian  cities.  Some  purchased 
these  righu  of  their  lords,  others  had  supported 
them  sword  in  hand.  The  deputies  of  these  towns 
concur  with  the  bishops  and  noblemen,  in  order  to 
choose  an  emperor,  and  arc  in  the  rank  of  electors. 
Thus  Henr>'  I.,  sumamcd  the  Towlcr,  duke  of 
Saxony,  is  elected  by  the  three  estates.     Nothing 


94 


Annab  of  the  Empire. 


is  more  natural  than  that  all  those  who  arc  concerned 
in  bdng  well  gm'cmed  should  concur  in  establishing 
the  government. 

921-930  —  One  of  the  rights  belonging  to  the 
kings  of  Germany,  a&  well  as  to  the  kings  of  France, 
was  always  to  fill  the  vacant  bishoprics. 

The  emperor  Henry  has  a  short  war  with  tile 
duke  of  Bavaria,  and  ])uts  an  end  to  it  by  ceding  to 
him  the  right  of  appointing  bishops  in  hb  own 
dukedom. 

These  j'cars  produce  very  few  events  in  which 
the  fate  of  Germany  is  interested.  The  most 
important  is  the  affair  of  Lorraine.  It  had  been 
still  undecided  whether  it  sliould  belong  to  Germany 
or  France. 

Henry  the  I-"owlcr  subdues  Upper  and  Lower  Lor- 
raine in  the  year  935,  and  wrests  it  from  the  hands 
of  Duke  Gisilbcrt)  to  whom  it  had  been  given  by  the 
kings  of  France.  He  afterwards  restores  it  to  that 
duke,  that  it  miglit  depend  upon  Germany.  This 
Lorraine  was  no  other  than  a  dismembered  part  of 
the  kingdom  of  Lotliariiigia.  It  was  Brabant,  part 
of  the  country  of  Liige,  afterwards  disputed  by  the 
bi-ihop  of  Liege,  with  the  lands  between  Mctz  and 
Franche-Comtc ,  disputed  also  by  the  bishop  of  Metz. 
This  country  in  the  sequel  returned  to  France,  from 
which  it  was  afterwards  separated  again. 

Henry  enacts  laws  which  arc  more  interesting 
than  the  events  and  revolutions  with  which  history 
is  loaded.    He  extricates  what  could  be  extricated 
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from  the  feudal  a.iiarcliy.  Vassalei  and  untlcr-vassaU 
consent  to  furnish  soldiers  and  corn  for  llieir  sub- 
sJsience.  He  changes  into  cities  the  depopulated 
towns,  which  the  I-Iuns,  Bohemians,  Moravians,  and 
Normans  had  laid  waste.  He  huilds  Brandenburg', 
Meissen,  ami  Schlcswig,  where  he  settles  marquises 
to  piard  the  marches  of  Germany.  He  re-estahHshcs 
the  ruined  ahheys  of  Hcrford  and  Corbie :  and  plana 
several  cities,  such  as  Ciotha,  Hcrford,  and  Goslar. 

The  ancient  Saxons,  Slavs,  Abodritcs.  and  their 
neighbors,  the  V^amlals,  arc  repulsed.  His  predeces- 
sor, ConratI,  had  cunserlcd  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the 
Hungarians,  and  hitherto  it  \vz&  paid  by  Henry  tlie 
Fowler,  who,  in  a  little  time,  freed  Germany  from 
that  disgrace. 

930-936  —  It  is  said,  tliat  when  the  Hungarian 
deputies  came  to  demand  their  tribute,  Henry  gave 
them  a  mangy  dog.  It  was  a  punishment  inflicted 
upon  German  knights,  when  they  had  committed 
crimes,  to  carry  a  dog  for  a  league.  This  coarse 
custom,  worthy  of  those  times,  docs  not  at  all 
detract  from  the  greatness  of  their  courage ;  true 
it  is,  the  Hungarians  come  and  do  more  mischief 
than  the  tribute  would  have  cost;  but  at  length 
they  are  repulsed  and  defeated. 

Then  he  causes  the  towns  to  be  fortified,  as  a 
check  upon  the  barbarians;  and  leaves  the  ninth 
man  in  some  provinces  with  which  these  towns  arc 
garrisoned.  He  exercises  the  nobility  in  jousts  and  a 
land  of  tournaments:    in  one  of  these  nearly  a 
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thousand  gentlemen  are  said  to  have  entered  the 

lists. 

These  tournaments  had  been  invented  in  Italy,  by 
tfae  Lombard  kings,  and  were  called  "BataglioU." 

Having  provided  for  the  defence  of  Germany,  he 
resolves  at  length  to  go  to  Italy,  after  the  example 
of  his  predecessors,  in  order  to  receive  the  imperial 
crown. 

The  troubles  and  scandalous  practices  of  Rome 
were  increased.  Marosia,  daughter  of  Theodora, 
had  raised  to  St.  Peter's  eliair  the  young  John  XI., 
produced  by  her  adultery  with  Pope  Sergius  III., 
and  governed  the  Church  in  the  name  of  her  son.  Of 
alt  the  t>Tants  that  ovcrwhchned  Italy  the  Germans 
were  most  hated  by  Rome. 

Henry  the  Fowler,  relying  upon  his  forces, 
thought  to  have  taken  advantage  of  those  troubles; 
but  he  died  upon  the  road,  in  Thuringia,  in  the  year 
936.  Tlic  only  reason  for  calling  him  emperor,  is 
because  he  was  desirous  of  receiving  the  impeKal 
throne,  and  it  was  the  custom  to  give  him  that 
appellation. 

OTHO  I..  SURNAMED  THE  GREAT. 

TWELFTH   EMPEROR. 

936  —  At  length  we  come  to  a  true  emperor.  The 
dukes,  counts,  bishops,  abbots,  and  all  the  powerful 
noblemen  assembled  at  Ai.x-Ia-Oiapel!c.  elect  Otho, 
son  of  Henry  the  Fowler.  It  is  not  mentioned  that 
the  deputies  of  the  towns  gave  their  voles.  Perhaps 
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the  great  noblemen  havings  gained  an  acquisition  of 
power,  under  Henry  the  Fowler,  liad  deprive^J  the 
towns  of  this  right 

The  archbishop  of  Mentz  si^ifics  this  bicclion  to 
ihc  people,  consecrates  the  new  emperor,  and  sets 
the  crown  upon  his  head.  It  may  be  observed  that 
the  prelates  dine  at  the  emperor's  table;  and  that 
the  dukes  of  Franconia,  Suabia,  Bavaria,  and  Lor- 
raine, serve  at  table ;  the  duke  of  P'rancotiia,  for 
example,  in  quality  of  steward,  and  the  duke  of 
Suabia,  as  cup-bcarcr.  This  ceremony  was  per- 
formed in  a  wooden  gallcr)-,  in  the  midst  of  the  ruins 
of  Aix-ia-Chapclle,  which  liad  been  burned  by  the 
Huns,  and  was  not  yet  rebuilt. 

The  Huns  and  Hungarians  come  again  lo  inter- 
rupt the  festival.  They  advance  to  Westphalia,  but 
mre  repulsed. 

937  —  Bohemia  was  then  entirely  barbarous,  and 
but  one  half  Christian.  Luckily  for  Otho,  it  is 
embroiled  in  civil  wars,  of  which  he  takes  the 
whranuge  as  soon  as  possible.  He  renders  Bohemia 
tributary  to  Germany,  and  there  establishes  Chris- 
tiantty. 

938-940  —  Otbo  endeavors  to  make  himself 
despotic,  and  the  noblemen  of  the  great  fiefs  to  ren- 
der themselves  independent.  This  great  qiurrcl. 
sometimes  open,  sometimes  concealed,  still  exists 
in  the  minds  of  men,  after  a  series  of  eight  hundred 
years,  as  well  as  the  quarrel  between  Rome  and  the 
empire. 

Vol.  j.-j 
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Tliis  struggle  lictwccn  royal  power,  which  always 
seeks  increase,  and  liberty,  which  will  not  )-iekI,  has 
for  a  long'  time  agitated  all  the  Christian  part  of 
Europe.  It  existed  in  Spain  as  long  as  the  Chris- 
tians had  to  fight  with  the  Moors,  after  which  the 
sovereign  authority  got  uppermost.  It  was  this 
that  involved  France  in  troubles,  to  the  middle  of  the 
reign  ai  Louis  XI. ;  that  has  at  length  established 
in  England  the  mixed  government  to  which  she  owes 
her  greatness;  and  that  has  cemented  in  Poland  the 
liberty  of  the  nobles  and  the  slavery  of  the  people. 
Tlie  same  spirit  has  troubled  Sweden  and  Denmark, 
and  founded  the  republics  of  Switzerland  and  Hol- 
land :  and  the  same  cause  has  everywhere  produced 
different  effects. 

The  duke  of  Bavaria  refusing  to  do  homage, 
Qtho  enters  tliat  country  with  an  amiy,  and  reduces 
the  duke  to  some  allodial  territories.  He  creates 
one  of  the  duke's  brothers  count  palatine  in  Bavaria, 
and  another  count  palatine  towards  the  Rhine.  This 
dignity  of  count  palatine  is  revived  from  the  counts 
of  the  palace  of  the  Roman  emperors,  and  of  the 
Franks. 

He  bestows  the  same  dignity  upon  a  duke  of  Fran- 
conia.  These  palatines  are  at  first  supreme  judges. 
They  judge  in  the  last  appeal  in  the  name  of  the 
emperor.  This  supreme  resource  of  justice  is,  next 
to  an  army,  the  greatest  support  of  sovereignty. 

Otho  disposes  at  pleasure  of  dignities  and  lands. 
Tlie  first  marquis  of  Brandenburg  dying  without 
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issue,  he  givts  thf  marquisate  to  one  Count  Gerard, 
vrbo  was  not  related  to  the  deceased  one 

The  more  Otho  affects  absolute  power,  the  more 
he  U  opposed  by  the  noblemen  of  tlic  great  Bcfs :  and 
from  that  very  time  begins  the  custom  of  liaving 
Rcoarse  to  France  to  support  the  feudal  govem- 
roent  in  Germany  against  llic  authority  of  the  Ocr- 
man  Icings. 

Tbe  dukes  of  Franconia  and  Lorraine  and  titc 
|irince  of  Brunswick  address  themselves  to  Louis 
dXKitrcmer.  king  of  France,  who  enters  Lorraine 
and  Alsace  and  joins  the  allies. 

Otho  anticipates  tiK  Frcndi  king ;  and  upon  the 
Rhine  near  Cri$ach  defeats  the  dukes  of  Franconia 
and  Lorraine,  who  are  slain  in  battle. 

He  deprives  the  hou.se  of  Franconia  of  the  title  of 
[ilaiine:  settle*  it  upon  the  house  of  Bavaria,  and 
uinexes  to  it  lands  and  castles.  Thus  was  formed 
litt  present  palatinate  of  the  lihitie. 

W  —  As  the  German  noblemen  of  the  great  fiefs 
tad  called  the  king  of  France  to  their  a&sistance. 
tile  noblemen  of  France,  in  like  manner,  solicit  the 
*aiflai>ce  of  Otho.  He  pursues  Louis  d'Outremcr 
tlmngb  the  whole  country  of  Champagne :  but  is 
•nailed  into  Germany  by  conspiracies. 

943-944  —  The  despotism  of  Otho  alienates  the 
minds  of  men  to  such  a  degree  that  his  own  brother, 
Ha»r>-,  duke  of  one  part  of  Lorraine,  liad  united 
*rth  several  noblemen  to  deprive  him  of  his  throne 
*^i  h£e.    He  returns  llicrcforc  to  Germany,  stifles 
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the  conspiracy,  and  pardons  his  brother,  who  was 
in  all  probability  powerful  enough  to  be  entitled  to 
that  favor. 

If  c  augments  the  privile^^  of  bishops  and  abbots, 
in  order  to  oppose  them  to  the  noblemen.  He 
bestows  the  title  of  prince,  with  all  the  rights  of 
regality,  upon  the  bishop  of  Trier.  He  gives  the 
duchy  of  Bavaria  to  hi&  brother  Henry,  who  liad 
conspired  against  hini,  and  leaves  the  natural  heirs 
quite  destitute.  This  is  t!ic  greatest  [>roof  of  his 
absolute  power. 

945-946  —  At  that  time  the  race  of  Charlemagne, 
which  still  reigned  in  France,  was  reduced  to  tlie 
lowest  state  of  degradation.  They  liad  in  912  ceded 
Ncustria,  property  so-called,  to  the  Normans,  and 
even  Brittany,  which  then  became  an  under-fief  of 
France. 

Hugucs.  duke  of  tlie  Isle  of  France,  of  the  blood 
of  Charlemagne  by  the  female  line,  father  of  Hugh 
Capet,  fton-in-law  by  his  first  marriage  to  Edward 
I.,  king  of  England,  and  brother-in-law  of  Otho 
by  his  second  marriage,  was  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful noblemen  in  Europe,  and  the  king  of  France 
at  that  time  one  of  the  most  inconsiderable.  This 
Hugh  had  recalled  Louis  d'Outrcmcr  to  crown  And 
serve  him.  and  was  called  Hugues,  or  Hugh  the 
Great,  because  he  had  made  himself  powerful  at  the 
expense  of  his  master. 

He  was  allied  with  the  Normans,  who  had  made 
the  unfortunate  d'Outremer  prisoner.    That  king, 
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released  from  captivity,  was  l«ft>4lmost  without 
towns  or  territory.  He  was  likewise  brother-in-Jaw 
of  <>tho,  who&c  sister  he  had  married,  l^edeniands 
his  protection,  in  consequence  uf  ceding  a^.^iis  rights 
over  Lorraine. 

Otho  marches  to  the  neighborhood  of  ^uis, 
besieges  Rouen,  but,  being  abandoned  by  the  couot 
of  Flanders,  returns  to  his  own  dominions  after  a 
fruitless  expedition. 

947-948  —  Otho,  being  unable  to  conquer  Hugh 
the  Great,  causes  him  to  be  excommunicated.  He 
convokes  a  council  at  Trier,  where  llic  poi>c's  legate 
pronounces  the  sentence  at  the  desire  of  Otho's  chief 
almoner.  Meveriheless  Hugli  continues  master  in 
I-'rance. 

There  was,  we  have  seen,  a  margrave  at  Schles- 
wig.  in  the  Cimbric  Chersonesus,  to  check  the  incur- 
sions of  the  Danes.  They  kill  this  margrave.  Otho 
hastens  thither  in  person,  retakes  the  town,  secures 
the  frontiers,  and  makes  peace  with  Denmark  on 
condition  that  Christianity  should  be  preached  in 
that  coontr>-. 

949  —  Thence  Otho  goes  to  hold  a  coundl  at 
Ingrlheim,  near  Mciitz.  Louis  d'Outremer,  who  had 
no  army,  demanded  this  council  of  Pope  Agapecus; 
a  poor  resource  against  Hugh  llie  Great. 

There  the  German  bishops  ami  Marini,  the  pope's 
legate,  appear  as  judges,  Otho  as  protector,  and 
Louis  of  France  as  a  suppliant.  Louis  demands  jus- 
tice, and  says :  "  1   have  been  acknowledged  king 
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by  the  suSmg^-jai'att  the  noblemen.     If  it  is  pre- 
tended th^t'  K-hiivc  committed  some  crime  which 
merit*  tbeSrcatment  I  suffer,  1  am  ready  to  take  my 
trial  hcCpti  the  council,  according  to  Otbo's  order, 
of-.I  win  maintain  niy  innocence  in  single  combat." 
^.^•.,  TJiis   miserable   a<ldress    pruvt-s    tlie  custom    of 
•.'^^ocls,    the    dcploralitc    condition    of    the    king    of 
'V*  Fiance,  the  jxiwer  of  Otho,  and  the  election  of 
kings.     The  right  of  blood  sccm«l  then  no  more 
than  a  recommemlation  to  obtain  votes.    Hugh  the 
Great  is  snmmoned  to  this  vain  council,  although 
nobody  sup^wsed  he  would  appear. 

950  —  Otlin  gives  the  investiture  of  Stiabia, 
Augsburg,  Constance,  and  Wiirtemberg,  to  his  son 
Ludolphus,  "  saving  the  rights  of  the  bishops." 

951  —  Olho  returns  to  Bohemia;  defeats  the 
Duke  Bol,  who  is  called  Bolestaus.  The  word 
"  SIcu"  among  lliesc  people  signilicd  chief.  Hence 
they  were  at  first  called  Slavs,  which  natne  in  the 
seqiiel  fell  to  those  whom  they  had  conquered.  The 
einperor  confirms  the  vassalage  of  Bohemia,  and 
there  estabHsheTi  the  Oiristian  religion.  All  beyond 
was  still  pagan,  except  some  marches  of  Germany. 
From  that  time  he  resolved  to  renew  the  empire  of 
Oiarlemagne,  and  a  woman  paveil  the  way. 

Adelaide,  sister  of  a  petty  king  of  Transjurane 
Burgundy,  widow  of  the  king  or  usurper  of  the 
kingdom  of  Italy,  being  oppressed  by  another 
tisurper,  Berengarius  II.,  who  besieges  her  in 
Canossa.  calls  Otho  to  her  aid.    Thither  he  marches. 
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deUvers.  and  being  then  a  widower,  marries  this 
princess.  He  enters  Pavia  in  trium]>h  with  Ade- 
laide; bnt  it  required  both  time  and  diligence  to 
subdtie  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  and  especially 
Rook,  which  would  by  no  means  submit  to  him. 

952 —  He  leaves  his  army  to  a  prince  called  Con- 
nd,  his  own  son-in-law,  whom  he  had  made  duke 
o{  Lorraine,  and.  what  was  very  common  in  those 
times,  goes  10  hold  a  council  at  Augsburg  instead 
of  pursQtng  his  conquests.  There  were  Italian  bish- 
Qpi  at  that  council.  Perhapti  he  had  no  other  view  in 
lUsbut  to  dispose  people  to  receive  him  in  Italy. 

9S3 — His  marriage  with  Adelaide,  which  ought 
to  have  secured  him  in  the  possession  of  Italy, 
WIS  like  to  have  made  him  lose  it  in  a  very  little 
timt. 

His  son  Ludolphus,  to  whom  he  had  given  so 
nanT  dominions,  but  who  v/as  afraid  that  his 
<not[icF-in-law  would  give  him  a  master,  and  his 
lOR-in-law,  Conrad,  to  whom  he  had  given  Lor- 
nine,  bat  from  whom  he  had  taken  the  command 
■n  Italy,  conspire  against  him.  and  archbishop  of 
Uenii  and  a  bishop  of  Augsburg  join  these  con- 
(tdnales;  he  marches  against  his  son,  and,  instead 
of  Risking  himself  emperor  at  Rome,  is  obliged  to 
iiBiRtain  a  civil  war  in  Germany. 

934 — His  unnatural  son  calls  tlie  Hungarians  to 
•"ssMistaiice,  and  it  costs  him  abundance  of  trouble 
lo  Ttpd  ibem  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  and  the 
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neighborhood  oi  Cologne,  whither  they  had  ad- 
vanced. 

Otho  had  a  brother  called  Bruno,  an  ecclesiastic, 
whom  he  procures  to  be  elected  archbishop  of 
Cologne,  and  to  whom  he  gives  Lorraine. 

955  —  The  arms  of  Otho  prevail,  liis  sons  and 
their  adherents  ask  pardon.  The  ardihishop  of 
Mcntz  returns  to  his  dtity.  The  king's  son  deviates 
from  it  again.  At  length  he  comes  barefoot  and 
throws  himself  at  hiii  father's  feet.  The  Hunga- 
rians whom  he  called  in,  far  from  following  his 
cxamfde  in  asking  forgiveness,  lay  waste  the 
country.  Otho  gives  them  battle  and  defeats  them 
at  Augsburg.  He  seems  to  have  been  strong  enough 
to  defeat,  but  not  to  pursue  and  destroy  them, 
although  his  army  was  compo.>ied  of  legions  formed 
after  the  model  of  the  ancient  Roman  legions. 

The  fears  of  the  son  of  Otho  are  realized.  Ade- 
laide is  delivered  of  a.  prince,  who  is  Otho  II. 

956-960 — The  designs  upon  Rome  ripen,  but 
the  affairs  of  Germany  prevent  their  being  dis- 
closed. The  Slavs  and  other  barbarians  deluge  the 
north  of  Germany,  as  yet  but  very  til  secured  in 
spite  of  all  the  cares  of  Otho.  Inconsiderable  wars 
towards  Luxemburg  and  Hainault,  which  belonged 
to  Lower  Lorraine,  continue  still  to  employ  his  .irms. 

Ludolphns.  that  son  of  Otho  who  was  sent  into 
Italy  against  Berengarius,  dies  in  that  coimtry, 
either  of  the  plague  or  of  poison. 

Bercngarius    was    then   absolute   master   of   the 
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andcQt  kingdom  of  Lombardy,  though  not  at  Ronw. 

But  he  necessarily  had  a  thotisand  quarrels  with  her, 

hVe  the  andent  Lombard  kings. 
A  son  of  Marosia,  called  Octavian  Sporco,  was 

elected,  pope  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  by  the  credit  of 
bmtly.    He  takes  tlie  name  of  John  XH.,  in 
jry  of  his  uncle,  John  XI.    This  is  the  first  pope 
I  changed  his  name  at  his  acctrssion  to  the  jxintifi- 

'tale.  He  was  not  even  in  orders  when  his  family 
made  him  pontiff.  He  was  a  young  man  who  lived 
tike  a  prince  and  was  a  lover  of  arms  and  pleasure, 
ll  is  surprising  that,  under  so  many  scandalous 
pc^,  the  Roman  church  lost  neither  her  pre- 
nptives  nor  pretensions;  but  at  that  time  almost 
ill  the  other  churches  were  governed  in  this  man- 
otr.  The  bishops  having  always  sometliing  to  ask 
cf  Rome,  either  orders  or  favors,  did  not  abandon 
^T  interest  for  a  few  scandalous  practices  more 
I^Uo  usual,  and  it  was  their  interest  to  be  always 
Bnlcd  to  the  Roman  church,  because  thai  union 
"lidc  them  more  respected  by  the  people,  and  more 
^nsiderable  in  the  eyes  of  the  sovereigns.  The 
^rgyof  Italy  might  then  despise  the  popes,  but  they 
ftvercd  the  papacy  the  more,  as  they  aspired  to  tliat 

■  ttalted  station.  Finally,  in  the  opinion  of  mankind, 
tfic  place  was  sacred  even  wltcn  the  person  was 
<J«tiiiable. 

The  Italians  at  length  call  Otho  to  their  assist- 
""*.  They  wanted,  says  Luitprand,  a  contem- 
pofaiy  writer,  lo  have  two  masters,  that  they  might 
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not  have  one  in  reality.    This  is  one  of  the  principal 
causes  of  the  long  miseries  of  Italy. 

960  —  Otito,  before  be  sets  out  for  Italy,  t^cs 
care  to  have  his  son  Otho,  bom  of  Adelaide,  though 
but  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  age,  elected  king  of 
Germany  — a  new  proof  that  the  right  of  succession 
did  not  exist.  He  takes  tlic  precaution  of  causing 
him  to  be  crowned  at  Aix-la-Oiapelle  by  the  arch- 
bishops of  Cologne,  Mentz,  and  Trier,  assembled  for 
that  purpose.  The  archbishop  of  Cologne  performs 
the  function  first.  This  was  Bruno,  the  brother  of 
Otho. 

961  —  He  passes  the  Alps  of  (he  Tyrol;  once 
more  enters  I'avia,  which  always  falls  to  the  first 
occupier,  and  receives  the  crown  of  Lombardy  at 
Monza. 

962  —  While  Bcrcngarius  iiivs  with  his  family, 
Otho  marches  to  Runic,  and  tlic  gates  arc  oiiencd 
to  him.  John  XII.  crowns  him  emperor.  He  con- 
fmns  the  donations  of  Pcjiin.  Charlemagne,  and 
Louis  the  Weak.  He  takes  the  ]X)pe's  oath  of  alle- 
giance on  the  body  of  St.  Peter  and  ordains  that 
there  shall  be  commissaries  of  the  emperor  at  Rome. 

This  instnmient,  written  in  letters  of  gold,  sub- 
scribed by  seven  bishops  of  Germany,  five  counts, 
two  abbots,  and  several  Italian  prelates,  is  still  kept 
in  Uie  castle  of  St.  Angclo.  The  date  is  February 
13.  962.  Lotharius.  king  of  France,  and  Hugh 
Capet,  afterwards  king,  are  said  to  have  been  present 
at  this  coronation.     These  kings  of  France  were 
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ind«d  so  weak  thai  they  miRhi  have  served  as  orna- 
ments at  the  consecration  ol  an  emperor,  but  the 
ounes  of  Lothariiu  and  Hugh  Capet  are  not  found 
in  the  signatures  of  this  act. 

All  that  was  then  done  at  Rome  concerning  the 
diurchcs  of  Germany  was  to  erect  Magdeburg  into 
in  archbishop 's  fee.  and  Merseburg  into  a  bishopric 
for  the  conversion  of  the  Slavs,  that  is,  the  people 
who  inhabited  Moravia,  [art  of  Brandenburg,  Sile- 
sia, etr. 

Scarce  had  the  pope  given  himself  a  master  when 
he  repented  of  what  he  had  done.  He  leagues  with 
tbu  famed  Berengarius,  who  had  fled  for  refuge 
■  inioiig  the  Mahometans  cantoned  upon  the  coast  of 
Prm-encc,  and  solicits  the  Hungarians  to  enter  Ger- 
many. This  was  the  step  he  should  have  taken 
belorc. 

963  —  The  Emperor  Otho.  having  finished  the 
conqnext  of  Lombard  y,  returns  to  Rome.  He 
nsembles  a  council.  Pope  John  XH.  hides  himself. 
He  b  accused  in  full  council  in  the  church  of  St. 
Peicr  o(  having  committed  fornication  with  several 
wonai,  particularly  with  one  called  Etienctta,  his 
father's  concubine ;  of  having  conferred  the  bishop- 
ric of  Lodi  upon  a  child  of  ten  years ;  of  having  sold 
ordinaiioos  and  benefices;  of  having  put  out  the 
eyes  of  his  godfatlier ;  of  having  first  castrated  and 
Iben  put  to  death  a  cardinal,  and  lastly  of  not  believ- 
htf'xo  Jesus  Christ  and  of  having  invoked  the  devil ; 
t«Q  articles  that  seera  to  contradict  one  another. 
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This  young  pontiff,  who  was  then  but  seven  and 
twenty,  was  said  to  be  deposed  for  his  incests  and 
scandalous  practices;  but  the  true  reason  was  his 
having  endeavored,  like  all  the  Romans,  to  destroy 
the  German  jwwer  in  Rome. 

A  new  pope,  called  Leo  VIII.,  is  elected  in  his 
room.  Otho  was  not  able  to  secure  the  person  of 
John  XII.,  or,  if  he  was,  he  committed  a  f^reat  error. 

964  —  The  new  pope,  Leo  VIIL,  if  we  may 
believe  the  discourse  of  Arnold,  bishop  of  Orleans, 
was  neither  an  ecclesiastic,  nor  e%-en  a  Christian. 

John  XII..  a  debauched  pope,  but  an  enterprising 
prince,  excites  an  insurrection  of  llic  Romans  from 
the  recesses  of  his  retreat,  and  while  Otho  goes  to 
besiege  Camerino  the  pontiff,  assisted  by  his  mis- 
tress, reenters  Rome.  He  deposes  his  competitor, 
orders  the  right  hand  of  Cardinal  John  to  be  cut  off 
because  it  had  written  the  deposition  against  him, 
opposes  council  to  council,  and  enacts  a  statute  im- 
porting that  "an  inferior  shall  never  have  power  to 
deprive  his  superior  of  his  rank  ;  "  or,  in  other  words. 
that  no  emperor  shall  ever  have  power  to  depose  a 
pope.  He  Hatters  himself  with  the  hope  of  driving 
the  Germans  from  Italy :  but.  in  the  midst  of  his 
great  design,  he  is  assassinated  in  the  embraces  of 
one  of  his  mistresses. 

He  had  animated  the  Romans  and  raised  their 
courage  to  such  a  pilch  that  even  after  his  death  they 
ventured  to  support  a  siege,  and  did  not  surrender 
to  Otho  until  reduced  to  the  last  extremity. 


Otho  I. 


109 


Otho,  twice  conqueror  of  Rome,  order&  it  to  be 
decUred  in  council  llut  "  after  the  example  of  the 
blessed  Adrian,  who  gave  to  Charlemagne  the  right 
of  electing  pope»  and  investing  all  bishops,  the  unie 
rights  were  given  to  the  Emperor  Otho."  This  title. 
Mtit  extant  in  Gratian's  collection,  is  suspected,  but 
that  which  is  not  suspected  is  the  great  care  llie 
nctorious  emperor  took  to  secure  himself  in  tlie  ]nif>- 
xstion  of  all  his  rights. 

After  so  ma.ay  oaths,  the  emperors  ought  to 
hive  resided  al  Rome  to  enforce  the  observation  uf 
than. 

965 —  He  returns  to  Germany.  He  finds  all  Lor- 
nine  in  rebellion  against  his  brother  Bnmo.  arcli- 
hiihop  of  Cologne,  who  at  that  time  governed  in 
Lorraine.  He  is  obliged  to  abandon  Trier,  Metz, 
TwI,  and  Verdnn  to  their  respective  bishops.  Upper 
Uirraine  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  count  of  Bar, 
3nij  this  country  aloiK  is  what  wc  now  call  Lor- 
nsK,  Bruno  reserves  no  more  than  the  province.'! 
of  the  Rhine,  the  Mcuse  and  the  Scheldt.  This 
Bnino  wa.s  a  learned  man,  as  much  detached  from 
ETudeur  as  his  brother,  Utho.  the  emperor,  was 
■abitious. 

Hie  house  of  Luxemburg  takes  that  name  from 
the  castle  of  Luxemburg,  which  they  receive  in 
cxdiange  from  an  abtxit  of  St.  Maximin  in  Trier. . 

The  Poles  begin  to  embrace  Christianity. 

966 — Scarce  was  the  Erapernr  Otho  returned 
to  Germany  when  the  Romans  resolved  to  be  free. 
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TTiey  expel  Pope  John  XIII.,  who  was  atuchcd  to 
the  emperor.  The  prefect  of  Rome,  the  tribunes,  and 
the  senate  think  to  revive  the  ancient  republic.  But 
that  which  at  one  lime  was  an  enterprise  of  heroes, 
at  another  season  becomes  a  seditious  insurrection. 
Otho  flics  back  to  Italy  and  orders  one*lialf  of  the 
senate  to  be  hanged.  'Hie  prefect  of  Kome,  who 
wanted  to  be  another  Brutus,  was  scoui^^  in  Uie 
public  street,  carried  in  procession  naked  upon  an 
ass,  and  thrown  into  a  dungeon,  where  he  died  in 
extreme  misery.  These  executions  do  not  at  all 
recommend  the  German  government  to  the  Italians. 

967  —  The  emperor  sends  for  his  young  son, 
Otho,  to  Kome,  and  associates  him  in  the  empire. 

968  —  He  negotiates  with  Nicephonis  Phocas, 
emperor  of  the  Greeks,  a  match  between  his  own  son 
and  thai  emperor's  daughter.  The  Greek  deceives 
htm,  and  Otho  deprives  him  of  Apulia  and  Calabria 
by  way  of  dower  to  the  young  Princess  Theophania, 
whom,  however,  he  has  not  in  his  power. 

969  —  To  this  year  almost  all  the  chronologists 
place  the  adventure  of  Otho,  archbishop  of  Mentz. 
who  was  besieged  in  a  tower  in  the  middle  of  the 
Rhine  by  an  army  of  mice  that  swam  the  river  and 
devoured  him.  Probably  those  who  still  load  his- 
tory with  such  childish  triHcs  have  no  other  design 
than  that  of  leaving  upon  record  those  ancient  mon- 
uments of  weak  superstition  to  show  from  what 
darkness  Europe  Is  scarce  delivered. 

970  —  John  Zimisses.  who  dethrones  the  Emperor 
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Kicq)horus,  sends  at  length  the  Princess  Theopha- 
nia  to  Ollio.  for  his  son.  Almost  all  authors  agree 
that  Otho  had  Apulia  and  Calabria  with  that  prin- 
cess, but  the  learned  and  exact  Giannoni  has  proved 
Uiai  he  never  received  that  rich  dower. 

971-973  —  Otho  returns  victorious  to  Saxony, 
which  was  his  native  country. 

The  duke  of  Bohemia,  vassal  of  Uie  empire, 
invades  Moravia,  which  becomes  an  appendage  to 
iiemia. 

A  bishop  is  established  at  Prague.  He  is  nom- 
outed  by  the  duke  of  Buheniia  and  consecrated  by 
the  archbishop  of  Mentz. 

At  that  time  the  archbishops  of  Magdeburg  laid 
tbe  foundation  of  their  power.  The  title  of  metro- 
of  the  North  and  their  extensive  territories 
mtn  one  day  to  make  them  great  princes. 

Otho  dies  at  Minleben,  May  7,  973,  with  the 
■^'Itory  of  having  rc-cstablishcd  the  empire  of  Cbarlfr* 
mcac  in  Italy.  But  Charles  was  the  avenger  of 
■lUme;  Otho.  the  conqueror  and  oppressor;  nor  had 
i^lu  empire  such  vast  and  firm  foundations  as  that  of 
■■Chtriemagnc. 

OTHO  ir. 


THIRTEENTH  EUPEROR. 


974— It  plainly  appears  that  emperors  and  kings 
ytn  now  made  by  eleaion.  Otho  11.,  liaving  been 
■Inady  elected  emperor  and  king  of  Germany,  con- 
hnti  himself  with  being  proclaimed  at  Magdeburg 
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by  the  clergy  and  nobility  of  the  country,  which 
composed  a  middlings  assembly. 

The  despotism  of  the  father,  the  fear  of  absolute 
power  perpetuated  in  one  family,  but,  above  all, 
the  ambition  of  Henry,  duke  of  Bavaria,  Otbo's 
cousin,  induces  one-third  of  lirnnany  to  rebel. 

Henry  of  Bavaria  causes  himself  to  be  crowned 
emperor  by  the  bishop  of  Frisingen.  Pc^and  aud 
Denmark  espouse  his  party,  not  as  members  of  Ger- 
many and  the  empire,  but  as  neighborit  whose 
interest  it  was  to  disturb  its  peaee. 

975  — The  party  of  Otho  II.  is  the  first  that  arms, 
and  by  this  diligence  he  preserves  ihe  empire-  His 
troops  surmount  the  entrenchments  which  separated 
Denmark  from  Germany,  and  which  serve  no  other 
purpose  than  that  of  demonstrating  the  weakness  of 
that  nation. 

He  enters  Bohemia,  which  had  declared  for  Henry 
of  Bavaria ;  he  marches  to  the  duke  of  Poland,  who 
is  said  to  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Otho 
as  a  vassal. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  all  these  oaths  were  taken 
on  the  knee,  with  the  hands  joined  together,  and 
thus  the  bishops  administered  tlie  oath  to  kings. 

976 — Henry  of  Bavaria,  being  abandoned,  is 
imprisoned  at  Quedlinburg,  and  thence  exiled  to 
Elric  with  the  bishop  of  Augsburg,  who  wa»  his 
partisan. 

977 — The  limits  of  Germany  and  France  were 
then  very  uncertain.    There  was  no  longer  any  men- 
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lion  made  of  Eastern  and  Western  France.  The 
Uags  cf  Germany  extended  their  temtonat  sitperi- 
oritjr  as  far  as  tbe  confines  of  Charapairne  and 
Keardy.  By  lerritorial  superiority  we  must  not 
mikistaod  a  direct  dominton  or  possession  of  lands, 
tot  the  supenonty  of  (he  lands,  the  right  of  para- 
unt  and  of  fine.  In  the  sequel,  this  expression 
of  territorial  superiority  has.  by  mere  ignorance  of 
Ik  terms,  been  applied  to  the  aaual  posses&iun  of 
(be  domains  which  are  held  by  the  empire,  whidi 
it,  on  the  contrary,  a  territorial  inferiority. 

Tbe  dukes  of  L-orraine,  Brabant,  and  Hainault  had 
<^c  homage  for  their  lands  to  the  last  kings  of  Ger- 
ouy.  Lothahtts,  long  of  France,  revives  his  pre- 
iCMioitt  to  these  countries.  The  royal  authority 
bcpa  lo  be  a  little  vigorotis  in  France  at  this  time, 
tad  Lotharios  took  advantage  of  the  conjuncture  to 
Uudc  at  once  Upper  ami  Lower  Lorraine. 

976  —  Otbo  assembles  nearly  sixty  thousand  men. 
riTagcs  all  Champagne,  and  penetrates  even  to 
Puis.  At  that  time  they  neither  knew  how  to  for- 
tify the  frontiers,  tick  to  make  war  rn  tbe  open 
QMittry.  Military  expeditions  were  no  more  than 
n*aB«. 

Otbok  in  bis  return,  is  defeated  in  crossing  the 

rtvtt  AiiL     Geoffrey,  otninl   of   Anjou,   somamed 

Griacgamielk,  pursues  him  witboat  ceasing  in  the 

wmt  of  Ardennes,  and  proposes,  accordti^  to  die 

Isles  of  chivalry,  to  decide  the  qtsurel  by  single  com- 

^     Tbe   emperor   refuses   tbe   challeage.   ertber 
Vol.  ,1-8 
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because  he  thought  it  was  beneath  his  dignity  to 
fight  hand  to  hand  with  Griscgonnelle,  or  because. 
being  cruel,  he  wanted  courage. 

97y  —  The  emperor  and  king  of  France  make 
peace,  in  consequence  of  which  Charles,  brother 
of  l-otharius.  receives  Ix>wer  Lorraine  from  the 
emperor,  together  with  part  of  D'pper  I^rraine.  He 
does  homage  to  him  on  his  knees,  and  this  submis- 
sion is  said  to  have  cost  his  posterity  the  kingdom 
of  France;  at  least  Hugh  Capet  made  use  of  that 
pretext  tn  make  him  ndious. 

980  —  While  Otho  11.  strengthened  himself  in 
Germany,  the  Romans  had  endeavored  to  sliake  of! 
the  German  yoke.  One  Ccncius  was  declared  con- 
sul, and  he  and  his  party  had  made  a  pope  whose 
name  u-as  Boniface  Vll.  A  count  of  Toscanella, 
who  was  an  enemy  to  his  faction,  had  elected 
another  pope,  and  Boniface  VII.  had  gone  to  Con- 
stantinople to  invite  the  Greek  emperors,  Basilius 
and  Constantinc.  to  come  and  retake  Rome.  The 
Greek  emperors  were  not  strong  enough  for  such  an 
enterprise.  To  Ihcm  the  pope  joined  the  Arabians 
of  Africa,  dioosing  to  make  Rome  Mahometan 
ratlier  than  German.  The  Christian  Greeks  and 
Mussulman  .Airicans  unite  their  sqiudroms.  and 
togetlier  take  possession  of  the  country  of  Naples. 

Otho  n.  repairs  to  Italy  and  marches  to  Rome. 

981  —  As  Rome  was  divided,  he  found  immediate 
admission.  He  lodges  in  the  pope's  palace,  invites 
several   senators  and  the  partisans  of  Cencius  to 
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dinner.  Soldiers  enter  during  the  repast  and  mur- 
der the  giwsts.  This  was  rencu-ingf  the  times  of 
Marius,  and  this  was  all  that  remained  of  ancient 
Rome.  But  is  the  fact  really  true?  Geoffrey  of 
V'itcrbo  relates  it  two  liundrcd  years  after  it  is 
sapposed  to  have  happened. 

982  —  After  this  Moody  fcAst  it  is  necessary  to 
march  into  Apulia  to  fight  the  Greeks  and  Saracens, 
who  came  to  revenge  and  serve  the  city  of  Ronw. 
He  had  a  number  of  lutian  troops  in  his  army,  and 
they  were  good  for  nothing  but  treason. 

The  Gennans  are  entirely  defeate<!.  The  bishop 
of  Augsburg  and  abbot  of  Pulda  are  killed  fighting 
in  the  field  of  battle.  The  emperor  escapes  in  dis- 
guise and  embarks  as  a  passenger  in  a  Greek  vessel, 
litis  vessel  sails  near  Capua;  the  emperor  throws 
himself  into  the  sea,  swims  ashore,  and  takes  refuge 
in  Capua. 

983  —  Things  were  now  on  the  brink  of  a  grest 
revolution.  The  Germans  had  well  nigh  lost  all 
Italy;  the  Greeks  and  Mussulmans  were  going  to 
quarrel  about  Rome;  but  Capua  is  stilt  fatal  to  the 
conquerors  of  the  Romans.  .The  Greeks  and  the 
Arabians  cannot  agree.  Their  army  is  inconsider- 
able. They  give  Otho  time  to  reassemble  the  wreck 
of  his  troops  and  to  declare  his  eon  Otho,  who  was 
btit  ten  years  old.  emperor  at  Verona. 

OtM  Otho,  duke  of  Bavaria,  had  been  killed  in  the 
battle.     Bavaria  is  pivcn  to  his  son.     The  emperor 
.Riaiches  by  Rome  with  his  new  army. 
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After  having  sacked  the  infidel  Beneventum,  he 
causes  his  dwncellor  of  Italy  to  be  elected  pope- 
One  would  iniafrine  he  would  have  marched  against 
the  Gree)<s  and  Arabians.  No  such  matter :  be  holds 
a  council.  AH  these  circumstances  plainly  show 
that  his  army  was  weak,  that  the  conquerors  were 
as  weak,  and  die  Rinnans  weaker  than  either. 
Instead  of  going  to  fight,  therefore,  he  confirms  the 
erection  of  Hamburg  and  Bremen  into  an  arch- 
bishop's see ;  he  makes  regulations  for  Saxony,  and 
dies  in  Rome,  September  7,  without  glory,  although 
he  [eaves  his  son  emperor.  The  Greeks  and  Sara- 
cens retreat,  after  having  ruined  Apulia  and  Cat> 
abria.  nude  as  bad  a  Sgure  in  war  as  Otho,  and 
raised  the  whole  country  against  them. 

OTHO  m. 


FOURTBENTH  EMPEROR. 

983  —  How  should  Germany  acknowledge  an 
emperor  and  king  of  the  Romans  who  was  but  ten 
years  old,  acknowledged  only  at  Verona,  and  whose 
father  was  defeated  J>y  the  Saracens?  That  same 
Henry  of  Bavaria  who  had  disputed  the  crown  with 
the  father  escapes  from  the  prison  of  Maestricht,  in 
which  he  was  confined,  and  under  pretence  of  acting 
as  tutor  to  his  cousin,  tlic  young  emperor  OtJio  111., 
secures  his  person  and  conducts  him  to  Magdeburg. 

964  —  Germany  is  divided  into  two  factions. 
Henry  01    Bavuria  is  supported  by   Bohemia   and 
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_ft)UBd,  bui  the  greater  part  of  the  lords  of  the  grtat 

th,  and  the  tHshops,  hoping  to  be  more  their  own 

[■asters  under  a  prince  of  tea  years  of  a^.  obligi: 

[Hmry  to  aet  the  >*ouMg  Otha  at  liberty  ami  acknovrl- 

I«^  him  as  emperor,  in  cotisideration  of  which  he 

[B  at  last  reinstated  in  the  possession  of  Bavaria. 

Olho  in.  is  Uicn  solemnly  proclaimed  at  Wcisv 

sudt. 

He  is  served  at  dinner  by  the  great  oAkers  of  the 

npire;     Henry  of  Bavaria  performs  the  office  of 

iifward,  count  i>ala(ine  of  ^eat  cup-bearer,  the  duke 

of  Saxony  of  great  master  of  the  horse,  the  duke 

of  Franconia  of  great  chamberlain.     The   dukes 

of  Bohemia  and  Poland  are  present  as  great  vassal.'i. 

The  education  of  the  emperor  is  coiumttted  to  ihc 

are  of  the  archbishop  of  Mcntz  and  the  bishop  of 

lldesbeim. 

During  these  troubles  Lotharius.  king  of  France, 
attempts  to  retake  Upper  Lorraine,  and  makes  him- 
self master  of  Verdun. 

g86  — After  the  death  of  Lotharius.  Verdnn  is 
restored  to  Germany. 

987 — Louis  v..  the  last  king  in  France  of  the 
race  of  Charlemagne,  dying  in  the  second  year  of  his 
reign.  Charles,  duke  of  Lorraine,  his  uncle  and  heir 
of  blood,  in  vain  pretends  to  the  crown  of  France. 
Hugh  Cai>ct,  hy  his  power  and  address,  proves  that 
die  right  of  election  .was  then  in  forcc. 

988  —  The  abbot  of  Verdun  obtains  at  Cologne 
permission  to  go  without  a  sword,  and  refuses  to 
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command  in  person  the  soldiers  he  owes  when  the 
emperor  raises  forces. 

Otho  III.  conArms  all  the  privileges  of  the  bishops 
and  abbots.  Their  privilege  and  their  duly  was  then 
to  wear  the  sword,  seeing  the  abbot  of  Verdun  had 
occasion  to  sue  for  a  particular  dispensation. 

9S9  —  The  Danes  choose  this  opportunity  to  enter 
by  the  Elbe  and  the  W-s?r,  They  now  began  to 
perceive  in  Germany  the  necessity  of  negotiating 
with  Sweden  af^ainst  Denmark,  and  the  bisliop  of 
Schleswtg  is  charged  with  this  negotiation. 

Tlie  Swedes  defeat  the  Danes  at  sea.  The  north 
of  Germany  has  a  little  respite. 

990  —  The  rest  of  Germany  becomes  a  prey  to 
feuds  between  private  noblemen,  and  these  feuds, 
which  the  sovereigns  cannot  appease,  show  that  they 
had  more  right  than  power.  The  case  is  still  worse 
in  Italy. 

Pope  John  XV.,  son  of  a  priest,  at  that  time  pos- 
MBsed  the  chair  and  was  favorable  to  the  emperor. 
Crescentius,  the  new  consul,  son  of  the  consul  Cres- 
centius,  whose  father  was  John  X.,  had  a  mind  to 
maintain  the  shadow  of  the  ancient  republic,  and 
expelled  the  pope  from  Rome.  The  empress  Theo- 
phania,  mother  of  Otho  III.,  had  come  with  troops,^ 
under  the  command  of  the  marquis  of  Brandenbui^, 
to  maintain  the  imperial  authority  in  Italy. 

While  the  marquis  of  Brandenburg  is  at  Rome 
the  Slavs  seize  his  marquisate. 

991-996 — The  Slavs,  with  a  crew  of  other  bar- 
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harians.  besiege  Magdeburg.  They  are  repulsed 
with  diCRcully.  they  retire  lo  Fomerania,  and  cede 
some  villages  of  Brandenburg,  which  extend  the 
marqiit&ate. 

Austria  was  then  a  marquisate  also,  and  no  less 
tinhappy  than  Brandenburg,  being  the  frontier  of 
Uic  Hungarians. 

The  emperor's  mother  had  returned  from  Italy 
without  liaving  bcvn  able  lo  3i»pcasc  Ihc  troubles  of 
that  country,  and  died  at  Nimcgucn.  Tlic  cities  of 
l<ombardy  did  i>ot  acknowledge  the  emperor. 

Olho  in.  kvies  troops ;  besieges  Milan,  where  he 
is  crowt»ed;  elects  his  relative.  Pope  Gregory  V.,  as 
he  had  elected  a  bishop  of  Spires,  and  is  consecrated 
in  Rome  by  his  kinsman,  together  with  his  empress, 
Maria,  daughter  of  Don  Garcia,  king  of  Aragon 
and  Castile. 

9Q7  —  It  is  strange  that  the  modern  authors, 
Maimbourg,  and  so  many  others,  should  still  relate 
the  fable  of  tlic  amours  of  this  empress  with  a  count 
of  Modcna,  and  the  punishment  of  the  gallant  and 
Ikis  mistress.  It  is  pretended  that  the  en]|]cror,  being 
more  incensed  against  the  mi.^tress  than  the  gallant, 
ordered  his  wife  to  be  burned  alive,  and  oidy  con- 
demned his  rival  to  lose  his  head ;  and  that  the 
count's  widow,  having  proved  her  husband's  inno- 
cence, had  four  hnc  castles  hy  way  of  indemnity. 
This  fable  had  already  been  invented  upon  one 
Andaberta,  tlie  wife  of  Emperor  Louis  II.    These 
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arc  romances,  the  falsity  of  which  is  proved  hy  ihe 
sage  and  learned  Miiratori. 

The  cniperor.  acknowledged  at  Rome,  returns  to 
Germany :  linds  the  Slavs  masters  of  Qemburg,  and 
deprives  the  archbishop  of  Magdeburg  of  (he  gov- 
ernment of  (hat  cotmtry,  because  he  had  allowed 
hunself  to  be  defeated  by  the  Slavs. 

998  —  While  Olho  III.  is  employed  against  the 
barbarians  of  the  North,  the  consul  Crcscentius  at 
Rome  cx|kIs  (ircgory  V.,  by  whom  he  is  excom- 
municated at  Pavia,  and  Otho  repairs  to  Italy  in 
order  to  pimish  the  consul. 

Crcscentius  sustains  a  siege  in  Rome,  which,  how- 
ever, he  surrenders  in  a  few  days,  and  retires  into 
Adrian's  Mole,  then  called  The  Mole  of  Crcscentius. 
and  now  The  Castle  of  St.  .Angela.  There  he  dies 
fighting,  though  the  manner  of  his  death  is  not 
known ;  hut  he  seems  to  have  deserved  the  name 
of  consul,  which  he  bore.  The  emperor  takes  his 
widow  for  a  mistress,  and  by  his  orders  the  pope 
nominated  by  Crcscentius  has  his  tongue  and  eyes 
pulled  out.  But,  indeed,  Otho  and  hts  mistress  arc 
said  to  have  done  penance,  to  have  gnnc  in  pil- 
grimage to  a  monastery,  and  even  tu  have  lain  upon 
a  nish  mat. 

999  —  He  makes  a  decree  hy  which  the  Germans 
only  shall  have  the  right  to  elect  a  Roman  emperor, 
and  the  jiopes  shall  lie  obliged  to  crown  him. 
Gregory  V.,  his  relative,  did  not  fait  to  sign  this 
decree,  and  the  following  jwpes  to  reject  it. 
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1000  —  Otho  returns  to  Saxony,  and  passes  into 
Poland.  He  bestows  the  title  of  king  upon  the  duke, 
but  not  upon  his  descendants.  We  &haU  sec  that  the 
emperors  created  kings  and  dukes  by  brevet.  Botes- 
laus  receives  the  crawn  from  hJni,  does  homage  to 
the  empire,  and  ohliges  himself  to  pay  a  .'flight 
annial  scrvioe. 

Pope  Sylvester  II.,  some  years  after,  conferred 
the  same  title  upon  him,  pretending  tiat  none  but 
the  pope  had  a  right  tn  bci^tow  it.  It  is  very  strange 
that  one  sovereign  shmild  demand  a  title  from 
another,  hat  cnstom  makes  everything  familiar. 
HLstarians  Kiy  that  Otho.  going  afterwards  to  Aix- 
la-Chapelle.  ordered  the  tomb  of  Charlemagne  to 
be  opened,  and  found  lliat  emperor,  still  undecayeii, 
sitting  tipon  a  throtw  of  gold  with  a  crou-n  of 
precious  stones  upon  hi.«  head  and  a  great  golden 
sceptre  in  liis  hand.  If  CharkmagtK  had  been 
interred  in  tliia  manner,  the  Normans,  who  destroyed 
Aix-la-Oiapelle.  would  not  have  left  him  upon  his 
throne  of  gold. 

loot  —  Tlic  Greeks  then  abandoned  the  country 
of  Naples,  but  the  Saracens  often  repeated  thar 
visits.  Tile  emperor  rejiasses  the  Alps  in  order  to 
]mt  a  stop  to  their  progress  and  thnt  of  the  defenders 
of  Uie  Italian  liberty,  more  dangerous  than  the 
Saracens. 

10O3  —  The  Romans  besiege  his  palace  in  Rome, 
and  all  he  can  do  is  to  Ry  with  the  pope  and  his 
mistress,  the  wiftow  of  Cresceniius.     He  dies  at 
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Patemo,  a  unall  town  of  tlie  Cimpaffna  of  Rome, 
nearly  thirty  years  of  age.  Several  authors  say  he 
was  poisoned  by  liis  mistress  because  he  would  not 
make  her  empress,  others  that  he  was  poisoned  by 
the  Romans,  who  wanted  no  emperor.  This  fact 
may  be  probable,  but  it  is  not  at  all  proved.  His 
death  left  as  undecided  as  ever  that  long  strugf^lc  of 
the  papacy  against  the  empire,  of  the  Romans 
<C^-''(  both,  and  of  the  Italian  liberty  against  the 
German  power.  This  is  what  keeps  Europe  always 
altcniivc;  this  is  the  clue  that  conducts  us  through 
the  labyrinth  of  tlie  history  of  Germany. 

Those  three  Othos,  who  re-established  the  empire, 
have  all  three  besieged  Rome  and  filled  the  streets 
with  blood,  and  Ainold  had  sacke<l  it  before  their 
time. 

1003  —  Otho  lU.  left  no  children.  Twenty 
noblemen  pretend  to  the  empire.  One  of  the  most 
powerful  was  Henry,  duke  of  Bavaria,  and  the  most 
obstinate  of  his  rivaSs  was  Eckard,  marquis  of  Tha- 
ringia.  The  marquis  is  assassinated  to  facilitate  the 
election  of  the  Bavarian,  who,  at  the  head  of  an 
army,  causes  himself  to  be  consecrated  at  Menu, 
July  19. 

HENRY  II. 


PIFTEGNTII  EMPEROR. 

1003  —  Scarcely  is  Henry  of  Bavaria  crowned 
when  he  causes  Herman,  duke  of  Suabia  and  Alsace, 
who  was  his  competitor,  to  be  declared  an  enemy  to 
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ihc  empire.  He  engages  Stra&biirg  in  his  interest. 
](  was  already  3  powerful  city.  He  ravages  Suabia, 
marches  into  Saxony,  exacts  the  oath  of  allegiance 
from  the  duke  of  Saxony,  the  archbishops  ol  Mag- 
deburg and  Hremen,  the  counts  palatine,  and  even 
Boleslaiis,  king  of  i'oland.  He  is  acknowledged  by 
tlie  Slavs  who  inhabit  romcrania. 

He  marries  Ciuwgonda.  daughter  of  the  first 
count  of  Luxemburg;  he  makes  a  progress  through 
the  provinces ;  receives  the  homage  of  the  bishops  of 
Li^c  and  Cambray,  who  take  the  oath  upon  their 
knees.  At  last  he  is  acknowledged  by  the  duke  of 
Saxony,  who,  like  the  rest,  takes  the  oath. 

The  efforts  of  the  Italian  weakness  against  the 
German  goverament  are  incessantly  renewed.  A 
certain  Marquis  de  Ivrea,  called  Ardouin,  attempts 
to  make  himself  king  of  Italy.  He  is  elected  by  the 
noblemen,  and  takes  the  title  of  Csesar.  Then  the 
archbishops  of  Milan  began  to  pretend  that  a  king 
of  Lombardy  cuuld  not  lie  made  without  their  con- 
sentt  as  the  popes  pretended  that  an  emperor  could 
not  be  made  without  theirs.  Amolphus,  archbishop 
of  Milan,  addresses  himself  to  King  Henry,  for  it 
was  always  the  Italians  who  invited  the  Germans. 
whom  they  could  neither  bear  with,  nor  be  without. 

Henry  sends  troops  to  Italy  under  Olho,  duke  of 
Carinthia-  King  .Ardouin  defeats  these  troops  near 
the  Tyrol.  The  emperor  Henry  could  not  leave 
Gcfmany,  where  he  was  detained  by  troubles  of 
another  nature. 
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1004  —  The  new  Christian  king  of  Poland  takes 
advantage  of  the  weakness  of  Boleslaus.  duke  of 
Bohemia;  makes  himself  master  of  his  dominion*, 
and  puts  out  his  eyes,  conforming  himself  to  the 
practice  of  the  Christian  emjierors  of  the  East  and 
We«t.  He  lakes  all  Bohemia,  Meissen  and  Lusatia. 
Henr}'  II.  ounlcnts  himself  with  demanding  that 
he  will  do  him  homage  for  the  dominions  he  has 
invaded.  The  king  of  Poland  laughs  at  the  demand, 
and  engages  in  an  alliance  with  several  princes  o{ 
Gennany  againM  Henry,  wlio,  therefore,  is  resolved 
to  preserve  Germany  before  he  goes  to  oppose  the 
new  Oesar  of  Italy. 

1005  —  He  reconciles  himself  to  the  bishops, 
negotiates  with  the  noblemen,  levies  soldiers,  and 
disconcerts  the  association. 

The  Hungarians  began  to  embrace  Christianity 
through  the  care  of  the  missionaries,  whose  sole  aim 
i£  to  extend  their  religion,  while  that  of  princes  is 
to  extend  their  dominions. 

Stephen,  chief  of  the  Hungarians,  who  had  mar- 
ried the  sister  of  Hcnrj-,  the  emperor,  becomes  a 
Christian  about  this  time,  and,  luckily  for  Gennany. 
makes  war  with  Ills  Christian  Hungarians  against 
the  idolatrous  Hungarians. 

The  Church  of  Rome,  which  had  allowed  itself  to 
be  anticipated  by  the  emperors  in  the  nomination  of 
a  king  of  Poland,  is  beforehand  with  them  in  regard 
to  Hungary.  Pope  John  XIX.  confers  upon 
Stephen  of  Hungary  the  title  of  king  and  apostle. 
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with  ihe  right  oi  having  the  cross  carried  before  hitn 
like  the  archbishops,  and  Hungary  is  dt^nded  into 
ten  bishoprics  much  better  tilled  with  idolaters  than 
with  Christians. 

The  archhishop  of  Milan  presses  Henry  II.  to 
come  to  Italy  against  his  king.  Ardouin.  Accord- 
ingly Henry  sets  out  for  that  country  by  the  way 
of  Bavaria,  the  states  or  parliament  of  which  are 
then  electing  a  duke,  and  Henn,-  of  Luxemburg,  the 
emperor's  brother-Jn-law,  is  unanimously  chosen  — 
an  important  fact,  which  shows  tlie  rights  of  the 
people  were  reckoned  of  some  consideration. 

Hcnr>-,  before  he  passed  the  Alps,  leaves  his  wife, 
Cunei^onda,  in  the  hand^s  of  the  archbishop  of  Mag- 
deburg. It  is  pretended  tliat  he  had  made  a  vow  of 
chastity  with  her  ;  a  vow  of  imbecility  in  an  emperor. 

He  is  no  sooner  iti  tlic  neigliborhood  of  \'crona 
than  the  Cxsar  Ardouin  betakes  biin^If  lu  flight. 
We  always  sec  the  kings  of  Italy  when  the  Germans 
are  not  there  ;  but  as  soon  as  these  set  foot  in  Italy, 
the  kings  are  seen  no  more. 

Henry  is  crowned  at  Pavia.  There  they  conspire 
against  his  life.  He  stifles  the  conspiracy,  and  after 
abvmUnce  of  bloodshed  pardons  the  conspirators. 

He  does  not  go  to  Rome,  but,  according  to  the 
custom  of  his  predecessors,  quits  Italy  with  all  pos- 
sible despatch. 

1006 — It  is  always  the  fate  of  the  German 
princes  to  be  recalled  by  troubles  at  home  when 
they  might  secure  their  dominions  in  Italy. 
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He  goes  to  defend  the  Bohemians  against  the 
Poles.  Being  received  in  Prague,  he  gives  the  inves- 
titure of  the  duchy  of  Bohemia  to  Jaromir.  He 
passes  tlic  Oder,  pursues  the  Poles  into  their  own 
country,  and  makes  peace  wJtli  them. 

He  builds  Bamberg,  and  there  founds  a  bi^opric, 
but  he  gives  the  feudal  lordship  to  the  pope.  He  is 
said  to  liavc  reserved  to  himself  do  more  Chan  the 
right  of  lodging  in  the  castle. 

He  asscml>lcs  a  council  at  Frankfort  upon  the 
Main,  solely  on  account  of  this  ncwr  bUhopric  of 
Bamberg,  which  the  bishop  of  Wiirzburg  opposes  as 
a  dismembering  of  his  bishopric.  The  emperor 
prostrates  liimsclf  before  tlie  bishops.  They  discuss 
the  rights  of  Bamberg  and  Wiirzburg  without  com- 
ing to  any  agreement. 

1007  —  'I'he  Prussians  or  Boriissians  begin  to 
be  talked  of.  They  were  barbarians  who  lived  upon 
horses*  blood,  inhabiting  latterly  the  deserts  between 
Poland  and  the  Baltic.  They  arc  said  to  have  wor- 
shipped serpents.  They  frequently  plundered  the  ter- 
ritories of  Poland.  There  must  have  been  some- 
thing to  be  got  among  them,  seeing  the  Poles  also 
made  incursions  into  their  country. 

1008-09 — Ollio.  duke  of  Lower  Lorraine,  the 
last  known  descendant  of  Charlemagne,  being  dead, 
Henry  II.  gives  that  duchy  to  Godfrey,  count  of  the 
Ardennes.  This  donation  is  productive  of  troubles. 
The  duke  of  Bavaria  takes  advanta^  of  them  to 
disturb  Henry,  but  is  expelled  from  Bavaria. 
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TOIO — Herman,  son  of  Eckard  of  Thiiringia. 
receives  from  Henry  II.  the  marqiiisatc  of  Meissen. 

loii  —  War  is  still  carried  on  with  Poland.  It  is 
only  since  she  became  a  feudatory  to  Germany 
that  Germany  has  wars  with  her. 

Glogau  already  existed  in  Silesia,  and  is  bc&tcge<L 
The  Silesians  were  united  with  the  Poles. 

1012  —  Henry,  fatigued  with  all  these  troubles, 
b  desirous  of  being  made  canon  of  Strasburg.  He 
makes  a  vow  to  that  purpose,  and  in  order  to  ac- 
complish his  vow  founds  a  canonate,  the  possessor 
of  which  is  called  "  King  of  the  Choir."  Having 
laid  aside  the  design  of  being  a  canon,  he  goes  to 
light  the  Poles  and  calms  the  troubles  in  Bohemia. 

At  this  period  is  placed  the  adventure  of  Cune- 
gonda,  who,  being  accused  of  adultery  after  having 
tnade  a  vow  of  chastity,  proves  her  innocence  by 
handling  red-hot  iron.  This  tale  must  be  ranked 
wiUi  the  funeral  pile  of  the  empress  Mary  of 
Aragon. 

1013  —  As  soon  as  the  emperor  quitted  Italy 
Ardouin  repossessed  himself  of  it,  and  the  arch- 
bishop of  Milan  incessantly  entreats  Henry  II.  to 
come  and  reign. 

Henry  repasses  the  Mps  of  Tyrol  a  second  time, 
and  the  Slavs  seize  tliat  very  juncture  to  renounce 
the  little  Christianity  they  knew  and  ravage  the 
whole  territory  of  Hamburg. 

10J4  —  As  soon  as  the  emperor  is  in  the  Veronese 
Ardouin  betakes  himself  to  flight.    The  Romans  are 
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ready  to  receive  Henry.  He  comes  to  Rome  to  be 
crowned  with  CuncgonJa.  Poih:  Benedict  VHI. 
changes  the  form.  He  first  ask!>  him  on  the  steps  of 
St.  Pfeter's:  "  Will  ymi  be  faithful  in  all  things  to 
me  and  my  successors?  "  This  was  a  kind  of  hom- 
age which  the  cunning  of  tlie  pope  extorted  from 
the  simplicity  of  the  emperor. 

The  emperor  goes  to  subdue  Lombardy.  He 
passes  through  Burgundy,  visits  the  abbey  of 
Qiigny,  and  desires  to  Ik  a-ssociatcd  in  the  com- 
munity. He  afterwards  repairs  to  Verdun,  and 
desires  to  become  a  monk  in  tlic  abbey  of  St.  Vail. 
It  is  pretended  that  the  abbot,  being  wiser  than 
Henry,  said  to  him:  "Monks  owe  obedience  to 
their  abbots:   t  order  you  to  continue  emperor." 

1015-18  — •  Tliese  years  produce  nothing  bul 
petty  wars  in  Bohemia  and  on  the  frontiers  of 
Poland.  All  that  part  of  Germany  from  the  Elbe  is 
more  barbarous  and  miserable  than  ever.  Every 
nobtcnian  wlio  could  ann  a  few  peasants  —  serfs  — 
made  war  u|Hjn  his  neighbor,  and  when  tl>c  posses- 
sors of  the  great  fiefs  had  wars  of  their  own  to 
maintain  they  obliged  tlieir  vassals  to  leave  theii 
own  particular  quarrels  to  come  and  serve  than 
This  was  called.  "  The  Law  of  Truce." 

How  could  the  emperors  choose  to  live  in  the 
intlst  of  such  barbarity  instead  of  going  to  reside  in 
Rome?  Because,  in  order  to  be  acknowledged  by  the 
Romans,  it  was  necessary  to  b«  powerful  among  the 
Germans. 
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1019-21 — The  emperor's  authority  in  Lom- 
faardy  was  Mrengthencd  by  his  lieutenants.  But  the 
Saracens  still  continued  their  dcprcdati<M)s  upon 
Sicily.  Apulia,  and  Calabria,  and  this  year  fell  upon 
Tuscany.  But  their  incursions  in  Italy  were  like 
those  of  the  Slavs  and  Hungarians  in  Germany. 
They  were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  make  great 
conquests,  because  they  were  divided  and  weakened 
in  Spain.  'Die  Greeks  still  po»sesMd  a  great  part 
of  Apulia  and  Calabria,  governed  by  a  Catapan. 
One  MUk}.  prince  of  Bari,  ajid  a  prince  of  Salerno 
took  anns  against  this  Catapan. 

Then  appeared,  for  the  tirst  time,  those  advcn< 
lurers  of  Normandy  who  afterwards  founded  the 
kingdom  of  Naples.  They  served  Millo  again»t  the 
Greeks.  Poj*  Benedict  VIII.  and  Millo,  being 
equally  afraid  of  tlie  Greeks  and  Saracens,  go  to 
Bamberg  to  demand  succor  of  the  emperor. 

Heorj-  II.  cfMifirms  the  donations  of  his  predeces- 
sors to  the  see  of  Rome,  reserving  to  himself  the 
sovereign  power.  He  confirms  a  decree  made  at 
Pavia,  by  which  the  clerks  arc  restricted  from  hav- 
ing either  wive*  or  concubines. 

loss — Tlierc  being  a  ncccisity  (or  opposing  the 
Greeks  and  Mahometans  in  Italy,  he  goca  thither  in 
the  spring.  Hi.s  army  is  chicHy  cuinposcd  of  bish- 
ops at  the  head  of  ihcir  own  troop*.  This  holy 
emperor,  who  would  not  sufTcr  an  under -deacon  to 
have  a  wife,  allowed  the  bishops  Id  wallow  in  bimian 

blood ;  inconsistencies  too  frequent  among  men. 
VoL  31-9 
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He  sends  troops  towards  Capua  and  to  Ajniliii.  but 
docs  not  make  himself  master  of  the  country,  and  it , 
was  but  an  indifiFerent  conquest  to  seize  the  abbot  of 
Monte  Cassino,  who  had  declared  agahm  htm,  and 
cause  another  to  be  elected  in  his  room. 

1023  —  He  very  soon  repasses  the  Alps,  acoord- 
inj;  to  the  maxim  of  his  predecessors,  never  to  stay 
long  from  Germany.  He  agrees  with  Robert,  king 
of  t'raiicc,  to  have  an  interview  in  a  boat  upon  tlie 
Mtnisc  between  Sedan  and  Mouison.  The  emperor 
anticipates  the  king  of  France  by  frankly  going  to ' 
the  camp.  This  was  rather  a  visit  of  friends  than 
a  conference  of  kings  —  an  example  which  hsA  been 
seldom  imitated. 

1024  ^The   emperor  afterwards  makes  a   tour 
of  a  great  part  of  Germany  in  profound  peace,  leav--. 
ing  e\'erywhere  marks  of  justice  ajid  generosity. 

He  felt  his  end  approaching,  although  he  was  but ' 
fifty-two  years  of  age,  and  historians  write  that 
before  his  death  he  said  to  tlic  parents  of  his  wife: 
"  You  gave  me  her  a  virgin,  and  I  restore  you  her 
ft  virgin" — a  very  strange  declaration  from  a 
husband,  and  still  more  strange  from  a  crowned  hus- 
band. He  died  July  14.  and  his  body  was  carried 
to  Bamberg,  which  was  his  favorite  town.  The 
canons  of  Bamberg  canonized  him  a  hundred  years 
after  his  death. 
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CONRAD  II..  SURNAMED  THE  SALIC 


SIXTEENTH  l±MI>ERUH. 

1034  —  One  cannot  sufficiently  wonder  at  tbc 
prodigious  number  of  dissertations  upon  the  seven 
pretended  electors  who  were  supixised  to  be  insti- 
tuted at  this  time.  Be  this  as  it  will,  there  never 
had  been  a  greater  assembly  than  that  in  which 
Conrad  II.  was  elected.  They  were  obliged  to  hold 
it  in  tlic  open  fields,  between  Worms  and  Mentz. 
The  dukes  of  Saxony,  Bohemia,  Bavaria,  Carintbia, 
Soabia,  Franconia,  of  Upper  and  Luwcr  Lorraine, 
together  willi  a  prodigious  number  of  counts, 
bidfaops,  and  abbots,  gave  their  votes.  It  must  be 
observed  tliat  the  magistrates  of  the  towns  were 
present,  though  they  did  not  give  their  suffrages. 
They  encamped  six  weeks  in  the  field  of  election, 
before  it  was  determined. 

At  length  the  choice  fell  upoa  Conrad,  sumamed 
the  Salic,  because  he  was  bom  on  the  river  Sal. 
He  was  a  nobleman  of  Franconia.  whom  they  derived 
■from  Otho  ttie  Great  by  the  female  line.  In  all 
probability.  lie  was  chosen  as  the  least  dangerous 
of  all  the  pretenders.  Indeed,  we  find  no  great 
towns  belonging  to  him,  and  he  is  no  more  the  chief 
of  powerful  vassals,  e%-ery  one  of  whom  is  as  power- 
ful as  himself. 

1025-26  —  Germany  was  always  considered  as 
the  centre  of  the  empire,  and  the  name  of  the  cm- 
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lieror  seems  to  have  lieeii  confounded  with  that  of 
the  king  of  Germany.  The  Italians  snatched  all 
opportunities  lo  separate  these  two  titles. 

The  deputies  ot  the  great  fiefs  in  Italy  come  and 
offer  the  empire  to  Robert,  king  of  France.  At  that 
lime  it  was  the  present  of  an  unsubstantial  title,  and 
of  substantial  wars,  therefore  Robert  wisely  refuses 
the  proffer.  They  address  themselves  to  the  duke  of 
Guienne.  a  peer  of  France,  who  accepts  it,  because 
he  had  less  to  I&»e.  But  Pope  John  XX.  and  the 
archbishop  of  Milan  bring  Conrad  the  Salic  into 
Italy.  First  of  all  his  son  Henry  must  lie  elected 
an<l  crowned  king  of  Gennany.  It  was  then  the 
custom  of  France  and  of  ever)-  other  nation. 

He  is  obliged  to  besiege  Pavia.  He  undergoes 
seditions  at  Ravenna.  Every  German  emperor, 
though  invited  to  Italy,  meets  with  a  bad  reception. 

to27  —  Scarce  is  Conrad  crowned  at  Rome,  when 
he  fmd.^  Iitmscif  no  longer  in  safety.  lie  returns  to 
Germany,  where  he  linds  a  faction  against  him. 
These  are  the  causes  of  the  frequent  journeys  of 
Ihe  emperors. 

loa8-30 — Henry,  duke  of  Bavaria,  being  dead, 
Stephen,  king  of  Hungary,  his  relative  by  his 
mother,  demands  Bavaria,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
last  duke's  son  —  a  proof  that  the  rights  of  blood 
were  not  yet  thoroughly  established :  indeed,  noth- 
ing was.  The  emperor  gives  Bavaria  to  the  son.  The 
Hungarians  attempt  to  take  it  by  force  of  arms. 
They  fight,  and  then  peace  is  mtidc;  and.  after  the 
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death  of  this  Stephen,  the  emperor  has  credit  enough 
to  raise  oiie  Peter,  a  kinsman  of  Stephen,  to  the 
tbrone  of  Hungary.  He  has,  moreover,  power 
enou^  to  exact  huma^,  and  extort  a  tribute  from 
the  said  Peter,  whom  the  incensed  llimgahanf  call 
Peter  the  Germaa.  The  popes,  who  still  believed 
they  had  erected  Hungary  into  a  kingdoin,  would 
not  have  wished  to  hear  him  called  Peter  the  Roman. 

Ernest,  duke  of  Suabia.  who  had  taken  arms 
against  the  emperor,  is  put  to  the  lian  of  tlie  empire. 
Ban  at  iirst  signified  banner,  afterwards  e<lict  or 
proclamation,  and  then  banishnumt.  This  is  one  of 
the  first  examples  of  that  proscription.  The  form 
was:  ■'  We  declare  thy  wife  a  widow,  thy  children 
orphans,  and  we  send  thee,  in  the  name  of  the  devil, 
to  the  four  corners  of  tlic  earth." 

1031-10.12  —  At  this  time  the  sovereigns  of  Silesia 
bi^an  to  be  known.  Tbry  arc  itcilhcr  under  the 
yoke  of  Bohemia  nor  of  Poland.  Poland  insensibly 
detaches  itacif  from  the  empire,  which  it  will  no 
IcHiger  acknowledge.  .  1 

1032- 1034 — If  the  empire  loses  one  vassal  in 
Poland,  it  acquires  a  himdred  in  the  kingdom  of 
Bu^undy. 

Rudolph,  (he  last  kin^.  who  had  no  children, 
leaves  at  his  death  his  dominions  to  Conrad  the  Salic, 
'lliis  was  but  a  very  small  extent  of  dominion,  with 
the  territorial  Mtpcriority,  or  at  least  pretensions  to 
the  superiority,  that  is.  right  of  paramount  over  the 
Swiss,    the    Grisons.    ProvcDce.    Francbe-Cotnte. 
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Savoy,  Geneva,  and  Dauphiny.  Hence  Uie  lands  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Rhine  are  »till  called  the  lands 
of  tlie  empire.  All  the  noblemen  of  those  cantons, 
who  fonnerly  held  of  Rudolf^,  now  hold  of  the 
emperor. 

Sonw  bishop.s  were  likewise  erected  into  feudatory 
princes.  Conrad  gave  them  all  the  same  rights. 
The  emperors  still  raise  the  bishops  in  order  to 
oppose  them  to  the  noblemen,  for  ihey  were  always 
at  ease  when  those  two  bodies  were  divided,  and 
very  much  disturbed  when  they  were  united. 

The  sees  of  Lyons,  Bcsan<;on,  Ambnin,  Vicnne, 
Lausanne.  Geneva,  Basel,  Grenoble,  Valence.  Gap, 
and  Die,  were  imperial  tiefs. 

Of  all  the  feudatories  of  Burgundy,  one  only  lays 
the  foundations  of  a  durable  power.  That  is  Hum- 
bcrt  with  the  While  Hands,  from  whom  the  dukes 
of  Savoy  are  descended.  He  had  no  more  than  the 
Morienne,  when  the  emperor  gave  liim  the  Oiablais, 
the  Valais,  and  St.  Maurice.  In  the  same  manner, 
from  Poland  to  the  Scheldt,  and  from  the  Saone  to 
Garillan,  the  emperors  everywhere  created  princes, 
and  look«d  upon  themselves  as  lords  paramount  of 
almost  all  Europe. 

1035-39 —  Italy,  still  involved  in  troubles, 
recalls  Ginrad.  That  same  archbishop  of  Milan,  who 
had  crowned  the  emperor,  was  for  that  vcrj'  reason 
against  him,  liccause  his  rights  and  pretensions  were 
augmented  by  it.  Conrad  causes  him  to  be  appre- 
hended with  three  other  bishops.    He  is  afterwards 


Conrad  11.- Henry  III. 

oUigFd  to  besiege  Milan,  which,  however,  he  could 
not  take.  There  he  loses  part  of  his  anny,  and  as 
a  consequence,  bis  credit  at  Rome. 

He  goes  to  make  taws  at  Bcncventum  and  Capua, 
but,  in  the  meantime,  the  Norman  adventurers  make 
conquests  in  that  country. 

At  length  he  re-enters  Milan  by  means  of  nego- 
tiations, and  returns  to  Germany,  according  to  cns- 
tom. 

He  is  taken  ill,  and  dies  at  Utrecht,  June  4,  1039. 


HENRY  III. 

SEVEKTCENTH   EMl-EROR. 

1039-42 — Henry  III.,  sumamed  "the  Black,'* 
son  of  Conrad,  already  crowned  while  his  father  was 
alive,  is  acknowledged  without  difficulty.  He  is 
crowned  and  consecrated  a  second  time  by  the  arch- 
bishop of  Cologne.  The  first  years  of  his  reign  are 
signali2ed  by  wars  with  Bohemia,  Poland,  and  Hun- 
gary", which,  however,  produce  no  great  event. 

He  bestows  the  archbishopric  of  Lyons,  and 
invests  the  archbishop,  by  the  cross  and  ring,  without 
any  contradiction;  two  circumstances  very  rcmark- 
aUe,  which  prove  that  Lyons  was  an  imperial  town, 
and  that  the  kings  possessed  the  right  of  investing 
bishops. 

1042-46  —  Rome  and  Italy  were  involved  as  tuual 
in  great  confusion. 
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Tbe  house  of  Toscanella  had  always  tl;«  chief 
authority  tn  Rome.  It  had  purchased  the  pontifi- 
cate for  a  child  of  twelve  years  of  age  belonging 
to  that  family.  Two  others  having  purchased  it 
at  the  same  time,  these  three  pontiffs  shared  the 
revenues  equally  among  them,  and  agreed  to  live 
peaceably,  leaving  all  political  affairs  to  the  chief 
of  the  house  of  Toscanella. 

This  sin^lar  triumvirate  continued  as  long  as 
they  had  money  to  consult  their  pleasures,  and  when 
they  had  no  more,  each  sold  his  part  of  the  papacy 
to  the  Deacon  Gratian,  whom  Father  Maimbourg 
calls  a  lioly  priest,  a  man  of  quality,  very  rich. 
But  as  yoimg  Benedict  XI.  had  tieen  elected  a  long 
lime  before  the  other  two,  he  by  a  solemn  agreement, 
was  allowed  to  enjoy  the  tribute  which  England  then 
paid  to  Rome,  under  the  appellation  of  St.  Peter's 
Pence,  and  to  which  the  kings  of  England  had  long 
submitted. 

This  Gratian,  wlto  took  the  name  of  Gregory  VI. 
and  who  is  reckoned  to  have  conducted  hnnwlf 
wisely,  enjoyed  the  jiontificate  in  peace,  when  the 
emiKror  Ilcnrj-  III.  came  to  Rome. 

Never  emperor  exercised  more  authority  in  that 
place.  He  deposed  Gregnry  VI.  as  having  been 
guilty  of  simony,  and  nominated  to  the  papacy  his 
own  chancellor,  Snidger,  bishop  of  Bamberg,  with- 
out any  person's  daring  to  niunnur. 

The  chancellor,  having  Iwcome  pope,  ccmsircratcs 
the  emperor  and  his  wife,  and  promises  all  that  the 
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poiw*  luve  u  any  time  promised  to  the  emperora. 
when  these  lallcr  liappciicd  to  be  Uic  stronger. 

1047— Henry  III.  bestows  the  investiture  of 
Apulia.  Calabria,  and  almost  all  the  Bcncventine, 
except  the  town  of  Benevcntum,  and  its  territory, 
upon  the  Norman  princes.  wIkj  had  conquered  these 
countries  from  the  Greeks  and  Saracens.  The 
popes  did  not.  at  thai  time,  pretend  to  (five  these 
dominions.  The  town  of  Beiieventuni  then  belonged 
to  the  Pandolphi  of  Toscanclla.  tu 

The  emperor  returns  to  Germany,  and  Alls  al)  the 
vacant  sees. 

1048 —  The  duchy  oi  Mooellanic  Lorraine  is  ^ven 
10  Gerard  of  Alsace,  and  that  of  I-owcr  Lorraine  to 
the  house  of  Luxemburg.  The  house  of  Alsace, 
since  that  time,  is  known  only  by  the  titles  of  mar- 
quises and  dukes  of  Lorraine. 

The  pope  being  dead,  we  again  find  the  emperor 
giving  a  pope  to  Rome,  just  as  he  gave  away  any 
other  benefice.  Henry  HI.  sends  a  Bavarian  called 
Popo,  who  is  immediately  acknowUdged  as  pope, 
under  the  name  of  Damasus  IL 

1049 — Damasus  dying,  the  emperor,  in  the 
Assembly  of  Worms,  nominates  Bruno,  bishop  of 
Tout,  to  the  papacy,  and  sends  him  to  take  posses- 
sion. This  is  Pope  Leo  IX,,  the  first  who  kept  his 
own  bishopric  together  with  that  of  Rome.  It  is 
not  surprising  that  the  emperors  should  thus  dis- 
pose of  the  holy  see.  Theodora  and  Marosia  had 
accustomed  the  Romans  to  this  submission,  and  with- 
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out  Nicholas  H.  and  Gregory  VII.  the  potictficatft 
would  have  been  always  dependent  Their  feet 
would  have  been  kissed,  and  Uiey  thenuelves  would 
have  been  slaves. 

1050-52  —  The  Hungarians  kill  their  king.  Peter, 
renounce  the  Christian  religion,  and  the  homage 
they  had  done  to  the  empire.  Henry  lU.  makes 
war  upon  them  unsuccessfully,  and  cannot  put  an 
end  to  it  in  any  other  way  but  by  giving  his  daughter 
in  marriage  to  Andrew,  the  new  king,  who  was  a 
Oiristian,  although  his  subjects  were  not. 

I0S3 — Pope  Ixo  IX.  comes  to  Wonus,  to  com- 
plain to  the  emperor  that  the  Norman  princes  were 
become  too  powerful. 

Henry  HI.  resumes  ilie  feudal  rights  of  Bam- 
berg, and  gives  the  pope  the  town  of  Bcncventum 
in  exchange.  He  could  give  the  p(i])c  no  more  than 
Ihc  town,  as  the  Norman  princes  had  done  homage 
to  the  empire  for  the  rest  of  the  duchy,  but  the 
emperor  furnished  the  pope  with  an  army  to  expel 
these  new  conquerors,  who  had  bccornc  too  near 
neighbors  to  Rome. 

Leo  IX.  marches  against  them  with  this  army, 
one-half  of  which  is  commanded  hy  ecclesiastic's. 

Humfroid,  Richard,  and  Robert  Guiscard,  or 
Guichard,  those  Normans  so  famous  in  history,  cut 
in  pieces  the  pope's  army,  though  three  times  as 
numerous  as  their  own.  They  take  the  pope  pris- 
oner, prostrate  themselves  before  him,  and  lead  him 
captive  to  the  town  of  Beneventum. 


Heory  III. 

1054  —  The  emperor  affecli  absolute  power.  The 
duke  of  Bavaria,  being  at  war  with  the  bishop  of 
Ratisbon,  Henry  HI.  espouses  the  bishop's  cause, 
sunimons  the  duke  of  Bavaria  to  appear  before  his 
privy  council,  strips  him  of  his  dominions,  and  (fives 
Bavaria  to  his  own  son  Henry,  about  three  years  of 
age.    This  is  the  famous  Henry  IV. 

The  duke  of  Bavana  takes  refuge  among  the  Hun- 
garians, whom  he  in  vain  endeavors  to  interest  in 
his  revenge. 

The  emperor  proposes  to  the  noblemen,  who  are 
most  attached  to  his  interest,  to  secure  ihe  empire  to 
his  son,  who  is  an  infant.  He  is  accordingly 
declared  king  of  the  Romans  in  the  castle  of  Tribur, 
near  Mentz.  This  was  not  a  new  title.  It  had  been 
assumed  by  Ludolphus,  the  aon  of  Otho  I. 

1055  —  He  makes  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  Con- 
(arini,  duke  of  Venice.  That  republic  was  already 
rich  and  powerful,  though  it  did  not  coin  money  till 
after  the  year  950,  and  was  not  enfranchised  till  after 
998,  from  the  acknowledgment  of  a  mantle  of  cloth 
of  gold,  the  only  tribute  which  it  had  paid  to  the 
emperors. 

Genoa  was  its  rival  in  power  and  commerce.  She 
was  already  in  possession  of  Corsica,  which  she  had 
taken  from  the  Arabians,  but  her  trade  was  much 
norc  advantageous  than  the  possession  of  Corsica, 
vhich  the  Pisans  disputed  with  her. 

There  were  no  such  towns  in  Germany;  all 
beyond  the  Rhine  was  poor  and  wretched.     The 
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people  of  tiie  North,  and  Iliose  ol  the  fUst,  MiH 
poorer,  continued  to  ravage  these  countries. 

1056 — The  Slavs  make  another  irruption,  and 
desolate  the  duchy  of  Saxony. 

Henry  III.  dies  near  Paderborn,  in  the  artns  o£ 
Pope  Victor  II..  who  before  his  death  consecrates 
hi»  son  Henry  emperor,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  age. 

HENRY  IV. 

If 

KIGIITKF.NTH    liMI>KltnR. 

1056  —  A  woman  governs  the  empire.  She  was 
French,  daughter  of  a  duke  of  Guienne,  peer  of 
France,  called  Agnes,  mother  of  the  yoang  emperor 
Henry  IV.  She,  who  Iiad  by  the  right  of  guardian- 
ship the  patrimonial  estates  of  her  son,  had  that  of 
the  empire, because  she  was  possessed  of  courage  and 
address. 

1057-1065  — The  first  years  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV.  arc  obscure  limes  of  trouble. 

Private  noblemen  make  war  upon  one  another  in 
Germany.  The  duke  of  Bohemia,  still  vassal  of  the 
empire,  is  attacked  by  Poland,  which  wil!  no  longer 
b«  a  tnember  of  it. 

The  Hungarians,  so  long  formidable  to  Germany, 
are  at  length  obliged  to  solicit  succor  of  the  Ger- 
mans against  the  Poles,  become  dangerous,  and  not- 
withstanding that  succor  they  arc  defeated.  King 
Andrew  and  his  quccn  fly  for  refuge  to  Ratisbon. 
*  !Ko  policy  or  great  design  seems  to  have  influenced 
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iheae  wars,  whicfa  are  produced  from  the  slightest 
causes.  Sonietiiiies  they  are  derived  from  the  spirit 
of  chivalry,  by  this  time  introduced  into  Germany. 
A  count  of  Holland,  for  example,  goes  to  war  against 
the  bishoffs  of  Cologne  and  Liege,  on  account  of  a 
quarrel  that  happened  in  a  tournament. 

The  rest  of  Europe  taketi  no  share  in  the  affairs  of 
Germany;  there  is  no  war  with  France,  no  influence 
in  England  and  the  North,  and  verY  little  at  that 
lime  in  Italy,  though  Henry  IV.  was  both  king:  and 
emperor  of  that  country. 

Thc  empress  Agnes  finds  it  difficult  to  maintain 
her  regency. 

At  length,  in  1601.  the  dukes  of  Saxony  and 
Bavaria,  uncles  of  Henry  IV.,  the  archbishop  of 
Cologne,  and  other  princes,  carry  off  the  emperor 
from  his  mother,  who  is  accused  of  sacrificing  every- 
thing to  the  bishop  of  Augsburg,  her  minister  and 
gallant.  She  flics  to  Rome,  and  there  takes  the  veil, 
and  the  noblemen  remain  masters  of  the  empemr, 
and  of  Germany,  during  his  minority.    . 

Nfcanwhilc.  after  abundance  of  troubles  in  Italy, 
still  excited  on  account  of  the  pontificate,  I*upe 
Nicholas  n.,  in  1059,  had  decreed  in  a  council  of  a 
hundred  and  thirteen  bishops,  that  for  the  future 
the  cardinals  only  should  elect  the  pope,  who  should 
afterwards  be  presented  to  the  people,  to  have  the 
election  confirmed.  "  Saving."  added  he, "  the  honor 
and  respect  due  to  our  dear  son  Henry,  now  king, 
who,  if  it  pleases  God,  shall  be  emperor,  according 
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to  the  right  which  wc  have  already  conferred  upon 
him." 

Thus  advantage  was  taken  of  the  mitiority  of 
Henr>-  IV.  to  cstablisit  the  rights  and  pretensions 
which  the  f>ontiffsof  Rome  always  maintained  when 
tlicy  could. 

At  that  time  a  custoin  was  cstablislied,  wliich  the 
dread  of  tite  rapaciousoess  of  a  thousand  petty 
tyrants  of  Italy  had  introduced.  A  man  gave  his 
lands  to  the  Church  under  the  title  of  "  oblata."  and 
continued  feudatory  possession  for  a  slight  acknowl- 
edgment. This  is  the  origin  of  the  superiority  of 
Rome  over  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 

The  same  Pope  Nidiolas  II.,  after  havti^  in  vain 
excommunicated  the  Norman  conquerors,  made  pro- 
tectors and  vassals  of  them,  and  those  wlio  were 
feudatories  of  the  empire,  and  less  afraid  of  the 
popes  than  of  the  emperors,  du  homage  for  tlieir 
lands  to  Pope  Nicholas,  in  the  council  of  Melphi,  in 
the  year  1059.  The  popes  in  the  beginning  of  their 
power  resembled  the  caliphs  in  the  decay  of  their 
dominions;  they  bestowed  the  investiture  on  the 
strongest  competitor. 

Robert  receives  of  the  pope  the  ducal  crown  of 
Apulia  and  Calabria,  and  is  invested  by  the  stand- 
ard. Richard  is  confirmed  prince  of  Capua,  and  the 
pope,  moreover,  gives  them  Sicily,  in  case  they 
expel  the  Saracens  from  that  island. 

In  effect,  Robert  and  his  brothers  make  themselves 
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masters  of  Sicily  in  1061,  and  thereby  do  tbc  greatest 
service  to  Italy. 

It  was  not  till  long  after  this  period  that  the  |>opes 
got  possession  of  Beneventum,  left  by  the  Norman 
princes  to  the  Pandolphi  of  the  house  of  Toscanella. 

1069  —  Henry  IV..  being  now  of  age,  frees  him- 
Mlf  from  the  captivity  in  which  he  was  detained  by 
the  dukes  of  Saxony  and  Bavaria. 

Everything  was  then  in  the  most  horrible  con- 
fusion. This  may  be  judged  by  ihc  rigtjt  of  ran- 
soming travelkrs,  a  riglit  which  all  the  noblemen, 
from  the  Main  and  the  Weser  to  the  country  of  the 
Slavs,  redcooed  among  their  feudal  prerogatives.  ■[ 

The  right  of  pillaging  ihe  emperor  seeined  like- 
wise very  natural  to  the  dukes  of  Bavaria,  Saxony, 
and  the  marquis  of  Thuringia,  who  form  an  associa- 
tion  against  him. 

1070  —  Henry  IV^  assisted  by  the  rest  of  the 
empire,  dissipates  this  association. 

Otho  of  Bavaria  is  put  under  tlic  ban  of  the 
empire.  He  was  tlic  second  sovereign  of  that  duchy 
who  underwent  this  disgrace.  The  emperor  gives 
Bavaria  to  Guelph,  son  of  Azo,  raarquLs  of  Italy. 

1071-72  —  The  onijeror,  though  young  and 
addicted  to  pleasure,  makes  a  tour  through  Ger- 
many, to  establish  some  sort  of  order. 

The  year  107a  is  the  first  era  of  the  famous  quar- 
rd  about  the  investitures. 

Alexander  II.  had  been  elected  pope  without  con- 
sulting the  imperial  court,  in  spite  of  which  he  had 
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maintained  his  station.  HildebrancI,  bom  at  Soaiui«, 
in  Tuscany,  of  parents  unknown,  a  monk  of  Qugny 
under  the  abbot  Odilo,  and  afterwards  cardinal, 
governed  the  pontificitc.  He  is  well  known  by  the 
name  of  Gr^^ory  VfE..  a  man  of  an  enterprising 
genius,  turbulent  and  licry,  but  artful,  even  in  iIk 
rnid&t  of  his  impetuosity,  the  most  insolent  of  men 
and  the  most  zealous  of  priests.  He  had  already  by 
his  councils  established  and  reinforced  the  authority 
of  the  Church. 

He  jiersuades  Pope  Alexander  to  stimmon  the 
emperor  to  his  tribunal.  This  would  seem  to  have 
been  a  ridiculous  piece  of  rashness,  but  if  we  con- 
sider the  situation  of  the  emperor,  it  was  not.  Sax- 
ony. Thuringta.  and  a  great  part  of  Germany  had 
(hen  declared  against  Henry  IV. 

to73  —  Alexander  II.  dying,  Hildebrand  has 
credit  enough  to  l»  elected  by  the  people,  without 
asking  the  votes  of  the  cardinals,  or  waiting  for  the 
emperor's  consent.  He  writes  to  that  prince  that  he 
had  been  elected  against  his  will,  and  was  ready  to 
resign.  Henry  1\'.  sends  his  chancellor  to  confinn 
the  election  of  the  pope,  who,  having  nothing  further 
to  fear,  takes  off  the  mask. 

1074  — '  Henry  continues  to  make  war  upon  the 
Saxons,  atul  the  association  formed  against  liim. 
Henry  IV.  is  conqueror. 

1075  —  The  Russians  began  to  be  Christians,  and 
to  be  known  in  the  West. 

bi>One  Demetrius  —  for  the  Greek  names  had  pen- 
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etrattd  ev«n  to  that  part  of  the  world  —  expelled 
from  his  dominions  by  his  brother,  comes  to  Mentz, 
and  implores  the  assistance  of  the  emperor. and,  wliat 
is  still  more  remarkable,  sends  his  son  to  Rome  to 
prostrate  himself  at  the  feet  of  Gregory  VII.  as  the 
judge  of  the  Christians.  The  emperor  was  counted 
the  temporal,  and  the  pope  the  spiritual  chief  of 
Europe. 

Henrj-  totally  destroys  the  association,  and  restores 
peace  to  the  empire. 

He  seems  to  have  been  afraid  of  new  revolutions, 
for  he  writes  a  very  humble  letter  to  the  pope,  in 
which  he  accuses  himself  of  debauchery  and  simony, 
and  we  must  believe  his  word.  His  confession  gives 
Gregory  the  riglit  of  rebuking  him.  This  is  the  fair- 
est of  all  rights,  but  it  does  not  give  him  that  of 
disposing  of  crowns. 

Gregory  VII.  writes  to  the  bishops  of  Bremen, 
Constance,  the  archbishop  of  Mentz,  and  others,  and 
orders  them  to  come  to  Rome.  "You  have  per- 
mitted clerks,"  says  he,  "  to  keep  concubines,  and 
even  to  take  new  ones  —  we  order  you  to  appear  at 
the  first  council  in  Rome." 

It  was  also  necessary  to  settle  the  affair  of  tithes, 
which  the  bishops  and  abbots  of  Germany  disputed 
with  one  another. 

Gregory  VII.  is  the  first  who  proposes  a  crusade. 

He  writes  on  that  subject  to  Henry  IV.    He  pretends 

that  he  himself  will  go  and  deliver  the  holy  sepulchre 

at  the  head  of  fifty  thousand  men,  and  desires  the 
Vol.  31 — 10 
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emperor  to  come  and  serve  under  him.  Tbc  then 
prevailing  spirit  divests  this  idea  of  the  )x>pe  of  the 
air  of  madness,  and  leaves  nothing  but  that  of  great- 
ness. 

The  design  of  comnunding  the  emperor,  and  all 
lljc  kinKS.  seems  no  less  diimerital,  yet  this  is  what 
he  undertakes,  and  not  without  some  success. 

Salomon,  king  of  Hungary,  driven  from  part  of 
his  dominions,  and  being  master  of  no  more  than 
what  lies  between  Preshurg  .and  Austria,  comes  to 
Worms,  and  renews  the  homage  of  Hungary  to  the 
empire. 

Gregory  VIT.  writer  to  him:  "You  ought  to 
know  that  the  kingdom  of  Hungary  belongs  to  the 
Roman  Church.  Learn  that  you  will  incur  the 
indignation  of  the  holy  see.  if  you  do  not  acknowl- 
edge that  you  hold  your  dominions  of  it,  and  not 
of  the  king  of  (jermany." 

The  pope  exacts  of  the  duke  of  Ik>hemia  a  htm- 
dred  marks  of  silver,  an  annual  tribute,  and  gives 
him,  by  way  of  recompense,  the  right  of  wearing 
the  mitre. 

1076 — Henry  IV.  always  enjoyed  the  right  of 
nominating  bishops  and  abbots,  and  of  giving  the 
investiture  by  the  cross  and  the  ring.  This  right 
he  had  in  common  with  almost  all  princes.  It  nat- 
urally belongs  to  the  people  to  choose  their  own  pon- 
tiffs and  magistrates,  and  it  is  but  ju»t  that  their 
choice  should  concur  with  the  royal  authority,  but 
this  authority  had  usurped  the  whole.    The  emperors 


Henry  IV. 


"47 


filled  vacant  bishoprics,  and  Henry  IV.  sold  ihem. 
Gregor)',  in  opposing  this  abuse,  maintained  the 
natural  liberty  of  mankind,  but  in  opposing  the  con- 
currence of  the  imperial  authority,  he  introduced 
a  stitl  greater  atiusc.  Then  broke  out  the  divisions 
between  thv  Empire  and  the  Church. 

The  predecessors  of  Gregory  VII.  had  sent 
legates  to  the  enipcrors,  for  no  other  purpose  but  to 
entreat  their  succor,  and  desire  them  to  come  and 
be  crowned  in  Rome.  Gregory  sends  two  legates  to 
summon  Henry  to  appear  before  him  as  a  delin- 
quent. 

Tht  legates,  on  their  arrival  at  Goslar,  are  aban- 
doned to  the  insults  of  the  servants.  By  way  of 
answer,  a  diet  is  held  at  Worms,  at  which  almost 
all  the  noblemen,  bishops,  and  abbots  of  Germany 
arc  present. 

There  a  cardinal,  called  Hugh,  demands  justice 
for  all  the  crimes  he  imputes  to  the  popes.  Gregory 
is  deposed  by  a  majority  of  voices,  but  there  ought  to 
have  been  an  army  to  go  and  support  that  judgment 
at  Rome. 

The  pope,  on  his  side,  deposes  the  emperor  by  a 
bull  ■'  I  forbid  him,"  says  he,  "  to  govern  the  Teu- 
tonic kingdom  and  Italy,  and  release  all  his  subjects 
from  their  oath  of  allegiance." 

Gregory,  more  cunning  than  tl)c  emperor,  well 
knew  that  these  excommunications  would  be 
•econded  by  civil  wars.  He  brings  over  the  German 
bishops  to  his  pany.     These  bishops  engage  the 
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noblemen.  They  are  joined  by  the  Saxons,  Henry's 
old  enemies.  The  excommunication  of  Henry  IV. 
serves  them  as  a  pretext. 

The  same  Guelph  to  whom  the  emperor  had 
given  Bavaria,  arms  himself  against  him  by  means 
of  bis  own  bounty,  and  supports  the  malcontents^ 

At  length,  the  majority  of  the  bishops,  and  even 
of  the  princes,  who  had  deposed  Gregory  VII.  sub- 
ject their  emperor  to  the  judgment  of  that  pope. 
They  desire  that  the  pope  will  come  and  judge  the 
emperor  definitely  at  Augsburg. 

1077  —  The  emperor  would  fain  prevent  this  fatal 
judgment  of  Augsburg,  and  in  consequence  of  an 
unheard-of  resohilion.  goes,  attended  by  a  few 
domestics,  to  implore  the  absolution  of  the  pope, 

The  pope  WM  then  in  the  fortress  of  Canossa, 
in  the  Apennines,  with  the  countess  Mathilda,  the 
emperor's  own  cousin. 

The  countess  Mathilda  is  the  true  cause  of  all 
the  wars  between  the  emperors  and  the  popes,  which 
have  so  long  rava^d  Italy.  She  possessed,  in  her 
own  right,  a  great  part  of  Tuscany,  Mantua,  Parma, 
Reggio,  Placcntia,  Ferrara.  Modena,  Verona,  and 
almost  the  whole  of  what  ts  now  called  The  Patri- 
mony of  St.  Peter,  from  Viterbo  to  Orvieto,  part  of 
Umbria,  Spoleto,  and  the  march  of  Ancona.  She 
was  called  the  great  countess,  sometimes  duchess. 
There  was  not  then  any  form  of  title  used  in 
Europe.  People  said  to  kings,  "  Your  excellency," 
'*  your   serenity,"   "  your   grandeur,"   and    "  your 
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grace,"  indifferently.  The  title  of  majesty  was 
rarely  given  to  the  emperors,  and  was  rather  an 
epithet  than  a  name  of  honor  attributed  to  the  impe- 
rial dignity.  There  is  still  extant  the  patent  of  a 
dcmaiioo  of  Matliilda  to  tfie  bishop  of  Modena,  which 
begins  thus :  "  In  presence  of  Mathilda,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  duchess  and  countess."  Her  mother,  who 
was  sister  of  Henry  III.  and  was  very  ill  treated  by 
her  brother,  had  brought  up  this  powerful  princess 
in  an  implacable  hatred  to  the  house  of  Henry.  She 
was  submissive  to  the  pope,  who  was  her  director, 
and.  as  his  enemies  say.  her  gallant.  Her  attach- 
ment 10  Gregon,'  and  her  hatre<t  of  the  Gemian.s 
she  carried  to  such  a  length  as  to  make  a  donation 
of  all  her  territories  to  the  pope. 

It  was  in  the  presence  of  this  countess  Mathilda 
that  the  emperor,  in  the  month  of  January,  1077, 
barefoot  and  in  liaircloth.  prostrated  himself  at  the 
pope's  feet,  swearing  that  he  would  be  submi^^sivc 
to  him  in  all  things,  and  go  and  wait  his  decree  at 
Augsburg. 

All  the  noblemen  of  Lombardy  now  began  to  be 
more  dissatisfied  with  the  pope  than  the  emperor. 
Mathilda's  donation  filled  them  with  alarm;  they 
promise  to  succor  Henrj'  IV.  if  he  will  break  the 
shameful  treaty  he  has  made.  Then  the  world  saw 
what  had  never  been  seen  before,  a  German  emperor 
assisted  by  Italy  and  abandoned  by  his  own  country. 

The  noblemen  and  bishops  assembled  at  Forch- 
beim,  in  Franconia,  animated  by  the  pope's  legates, 
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depose  the  emperor,  and  reunite  their  suffrages  in 
favor  of  Rudolph  of  Rhcinfels,  duke  of  Suabia. 

1078  —  Gregory  then  behaves  like  tlie  supreme 
judge  of  kings:  he  has  deposed  Henry  IV.  but  still 
it  is  in  his  power  to  par(k>n  that  monarch :  he  takes 
it  amiss  that  they  did  not  wait  for  his  precise  order 
to  consecrate  him,  who  wan  newly  elected  at  Mcnta; 
he  declares  from  the  fortress  of  Canossa,  where  he 
was  blocked  up  by  the  noblemen  of  Lombaidy,  that 
he  will  acknowledge  for  emperor  and  king  of  Ger- 
many him  (if  the  competitors  who  shall  obey  him 
the  most  implicitly. 

Henry  IV.  returns  to  Germany,  reanimates  his 
party  and  levies  an  army.  Almost  all  Germany  ts, 
by  mean&  of  the  two  factions,  involved  in  blood  and 
flames. 

1079  —  All  the  bishops  are  in  arms  in  this  war, 
A  bishop  of  Strasburg,  one  of  Henry's  partisans, 
goes  and  plunders  all  thr  convents  which  had  de- 
clared for  the  pope. 

1080  —  While  they  figtii  in  Germany,  Gregory 
VH.  escapes  from  the  Lombards,  excommunicates 
Henry  anew,  and  by  his  bull  of  March  7,  "  We 
give."  says  he,  "  the  Teutonic  kingdom  to  Rudolph. 
and  we  condemn  Henry  to  be  vamjuished." 

He  sends  to  Rudolph  a  crown  of  gold,  with  this 
wretched  verse,  so  well  known:  "Petra  dedit  Peiro, 
Petrus  diadema  RoHolpho." 

Henry  iV.,  on  his  side,  assembles  thirty  bishops, 
with    some    German    and    Lombard    noblemen    at 
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Brixoi,  and  tieposcs  the  pope  for  the  second  time, 
as  incffcctiiatiy  as  at  nrsi, 

Bcrtrand.  count  of  Provence,  withdraws  himself 
from  his  obedience  to  the  emperors,  and  does  hom- 
^e  to  the  pope.  The  town  o£  Aries  continues  faith- 
ful to  Henry. 

GKgory  VII.  fortifies  himself  with  (he  protection 
of  the  Norman  princes,  and  g^veB  them  a  new  inveji- 
titure,  on  condition  that  they  shall  always  defend 
the  popes. 

Gregory  encourages  Rudolph  and  his  party,  and 
promises  that  Henry  shall  <lie  within  the  year;  but, 
in  the  famous  hatllc  of  Merscburp,  Henry  IV., 
assisted  by  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  retorts  the  pope's 
prediction  upon  his  competitor,  Rudolph,  who  is 
mortally  wounded  by  Godfrey's  own  hand. 

1081  —  Henry  revenges  himself  upon  Saxony, 
which  then  becomes  the  most  miserable  of  al!  coun- 
tries. 

Before  his  departure  for  Italy  he  gives  his  daugh- 
ter Agn«  in  marriage  to  Frederick,  baron  of  Stauf- 
fen,  who.  as  well  as  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  had  helped 
him  to  gain  the  decisive  battle  of  Mcrscburg.  The 
duchy  of  Suabia  is  her  dower.  This  is  the  origin  of 
the  illustrious  and  unfortanatc  house  of  Suabia. 

Henry,  being  conqueror,  marches  Into  Italy.  The 
places  belonging  to  the  countess  Mathilda  make 
resistance.  He  carries  along  with  him  a  pope  of 
his  own  making,  called  Guibert,  but  thiR  very  dr- 
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cunutance  hinders  htm  at  6rst  from  b«ing  received 
in  Rome. 

1083  —  The  Saxons  s«t  ap  the  shadow  of  an 
emperor,  one  count  Ilcmiann.  scarce  known  in  the 
world. 

1083  —  Henry  besieges  Rome.  Gregory  pro- 
poses to  him  to  come  once  more  and  demand  abso- 
lution, and  promises  to  crown  him  on  these  terms. 
Henry,  instead  of  answering,  takes  the  city,  and 
the  pope  shuts  himself  up  in  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo. 

Robert  Guiscard  comes  to  his  assistance,  although 
he  had,  some  years  before,  had  his  share  of  the 
excommunications  which  Gregory  so  liberally  be- 
stowed. A  negotiation  is  set  on  foot)  and  the  pope 
promises  to  crown  Henry. 

Gregory  proposes  to  keep  his  promise  by  lowering 
down  the  crown  with  a  roEic  from  the  walls  of  the 
castle  of  St.  Angelo  upon  the  emperor's  head. 

1084 — Henry  is  not  satisfied  with  the  pleasant 
ceremony.  He  exalts  his  antipope  Guibcrt,  and  is 
solemnly  crowned  by  his  hands. 

Meanwhile  Robert  Guiscard,  having  received  a 
reinforcement  of  troops,  com[)els  the  emperor  to 
retire,  releases  the  pope  from  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo, 
becomes  at  once  his  protector  and  master,  and  car- 
rie»  him  to  Salerno,  where  Gregory  continues  till 
his  death  Ihe  prisoner  of  his  deliverers,  but  still 
talking  as  tlie  master  of  kings  and  martyr  o£  Che 
Church. 

1085  —  The  emperor   returns   to  Rome,   where 
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ht  causes  iiiniMlf  and  hi*  pope  to  be  acknowledged, 
and  retreats  with  great  haste  to  Germany,  like  all 
his  predecessors,  who  seem  to  have  come  and  taken 
Rome  merely  by  way  of  ceremony.  He  is  recalled 
by  the  divisions  of  Gennany,  and  there  is  a  necessity 
for  crushing  the  antiemiteror  and  taming  the  Sax- 
ons, but  he  never  could  raise  great  armies ;  conse* 
quenti;  his  success  could  never  be  complete. 

1066 — He  subdues  Thuringia,  but  Bavaria, 
debauched  by  the  ingratitude  of  Gueiph,  and  half 
SuaWa,  which  would  not  acknowledge  his  son-in- 
law,  declared  against  him,  and  a  civil  war  rages 
through  all  Germany. 

1087  — Gregory  VII.  being  dead,  CHdicr,  abbot 
of  Monte  Cassino,  is  pope,  under  the  name  of  Victor 
nL  The  countess  Mathilda,  still  faithful  to  her 
hatred  of  Henry  IV.,  furnishes  this  Victor  with 
troops  to  expel  the  emperor's  garrison  and  this 
pope  Guiberl  from  Rome.  Victor  dies,  and  Rome 
ooolioues  subject  to  the  imperial  authority. 

1088 — The  anlicmperor,  Hermann,  having  now 
neither  money  nor  troops,  comes  and  throws  him- 
self on  his  knees  before  Henry  IV.,  and  dies  at  last 
in  oblivion. 

1089 — Henry  IV.  marries  a  Rtusian  princess, 
widow  of  a  marquis  of  Brandenburg  of  the  house 
of  Staden.    This  was  by  no  means  a  political  match. 

He  gives  the  marqiiisatc  of  Meissen  to  the  count  of 
Lansbcrg,  one  of  the  most  ancient  Saxon  nobleman; 
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from  this  marquis  of  Meissen  the  whole  house  of 
Saxony  is  descended. 

Ha%-in£  pacified  Germany,  he  repairs  ag^n   to 

'Italy.  The  greatest  obstacle  he  finds  there  is  still 
that  a)unte.s.s  Mathilda,  lately  remarried  to  young 
Guctph,  son  of  that  ungrateful  Guel[^  to  whom 
Henry  IV.  had  given  Bavaria. 

The  countess  maintains  the  war  in  her  dominions 
■gainst  the  emperor,  who  returns  to  Germany  with- 
out having  done  anything  to  any  piirpose. 

This  Guelph.  Mathilda's  husband,  is  said  to  have 
been  the  first  origin  of  the  faction  of  the  Guelphs, 
by  which  name  the  party  of  the  popes  in  Italy  was 
afterward.^  cat!c<t.  The  word  Ghibcltinc  was  long 
after  applied  to  the  faction  of  the  emperors,  because 
Henry,  son  of  Conrad  HI.,  was  bom  at  Waibling, 
of  which  tiic  Italianized  form  is  Ghibeilino.  But  this 
derivation  is  disputed. 

-    1090  —  The  new  pope,  Urban  If.,  author  of  the 
Crusades,  pursues  Henry  IV.  with  no  less  rancor 

'  than  did  Gregory  VII. 

''    The  bishops  of  Constance  and  Passau  excite  an 

'  insurrection  of  the  people.  His  new  wife,  Adelaide 
of  Russia,  and  his  son  Conrad,  born  of  Bertha, 
revolt  against  him.  Never  was  emperor,  husband,  or 
father  more  unfortunate  than  Henry  IV.  ■' 

1091  —  Empress  Adelaide  and  her  son-in-law. 
Conrad,  pass  into  Italy.  The  countess  Mathilda 
furnishes   tliem  with  troops  and   money.      Roger, 
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duke  of  Calabria,  gives  bt»  daughter  in  marriage  to 
Conrad. 

Pope  Urban,  having  made  this  powerful  league. 
does  not  fail  to  excommunicate  the  etnperor. 

1092  —  The  emi>eror,  when  he  last  departed  from 
Italy,  had  left  a  garrison  in  Rome ;  he  was  still  mas- 
ter of  the  palace  of  the  Lateran,  which  was  quite 
strong,  and  in  which  hifi  pope,  Gutbert,  had  taken 
refuge. 

The  commandant  of  the  garrison  sells  both  garri- 
..apn  and  palace  to  the  pope.  Gcoffroi,  abbot  of  V'cn- 
'.dSmc,  who  was  then  at  Rome,  lends  Urban  money 
to  make  this  bargain,  and  Urban  reimburses  him 
with  the  title  of  cardinal,  whicli  he  settles  upon  him 
and  his  successors.  Pope  Guibert  betakes  himself 
to  flight. 

1090-95  —  During  these  years  the  minds  of  men 
in  Europe  are  engrossed  by  the  idea  of  Crusades 
wliich  the  famous  Peter  the  Hermit  preached  every- 
where with  an  enthusiasm  that  spread  tike  contagion 
from  town  to  town. 

A  great  council,  or  rather  a  prodigious  assembly 
is  held  at  Placcntia  in  1095-  There  were  above 
forty  thousand  men,  and  the  council  was  held  in  the 
open  field,    There  the  pope  proposes  the  Crusade. 

There  Empress  Adelaide  and  Countess  Mathilda 
solemnly  demanded  justice  of  the  emperor  Henry 
IV. 

Conrad  comes  and  kisses  the  feet  of  Urban  11., 
takes  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  him,  and  leads  hi»  horse 
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by  the  bridle.  Urban  promiseB  to  crown  him  em- 
peror on  condition  that  he  will  renounce  the  rig;ht 
of  investiture.  He  afterwards  kisses  him  on  the 
face  and  dines  with  him  in  Cremona. 

1096 — The  Cnisadc  haying  l)een  preached  in 
France  with  more  success  ihan  at  Placentia,  Walter 
Lack-Means,  Peter  the  Hermit,  and  a  German  monk 
called  Godescald.  take  their  march  through  Ger- 
many at  the  head  of  an  army  of  vagabonds. 

1097  —  As  these  vagalionds  wore  the  cross  and 
had  no  money,  and  the  Jews  who  carried  on  all  the 
trade  of  Germany  had  a  ^eat  deal,  the  Crusaders 
began  their  expeditions  with  them  at  Worms, 
CologTK,  Mentz,  Trier,  and  several  other  cities. 
They  arc  massacred  and  burnt.  Almost  the  whole 
dty  of  Mcntz  is  reduced  to  ashes  by  these  disorders. 

Emperor  Henry  represses  tliese  excesses  as  mucli 
as  he  can,  and  leaves  the  Crusaders  to  take  their 
route  through  Hungary,  where  they  are  almost  all 
murdered. 

Young  Guelph  quarrels  with  his  wife  Mathilda. 
Tiicpe  is  a  separation  between  them,  and  this  quarrel 
contributes  a  little  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
emperor's  atlairs. 

1096 — Hcnrj-  holds  a  diet  at  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
where  he  causes  his  son  Conrad  to  be  declared  an- 
worthy  to  reign. 

1099 — He  causes  his  second  son  Henry  to  be 
elected  and  crowned,  never  dreaming  tliat  lie  would 
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have  greater  caus«  of  complaint  against  the  younger 
than  against  the  elder. 

I  loo  —  The  emperor's  authority  is  absolutely 
dcslroycd  in  Italy,  but  re-estabtislied  in  Germany. 

iioi — The  rebellious  Conrad  dies  suddenly  at 
Florence.  Pope  Paschal  II..  to  whom  the  emperor's 
impotent  lieutenants  in  Italy  had  in  vain  opposed 
antipopes,  excommunicates  Henry  IV-,  after  the 
example  of  his  predecessors. 

1 102  —  Countess  Mathilda,  having  quarrelled 
with  her  husband,  renews  her  donations  to  the 
Roman  church. 

Bruno,  archbishop  of  Trier,  primate  to  the  Gauls 
of  Germany,  having  been  invested  by  the  emperor, 
goes  to  Rome,  where  he  is  obliged  to  ask  pardon 
for  having  received  the  investiture. 

1104 — Henry  IV.  promises  to  go  to  the  Holy 
Land.  This  wa^  the  only  way  at  that  itiue  of  oon- 
cilialtng  the  affections  of  his  subjects. 

1 105  —  But  at  the  same  time  the  archbishop  of 
Mentz  and  the  bishop  of  Constance,  the  poi»c's 
legates,  perceiving  the  emperor's  crusade  was  no 
more  than  a  feint  to  excite  his  son  Henry  against 
him,  release  him  from  the  excommunication  which, 
say  they,  "  he  has  incurred  by  being  faithful  to  his 
{Uber."  The  pope  encourages  him,  and  several 
Saxon  and  bavarian  noblemen  are  gained  over. 

The  partisans  of  young  Henry  assemble  a  council 
and  an  army,  and  in  this  cotmcil  wise  laws  are  made. 
There  they  confirm  what  is  called  "  God's  Truce,"  a 
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inonument  of  th«  hosti1«  barbarity  which  prevailed 
in  those  times.  This  truce  was  art  edict  forbidding 
the  noblemen  and  barons  who  were  at  open  war  to 
slay  one  another  on  Sundays  and  liolidays. 

Young  Henry  protests  in  Ihc  council  that  he  a 
ready  to  submit  to  his  father  if  his  father  will  sub- 
mit to  the  pope.  The  whole  council  cried  Kyrie  elei- 
son,  which  was  the  prayer  used  in  armies  and  coun- 
cils. 

Meanwhile  this  rebellious  son  engages  the  mar- 
quis of  Austria  in  his  party,  together  with  the  duke 
of  Bohemia.  The  dukes  of  Bohemia  sometimes  took 
the  title  of  king,  since  the  pojjc  had  given  them  the 
mitre. 

His  party  grows  stronger  and  stronger.  The 
emperor  in  vain  writes  to  Pope  Paschal,  who  will  not 
listen  to  his  proposals.  A  diet  is  summoned  at  Mentz 
in  order  to  appease  so  many  troubles. 

Young  Henry  feigns  a  reconciliation  with  his 
father,  asks  pardon  of  him  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
and  having  allured  him  into  the  castle  of  Bingcn- 
heim  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ment2,  causes  him  to 
be  apprehended  and  detained  in  prison. 

I  lo6  —  The  Diet  of  Mentz  declares  for  this  per- 
fidious son  against  the  unfortunate  father.  The 
emperor  receives  an  intimation  that  he  must  send 
the  imperial  ornaments  to  young  Henry.  They  are 
taken  from  him  by  force  and  carried  to  Mentz,  where 
the  unnatural  usuqier  is  crowned.  But  he  protests 
with  a  sigh  that  it  is  against  his  own  inclination,  and 
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that  be  will  restore  the  cruvvn  to  his  fatlicr  iu  soon  as 
Hcnrj-  IV.  shall  be  obctlicnt  to  the  jxjpt 

We  find  in  the  constitutions  of  Goldast  a  letter 
from  the  emperor  to  hii  son,  in  which  he  conjures 
him  to  allow  the  bishop  of  Liege  tu  grant  him  an 
asylum  at  least.  "Allow  nic,"  says  he,  "  to  continue 
at  Licgc,  if  not  ss  emperor,  at  least  as  refugee.  Let 
It  not  be  said  to  my  shame,  or  ratlier  to  yours,  that 
1  am  forced  to  be^  lodgings  in  Eastertime.  If  you 
grant  me  what  I  ask  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to 
you:  if  you  refuse  me,  L  will  go  and  rather  live  as 
a  poor  cottager  in  a  foreign  country  than  wander 
thus  from  one  tlisgracc  tu  another  in  an  empire  which 
was  once  my  own." 

What  a  letter  is  this  from  an  emperor  to  his 
son !  The  hypocrisy  an<l  inHexible  cruelty  of  this 
young  prince  restored  some  partisans  to  Henry  IV. 
The  newly  elected  emperor  in  attempting  to  violate 
his  father's  asylum  at  Liege  was  repulsed.  He  went 
to  exact  the  oath  nf  alU-^ancc  in  .Alsace,  and  all  the 
honugc  the  Alsatians  did  was  to  beat  the  troops  by 
which  he  was  accompanied,  so  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  betake  himself  to  flight.  But  this  slight 
check  served  only  to  incense  him  and  aggravate  the 
miseries  of  liis  father. 

The  emperor  was  protected  by  the  bishop  of 
Liege,  the  dukes  of  Limburg  and  Low  Lorraine. 
The  count  of  Hainault  was  against  him.  Pope  Pas- 
chal wrote  to  the  count  of  Hainault.  "  Persecute 
without  ceasing  Henry  chief  uf  ihu'  heretics,  and  his 


i6o 


Annals  of  the  Empire. 


favorites :  you  cannot  offer  more  agreeable  sacri&ces 
to  God" 

Henry  IV.  at  length  being  almost  quite  destitotc 
of  relief,  and  on  the  brink  of  being  forced  in 
Liigc.  writes  to  the  abbot  of  Ctugny.  and  seems 
to  have  mediuted  a  retreat  in  that  convent.  He 
dies  at  Li^ge.  August  7.  overwhelmed  with  grief, 
and  crying  aloud,  "  O  God  of  vengeance  I  thou  wilt 
avenge  this  parricide."  It  was  an  opinion  equally 
ancient  and  vain,  that  God  fulfilled  the  curses  of 
dying  men,  especially  those  of  parents:  an  error 
which  would  be  very  useful  if  it  could  terrify  those 
who  deserve  such  curses. 

The  unnatural  son  of  Henry  IV.  comes  (o  Liege, 
orders  his  father's  body  to  be  dug  up  from  the 
church,  as  the  carcass  of  an  excommunicated  wretch, 
and  to  be  put  in  a  vault  at  Spires. 

HENRY  V. 


NINETBEKTB  EUPEBOR. 

The  lords  of  the  great  fiefs  then  began  to  fortify 
themselves  in  the  right  of  sovereignty.  Tlicy  assumed 
the  name  of  "Coimperanics,"  looking  upon  tliem- 
selves  as  sovereigns  in  their  fiefs  and  vassals  of  the 
empire,  not  of  the  emperor.  Tlicy  indeed  received 
of  him  the  vacant  liefs,  but  the  same  authority  that 
bestowed  them  could  not  take  them  away.  Thus  in 
Poland  the  king  confers  the  palatinates,  but  the 
republic  alone  has  the  right  of  destitution.    In  effect 
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one  mzy  receive  through  lavor,  but  he  ougiit  not  to 
be  dispossessed  but  by  justice.  Several  vassals  of 
tbe  empire  had  already  entitled  themselves  dukes 
and  counts,  "  by  the  grace  of  God." 

This  independence  which  the  noblemen  confirmed 
to  themselves,  and  which  the  emperors  endeavored 
to  reduce,  contributed  at  least  as  much  as  the  popes 
lo  the  troubles  of  the  empire  and  the  rebellion  ot 
children  against  their  own  fathers. 

The  power  of  the  grandees  derived  growth  from 
the  impotence  of  the  throne.  Tliis  feudal  govern- 
ment was  nearly  the  same  in  France  and  Aragon. 
There  was  no  longer  any  kingdom  in  Italy.  All  the 
noblemen  there  fortified  themselves  separately. 
Europe  was  wholly  roughened  with  castles  and  cov- 
ered with  banditti.  Barbarity  and  ignorance  pre- 
vailed, 'llic  inhabitants  of  the  country  were  slaves, 
the  burghers  of  the  town  were  despised  and  racked 
with  impositions,  and,  some  trading  towns  in  Italy 
excepted,  Europe  from  one  end  to  the  other  was 
nothing  but  a  theatre  of  misery. 

The  first  thing  done  by  Henry  V.  after  his  corona- 
tion is  to  maintain  the  same  right  of  investiture 
against  which  he  had  taken  arms  to  dethrone  his 
father. 

Pope  Paschal  having  come  to  France  goes  as  far 
as  Chalons  in  Champagne,  to  confer  with  the  Ger- 
man princes  and  bishops  who  come  thither  in  the 
emperor's  name. 

That  numerous  embassy  at  first  refuses  to  make 
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tix  first  visit  to  the  pope.  At  length,  however,  they 
go  to  Ills  lodgings.  Bruno,  archbishop  oi  Trier,  sup- 
ports the  right  of  the  eraperor.  It  would  have  lieen 
nmch  inure  natural  for  an  archbishop  to  exclaim 
against  those  investiture.s  and  homages  of  which  the 
bishops  made  such  loud  complaints,  but  private 
interest  always  overbalances  that  of  the  public 

1107*10  —  These  four  years  arc  almost  wholly 
employed  in  wars  against  Hungary  and  part  of 
Poland  —  wars  without  cause  and  without  any  great 
success  on  cither  side,  which  ended  in  the  weariness 
of  all  parties  and  left  things  exactly  as  they  were. 

lUl  — The  emperor  at  the  end  of  this  war  mar- 
ries the  daughter  of  Henry  I,,  king  of  England,  sec- 
ond son  and  successor  of  William  the  Conqueror.  It 
is  pretended  that  his  wife  had  for  dower  a  sum 
amounting  to  about  nine  hundred  thousand  pounds 
sterling.  This  was  equal  to  above  five  millions  of 
German  crowns,  as  tlicy  arc  now  valued,  or  to  twenty 
millions  of  francs.  All  the  historians  fail  in  point 
of  exactness  in  recording  such  facts,  and  the  his- 
tory of  those  times  is  too  often  a  heap  of  exa^cra- 
tions. 

At  length  the  emperor  turns  his  thoughts  upon 
Italy  and  the  imiwrial  crown,  and  Pope  Paschal  II., 
in  order  to  disturb  him,  renews  the  quarrel  of  the 
investitures. 

Henry  V.  sends  ambassadors  to  Rome,  followed 
by  an  army.  In  the  nicanlhnc  he  promises  by  a 
writing,  still  preserved  in  the  Vatican,  to  renounce 
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the  investitures  and  tu  leav<  tbe  popes  in  possession 
of  all  tliey  had  received  from  the  emperors,  ami  what 
is  strange  enough,  after  these  submissions  he  prom- 
ises not  to  kill  or  mutilate  the  sovereign  ponlifT. 

Paschal  11.  by  the  same  aa  promises  to  order  the 
bishops  to  abandon  to  the  emperor  all  their  fiefs  hold- 
ing of  the  empire.  By  this  agreement  the  bishops 
lost  a  great  deal,  but  tht  pope  and  emperor  were 
considerable  gainers. 

All  the  bishops  of  Italy  and  Germany,  being  at 
Rome,  protesting  against  this  agreement.  Henry  V., 
in  order  to  appease  them,  proposes  that  they  shall 
farm  the  lands  of  which  they  were  formerly  in  pos- 
session. But  the  bishops  will  by  no  means  consent 
to  be  farmers. 

Henry  V.  wearied  with  alt  these  contests  declares 
he  will  be  crowned  and  consecrated  without  any 
condition  at  all.  This  whole  dispute  passed  in  the 
church  of  St.  Peter  during  mass,  which  being  ended, 
the  emperor  ordered  his  guards  to  take  tlic  pope  into 
ctutody. 

There  is  an  insurrection  in  Rome  in  favor  of  the 
pope.  The  emperor  is  obliged  to  make  hts  escape, 
but  returns  tnuncdiately  with  troops,  fights  a  bloody 
battle  in  Rome,  kills  many  Romans,  and  especially 
priests,  and  carries  off  the  pope  and  some  cardinals 
as  priBoners. 

Paschal  was  more  complaisant  in  prison  than  at 
the  altar.  He  does  ex-erjthing  that  the  emperor 
desires.    At  the  end  of  two  months  Henry  V,  recon- 
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ducts  the  holy  father  to  Rome  at  the  head  of  his 
troops.  The  pope  crowns  him  emperor,  Aprt]  13, 
and  at  the  same  time  gives  him  the  bull  by  which  he 
is  confinned  in  the  right  oi  the  investitures.  It  is 
remarkable  that  in  this  bull  he  gives  him  no  other 
title  but  that  of  "dilection."  But  it  is  still  more  so, 
that  the  emperor  and  pope  should  communicate  of 
the  same  host,  and  that  the  pope  should  say,  when  he 
gave  the  half  of  the  host  to  the  emperor,  "As  this 
part  of  the  sacrament  is  divided  from  the  other,  so 
may  the  first  of  us  two,  who  shall  break  the  peace, 
be  separated  from  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Henry  V.  finishes  the  farce  by  asking  the  pope's 
permission  to  bury  his  father  in  consecrated  ground, 
assuring  him  he  died  penitent.  Then  he  returns  to 
Germany  to  perform  the  obsequies  of  Henry  IV. 
without  having  established  his  power  in  Italy. 

II 12  —  Paschal  II.  is  not  displeased  to  find  his 
cardinals  and  legates  in  all  kingdoms  disavowing 
his  condescension  for  Henry  V. 

He  assembles  a  council  in  tlic  basilic  of  St.  John 
of  Lateran,  where,  in  presence  of  three  hundred 
prelates,  he  asks  pardon  for  his  weakness,  offers  to 
resign  the  pontificate,  cancels  nnd  annuls  atl  he  had 
done,  and  debases  himself  in  order  to  exalt  the 
Clnirch. 

XI13  —  Perhaps  Paschal  II.  and  his  council  would 
not  have  taken  this  step  if  they  hail  not  depended 
upon  one  of  those  revolutions  which  have  always 
followed  the  consecration  of  the  emperors.    In  eflfect. 
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there  were  troubles  in  (icTmany  about  the  imperial 
treasury  —  another  source  of  civil  wars. 

TIt4 — Lotharius,  duke  of  Saxony,  afterwards 
emperor,  is  at  the  head  of  the  faetion  against  Henry 
V.  That  emperor  having  occasion,  like  his  father,  to 
Bght  the  Saxons,  is  like  him  defended  by  the  houM 
of  Subia.  Frederick  von  Stauffen,  duke  of  Saabia. 
and  father  of  the  emperor  Barbarossa.  prevents 
Henry  V.  from  sinking"  in  these  troubles. 

1 1 15  —  The  most  dangerous  enemies  of  Henry  V. 
are  three  priests;  the  pope  in  Italy,  the  archbishop 
of  Meiitz,  who  sometimes  defeats  his  troops,  and 
Erland.  bishop  of  Wtirzburg.  who,  being  sent  by  him 
to  the  confederates,  betrays  his  master  and  espouses 
their  cause. 

liiG  —  Henry  V.  being  conqueror,  pats  Erlang, 
bishop  of  Wiirzburg,  to  the  ban  of  the  empire.  The 
bishops  of  Wuriburg  pretended  they  were  direct 
lords  of  all  Franconia.  although  they  were  dukes  of 
that  country,  and  the  duchy  itself  belonged  to  the 
imperial  house. 

The  duchy  of  Franconia  is  given  to  Conrad, 
nephew  of  Henry  V.  At  present  there  arc  no  dukes. 
either  of  this  great  province  or  of  Suabia. 

Bishop  Erlang  defends  himself  for  a  long  lime  in 
Wurzburg,  disputes  the  ramparts,  sword  in  hand, 
and  makes  his  escape  wlien  the  town  is  taken. 

The  famous  countess  Mathilda  dies  after  having 
renewed  the  donation  of  all  her  estate  to  the  Roman 
church. 
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U17  —  Emperor  Henry  V.,  dUinherited  by  hU 
cousin,  and  excomnmnicated  by  the  pope,  goes  to 
Italy  to  take  possession  of  Malliilda's  lands,  and  be 
revenged  upon  his  holiness.  He  enters  Rome,  and 
the  pope  flics  for  shelter  among  the  Norman  princes, 
the  new  vassals  and  protectors  of  the  Church. 

The  first  coronation  of  the  emperor  appearing 
equivocal,  a  second  is  performed,  which  is  still  more 
so.  An  archbishop  of  Braf^a,  in  Portugal,  a  Limou- 
sin by  birthr  called  Bourdin,  takes  it  in  his  head  to 
consecrate  the  emperor. 

1 1 18  —  After  the  ceremony  Henry  goes  to  secure 
Tuscany.  Paschal  11.  returns  to  Rome  with  a  small 
army  belonging  to  the  Norman  princes.  He  dies  and 
the  army  goes  home  again  after  having  taken  care  to 
sec  itself  well  paid. 

The  cardinals  of  themselves  elect  Caictan,  Gela- 
suB  II.  Cincio.  consul  of  Rome,  marquis  of  Frangi- 
pani,  devoted  to  the  emperor,  enters  the  conclave, 
sword  in  hand,  seizes  the  pope  by  the  throat,  knocks 
him  down,  and  takes  him  prisoner.  This  brutal 
ferocity  throws  Rome  into  combustion.  Henry  V. 
goes  thither.  Gelasus  retires  to  France,  and  the 
emperor  gives  the  pontificate  to  his  Litnousin,  Bour- 
din. 

ilig  —  Gelasus  having  died,  at  the  council  of 
Vienne  in  Dauphiny,  the  cardinals  who  were  present, 
conjointly  with  the  Roman  bishops,  and  even  the 
iaity.  elect  Guy  of  Burgundy,  archbishop  of  Vienne, 
ion  of  a  duke  of  Burgundy,  and  of  the  blood  royal 
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of  France.  This  U  not  tlie  first  prince  elected  pope. 
He  takes  the  name  of  CaJixtus  II. 

Louis  the  Gross,  king  of  France,  takes  upon  him- 
self the  office  of  mediator  in  [hat  grand  affair  of  the 
investitures  between  the  empire  and  the  Church.  A 
council  is  assembled  at  Rhdiris.  The  archbishop  of 
Mentz  arrives  at  that  city  with  five  hundred  men  at 
arms  on  horseback,  and  the  count  de  Troyc  goes  to 
receive  htm  with  a  like  number  at  the  distance  of 
half  a  league  from  town. 

The  emperor  and  the  pope  repair  to  Mouzon. 
They  are  on  the  very  hrink  of  agreement  when  a  dis- 
pute upon  words  sets  Ihem  more  than  ever  at  vari- 
ance. The  emperor  quits  Mouxon,  and  it  excom- 
municated by  the  council, 

1120-21  — As  there  were  in  this  council  several 
German  bishops  who  had  excommunicated  the 
emperor,  the  other  bishops  of  Germany  will  no 
longer  allow  the  emperor  to  bestow  the  investitures. 

1122 — .At  length,  in  a  diet  at  Worms,  the  peace 
of  the  empire  and  of  the  Church  is  established.  It 
is  found  that  this  long  quarrel  was  founded  on  a 
misunderstanding,  llie  question  was  not  to  know  if 
the  emperors  conferred  the  bishopric,  but  if  they 
could  invest  with  the  imperial  fiefs  those  bishops  who 
were  canonically  elected  at  their  recommendation. 
It  was  decided  that  the  investitures  for  the  future 
should  be  conferred,  not  by  the  crook,  but  by  xht 
iceptre  and  ring,  But  what  was  much  more  impor- 
tant, the  emperor,  in  express  terms,  renounces  the 
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right  of  nominatiog  to  benefices  those  whom  he  wu 
bound  to  invest.  Ego  Henrtcus,  Dei  gratia,  Roman' 
orum  imperatoT.  concede  in  otnnibus  eccUsiis  fieri 
electionem  &  liberam  consfcralionem.  This  was  an 
irreparable  breach  in  tlie  imperial  authority. 

1123  —  Domestic  troubles  in  Bohemia.  Hungary, 
Aisace.  and  Holland.  At  this  miserable  period  there 
was  nothing  hut  discord  in  the  Church,  civil  wars 
among  the  great,  and  slavery  among  the  common 
people. 

«134 — This  is  the  Arst  time  that  the  affairs  of 
England  were  intermingled  with  those  of  the  empire. 
Henry  I.,  king  of  England,  and  brotlicr  of  the  duke 
of  Normandy,  is  already  involved  in  wars  with 
France  on  account  of  tliat  duchy. 

The  emperor  levies  troops  and  advances  towards 
the  Rhine.  We  likewise  see  iliat  even  llien  all  the 
German  noblemen  did  not  second  the  emperor  in 
such  quarrels.  Several  noblemen  refuse  to  assist 
him  against  a  power,  which,  by  iL<(  situation,  ought  to 
be  naturally  the  protector  of  the  German  lords  of  the 
great  fiefs  against  the  sovereign  paramount,  just  as 
the  kings  of  England  afterwards  joined  the  greater 
vassals  of  France. 

i[25  —  The  miseries  of  Europe  were  crowned 
with  a  pestilential  disease,  which  attacks  Henry  V., 
who  dies  at  Uirccht.  May  22,  with  the  reputation 
of  an  unnatural  son.  a  hypocrite  in  religion,  a  turbu- 
lent neighbor,  and  a  bad  master. 
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LOTIIARIUS  11. 


TWENTIETH   EMPEKOR. 

1135-27  —  This  is  a  very  singular  era.  France 
for  the  first  time  since  the  decay  of  Charlemagne's 
family,  intermeddles  in  llie  election  of  an  emperor 
in  Germany.  The  iaiiious  monk  Suger,  abbot  of  St. 
Denis,  and  minister  of  state  to  Louis  the  Gross,  goes 
to  the  Diet  of  Meniz  with  the  retinue  of  a  sovereign, 
to  oppose  at  least  the  election  of  Frederick,  duke  of 
Stiabta.  He  succeeds,  either  by  intrigue  or  good  for- 
tune. The  diet,  being  divided,  chooses  ten  electors. 
These  ten  princes  arc  not  named.  They  elect  Lotha- 
rias,  duke  of  Saxony,  and  tlie  lords  then  present 
elevate  him  upon  their  shoulders. 

Gsnrad,  duke  of  Franconia,  of  the  house  of 
Stauf^en-Suabia,  and  Frederick,  duke  of  Suabia, 
protest  against  this  election.  The  abbot  Suger  was 
the  first  of  the  ministers  of  France  who  excited  civil 
wars  in  Germany.  Conrad  causes  himself  to  be  pro- 
claimed king,  at  Spires,  but  instead  of  supporting 
his  faction  he  goes  to  make  himself  king  of  Lom- 
bardy  at  Milan.  His  towns  in  Germany  are  taken 
from  him,  but  he  acquires  others  in  Lombardy. 

1 1 28-29  —  Seven  or  eight  wars  rage  at  one  time  in 
Denmark,  Ilolstein,  Germany,  and  Flanders. 

1130  —  At  Rome  the  people  still  pretended  to 
elect  popes  in  spite  of  the  cardinals,  who  had 
reserved  that  right  to  themselves,  and  persisted  in 
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refusing  to  ftcknow]cdg;e  the  person  elected  as  the 
sovereign,  though  they  consented  to  own  liim  as  their 
bishop.  Rotiie  was  totally  divided  into  two  factions. 
One  elects  Innocent  II..  the  other  chooses  the  son  or 
grandson  of  a  Jew  called  Leo,  who  takes  the  name 
of  Anaclctus.  The  Jew's  son,  being  rich,  drives  his 
competitor  from  Rome.  Innocent  II.  takes  refuge 
in  France,  which  has  now  become  the  asylum  of 
oppressed  popes.  This  pope  goes  to  Liege ;  engages 
Lotharius  II.  in  his  interest ;  crowns  him  emperor, 
together  with  his  wife;  and  excommunicates  his 
competitors. 

"31-33  —  Conrad  of  Franconta,  the  anticmperor, 
and  Anaclctus,  the  antipopc.  have  a  great  faction  in 
Italy.  Emperor  Lotharius  and  Pope  Innocent  go  to 
Rome.  The  two  popes  submit  to  the  decision  of 
Lotharius.  who  decides  in  favor  of  Innocent.  The 
antipopc  retires  to  the  castle  of  St.  Angela,  which 
is  still  in  his  possession.  Lotharius  catiscs  himself' 
to  be  consecrated  by  Innocent  11.,  according  to  the 
then  established  customs.  One  of  these  was,  thai 
the  emperor  should  first  take  an  oath  to  preserve  the ' 
pope's  life  and  limbs.  But  he  made  the  same  prom- 
ise to  the  emperor. 

The  pope  cedes  the  profits  of  the  lands  of 
Giuntess  Mathilda  to  Lotharius  and  his  son-in-law, 
the  duke  of  Bavaria,  for  their  lives  only,  in  con- 
sideration of  an  annual  service  to  the  holy  see. 

This  was  sowing  wars  for  their  successors. 

To  facilitate  the  donation  of  these  profits,  Lotha- 
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rius  [I.  kissed  the  pope's  feet,  and  led  hi&  mule  sotna 
paces.  LotKariug  is  supposed  to  be  the  first  emperor 
who  performed  ihat  double  ceremony. 

1134-35  —  The  two  rivals  of  Lotharius.  Conrad  of 
Franconia,  and  Frederick  of  Suabia,  being  aban- 
doned by  their  parties,  reconcile  themselves  to  the 
emperor,  whom  they  acknowledge. 

A  celebrated  diet  is  held  at  Magdeburg.  The 
Greek  eniperor  and  the  Venetians  send  thitlier  ambai- 
sadors  to  demand  justice  against  Roger,  king  of 
Sidly,  and  there  the  ambassadors  of  the  duke  of 
Poland  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  empire,  in  all 
probability  to  preserve  Pomerania,  of  which  they  had 
made  themselves  masters. 

1 136  —  Order  and  ix)]icc  arc  rc-establishtd  in  Ger- 
many. Inheritance  and  customs  of  fiefs  and  under- 
ficfs  arc  settled.  Magistracy,  burgomasters,  nuyors, 
and  provosts  arc  subjected  to  the  feudal  lords.  Priv- 
ileges of  churches,  bishoprics,  and  abbeys  are  con- 
fiimed. 

1137  —  The  emperor  journeys  to  Italy.  Roger, 
duke  of  Apulia,  and  new  king  of  Sicily,  espoused  the 
party  of  the  aniipope  Anacktus,  and  threatened 
Rome.    War  is  made  upon  Roger. 

The  city  of  Pisa  was  then  quite  important  in 
Europe,  being  even  above  V^cnice  and  Genoa.  These 
three  trading  towns  furnished  almost  the  whole  West 
with  all  die  delicacies  of  Asia.  They  had  erected 
themselves  quietly  by  liberty  and  commerce,  while 
the  desolation  of  the  feudal  government  filled  almost 


»?« 


Annals  of  the  Empire. 


every  other  placse  with  misery  and  servitude.  The 
Pisans  of  themselves  equipped  a  fleet  of  forty  galleys 
to  assist  tlie  emperor,  ajid  without  these  he  could 
not  h&ve  stood  his  ground.  It  is  reported  that  the 
first  copy  of  the  "Digesia"  was  then  found  in  Apulia, 
and  presented  to  the  ctty  of  Pi&a  by  llie  emperor. 

Lotharius  II.  dies  Dear  Trent,  in  passing  the  Alps 
of  the  Tyrol. 

CONRAD  III. 


TWENTV-FIBST   EMPGRQR. 

1138  —  Henr>',  duke  of  Havaria,  siimamed  tho 
Proud,  who  possessed  Saxony,  Meissen,  Thuringia, 
Verona.  Spoleto.  and  almost  the  whole  estate  of 
Mathilda,  seized  the  imperial  ontamcntii,  and  imag- 
ined his  great  power  would  raise  him  to  the  impe- 
rial throne,  but  this  wa.s  the  very  circumstance  thai 
prevented  his  success- 
All  the  noblemen  unite  in  favor  of  Conrad,  who 
had  disputed  the  empire  with  Lotharius  U.  Henry 
of  Bavaria,  who  seemed  so  powerful,  is  the  third  of 
that  name  who  is  put  under  the  ban  of  the  empire. 
He  must  have  been  still  more  imprudent  than  proud, 
seeing  he  could  scarcely  defend  himself,  notwith- 
standing his  great  power. 

As  the  name  of  that  prince's  family  was  Guelph, 
those  who  espoused  liis  party  were  called  "Guelphs," 
and  this  name  was  afterwards  iistially  given  to  the 
enemies  of  the  emperors. 
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1139 — Saxony,  which  belonged  to  the  Guelphs, 
is  given  to  Albert  of  Anhali,  surnamed  the  Bear, 
marquis  of  Brandenburg,  and  Bavaria  is  given  to  the 
marquis  of  Austria.  But  Albert  the  Bear,  finding 
himself  unable  to  take  possession  of  Saxony,  this 
affair  ia  accommodated.  Saxony  remains  with  the 
house  of  the  Guelphs,  and  Bavaria  continues  with 
the  house  of  Austria,  but  that  whole  disposition 
has  since  been  changed. 

1 140  —  Henry  the  Proud  dies,  leaving  Henr)"  the 
Lion  in  the  cradle.  His  brother,  Guclph,  supports 
the  war,  towards  the  maintenance  of  which  Roger, 
king  of  Sicily,  gives  him  a  thousand  marks  of  silver. 
We  see  thai  the  Norman  princes  have  no  sooner 
become  powerful  in  Italy  than  they  endeavor  by  all 
possible  means  to  block  up  the  emperor's  road  to 
Rome.  Frederick  Barbarossa,  Conrad's  nephew,  so 
iamons  in  the  sequel,  already  signalizes  himself  in 
this  war. 

114046  —  No  period  ever  appeared  more  favor- 
able for  the  emperors  to  come  and  establish  at  Rome 
that  power  which  was  always  the  object  of  their 
ambition,  and  always  contested. 

Arnold  of  Brescia,  a  disciple  of  Abelard.  a  man 
of  an  enthusiastic  disposition,  preached  through  all 
Italy  against  the  temporal  power  of  the  popes  and 
the  clergy,  and  persuaded  all  those  whose  interest 
it  was  to  be  persuaded,  especially  the  Romans. 

In  1 144,  under  the  short  pontificate  of  Lucius  IL, 
the  Romans  make  another  attempt  to  re-establish 
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the  ancient  republic.  They  augment  the  senate,  elect 
as  patrician  a  son  of  the  sntipope  Peter  of  Lyons, 
calle<l  Jordani,  and  confer  upon  htm  the  tribunitial 
power.  Pope  Lucius  marches  against  them  and  is 
killed  at  the  foot  oC  the  capitol. 

Meanwhile.  Conrad  III.  neglects  going  to  Italy, 
cither  being  detained  by  a  war  which  the  Hungarians 
carried  on  against  the  marquis  of  Austria,  or  because 
the  epidemic  passion  for  the  Crusades  had  already 
taken  possession  of  his  mind. 

1146  —  St.  Bernard,  abbot  of  Clairvaux,  having 
preached  the  Crusade  in  France,  goes  and  preaches 
it  again  in  Germany,  but  in  what  language  did  he 
preach  it  then  ?  He  did  not  understand  the  Teutonic, 
and  he  could  not  speak  Latin  to  the  people.  He 
worked  abundance  of  miracles.  Perhaps  he  did: 
but  he  did  not  add  the  gift  of  prophecy  to  these 
miracles,  for  he  promised  in  the  name  of  God  that  the 
enterprise  would  be  crowned  with  the  greatest  suc- 
cess. 

The  emperor,  together  with  a  number  of  noble- 
men, takes  the  cross  at  Spires. 

1 147  —  Conrad  UL  makes  preparations  for  the 
Crusade,  in  the  Diet  of  Frankfort.  Before  his  de- 
parture he  causes  his  son,  Henry,  to  be  crowned  king 
of  the  Romans.  The  imperial  council  of  Rottweil  is 
established  to  try  causes  in  the  last  appeal.  This 
council  was  comixiscd  of  twelve  barons.  The  prece- 
dency was  given  as  a  fief  to  the  house  of  Sclmltz, 
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that  is,  on  condition  ol  fealty,  homage,  and  acknowl- 
edgment   This  kind  of  fiefs  b^ins  to  be  intrxMluced. 

The  emperor  embarks  upon  the  Danube,  with 
the  celebrated  bishop  of  Frisingen,  who  has  written 
the  history  of  this  period,  together  with  those  of 
Ratisbon,  Passau,  Basel,  Metz,  and  Totil.  Frederick 
Barbarossa,  the  niarquis  of  Austria;  Henry,  duke 
of  Bavaria,  and  the  marquis  of  Montserrat  are  the 
chief  of  those  princes  by  whom  he  wa&  accom- 
panied. .., 

The  Germans  were  the  last  who  came  to  these 
c?(peditioiu  which  were  at  first  so  splendid,  and  soon 
after  so  unfortunate.  The  little  kingdom  of  Jerusa- 
lem was  already  erected.  The  stales  of  Antioch, 
Edessa,  and  Tripoli  in  Syria,  were  formed.  The 
counts  of  Joppa,  and  the  marquises  of  Galilee  and 
Sidon  were  created,  but  the  greatest  part  of  these 
coaquests  was  lost. 

1148  —  Intemperance  destroys  part  of  the  Ger- 
man army.  Hence  arose  the  report  that  the  Greek 
emperor  had  poisoned  the  fountains,  in  order  to 
destroy  the  Crusaders. 

Conrad  and  Louis  the  Young,  king  of  France, 
join  their  weakened  armies  near  Laodicea.  After 
some  battles  against  the  Mussultnans,  he  goes  in 
pil^mage  to  Jerusalem,  instead  of  making  himself 
master  of  Damascus,  which  he  afterwards  besieges 
in  vain.  He  returns  almost  without  an  army,  in  ves- 
sels belonging  to  his  brother-in-law.  Manuel  Com- 
nenas,  and  goes  ashore  in  the  gulf  of  Veitice.  not 
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daring  fo  go  to  Italy,  much  less  to  presem  htcnsclf  at 
Rome  for  his  coronatioa. 

I14&-49  —  The  lots  of  those  prod^ious  anoies  of 
Cnmdef'*  in  the  oountry  where  Alexander  had  whh 
forty  thou&and  men  subdued  an  empire  much  more 
powerful  Ihao  that  of  the  Arabians  and  Turks 
proves  to  demonstration  that  in  these  enterprises  of 
the  Christians  there  was  some  radical  vice  by  which 
they  were  necessarily  ruined;  this  was  the  feudal 
government,  llie  independence  of  the  chiefs,  attended 
of  course  by  diftunioni  disorder,  and  indiscretion. 

The  only  reasonable  crusade  of  those  times  was 
that,  of  some  Flemish  and  English  noblemen,  but 
chiefly  consistin^r  of  a  number  of  Germans,  from 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  the  Main,  and  the  Weser, 
who  embarked  for  the  relief  of  Spain,  slill  usurped 
by  the  Moors.  This  was  a  real  danger,  which 
called  aloud  for  assistance;  and  it  was  certainly 
more  reasonable  to  assist  Spain  against  usurpers 
Ihan  to  go  to  Jerusalem,  to  which  they  had  no  pre- 
tension, and  where  there  was  nothing  to  be  got. 
The  Crusaders  took  Lisbon,  and  gave  it  to  King 
Alphonso. 

There  was  another  crusade  raised  against  the 
pagans  of  the  Morth  ;  for  the  spirit  of  the  Christians 
of  those  times  was  to  go  and  fight  those  who  were 
not  of  their  religion.  The  bishops  of  Magdeburg, 
Halbersladl,  Miinster,  Merscbtirg,  and  Brandenburg, 
together  with  5e\'eral  abbots,  cxdtcd  this  cnisade. 
They  marched  with  an  army  of  sixty  thousand  men 
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to  convert  the  Slavs,  who  inhabited  Pomcrania, 
Prussia,  and  the  coasts  of  the  Baltic.  This  crusade 
was  set  on  foot  wjtlioui  consulting  the  eniperor,  and 
even  turns  against  him. 

Henry  the  Lion,  duke  of  Saxony,  whom  Conrad 
had  divested  of  Bavaria,  was  at  the  head  of  the 
crusade  against  the  pag:ans.  whom,  however,  he  soon 
left  in  tranquillity,  to  1:0  and  attack  the  Christians, 

4  retake  Bavaria. 

1 1 50  —  All  the  fruit  then  that  the  emperor  reaped 
from  his  travels  to  I'alcstine  was  a  civil  war,  which 
at  his  return  he  found  in  Gennany  under  the  name 
of  "  the  holy  war."  He  finds  it  verj'  difficult,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Bavarians  and  the  rest  of  Ger- 
nuny,  to  restrain  Henr^-  the  Lion  and  the  Guelpbs. 

1151 — Conrad  HI.  dies  at  Bamberg,  Febriwry 

'5,  without  having  been  able  to  receive  tlie  crown  in 

Italy,  or  leave  the  kingdom  of  Germany  to  his  aon. 


lEDERICK  I..  SURNAMED  BARBAROSSA. 


TWENTY-SECONO  EMPEROR. 


F        1152  — Frederick  I.  is  elected  at  Frankfort  by  the 

Unanimous  consent  of  all  the  princes.    His  secretary 

Amandus,  in  his  annals,  extracts  of  which  are  still 

preserved,  reports  that  on  this  occasion  several  noble- 

nien  of  Lombardy  gave  their  votes  in  these  terms : 

^^  O  you  officiates  (ofHciati),  if  you  consent,  Frcd- 

^Hvidc  shall  have  the  force  of  his  empire." 

F        Those  oUtcialfi  were  then  six  in  number.    The 

^^      Vol.  31— la 
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archbishops  of  Mcntz.  Trier,  and  Cologne  were  the 
three  chancellors.  There  was  the  great  master  of 
the  horse,  the  great  steward,  the  great  chamberlain, 
and  since  that  time  they  have  added  the  great  cup- 
bearer. It  plainly  appears  that  those  oMciati  were 
the  first  who  acknowledged  the  elected  emperor, 
who  signified  the  election  to  the  people,  and  took 
charge  of  the  ceremonial. 

The  Italian  noblemen  were  present  at  tliis  election 
of  Frederick.  Nothing  is  more  natural.  At  Frank- 
fort tliey  thought  the  Roman  Empire  was  given 
when  they  gave  the  crown  of  Germany,  although  the 
kin;  was  not  called  emperor  till  after  he  was 
crowned  at  Rome.  Barbarossa's  predecessor  had 
possessed  no  authority  either  in  Rome  or  in  Italy, 
and  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  person  elected 
that  the  great  vassals  of  the  Roman  Empire  should 
add  their  suffrage  to  the  votes  of  the  Germans. 

The  archbishop  of  Cologne  crowns  him  at  Aix- 
la-Chapellc,  and  all  the  bishops  give  him  to  under- 
stand that  he  docs  not  possess  the  empire  by  right 
of  inheritance.  This  advertisement  was  superfluous. 
The  son  of  the  last  emperor,  whom  they  abandoned, 
was  a  sufndcnt  proof  that  the  empire  was  not  hered- 
itary. 

His  reign  begins  with  an  action  of  great  imposi- 
tion. Two  competitors,  Sweyn  and  Canute,  had  long 
disputed  the  kingdom  of  Denmark.  Frederick  makes 
himself  umpire  and  compels  Canute  to  relinquish  his 
right.    Sweyn  does  homage  to  the  empire  for  Den- 
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mark  in  the  city  of  Mcrseburg.  He  takes  the  oath 
of  alUgiancc,  and  is  iovcstcd  by  the  sword.  Thus, 
in  the  midst  of  so  many  troubles,  we  see  the  kings 
of  Poland,  Hungary,  and  Denmark  at  the  feet  of 
the  imperial  throne. 

1153  —  The  marquisate  of  Austria  is  erected  into 
a  duchy,  in  favor  of  Henry  jasamcrgot,  who  was 
scarcely  known,  and  whose  posterity  was  extinct 
in  about  one  century  after  this  period. 

Henry  the  Lion,  that  duke  of  Saxony  of  the 
house  of  Guclph,  obtains  the  investiture  of  Bavaria, 
which  he  had  almost  wholly  reconquered,  and 
becomes  as  zealous  a  partisan  of  Frederick  Barbar- 
ossa  as  he  had  been  an  inveterate  enemy  of  Con- 
rad HI. 

Pope  Eiigenius  III.  sends  two  legates  to  prosecute 
the  archbishop  of  Mentz,  who  is  accused  of  having 
dissipated  the  revenue  of  his  church,  and  the  emperor 
permits  the  process. 

1154  —  In  return  for  this  condescension,  Fred- 
erick Barbarossa  repudiates  his  wife,  Mary  of  Voc- 
burg,  or  Vohenburg.  without  incurring  the  displeas- 
ure of  Pope  Adrian  IV.,  who  then  filled  the  chair 
at  Rome. 

1155  —  Frederick  resumes  the  designs  of  his  pre- 
decessor upon  Italy,  He  reduces  several  towns  of 
Lombardy.  which  wanted  to  become  republics,  but 
Milan  resists  alt  his  power. 

He,  in  the  name  of  his  ward,  Henry,  son  of  Con- 
rad IH.,  seiaes  the  lands  of  Countess  Mathilda,  is 
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crowned  at  Pavia.  and  sends  deputies  to  desire 
Adrian  IV.  to  crown  him  in  Rome' 

Tliis  pope  is  a  great  example  of  what  may  be  done 
by  personal  merit  and  good  fortune.  Born  an  Eng- 
lishman, son  of  a  mendicant,  a  long  time  a  men- 
dicant himself,  strolling  from  country  lo  coun- 
try before  he  could  be  received  as  a  servant 
among  the  monks  in  Dauphiny.  at  length  raised 
to  the  pinnacle  of  greatness,  he  had  so  much 
the  more  elevation  of  spirit,  as  he  had  raised  him- 
self from  the  most:  abject  condition.  He  was 
inclined  to  crown  a  vassal,  but  afraid  of  giving  him- 
self a  master.  The  preceding  troubles  had  intro- 
duced a  custom  that  when  the  emperor  came  lo  be 
consecrated,  the  pope  and  people  fortified  them- 
selves, and  the  emperor  began  by  swearing  that  his 
holiness  should  be  neither  killed,  mutilated,  nor 
dc5jx)iled. 

The  holy  sec  was  protected,  as  we  have  seen,  by 
the  king  of  Sicily  and  Naples,  who  had  become  a 
dangerous  neighbor,  though  a  vassal. 

Tlic  emperor  and  pope  arc  aware  of  each  other. 
Adrian,  shut  up  in  the  fortrc.<'S  of  Citta  di  Castello, 
agrees  to  the  coronation,  as  one  capitulates  with  his 
enemy.  A  knight,  armed  at  all  points,  comes  and 
swears  to  him  on  the  evangelists,  that  his  life  and 
limbs  shall  be  safe,  and  the  emperor  delivers  into 
his  hands  that  famous  Arnold  of  Brescia,  who  had 
excited  the  Roman  people  against  the  pontificate, 
and   well    nigh   established   the    Roman    republic 
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Arnold  [5  burned  at  Rome  as  a  heretic,  and  a  repub- 
lican sacrificed  by  two  sovtreigns,  who  pretended  to 
despotic  power. 

The  pope  visits  llie  emperor,  who,  according  to 
the  new  ceremonial,  was  to  kiss  his  feet,  hold  his 
siimip,  and  lead  his  white  mule  {ur  the  space  of  nine 
Roman  paces.  The  emperor  made  no  scruple  to  kisa 
(he  feet,  but  he  refused  to  take  hold  of  the  bridle. 
Then  (he  cardinals  Red  to  the  Ci(td  di  Castello,  as 
if  Frederick  Barbarossa  had  given  tlie  signal  for  a 
civil  war.  He  was  given  to  understand  that  Lolhar- 
ius  II.  had  accepted  of  this  ceremonial  of  Chnittan 
humility,  to  which  at  length  he  submiu,  and  mi»- 
taking  the  stirrup,  says  he  had  not  yet  learned  the 
business  of  a  groom. 

The  deputies  of  the  Roman  people,  being  more 
emboldened  since  so  many  towns  in  Italy  had 
sounded  the  trumpet  of  liberty,  come  and  say  to 
Frederick :  "  We  have  made  you  our  citizen  ami 
prince,  stranger  as  you  arc,"  etc,  Frederick  com- 
mands them  to  be  silent,  and  replies :  "Charlemagne 
and  Otho  conquered  you.  I  am  your  master, "  etc 

Frederick  is  consecrated  emperor  in  St.  Peter's, 
June  18. 

The  nature  of  the  empire  was  so  little  known,  and 
all  the  pretensions  were  so  contradictory,  that,  on 
one  hand,  the  Roman  people  took  to  arms,  and  a 
great  deal  of  bicxxl  had  been  shed  because  the  pope 
had  crowned  (he  emperor  without  the  order  of  the 
senate  and  people ;    and,  on  the  other  hand.  Pope 
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Adrian  wrote  in  all  his  letters  that  he  had  conferred 
upon  Frederick  the  benefice  of  the  Roman  Empire  — 
bencficium  imperii  iiomani.  The  word  "  ben*iiC' 
i«m  "  then  signified  a  fief. 

He  moreover  exposes  in  public  a  picture  repre- 
senting Lotharius  II.  on  his  knees  before  Alex- 
ander I!,  holding  his  hands  clasped  between  those 
of  the  x>ontiff,  the  distinguishing  mark  of  vassalage. 
The  inscription  of  the  picture  was  thus: 

Rtx  venil  ante  fores,  jurans  prius  nrbis  honores: 

Post,  homo  fit  paptr;  Jtimii,  quo  danle,  coronam. 

"  The  king  comes  to  the  door,  previously  swear- 
ing he  will  maintain  the  honors  of  the  city ;  then  he 
becomes  the  vassal  of  the  pope,  from  whose  bounty- 
he  receives  the  crown." 

IJ56 — Wc  sec  Frederick  already  very  powerful 
in  Germany.  For,  at  his  return,  he  caused  the  count 
palatine  of  the  Rhine  to  be  condemned  in  a  diet, 
for  misdemeanors.  According  to  the  new  law  of 
Suabia,  the  penalty  was  that  the  delinquent  should 
carry  a  dog  upon  his  shoulders  a  German  mile.  The 
archbishop  of  Mentz  is  condemned  to  the  same  ridic- 
ulous punishment,  but  they  are  spared  the  mortifi- 
cation. The  emperor  causes  several  small  castle* 
belonging  to  banditti  to  Iw  demolished.  He  marries 
at  Wurzburg  the  daughter  of  a  count  of  Burgundy, 
that  is,  of  Franchc-Comtc ,  and  by  this  match 
becomes  direct  lord  of  that  country  holding  of  the 
empire. 

1 157  —  The  Poles  refuse  to  pay  their  tribute. 
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which  was  then  fixed  it  five  hundred  marks  of 
silver.  Frederi<k  marches  towards  Poland.  Th« 
duke  of  Poland  gives  liis  brother  as  hostage,  sub- 
mits to  the  tribute,  and  pays  the  arrears. 

Frederick  repairs  to  Bcsan<;on,  now  become  his 
own  demesne,  and  there  receives  the  pope's  legates, 
together  with  ambassadors  from  almost  all  the 
princes.  He  complains  to  the  legates,  with  great 
haughtiness,  of  the  term  ■'benefice,"  used  by  the 
court  of  Rome  in  mentioning  the  empire,  and  of 
the  picture,  in  which  Lotharius  II.  was  represented 
as  a  vassal  of  the  holy  sec.  This  haughtiness  was 
justified  by  his  glory  and  his  power,  as  well  as  by 
his  right  One  of  the  legates  having  said:  "  H  the 
emperor  docs  not  hold  the  empire  of  the  pope,  of 
whom  then  does  he  hold  it?"  the  count  palatine, 
bjr  way  of  answer,  would  have  put  them  to  death; 
however,  the  emperor  sends  them  back  to  Rome. 

The  rights  of  regality  arc  confirmed  to  the  arch- 
bishop of  Lyons,  acknowledged  by  the  emperor,  as 
primate  of  the  Gauls.  The  arcKbishop's  jurisdic- 
tion is,  by  this  memorable  act,  extended  over  all 
the  licfs  of  Savoy.  The  original  patent  is  still  extant. 
The  seal  is  in  a  little  bull  or  box  of  gold.  U  is  from 
this  manner  of  sealing  (hat  the  name  of  bull  has 
been  given  to  the  constitutions. 

]  1 58  —  The  emperor  grants  the  title  of  king  to 
I^dislaus,  duke  of  Bohemia,  for  his  life.  The 
emperor  then  conferred  titles  for  life,  even  that  of 
tnonarch,  and  a  person  was  king  by  the  emperor's 
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£ivDr,  AHbougfa  hb  domifuoos  wcr«  not  a.  kinfi^lont. 
So  that  in  tbesc  b^iiamngi  we  Kinietiintt  find  kis^ 
sod  aooKtuncs  didccs  of  Hosgary,  PoUnd,  and 
Babanu. 

He  marcbes  into  Italy,  and.  at  first,  ifac  count 
psbtuK.  and  tbe  emperor's  chancellor,  who  must 
KM  be  confonoded  wrtfa  the  chancellor  of  the  empire, 
go  and  receive  tbe  calhs  of  several  towns,  which 
c«ths  were  conceived  in  tbesc  tcnns:  "  I  swear  I 
will  always  be  faithful  to  tny  lord,  the  emperor 
Frederick,  against  all  his  encnues,"  etc.  A5  be  was 
then  tt  varianoe  with  tbe  pope,  on  account  of  tlie 
adventure  of  the  legates  ai  Bcsan^on,  these  oaths 
seem  to  have  hern  exacted  against  the  holy  see. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  popes  were  then  sov- 
erdgiu  of  the  lands  given  by  Pepin,  Charlemagne, 
and  Otbo  I.  Tbe  cmfMrar'a  oxmiiissaries  exerdae 
all  ibe  rights  of  toweidgnQr  in  tbe  oiarcfa  of  Ancofia. 

Adrian  IV'.  sends  tiew  legates  to  the  emperor  at 
Augsburg,  where  he  assembles  his  annv-  Frederick 
marches  to  Milan.  This  was  already  the  most  pow- 
erful town  of  Lorobardy,  in  comparison  with  which 
Pavia  and  Ravenna  were  bat  inoonsideiBble.  It  had 
made  itself  frre  since  the  tiznc  of  the  emperor 
Henry  V.  and  was  enriched  by  the  fruitfulness  of 
lis  tcrrttor)-,  but,  above  all  things,  in  consequence 
of  the  liberty  it  enjoyed. 

At  the  emperor's  appraa^  it  sent  to  offer  him 
iiMoey  for  the  preservation  of  its  libeny.  But 
Frederick    wanted   both    money   and    submisskm. 
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The  town  is  Ixsieged.  and  defends  itself.  The  con- 
suls, in  a  little  time,  capitulate.  It  is  deprived  of 
the  privilege  of  coming,  and  all  Lhc  rights  of  regal- 
ity. The  inhabitants  are  condenmed  to  build  a 
palace  for  the  emperor,  and  pay  nine  thousand  marks 
of  silver.  All  the  dttzens  take  the  oath  of  allegi' 
ince.  Milan,  without  a  duke  or  a  count,  was  gov- 
erned as  a  conquered  town. 

Frederick  begins  to  build  the  new  Lodi,  on  the 
river  Adda.  He  enacts  new  laws  in  Italy,  and  begins 
by  decreeing  thai  every  town  convicted  of  trans- 
gressing these  laws  shall  pay  one  hundred  marks  of 
gold,  a  marquis  shall  pay  fifty,  a  count  forty,  and  a 
lord  of  the  manor  twenty.  He  likewise  ordains  that 
no  fief  shall  be  divided,  and  as  the  vassals,  in  doing 
homage  to  tlic  lords  of  the  great  iiefs.  swore  lo  serve 
them,  without  distinction,  against  every  person 
whatsoever,  he  decrees  tliat  in  these  oaths  the 
emperor  shall  always  be  excepted — a  law  wisely 
contrived,  and  contrary  to  the  feudal  customs  of 
France,  by  which  a  vassal  was  obliged  to  serve  his 
lord  in  war,  even  against  the  king. 

The  Genoese  and  Pisans  had  long  ago  wrested 
Corsica  and  Sardinia  from  the  Saracens,  and  still 
disputed  the  possession  with  each  other  —  a  proof 
that  they  were  very  powerful.  But  Frederick,  more 
powerful  than  they,  sends  commissaries  to  these  two 
cities,  and  because  he  is  thwarted  by  the  Genoese, 
makes  them  pay  a  fine  of  a  thousand  marks  of  silver, 


The  xniuKsc  aJce  this  Kjffonmtitr  to  kcotct  a 
mbmU  dtvc  oi  ISaeztj.  Frederick  orders  tbem  %a  be 
praduned  rscIs  isxl  ****"***?  lo  tne  oopire,  sadi 
by  as  ordtDUKe.  tbetr  effects  arc  gimiip  to  plonder 
■id  their  iicraons  to  sbTcr?,  an  ordtnaiKc  which 
rcMntfiles  an  order  of  Attfla  ratber  thin  ibe  coo- 
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Adrian  IV.  snatches  this  oppottunit>*  of  trouble 
to  again  demand  all  the  Befs  of  Countess  Mathilda, 
the  duchy  of  Spoleto,  together  with  Sardinia 
and  Corsica.  The  emperor  will  give  hira  noth- 
ing. He  besieges  Crema,  which  had  taken  part  with 
Milan:  it  is  taken  and  plundered.  Milan  has  some 
respite,  and  for  some  time  enjovs  the  happiness  of 
owing  its  liherty  to  its  own  courage. 

1160 — After  the  death  of  Adrian  IV.  the  cardi- 
nals are  divided.  One  half  elects  Cardinal  Rolando, 
who  takes  the  name  of  Alexander  III.,  s  declared 
enemy  to  the  emperor;  the  other  chooses  Octavian, 
his  partisan,  who  calls  himself  Victor.  Frederick 
Barbarossa.  by  virtue  of  his  rights  as  emperor,  smtl- 
mons  a  council  at  Pavia,  to  decide  between  the  two 
competitors.  Alexander  refuses  to  acknowledge  that 
council.  Victor  appears,  and  the  council  decides  in 
his  favor.  The  emperor  kisses  his  feet,  and  leads 
his  horse,  as  he  had  before  behaved  to  .Adrian. 

Alexander  III.  retires  to  Agnana.  excommunicates 
the  emperor  and  absolves  his  subjects  of  their  oath 
of  alle^ancc.  It  plainly  appears  that  the  pope 
depended  upon  the  assistance  of  the  kings  of  Naples 
and  Sicily. 

1161 — The  Milanese  take  advantage  of  these 
divisions.  They  have  the  courage  to  attack  the 
miperial  army  at  Carcntia.  a  few  miles  from  Lodi, 
and  obtain  a  great  victory.  If  the  other  towns  of 
Italy  had  seconded  Milan,  this  was  the  moment  to 
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dc!iv«r  that  fine  country  forever  from  a  foreign 
yoke. 

1 162  —  The  emperor  rejairs  liis  army  and  liis 
affairs.  The  Milanese,  being  blcx^ke<l  ii]>,  arc  in  vvant 
of  provisions,  anil  capitulate.  The  consuls  and 
ciglit  knights  come  to  Lodi,  and  lay  their  swords 
at  the  emperor's  feet.  He  revokes  the  decree  by 
which  the  citizens  were  oondenuicd  to  servitude  and 
their  town  to  plunder,  but  as  soon  as  be  enters  it. 
on  Marcli  27,  he  orders  tlie  gates,  ramparts,  and  all 
the  public  edifices  to  be  demolished,  and  the  ruins 
to  be  sowed  with  salt.  Neither  Huns.  Goths,  nor 
Lombards  had  treated  Italy  in  this  manner. 

The  Genoese,  who  pretended  to  be  free,  come  and 
take  tlic  oath  uf  allegiance,  and,  while  they  protest 
that  tlicy  will  not  pay  annua)  tribute.givv  him  twelve 
hundred  marks  of  silver.  They  promise  to  equip  a 
licet  to  assist  the  emperor  in  conquering  Sicily  and 
Apulia,  and  Frederick  gives  them  as  a  fief  what  is 
called  The  Rivitrra  of  (jenoa,  from  Monaco  to  Porto 
Venerc. 

He  marches  to  Bolo^a,  which  was  confederate 
with  Milan,  and,  though  he  protects  the  colleges, 
orders  the  walls  to  be  dismantled.  Everything  -tub- 
mits  to  his  power. 

Meanwhile  the  empire  makes  conquests  in  the 
Norlb.  The  duke  of  Saxony  conquers  Mecklen- 
burg, the  country  of  the  Vandals,  and  transplants 
thither  German  colonies. 

To  make  the  triumph  of  Frederick    Rarbarossa 
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ooni]>lete.  his  enemy.  Pope  Alexander  III.,  flies  irom 
Italy  and  retires  to  France.  Frederick  goes  to 
Bcsan^n,  in  order  to  intimidate  the  king  of  France 
and  detach  him  from  Alexander's  party. 

It  is  in  the  zenith  of  his  power  that  he  summons 
the  kin^s  of  Denmark,  liohemia.  and  Hungary  to 
come  at  his  order  and  give  their  votes  in  a  diet 
a^tnst  a  pope.  Waldemar  1..  king-  of  Denmark, 
obeys,  and  repairs  to  Ucsan^on,  where  he  h  said  lo 
have  taken  the  oath  of  fidcUty  only  for  the  rest  of 
Vandalia,  which  was  atundoncd  to  hts  contjuests. 
Others  allege  he  renewed  ihe  homage  for  Denmark. 
If  that  was  the  case,  he  was  the  last  king  of  Den- 
mark who  did  homage  for  his  kingdom  to  the  empire. 
By  this  circumstance  the  year  1162  becomes  a  very 
important  era. 

1163  —  The  emperor  goes  to  Mcntz,  where  the 
people,  excited  by  the  monks,  had  murdered  the 
archbishop.  He  orders  the  walls  of  the  town  to  be 
raied,  and  they  were  not  rebuilt  for  a  long  time. 

1164  —  Erfurt,  the  capital  of  Thuringia.  a  town 
which  ihc  archbishop  of  Mcntz  pretended  to  be  lord 
of  since  Otlio  I.,  is  surrounded  with  walls  at  the 
?ery  time  when  those  of  Menti  are  destroyed. 

The  establishment  of  the  society  of  Hansc  towns. 
This  union  had  begun  by  Hamburg  and  Lubeck, 
which  carried  on  some  trade  in  imitation  of  the 
maritime  towns  of  Italy.  They  soon  became  useful 
and  powerful  in  furnishing  at  least  tlie  necessaries 
of  life  to  the  North  of  Gcniiany,  and  since  that  time 
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when  Liibeck,  which  belonged  to  the  famous  Henry 
the  Lion,  by  whom  Jt  was  fortified,  was  declared 
an  imperial  town  by  Frederick  Barbarossa,  and  the 
first  of  the  maritifTK:  towns.  When  it  had  the  privi- 
lege of  coining  money,  that  money  was  the  best 
coined  in  all  that  country,  where  till  that  time  none 
had  been  struck  but  of  a  very  base  alloy.  Hence 
the  money  called  "  sterling."  "  esterltng,"  (i.  e.. 
"easterling"),  is  supposed  to  have  been  derived,  and 
hence  London  counted  by  pounds  sterling  when  it 
was  associated  with  the  Hansc  towns. 

The  same  thing  happens  to  the  emperor  that  had 
happened  to  all  his  predecessors.  Leagues  are 
fonned  again&t  him  in  Italy,  while  he  himself  is  in 
Germany.  Rome  leagues  with  Venice  by  means  of 
Alexander  ItL  Venice,  impregnable  by  its  situ- 
ation, is  formidable  for  its  wealth,  ll  had  acquired 
great  riches  in  the  Crusades,  in  which  the  Venetians 
bad  hitherto  no  share,  except  as  dexterous  mer- 
chants. 

Frederick  returns  to  Italy  and  ravages  the  Veron- 
ese, which  belonged  to  the  league.  Pope  Victor 
dies;  he  causes  another  to  be  consecrated  by  a 
bishop  of  Liege  in  contempt  of  all  laws.  This 
usurper  takes  the  name  of  Paschal, 

Sardinia  was  then  governed  by  four  bailiffs:  one 
of  these,  who  had  amassed  wealth,  comes  and 
demands  the  title  of  king  from  Frederick,  and  actu- 
ally receives  it.     He  trebles  the  tajtes  everywhere, 
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and  returns  to  Germany  with  money  enou^  to 
render  him  lonnidable. 

1165  — A  diet  at  Wurrburg  against  Alexander 
III.  The  emperor  exacts  an  oath  from  all  tlie  princes 
ami  bishops  that  ihey  would  not  acknowledge  Alex- 
ander, This  diet  is  famous  by  the  deimties  of  Eng- 
land, who  come  to  give  an  accoimt  of  the  rights  of 
the  king  and  people  against  the  pretensions  of  the 
Church  of  Rome. 

Frederick,  in  order  to  make  Pope  Paschal  more 
considerable,  causes  him  to  canonize  Charlemagne. 
Aix-la-Chapelle  takes  the  title  of  Capital  of  the 
Empire,  though  in  effect  tt  was  not  so.  It  obtains 
the  privilege  of  coining  money. 

I  r66  —  Henry  the  Lion,  duke  of  Saxony  and 
Bavaria,  having  prodigiously  augmented  his  domin- 
ions, the  emperor  is  not  sorry  to  see  3  confederacy  in 
Germany  against  that  prince.  A  bold  and  enterpris- 
ing archbishoj)  of  Cologne  joins  with  several  other 
bishops,  together  with  the  count  palatine,  the  count 
of  Thuringia,  and  the  marquis  of  Brandenburg. 
A  bloody  war  is  carried  on  against  Henry  the  Lion. 
The  emperor  leaves  them  to  fight  it  out.  and  repairs 
again  to  Italy. 

1167  —  The  Pisans  and  Genoese  plead  at  Lodi 
before  the  emperor  for  the  possession  of  Sardinia, 
which  neither  obtains. 

Frederick  goes  and  lays  the  Pentapolis  under  con- 
tribution, although  it  had  been  solemnly  ceded  to  the 
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popes  by  BO  many  emperors,  and  was  incontestably 
the  patrimony  of  the  Church. 

The  league  between  Venice  and  Rome,  and  the 
hatred  inspired  by  Frederick's  despotic  power, 
engage  Cremona,  Bergamo.  Mantua,  Ferrara,  and 
other  towns,  to  unite  with  tlte  Milanese.  All  their 
towns  and  the  Romans  took  arms  at  the  same  tiiti«. 

The  Romans  attack  part  of  the  imperial  army 
near  Tusculum.  It  was  commanded  by  an  arch- 
bishop of  Mcntz,  very  famous  in  those  days,  called 
Christian,  and  by  the  archbishop  of  Cologtw.  Il 
was  a  strange  spectacle  to  see  these  two  priests 
thundering  out  a  German  sooff  to  animate  their 
troops  to  battle. 

But  what  strongly  denoted  tlie  decay  of  Rome 
was  the  iact  that  the  Romans  were  entirely  defeated, 
though  ten  times  more  numerous  than  the  Germans. 

Frederick  then  marches  from  Ancona  to  Rome, 
which  he  attacks.  He  burns  the  town  of  Leonini, 
and  the  church  of  St.  Peter  is  almost  consumed. 

Pope  Alexander  flics  to  Bencvcntum.  The 
cmfKror  causes  himself  to  be  crowned  with  the 
empress  Beatrice,  by  his  antipopc  Paschal,  in  the 
ruins^  of  St.  Peter. 

Tlicnce  Frederick  marches  back  with  great  expct 
dition  against  the  confederate  towns.  The  plague, 
by  which  his  army  is  desolated  for  some  lime,  con- 
tributes to  their  safety.  The  German  troops,  though 
victorious  over  the  Romans,  were  often  vanquished 
by  intemperance  and  the  heat  of  ihc  climate. 
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litis  — Alexander  III.  finds  the  secret  of  engag- 
ing' at  once  in  his  party  Emanuel,  emperor  ot  the 
Greeks,  and  William,  king  of  Sicily,  natural  enemy 
of  the  Greeks,  so  much  did  they  think  it  was  for 
their  common  interest  to  unite  ag&inst  Barharossa. 
in  effect,  these  two  powers  send  money  and  some 
trooiH  to  the  pope.  The  emperor,  at  the  head  of  an 
army  very  much  diminished,  sees  the  Milanese 
rebuild  their  walls  under  his  very  nose,  and  almost 
all  Lombardy  in  a  conspiracy  against  him.  He 
fwires  towards  the  cotmtry  of  Moricnne.  The 
Milanese,  emboldened,  pursue  him  to  the  mountains. 
He  escapes  with  great  difficulty  and  retreats  to 
Alsace,  while  he  is  excommunicated  by  the  pope- 
Italy  breathes  again  in  consequence  of  his  retreat. 
The  Milanese  fortify  themselves,  and  build,  at  tlie 
foot  of  the  Alps,  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  honor 
of  the  pope. 

This  year  I-iineb«rg  begins  to  be  a  town. 
The  bishop  of  Wurzburg  obtains  civil  jurisdiaion 
in  the  duchy  of  Franconia.     It  was  in  consequence 
of  this  grant  that  his  successors  have  had  the  direc- 
tion of  the  circle  of  that  name. 

Guelph,  cousin-german  of  the  famous  Henry  the 
Lion,  duke  of  Saxony  and  Qavaria,  on  his  death- 
bed, leaves  to  the  emperor  the  duchy  of  Spolcto,  and 
the  marqiiisatc  of  Tuscany,  with  his  right  to  Sar- 
dinia, a  coimtry  claimed  by  so  many  competitors, 
abandoned  (o  himself  and  its  bailiffs,  one  of  whom 
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The  towns  of  Lombirdy  were  confederated,  bat 
jealous  one  of  another.  Lucca  was  a  mortal  enemy 
of  Pisa,  Genoa  hated  Pisa  and  Florence,  and  by 
these  divisions  Italy  was  lost. 

Christian,  archbishop  of  Mrntz,  dexterously  suc- 
ceeds in  detaching  the  Venetians  from  the  league. 
but  Milan,  Pavia,  Florence,  Cremona,  Parma,  and 
Bologna  arc  unsliakcn,  and  Ronie  supports  iliem. 

Meanwhile  Frederick  is  obliged  to  go  and  appease 
the  troubles  in  Bohemia,  where  he  deposes  Ladis- 
laus,  and  gives  the  regency  to  the  son  of  tliat  prince. 
He  could  not  be  more  absolute  than  lie  was  in  Ger- 
many, or  more  impotent  than  he  was  at  tliat  very 
time  on  the  other  side  of  the  Alps. 

1174  —  At  length  he  passes  Mount  Ccnis.  besieges 
Alexandria,  which  was  built  in  his  .ibsence,  and  the 
name  of  which  was  odious  to  him,  and  begins  by 
wgnifying  to  the  inhabitants  that,  if  they  would 
have  the  presumption  to  defend  themselves,  he 
would  Sparc  neither  age  nor  sex. 

1175  —  The  Alexandrians,  assisted  by  the  con- 
federate towns,  make  a  sally  upon  the  Imperialists, 
whom  they  defeat,  in  imitation  of  the  Milanese. 
The  emperor's  disgrace  is  completed  by  his  being 
abandoned  by  Henry  the  Lion,  who  retires  with 
his  Saxons,  very  ill  disposed  towards  Barbarossa, 
who  kept  for  himself  thi!  lands  of  Mathilda. 

Italy  then  seemed  to  be  upon  the  evv  of  being 
freed  forever. 
1176^ — Frederick   receives   reinforcements  from 
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the  lands  of  the  countess  Mathilde,  which  had  been 
ibe  basis  of  the  treaty. 

Everything  being  concluded,  the  emperor  repairs 
10  Venice.  The  duke  conducts  him  in  his  gondola 
10  St.  Mark.  The  pope  waited  for  him  at  the  gate, 
with  the  tiara  upon  his  head.  The  emperor,  without 
his  cloak,  conducts  him  to  the  chair,  with  a  beadle's 
staff  in  his  hand.  The  pnpe  preaches  in  Latin,  which 
Frederick  did  not  understand.  After  the  sermon,  the 
emperor  comes  and  kisses  the  pope's  feet,  takes  the 
communion  from  his  hand,  leads  liis  mule  in  the 
square  of  St.  Mark,  when  he  comes  from  churdi. 
and  Alexander  UI.  cries  aloud:  "  It  hatli  pleased 
God  that  an  old  man  and  a  priest  should  triumph 
over  a  powerful  and  terrible  emperor."  All  Italy 
looks u[ion  Alexander  III.  as  its  deliverer  and  father. 

The  peace  was  sworn  upon  the  evangelists  by 
twelve  princes  of  the  empire.  These  treaties  were 
hardly  ever  written  at  that  time.  There  were  few 
clauses.  The  oaths  were  sufficient.  Few  of  the  Ger- 
man princes  could  read  or  sign  their  names,  and  the 
pen  was  seldom  used  but  at  Rome.  This  period 
resembles  those  savage  times  called  heroic. 

Ntvcrthclcss,  they  exact  from  the  emperor  a  par- 
ticular act,  scaled  with  his  own  seal,  by  which  he 
promises  not  to  disturb  the  towns  of  Italy  for  six 
years. 

1 178 — How  dared  Frederick  Barbarossa,  after 
that,  pass  through  Milan,  the  people  of  which  had 
defeated  him.  after  he  had  treated  them  as  slaves? 
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Thither  he  went,  however,  on  his  retuni  to  Ger- 
man)'. 

(.hhcr  troubles  harassed  that  vast,  warlike,  pow* 
erful,  and  unfortunate  country,  in  whidi  there  was 
not  then  one  town  comparable  to  any  of  the  mid- 
dling towns  of  Italy. 

Henry  the  Lion,  master  of  Saxony  and  Bavaria, 
still  made  war  apon  several  bishops,  as  the  emperor 
had  warred  a^tnst  the  pope.  He  sank  like  him, 
and  even  by  means  of  the  emperor  himself. 

The  archbishop  of  Cologne,  assi&ted  by  one-half 
of  Westphalia,  the  archbishop  of  Ma^debur^,  and  a 
bishop  of  Halbcrsladt.  were  oppressed  by  Henry  the 
Lion,  and  did  him  all  the  mischief  in  their  power. 
Almost  all  Germany  embraced  their  party. 

1179  —  Henry  the  Lion  is  the  fourth  duke  of 
Bavaria  that  was  put  to  the  tian  of  the  empire  in  the 
Diet  of  Goslar,  A  powerful  anny  was  rcnuired  to 
exeaite  this  decree-  That  prince  was  more  powerful 
than  the  emperor.  He  at  that  time  commanded  from 
Lubeck  to  the  middle  of  Westphalia.  He  had 
besides  Bavaria,  Styria,  and  Carinthia.  His  enemy, 
the  archbishop  of  Cologne,  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  ban. 

Among  the  vassals  of  the  empire  who  bring  troops 
to  tlie  archbishop  of  Cologne,  wc  »cc  one  Philip, 
count  of  Flanders,  as  well  as  a  count  of  Hainault, 
a  duke  of  Brabant,  and  others.  This  circumstance 
might  make  one  believe  that  what  is  properly  called 
Flanders  always  considered  itself  as  a  member  of 
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the  empire,  although  a  part  of  France.  Such  uncer- 
tainty attends  the  feudal  right. 

Duke  Henry  defends  himself  in  Saxony,  takes 
Thuringia  and  Hesse,  and  defeats  the  anny  of  the 
archbishop. 

The  greatest  part  uf  Germany  is  ravaged  by  that 
civil  war,  the  natural  effect  of  the  feudal  govern* 
ment.  It  is  even  strange  that  it  did  not  oftener  pro- 
duce this  effect. 

1 180  —  After  variotis  successes,  the  emperor  holds 
a  diet  in  ihe  castte  of  Gelnhausen,  near  the  Rhine. 
There  the  proscription  of  Henry-  the  Lion  is  renewed 
and  confirmed.  There  Frederick  gives  Saxony  to 
Bernhard  of  Anhalt,  son  of  Albert  the  Bear,  marquis 
of  Brandenburg.  He  gives  him  hkcwisc  part  of 
Westphalia.  The  house  of  Anlialt  must  then  have 
become  the  most  powerful  in  Germany. 

Bavaria  is  granted  to  Otho.  count  of  Wittelsbach, 
chief  of  the  emperor's  court  of  justice.  From  this 
Otho  Wittelsbach  are  descended  the  two  electoral 
houses  of  Bavaria,  which  after  so  many  misfortunes 
still  exist.  They  owe  their  greatness  to  Frederick 
Barbarossa. 

As  soon  as  those  noblemen  were  invested,  each 
falls  upon  Henry  the  Lion,  and  the  emperor  puts 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  army. 

1181 — They  take  from  Duke  Henry.  Liine- 
burg.  of  which  he  was  master:  they  attack  Liibeck. 
of  wliich  he  was  protector,  and  Waldemar,  king  o( 
Denmark,  assists  the  emperor  in  the  siege. 
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Liibeck,  which  was  already  ridi,  dreading  to  fall 
under  the  power  of  Denmark,  surrenders  to  the 
emperor,  who  declares  it  an  imperial  town,  capital 
of  the  towns  upon  the  Baltic,  with  permission  to 
coin  money. 

Duke  Henry,  being  no  longer  able  lo  resist,  goes 
and  throws  himself  at  ihc  feet  of  the  emperor,  who 
promises  to  maintain  him  in  possession  of  Bruns- 
wick and  Liineburg,  the  remains  of  so  many  domin- 
ions whidi  are  taken  from  him. 

Henry  the  Lion  goes  to  London  with  hJs  wife,  to 
his  father-in-law.  King  Henry  11,  She  bears  hiro 
a  son  called  Otho.  who  was  afterwards  emppror, 
under  tlic  name  of  Otho  IV'..  and  from  a  brother 
of  this  Otho  IV.  arc  descended  the  princes  who  now 
reign  in  England,  so  that  the  dukes  of  Brunswick, 
the  kings  of  England,  and  the  dukes  of  Modcna, 
are  all  derived  from  one  common  origin,  and  that 
origin  is  Italian. 

1183  —  Germany  is  tlien  quiet.  Frederick  abol- 
ishes several  barbarous  customs;  among  others, 
that  of  plundering  tke  dead,  a  horrible  prac- 
tice which  all  the  citizens  of  the  tovras  exer- 
cised at  the  decease  of  a  burgher,  at  the  expense  of 
his  heirs,  and  which  always  produced  bloody  quar- 
rels, though  movables  at  ttiat  time  were  of  small 
importance. 

All  the  cities  of  Lombardy  enjoy  a  profound 
peace,  and  display  new  life. 

Tlie  Romans  still  persist  in  the  notion  of  with- 
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doming  themselves  from  the  power  of  the  popes, 
u  well  as  from  that  of  the  emperors.  They  expel 
from  Rome  Pope  Lucius  III.,  the  successor  of  Alex- 
ander. 

Tlie  same  Christian,  archbishop  of  Ment2,  still 
Ih«  emperor's  general,  marches  with  an  army  to 
the  assistance  of  the  pope,  but  dies  at  Tusculum. 

The  senate  lords  it  in  Rome.  Some  clerks,  sup- 
posed to  be  spies  from  Fope  Lucius  III.,  are  sent 
back  to  him  without  their  eyes,  a  piece  of  inhumanity 
unworthy  of  the  Roman  name. 

1 183  —  Frederick  I.  declares  Ratisbon  an  imperial 
town.  He  detaches  Tyrol  from  Bavaria,  and  like- 
wise dismembers  it  of  Styria.  which  he  erects  into 
a  duchy. 

A  Celebrated  congress  is  held  at  Placentia,  April 
30,  between  the  emperor's  commissaries  and  the 
deputies  of  all  the  towns  in  Lombardy.  Even  those 
of  Venice  were  present.  Tliey  agree  that  the 
emperor  may  exact  the  oath  of  fidelity  fruni  his  vas- 
sals of  Italy,  and  that  they  are  obliged  to  march  to 
his  assistance,  in  case  he  should  be  attacked  in  his 
journey  to  Rome,  which  is  called  the  Roman  expe- 
dition. 

They  stipulate  that  the  towns  and  the  vassaLs  shall 
furnish  the  emperor  in  his  pass.i(;e  with  nothing  but 
ordinarj'  forag^e  and  provisions  for  the  month. 

The  emperor  grams  them  the  right  of  having 
troops,  fortihcations,  and  tribunals,  without  appeal, 
in  causes  to  the  amount  of  titty  marks  of  silver,  and 
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thst  no  cause  Eh&ll  ever  be  reheard  in  Germany. 
If  in  these  towns  the  bishop  has  the  title  of 
count,  he  shall  prcscni-c  the  right  of  electing  con- 
suls in  his  episcopal  town,  and  if  the  bishop  is  not 
in  possession  of  that  right,  it  is  reserved  to  the 
emperor. 

This  treaty,  which  made  Italy  free  under  a  chief, 
has  been  long  considered  by  the  Italians  as  the  foun- 
dation of  their  public  right. 

The  marquis  of  Malaspina  and  the  counts  of 
Cretna  are  therein  specially  named,  and  the  emperor 
contracts  with  them  as  with  the  other  towns.  All 
the  lords  of  the  fiefs  in  general  are  therein  compre* 
hended. 

In  all  probability  the  deputies  of  Venice  signed 
this  treaty  only  for  the  fiefs  they  possessed  on  the 
continent;  as  for  the  city  of  Venice,  it  would  not 
put  its  liberty  and  independence  upon  any  such  com- 
promise. 

1 184  —  A  great  diet  ia  convened  at  Mentz,  where 
the  emperor  again  causes  his  son  Henry  to  be  ac- 
knowledged king  of  the  Romaiu. 

He  knights  his  two  sons,  Henry  and  Frederick; 
he  is  the  first  emperor  who  thus  knighted  his  sons 
with  the  ceremonies  then  used.  The  new  knight 
watched  his  arms;  afterwards  he  was  put  in  the 
bath ;  then  he  came  to  receive  the  kiss  and  cuff  in  a 
tunic;  his  spurs  were  buckled  on  by  knights;  he 
dedicated  his  sword  to  God  and  the  saints;  he  was 
clothed  with  a  loose  robe;  but,  what  was  the  most 
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whimsical  part  of  the  farce.  w?s  his  t>cing^  served 
at  clinner  without  being  allowed  to  eat  or  drink. 

The  emperor  goes  to  Verona,  whither  Lucius  III. 
had  retired  on  his  expulsion  from  Rome,  and  there 
a  small  council  was  held.  The  question  was  not  to 
re-establish  Lucius  at  Rome,  'llic  subject  of  debate 
was  the  great  quarrel  al)out  the  lands  of  the  countess 
Mathilda,  and  nothing  was  agreed  upon.  The  pope 
likewise  refused  to  crown  young  Henry  emperor. 

The  emperor  goes  and  causes  him  to  be  crowned 
king  of  Italy  at  Milan,  to  which  place  the  iron  crown 
was  removed  from  Monza. 

1185  —  The  pope,  who  lud  already  quarrelled 
with  the  Rnmans,  is  imprudent  enough  to  quarrel 
with  the  emperor,  upon  the  subject  of  that  danger- 
ous ioheritance  of  Mathilda. 

A  king  of  Sardinia  commands  the  troops  of  Fred- 
erick, The  king  of  Sardinia  is  the  son  of  that  bailiflf 
who  bad  l>ought  the  title  of  king.  He  seizes  some 
towns,  of  which  the  popes  were  still  in  possession. 
Lucius  III.,  almost  stripped  of  everything,  dies  at 
Verona,  and  Frederick,  though  the  pope's  conqueror, 
cannot  be  sovereign  in  Rome. 

ti86  —  The  emperor,  at  Milan,  on  February  6, 
marries  his  son,  King  Henry,  to  Constance  of  Sicily, 
daughter  o£  Roger  II.,  king  of  Naples  and  Sicily, 
and  granddaughter  of  Roger  1.  of  that  name.  She 
was  presumptive  heiress  of  that  hne  kingdom,  and 
this  marriage  was  productive  of  the  most  tedious 
and  dreadful  misfortunes. 
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This  yeir  ought  to  be  fanwus  in  Germany  for 
the  ciutom  which  one  Bertrand,  bishop  of  Xletz 
introduced,  of  having-  archives  in  every  town  Co 
register  the  deeds  and  wnlings  of  private  estates. 
Before  that  time,  everything  was  proved  by  evidence 
only,  and  almost  all  disputes  were  decided  by  com- 
bat! 

1187  —  Poracrania,  which  after  having  belonged 
to  the  Poles,  became  a  vassal  of  the  empire,  and  paid 
a  slight  tribute,  is  subdued  by  Canute,  king  of  Den- 
mark, and  becomes  a  vassal  to  the  Danes.  Schte»- 
wig,  formerly  a  holding  of  the  empire,  becomes  a 
duchy  of  Denmark.  Thus  did  that  kingdom,  which 
itself  formerly  was  held  by  Germany,  deprive  the 
empire  at  once  of  two  provinces. 

Frederick  Barbarossa,  heretofore  so  great  and 
powerful,  had  nothing  now  but  the  shadow  of 
authority  in  Italy,  and  saw  the  power  of  Germany 
greatly  diminished.  He  retrieves  his  reputation,  in 
preserving  the  crou-n  of  Bohemia  to  a  duke  or  kin^ 
whom  his  subjects  had  deposed. 

The  Genoese  build  a  fort  at  Monaco,  and  acquire 
Gavi. 

Great  troubles  occur  in  Savoy.  The  emperor 
Frederick  declares  against  the  count  of  Savoy, 
detaches  several  fiefs  from  that  country,  among 
others,  the  bishoprics  of  Turin  and  Geneva.  The 
bishops  of  thest-  towns  become  noblemen  of  the 
empire.  Hence  proceed  perpetual  quarrels  between 
the  bishops  and  counts  of  Genera. 
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1188  — Saladin,  the  greatest  man  of  Ms  time, 
having  retaken  Jem&alen]  from  the  Christians,  Pope 
Clement  ]  1 1,  causes  a  new  Crusade  to  be  preached 
over  all  Europe. 

The  zeal  of  the  Germans  took  fire ;  we  can  scarcely 
conceive  Ibe  nwtivcs  that  dcternuncd  tlie  coipcror 
Frederick  to  march  towards  Palestine,  and  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  renew  an  enterprise  concerning 
which  a  wise  prince  should  have  been  by  this  time 
disabused.  What  strongly  marks  the  character  of 
the  times  was  that  he  sends  a  count  of  the  empire  to 
Saladin  to  demand  in  a  formal  manner,  Jerusalem 
and  Uie  true  cross. 

We  here  see  a  remarkable  example  of  the  spirit 
of  the  limes.  It  was  to  be  feared  that  Henry  the 
Lion,  in  the  emperor's  absence,  would  make  an 
attempt  to  recover  the  dominions  of  which  he  had 
been  despoiled.  He  is  obliged  to  swear  that  he  will 
make  no  attempt  during  the  holy  war.  He  swears, 
and  his  oath  is  believed. 

1189 — Frederick  Barbarossa  with  his  son,  Fred- 
erick, duke  of  Suabia,  marches  through  Austria  and 
Hungary  with  above  a  hundred  thousand  Cru- 
saders. U  he  could  have  led  such  an  army  of  volun- 
teers to  Rome,  he  would  have  been  emperor  indeed. 
The  6rst  enemies  he  Bnds  are  the  Christian  Greeks 
of  the  empire  of  Constantinople.  The  Greek  em- 
peror and  the  Crusaders  had  always  found  subject  o£ 
complaint  against  each  other. 

The  emperor  of  Constantinople  was  Isaac  An- 


ao6 


Annals  of  the  Empire. 


gelus.  He  refuses  to  ^vt  the  title  of  emperor  to 
Frederick,  whom  lie  regard*  as  king  of  Germany 
cniy,  and  he  sigiiilics  tu  hini  that  if  he  had  a  mind 
to  obtain  a  passage  lie  must  fiivc  hostages.  We  see 
in  the  a7n5titutions  of  Go)(]ast  the  letters  of  these 
two  emi)crors.  Isaac  Angclus  gives  Frederick  no 
other  title  than  that  of  advocate  of  the  Roman 
Church.  Frederick  by  way  of  answer,  calls  Angelua 
a  dog.  Yet  after  this,  we  arc  astonished  at  the  epi- 
thets given  to  one  another  by  Homer's  lieroes  in 
times  still  more  heroic! 

iigo — Frederick,  having  opened  the  passage 
sword  in  hand,  defeats  the  sultan  of  Iconium,  takea 
his  city,  passes  Mount  Taurus,  and  dies  of  the 
plague  after  his  victory,  leaving  a  reputation  famous 
for  inequality  and  greatness,  and  a  memory  much 
more  dear  to  Germany  than  to  Italy. 

He  is  said  to  have  been  buried  in  Tyre,  but  we  do 
not  really  know  what  place  contains  the  ashes  of  an 
emperor  who  made  so  much  noise  in  his  lifetime. 
His  success  in  Asia  must  have  been  much  less  solid 
than  shining;  for  his  son.  Frederick  of  Suabia,  had 
no  more  Uian  an  army  of  about  seven  or  eight  thou- 
sand fighting  men  left  out  of  above  a  hundred 
thousand  who  arrived  in  those  parts. 

The  son  soon  died  of  the  plague  like  his  father ; 
and  nobody  remained  in  Asia  but  Leopold,  duke  of 
Austria,  with  a  few  knights.  Thus  terminated  every 
crusade. 
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HENRY  VI. 

TWENTY-THIRD  EMPEROR. 

H90 — Henry  VI.,  already  twice  acknowledged 
and  crowned  during  his  father's  life,  docs  not  renew 
that  ceremony,  but  reigns  in  full  right  and  power. 

Henry  the  Lion,  the  old  duke  of  Saxony  and 
Bavaria,  who  possessed  so  many  towns,  had  very 
little  regarded  tlie  oath  he  took  to  abstain  from  all 
attempts  to  recover  his  fortune.  He  had  already 
entered  Holstein,  and  his  party  was  espoused  by  the 
bishops,  paniculnrly  the  bishop  of  Bremen. 

Henry  VI.  gives  him  battle  near  Verdun,  and  is 
conqueror.  At  last  peace  is  made  with  that  prince, 
who  was  so  often  proscribed  and  so  often  in  arms. 
He  is  left  in  possession  of  Brunswick  after  it  is  dis- 
mantled, lie  divides  with  the  count  of  Holstein  the 
title  of  Lord  of  Liibcck,  which  still  continues  a  free 
town  under  its  lords. 

The  emperor  Henry  VI.,  having  secured  Germany 
by  tliis  victory  and  peace,  turns  his  thoughts  towards 
Italy.  There  he  might  have  been  more  powerful 
than  Charlemagne  and  the  Othos,  as  being  direct 
possessor  of  the  lands  of  Mathilda,  king  of  Naples, 
in  right  of  his  wife,  and  lord  paramount  o£  all  the 
rest. 

1191  — Hi-  was  obliged  to  look  after  this  inheri- 
tance of  Naples  and  Sicily.  The  noblemen  of  tlie 
country  were  not  at  all  desirous  of  seeing  that  king- 
dom, which  had  become  flourishing  in  so  little  a 
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linic,  a  subjected  province  of  Germany.  The  blood 
of  those  French  gentlemen,  who  had,  by  thdr  cout-'J 
age  become  their  kings  and  countrj-nicn,  was  very 
dear  lo  hini.  They  elected  Tancred,  son  of  Prince 
Roger,  and  grandson  of  their  good  king  Roger,  fl 
This  prince  Tancred  was  not  born  of  a  marriage 
deemed  Icgntimilc.  But  how  many  baswrds  before 
lutn  have  inherited  the  greatest  kingdoms?  Besides, 
the  will  of  the  people  and  election  seem  the  first  of 
all  rights. 

The  emperor  treats  with  the  Genoese  about  fur- 
nishing a  fleet  with  which  he  may  go  and  dispute 
Apulia  and  Sidly.  Merchants  arc  able  to  do  that 
which  the  emperor  could  not  do  of  himself.  He  * 
ctHifirms  tlie  privileges  of  the  towns  of  Ijombardy, 
to  engage  tlwm  in  his  favor.  He  behaves  respect-  ■ 
fully  to  Pope  Celestine  III.,  an  old  man  turned  four- 
scorCr  who,  though  not  a  priest,  had  been  elected. 

The  ceremony  of  the  exaltation  of  popes  in  thoee 
days,  was  performed  in  tliis  manner :  As  soon  as  M 
they  were  nominated,  they  were  clothed  with  a  red 
cape.  They  were  conducted  to  a  stone  pulpit 
through  which  there  was  a  hole,  called  Stercor»-*U 
rittm;  then  to  a  pulpit  of  porphyn.-.  where  they  were 
presented  with  two  keys,  that  of  the  church  of  the 
Latcran.  and  that  of  the  palace,  the  origin  of  the 
pope's  arms;  thence  to  a  third  pulpit,  where  they 
were  presented  with  a  silken  girdle,  and  a  purse 
with  twelve  stones,  in  imitation  of  the  ephod  of  the 
high  priest  of  the  Jews.     It  is  not  known  at  what 
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period  these  customs  began.  Thus  was  Celestin 
exalted  before  he  was  a  priest. 

On  the  emperor's  aniva!  at  Rome,  the  pope  caused 
himself  to  be  ordained  priest  on  Easter-eve;  next 
day  he  is  consecrated  bishop,  and  the  day  after  con- 
secrates Henry  VI.  with  the  empress  Constance. 

Roger  dc  Hoveden,  an  Englishman,  is  ihe  only 
author  who  relates  that  the  pope  kicked  down  the 
crown  witli  which  the  ernperor  was  to  be  adorned, 
and  that  it  was  set  up  again  by  the  cardinals.  He 
mistakes  an  accident  for  a  ceremony.  It  has  been 
likewise  supposed  to  be  a  mark  of  pride,  equally 
brutal  and  ridiculous.  Either  the  pope  doted,  or  the 
adventure  is  not  true. 

The  emperor,  in  order  to  render  the  pc^  favor- 
able to  him  in  his  expedition  of  Naples  and  Sicily, 
restores  to  him  tlie  ancient  town  of  TuscuUun.  The 
pope  gives  it  to  the  Roman  people,  whose  mvmicipal 
government  still  subsisted.  The  Romans  demolished 
it  entirely;  in  this  particular  they  seem  to  have 
adopted  the  destructive  spirit  of  the  Goths  and 
Hemli  who  settled  among  them. 

Nevertheless,  old  Celesline  III.,  as  paramount  of 
Naples  and  Sicily,  dreading  a  powerful  vassal,  who 
would  not  yield  obedience,  forbids  the  emperor  to 
attempt  that  conquest,  a  prohibition  as  ridiculous  as 
lucking  the  crown,  seeing  he  could  not  hinder  the 
emperor  from  marching  to  Naples. 

Diseases  always  destroy  the  German  troops  in  hot 
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and  fruitful  countries.    One  half  of  the  imperial 
array  dies  upon  the  way  to  Naples. 

Constance,  the  emperor's  wife,  is  at  Salerno 
delivered  to  King  Tancred,  who  generously  sends 
her  back  to  her  husband 

1192  —  The  emperor  postpones  his  enterprise 
against  Naples  and  Sicily,  and  goes  to  Worms.  He 
maJces  Conrad,  one  of  his  brothers,  duke  of  Suabia. 
He  gives  to  Philip,  another  brother,  who  was  after- 
wards emperor,  the  iluchy  of  Spoleto.  whicli  he 
takes  from  the  house  of  the  Guelphs. 

The  establishment  of  the  knights  of  the  Teutonic 
order,  destined  at  first  for  the  service  of  the  sick  in 
Palestine,  and  since  become  conquerors.  The  first 
house  they  have  in  Germany  is  built  at  CoblenU. 

Henry  the  Lion  renews  his  pretensions,  and  re* 
sunies  his  amis.  He  makes  no  attempt  upon  Saxony 
or  Bavaria,  but  falls  again  upon  Holstein,  and  loses 
all  that  he  had  left  elsewhere. 

1193  —  At  that  time  Saladin  the  Great  drove  all 
the  Christians  from  Syria.  Richard  Ctrur  de  Lion, 
king  of  England,  after  luving  performed  exploits 
equally  admirable  and  ineffectual,  returns  like  the 
rest.  He  was  upon  bad  terms  with  the  emperor,  and 
upon  worse  with  Leopold,  duke  of  Austria,  on 
account  of  a  childish  quarrel  about  a  point  of  honor, 
which  had  happened  between  them  in  the  unfortu- 
nate wars  of  the  East.  He  passes  through  the 
duke's  territories,  and  that  prince  puts  him  in  irons, 
contrary  to  the  oath  of  all  the  Crusaders,  contrary  to 
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the  respect  dtic  to  royalty,  and  contrary  to  the  honor 
and  law  of  nations. 

The  duke  of  Austria  delivers  hia  prisoner  to  the 
emperor.  Eleonora,  wife  of  Richard  Co-Mr  de  Lion, 
finding  herself  unable  to  avenge,  offers  to  ransom 
her  husband.  This  ransoni  is  said  to  have  amounted 
to  one  hundred  and  6fty  thousand  marks  of  silver. 
That  is  about  two  millions  of  German  crowns ;  and 
considering  the  scarcity  of  money  and  the  price  of 
provisions,  that  sum  would  be  equivalent  to  forty 
millions  of  crowns  in  our  time.  Historians  perhaps 
have  taken  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  marks 
(marcas),  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  marks 
which  were  no  more  than  half  livres.  These  mis- 
takes are  but  too  common. 

Whatever  th<  ransom  was,  the  emperor  Henry 
VI.,whohadnoother  right  to  it  than  that  of  banditti. 
received  it  as  basely  as  he  bad  unjustly  retained 
Richard.  It  is  likewise  said  that  he  compelled  him 
to  do  homage  for  the  kingdom  of  England.  Vain 
homage  indeed  t  Richard  would  have  been  far  from 
deserving  the  surname  of  Ctrur  de  Lion  if  he  had 
stooped  to  such  abject  submission. 

A  bishop  of  Prague  is  made  duke  or  king  of 
Bohemia.  He  purdiascs  his  investiture  from  Heiuy 
VI.  for  a  sum  of  money, 

Henry  the  Lion,  now  seventy  years  of  age,  mar- 
ries his  son,  who  bears  tlie  title  of  Count  of  Bruns- 
wick, to  Agnes,  daughter  of  Conrad,  count  pala- 
tine, the  emperor's  imdc.    Agnes  loved  the  count  of 
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Brunswick ;    this  marriage,  lo  which  ihe  emperc 
consents,  reconciles  him  to  the  old  duke,  who  die* 
soon  after,  leaving  Brunswick  at  least  to  his  desc 
dants. 

1194  —  It  is  probable  that  the  emperor  Hcni 
VI.  ransomed  King:  Richard,  and  invested  the  epu 
copal  kinjj  of  Bohemia  on  purpose  to  have  where-' 
wilhal  to  conquer  Xaples  and  Sicily.    Tancrcd.  his 
competitor,  dies.    The  people  choose  his  son  Will- 
iam, though  an  infant,  in  his  stead;   a  plain  proof 
that  it  was  not  so  much  Tancred  as  the  nation  which 
disputed  the  throne  of  Naples  with  the  emperor. 

The  Genoese  furnish  Henry  with  Ihe  fleet  tlu 
had  promised,  and  to  (his  the  Pisans  add  twelve  gal-" 
leys.    The  cmijerur,  with  these  forces  furnished  by 
the  Italians  Co  enslave  Italy,  appears  before  Naples. 
which  surrenders,  and   while  he  is  besieging  Pa 
lermo  and  Catanta  in  Sicily,  TarKred's  widow,  being 
shut  up  in  Salerno,  capitulates,  and  yields  up  the_ 
two  kingdoms  on  condition  that  her  son,  Williar 
shall  have  the  principality  of  Tarentum.     Thus, 
hundred  years  after  Robert  and  Roger  had  con- 
quered Sicily,  the  fruit  of  the  toils  of  the  French 
knights  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  house  of  SuabiadH 

The  Genoese  demand  of  the  emperor  the  execu- 
tion of  the  treaty  he  had  made  with  them;  the  res- 
titution of  some  lands,  as  therein  stipulated,  and  the 
confirmation  of  ilieir  privileges  in  Sicily  granted  byfl| 
King  Roger.     Henry  VI.  answers  to  this  efJcet™" 
"  When  you  sliall  have  convinced  me  that  you  are 
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realty  free,  and  do  not  owe  me  a  fleet  in  quality  of 
vassals,  I  will  keep  the  promise  1  have  made."  Then. 
joining  the  most  atrocious  cruelty  to  perBdy  and 
ingratitude,  he  orders  Tancred's  bo<ly  to  be  flug  up 
and  decapitated  by  the  hands  of  the  hangman.  He 
orders  William,  the  son  of  Tancred,  to  be  castrated 
and  sent  prisoner  to  Gaire,  where  his  eyes  are  put 
out.  The  queen,  his  mother,  and  her  daughters  are 
conducted  to  Germany  and  shut  up  in  a  convent  of 
Alsace.  Henry  carries  off  pari  of  the  treasure  which 
bad  been  amassed  by  llic  kings.  And  mankind  allow 
such  men  to  rule  them ! 

1195  — Henry  of  Brunswick,  son  of  the  Lion, 
obtains  the  palatinate  after  the  death  of  the  palatine 
Conrad,  his  father-in-taw. 

A  new  Crusade  is  published  at  Worms.  Henry 
VI.  promises  to  go  and  fight  for  Jesus  Christ, 

1196 — The  zeal  of  those  expeditions  increased 
by  mJsforluoe,  just  as  religions  have  been  strength- 
ened by  persecution.  A  sister  of  Philip  Augustus, 
king  of  France,  widow  of  Ucla.  king  of  Hungary, 
puts  herself  at  the  head  of  the  German  Crusaders, 
and  goes  to  Palestine  tn  experience  the  fate  of  all 
those  who  had  gone  before  her.  Henry  VI.  orders 
another  part  of  tlie  Crusaders'  army  to  march  into 
Italy,  where  it  could  be  more  useful  to  him  than  at 
Jerusalem. 

1197  —  This  is  one  of  the  most  curious  and  inter- 
esting points  of  historj-.  The  great  Beigic  chronicle 
relates  that  Henry  not  only  caused  his  son.  Frederick 
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II..  a  dii!d  in  llie  cradle,  to  be  rfected  by  fifiy-two 
noblemeii  or  bishops,  but  likewise  declared  the 
empire  hereditary,  and  decreed  thai  Naples  and 
Sicily  should  be  incorporated  forever  with  the 
empire.  If  Henr^'  V*I.  could  make  such  laws,  he  h 
made  them  without  doubt;  and  he  was  formidable S 
enough  to  make  them  without  contradiction.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  his  epitaph  at  Panorma  purports  lliat  he 
reunited  Sicily  to  the  empire;  bin  tlie  popes  soon 
rendered  that  rermion  inclTcctual,  and  at  his  death 
it  plainly  appeared  that  the  right  of  election  was  still ' 
Hear  to  the  noblemen  of  flermany. 

Meanwhile  Henry  VI.  marches  to  Naples  over-l 
land.  All  the  noblemen  of  that  country  were] 
incensed  against  him  and  a  general  insurrection  was 
to  be  feared.  He  slrip.t  them  of  their  fiefs,  which 
he  bestows  upon  the  Germans  or  Italians  of  his  own 
party.  Despair  forms  the  conspiracy  which  the  J 
emperor  wanted  to  prevent.  One  Count  Jnrdani.  of 
the  house  of  the  Norman  princes,  puts  himself  at 
the  head  of  the  people.  He  is  delivered  up  to  thofl 
emperor,  who  causes  him  to  be  put  to  death  by  % 
torture  which  one  would  imagine  an  imitation  of  the 
fabulous  tyrants  of  antiquity.  He  is  tied  naked  on 
a  chair  of  red-hot  iron,  and  crowned  with  a  circlaj 
of  the  same  metal  burning  hot,  nailed  to  his  head. 

1198  —  Then  the  emperor  allows  the  rest  of  th« 
German  Crusaders  to  depart.    They  land  in  Cyprus. ' 
The  bishop  of  Wiirzburg,  by  whom  they  arc  con- 
ducted, gives  the  crown  of  C>-prua  to  Iimcri  dc  Los- 
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ignan,  who  chose  rather  to  be  a  vassal  of  the  Ger- 
nun  than  of  the  Greek  empire. 

This  same  Eniert  de  Lusignan,  king  of  Cyprus, 
nurries  Isabella,  daughter  of  the  last  king  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  hence  comes  the  title  of  king  of  Cyprus 
and  Jerusalem,  which  seveial  sovereigns  have  dis- 
puted in  Europe. 

Tlie  German  Crusaders  meet  with  various  for- 
tunes in  Asia.  In  the  meantime  Henry  VI.  remains 
in  Sicily  with  a  small  number  of  troops,  and  this 
security  is  the  cause  of  his  ruin.  They  conspire  at 
Naples  and  in  Sicily  against  the  tyrant.  His  own 
wife,  Constance,  is  the  soul  of  the  conspiracy.  They 
betake  themselves  to  arms  on  all  hands.  Constance 
forsakes  her  cruel  husband  and  puts  herself  at  the 
head  of  the  conspirators,  All  the  Germans  found  in 
Sicily  arc  murdered.  This  is  the  first  stroke  of  the 
Sicilian  Vespers,  afterwards  tolled  under  Charles  of 
France.  Henry  is  fain  to  capitulate  to  his  wife: 
he  dies,  and,  it  is  said,  of  poison  which  his  wife  gave 
him,  a  crime  perhaps  excusable  in  a  woman  who 
avenged  her  family  and  country,  if  poisoning,  ant) 
especially  poisoning  a  husband,  can  ever  be  justified. 

PHILIP  I. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  EMPEROR. 

1198 — At  tirst  tlie  noblemen  and  bishops  assem- 
bled at  Amsberg,  tn  Thuringia,  grant  the  admin- 
istration of  Germany  to  Philip,  duke  of  Suabia,  uncle 
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of  Frederick  II..  a  minor,  who  liad  been  already 
ackitowledged  as  king  of  the  Romans.  Thus  th^H 
true  emperor  was  Frederick  II..  but  oUicr  noWe- 
men.  being  incensed  to  sec  an  elective  empire  become 
hereditary,  choose  another  king  at  Cologne,  and  elect 
the  least  powerful,  in  order  to  be  powerful  under  hii 
name.  This  pretended  king  or  emperor,  called  BerJ 
told,  duke  of  a  small  part  of  Switzerland,  soon* 
renounced  the  vain  honor  which  he  could  not  main- 
tain. Then  the  assembly  of  Cologne  elect  OthObfl 
duke  of  Brunswick,  son  of  Henry  the  Lion.  Tlie 
electors  were  the  duke  of  Lorraine,  a  count  of  KukCi 
the  archbishop  of  Cologne,  the  bishops  of  MindcE 
Paderbom,  ihc  abbot  of  Corbie,  and  two  othe 
abbots,  who  were  Benedictine  monks. 

Philip  must  likewise  be  nominated  emperor,  and 
is  elected  at  Erfurt.    Here  arc  four  emperors  in  onaJ 
year,  but  not  one  of  them  an  emperor  indeed. 

Otho  of  Brunswick  was  in  England,  and  Richard, 
kingof  England. who  had  been  so  unworiliily  treated 
by  Henry  VI.  and  was  justly  the  enemy  of  the  houte 
of  Suabia,  espoused  the  party  of  Brunswick  ;  of  con< . 
sequence  Philip  Augustus,  king  of  France,  declare 
for  the  other  emperor  Philip. 

Here  was  another  opportunity  for  the  towns 
Italy  to  shake  off  the  German  yoke.    They  became' 
daily  more  and  more  powerful,  but  even  that  power 
creates  divisions  among  them.    Some  held  for  Otho 
of  Brunswick,  and  others  for  Philipof  Suabia.  Pope, 
Innocent  III.  remains  neutral  between  the  comi 


Philip  1. 


117 


tors.    G«rmany  suffers  all  the  mischiefs  of  a  civil 
war. 

1 199-1200  —  In  these  intestine  troubles  of  Ger- 
many nothinfi:  is  seen  but  change  of  party,  agree- 
ments made  and  infringed,  and  weakness  on  all 
tides.  Nevertheless  Gennany  is  still  called  the 
Roman  Empire. 

The  empress  Constance  slays  in  Sicily  witli  her 
ion,  Prince  Frederick.  There  she  was  in  peace; 
there  she  was  regent,  and  nothing  could  more 
plainly  prove  that  she  had  conspired  again:$t  her  hus- 
band, Henry  VI.,  than  her  retaining,  in  obedience  to 
her  son,  those  very  people  who  had  taken  arms 
against  the  father.  Naples  and  Sicily,  in  young 
Frederick,  loved  the  son  of  Constance,  and  the  blood 
of  their  own  kings.  They  did  not  even  regard  this 
Frederick  II.  as  the  son  of  Henry  VI.,  and,  in  all 
probability,  he  really  was  not ;  seeing  his  mother, 
when  she  demanded  for  him  the  investiture  of 
Naples  and  Sicily  of  Pope  Cclcstinc  III.  had  been 
obliged  to  swear  that  Henry  VI.  was  his  father. 

The  famous  Pope  Innocent  III.,  son  of  a  count  of 
Srgni,  having  taken  possession  of  the  papal  chair, 
a  new  investiture  was  required.  Here  begins  a  very 
singular  quarrel,  which,  after  the  lapse  of  above  Bvc 
hundred  years,  continues  still  undetermined. 

We  have  seen  those  knights  of  Normandy,  who 
became  princes  and  kings  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  hold- 
ing at  first  of  the  emperors,  and  afterwards  doing 
homage  to  the  pope.    When  Roger,  as  yet  no  more 
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than  count  of  Stdly,  gave  new  ]aws  to  that  island, 
whtcli  he  at  one  time  won  from  the  Mahometans  and 
Greeks,  when  lie  restored  so  many  churches  to  the 
Roman  cammuni<»i.  Pope  Urban  11.  solemnly 
granted  him  the  power  of  the  legates  a  latere,  and  of 
legates  born  of  the  holy  see.  These  legates  judged 
all  ecclesiastical  ca'ises  in  the  last  appeal,  conferred^ 
benefices,  and  levied  tithes.  Since  that  time  thi^| 
kings  of  Sicily  were  in  fact  legates  and  vicars  of  the 
holy  see,  and  really  popes  in  their  own  kingdom. 
They  had  in  reality  the  power  of  the  two  swords. 
This  sole  privilege,  which  so  many  kings  might  have 
arrogated  to  themselves,  was  nowhere  known  but  in 
Sicily.  The  successors  of  Pope  Urban  U,  had  con- 
firmed this  prerogative,  cither  by  good-will  or  com- 
pulsion. Celcstinc  III.  had  not  contested  it,  but  Inno- 
cent in.  opposed  it ;  treated  the  legation  of  the  kings 
of  Sicily  as  having  been  surreptitiously  obtained, 
and  demanded  that  Constance  would  renounce  it  in 
tlie  name  of  lier  son,  and  do  liege,  pure  and  simple 
homage  for  Sicily. 

Constance  dies  before  this  order  is  obeyed,  and 
leaves  to  the  pope  the  tutelage  of  king  and  king- 
dom. 

120I — Innocent  III.  will  not  own  Philip  for 
emperor,  but  adcnowledges  Otito,  to  whom  he 
writes ;  "  By  the  authority  of  God  derived  to  us, 
we  receive  you,  and  order  you  to  be  obeyed  as  king 
of  the  Romans;  and,  after  the  usual  preliminaries, 
we  will  give  you  the  imperial  crown." 
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Philip  Augustus,  king  of  France,  partisan  of 
Philip  of  Suabia,  and  enemy  to  Otho,  writes  to  the 
pope  in  favor  of  Philip;  and  Innocent  III.  answers: 
"  Either  Philip  must  lose  the  empire,  or  I  lose  the 
pontificate." 

1203 —  Inooceat  IIL  publishes  a  new  Crusade,  in 
which  the  Gemtans  have  no  concern.  It  was  in  this 
crusade  that  the  Christians  of  the  West  took  Con- 
stantinople, instead  of  assisting  the  Holy  Land ;  it 
was  this  that  extended  the  power  and  dominions  of 
Venice. 

1303  — The  northern  parts  of  Germany  become 
weak  in  these  troubles.  The  Danes  make  them- 
selves masters  of  Vandalia,  which  is  part  of  Russia 
and  Pomerania.  It  is  diihcull  to  ascertain  its  limits. 
Were  tlierc  any  limits  then  in  those  barbarous  couti- 
triest  Holstcin,  annexed  to  Denmark,  no  longer 
acknowledged  the  empire. 

1204  —  The  duke  of  Hrabant  acknowledges 
Philip  for  emperor,  and  docs  him  homage. 

1205  — Several  noblemen  follow  that  example. 
Philip  is  consecrated  at  Aix  by  the  archbishop  of 
Cologne.    The  civil  war  continues  in  Germany. 

iao6  — Otho,  being  defeated  by  Philip  near  Co- 
logne, flies  for  refuge  to  England.  Then  the  pope 
consents  to  abandon  h'm.  He  promises  to  take  off 
Philip's  cxcomnmnication,  incurred  by  every  prince 
who  calls  himself  emperor,  without  the  permission 
of  the  holy  see:  he  will  acknowledge  him  as  lawful 
emperor,  provided  he  will  give  liis  sister  in  marriage 
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to  a  nqibew  of  his  holiness,  and  bestow  upon  her, 
by  way  of  dower,  the  duchy  of  Spotdo,  Tuscany, 
and  the  march  of  Ancona.  These  arc  strange  pro- 
posals :  the  march  of  Aiicona  properly  belonged  to 
the  holy  see,  Philip  rejects  the  pope's  proposal, 
choosing  rather  to  be  excommunicated  than  to  pari 
with  such  a  dower:  nevertheless,  by  releasing'  an 
archbishop  of  Cologne,  who  was  his  prisoner,  he 
obtains  his  absolution  without  making  the  match. 

1207  —  Otho  returns  from  England  to  Germany, 
where  he  appears  seemingly  withoui  partisatis. 
though  doubtless  he  must  have  had  private  friends, 
seeing  lie  did  return. 

1208  —  Count  C>iho,  who  was  palatine  in  Bavaria, 
assassinates  the  em[)eror  at  Bamberg,  and  makes  his 
escape  very  easily. 

OTHO  IV. 


TWENTY-rirTH    EHPCROR. 

Otho,  in  order  tn  strcngtlien  his  interest,  and  unite 
the  (actions,  marries  Beatrice,  daughter  of  the  mur- 
dered emperor. 

Beatrice  demands  vengeance  at  Frankfort  for  her 
father's  dcith.  The  Diet  puts  the  assassin  under 
the  ban  of  the  empire.  Count  Papenbeim  does  more : 
some  time  after  he  murders  the  emperor's  murderer. 

1209  —  Otho  IV,.  still  more  to  corroborate  his 
interest,  confirms  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Italian  towns,  and  even  acknowledges  those  which 
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been  arrogated  by  ihe  pup«s.  He  writes  to 
Innocent  III :  "  We  will  yield  you  that  obedience 
which  our  predecessors  have  yielded  to  yours."  He 
leaves  him  in  possession  of  the  countries  which  the 
pontiff  had  already  recovered — namely.  Viterbo, 
Orvieto,  and  Pcrusia.  He  promises  him  all  the 
famous  inheritance  of  Mathilda,  and  he  cedes  to  liim 
the  territorial  superiority  —  that  is,  the  supremacy 
and  flciicnclcnce  of  Naples  and  Sicily. 

12IO —  No  greater  harmony  could  possibly 
appear;  but  scarcely  is  he  crowned  at  Rome,  when 
he  rnak«s  war  upon  the  pope  for  these  very  towns. 

He  had  left  to  the  pope  the  right  paramount  and 
charge  of  Naples  and  Sicily ;  and  he  goes  to  malce 
himself  master  of  Apulia,  the  inheritance  of  young 
Frederick,  king  of  the  Romans,  who  was  stripped  at 
once  of  the  empire  and  his  mother's  inheritance. 

121 1  —  Innocent  HI.  can  do  no  less  than  excom- 
municate Otho.  Excommimicalion  is  a  mere  trifle 
against  an  established  prince ;  but  a  very  serious 
affair  against  a  prince  who  has  enemies. 

The  dukes  of  Bavaria  and  Austria,  and  the  land- 
grave of  Thuringia  resolve  to  dethrone  him.  Tlie 
archbishop  of  Mcntz  excommunicates  him,  and  the 
whole  faction  acknowledges  young  Frederick  H. 

Gennany  is  again  divided.  Otho,  on  the  brink  of 
losing  Germany  for  having  attempted  to  seize 
Apulia,  repasses  the  Alps. 

1212  —  The  emperor  Otho  assembles  his  adher- 
ents at  Nuremberg.     Young  Frederick  passes  the 
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Alps  aiter  him.  and  makes  hunself  master  o£  Alsace, 
the  noblemen  of  which  declare  in  hU  favor.  He 
engages  Ferri,  duke  of  Lorraine,  in  his  parly.  Ger- 
many is  from  one  end  to  the  other  the  scene  of  civil 
war. 

1213  —  Frederick  II.  at  length  receives  the  crown 
at  Aix -la-Chapel le  from  the  archbishop  of  Mcntz. 

Meanwhile,  Otho  supports  himself,  and  regain^: 
almost  everything,  when  he  seems  to  be  on  the  eve 
of  losing  the  whole. 

He  was  still  protected  by  England ;  while  his 
competitor,  Frederick  II.,  enjoyed  the  protection  of 
France.  Otho  reinforces  his  party  by  marrying  the 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Brabant,  after  the  death  of 
his  wife  Beatrice.  John,  king  of  England,  gives 
him  money  to  attack  the  king  of  France.  This 
John  was  not  }-et  John  Lackland,  though  lie  waa 
destined  to  be  so.  and  became  like  Otho,  roost  unfor- 
tunate. 

1314 — It  seems  very  remarkable  that  Otho,  who 
a  year  before  could  scarcely  defend  himself  in  Ger- 
many, should  now  be  able  to  make  war  upon  Philip 
Augustus.  But  he  was  followed  by  the  dukes  of 
Limbiirg  and  Ijorraine.  the  count  of  Holland,  with 
all  the  noblemen  o(  thai  country,  and  t]ie  count  of 
Flanders,  who  had  been  interested  by  the  king  of 
England.  It  is  still  problematical  whether  or  not  the 
counts  of  Flanders,  who  then  did  homage  to  France, 
were,  notwithstanding  that  homage,  considered  as 
vassars  of  the  empire. 
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Ocho  marches  towards  Valenciennes  with  an  army 
of  above  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  fighting 
men,  while  Frederick  1 1 .,  concealed  somewhere 
about  Switzerland,  watted  the  issue  of  this  great 
enterprise.  Phthp  Augustus  was  hard  pressed 
between  the  emperor  and  the  king'  of  England. 

Between  Ltlle  and  Touraay  there  is  a  small  village 
called  Bovines,  near  which  Otho  IV.,  at  the  head 
of  an  amiy  &aid  to  be  a  hundred  and  twenty  thou* 
aand  strong,  attacked  the  king,  who  had  scarcely  half 
the  number.  At  that  time  they  began  to  use  cross- 
bows, machines  which  threw  long  and  heavy  arrows, 
and  which  were  bent  with  a  tourniquet.  ThU  weapon 
was  in  use  under  Louis  the  Gross.  Bui  what  decided 
the  fate  of  a  battle  was  the  heavy  cavalrj*.  quite  cov- 
ered with  iron,  consisting  of  all  the  lords  of  the  fiefs, 
and  tlicir  squires.  The  knights  wore  cuirassc*,  bus- 
kins, knce-picci-s,  brasscts,  cuisscs,  and  helmets.  All 
this  arrnor  was  made  of  iron,  and  above  the  cuiraas 
they  had  a  shirt  of  mail  called  a  "  hauberk,"  from 
the  word  "albus."  This  coat  of  mail  was  adorned 
with  a  piece  of  stuff  embroidered  with  ilic  kniglu's 
coat  of  arms.  These  bearings,  which  began  to  be 
in  use,  were  called  coats  of  amis,  because  tliey  were 
figured  on  tlie  knight's  arms,  to  distinguish  him  in 
battle.  Squires  had  no  right  to  wear  the  hauberks 
or  haubcrgeon.  Their  helmets  were  not  faced  and 
dosed,  consequently  not  so  good  a  defence.  They 
had  no  brassets  nor  cuisscs;  thus,  armed  more 
lightly,  they  had  more  agility  in  mounting  a  horse. 
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and  could  better  raise  up  in  battle,  those  heavy 
masses  of  knights,  who  could  not  move,  or  even  be 
wounded  but  with  difficulty.  Dcstdcs.  (he  complete 
armor  of  knights  was  a  prerc^iive  of  honor,  to 
which  the  squires  liad  no  pretension ;  they  were  not 
allowed  to  be  invulnerable.  All  that  a  knight  had  to 
fear  was  being  wounded  in  the  face  when  he  lifted 
up  his  beaver,  or  in  the  flank,  through  any  defect  in 
cuirass,  when  he  was  beaten  down,  or  when  his  coal 
of  mail  was  taken  off ;  or  lastly  in  the  armpits,  when 
he  raised  his  arms.  There  were  likewise  troops  of 
cavalrj-  drafted  from  the  common  soldiers,  not  so 
well  armed  as  the  knights.  As  for  the  infantry, 
every  man  had  what  defensive  armor  he  pleased  to 
wear,  and  his  offensive  arms  were  the  sword,  the 
arrow,  the  club,  and  the  sling. 

It  u-as  a  bishop  who  drew  up  in  line  of  battle  the 
army  of  Philip  Augustus.  His  name  was  Guerin, 
and  he  had  been  appointed  to  the  see  of  Senlis.  There 
was  also  at  that  battle  a  bishop  of  Beauvais,  who  had 
been  long  kept  prisoner  by  Richard,  king  of  Eng- 
land. He  used  a  club  or  mace,  saying,  he  should  be 
irregular  if  he  shed  human  blood.  It  is  not  known 
in  what  manner  the  emperor  and  king  disposed  their 
troops.  Philip,  before  the  battle,  ordered  his  army 
to  sing  the  psalm,  "  Bxurgat  Deus,  et  dtssipenlur 
intmUi  c/us,"  as  if  Otho  had  been  lightiiig  against 
God,  Formerly  the  French  sang  verses  in  honor 
of  Charlemagne  and  Orlando.  The  imperial  stand- 
ard of  Otho,  fixed  in  a  wagon  with  four  wheels. 
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sccprding  to  the  cmtotn  of  Germany  and  Italy,  was  a 
long  pole  supponiiig  a  wooden  dragon  painted,  and 
above  the  dragon  was  a  gilded  eagle  of  wood.  The 
royal  standard  of  France  was  a  gilded  staff,  with 
an  ensign  of  white  silk,  powdered  with  golden 
fleurs-de-lis;  for  this  ornament  called  flowers  de 
lis,  which  was  no  other  than  a  fancy  of  the  painter. 
began  to  be  assumed  as  Che  armorial  bearing  of  the 
kings  of  France.  TIic  ancient  crowns  of  the  Lom- 
bard kings,  of  which  wc  have  exact  prims  in  Mura- 
tori,  are  surmounted  with  this  ornament,  which  is 
nothing  but  the  iron  head  of  a  lance,  hound  with  two 
other  crooked  pieces  of  iron ;  this  is  likewise  tlie 
figure  of  several  sceptres  of  the  old  Lombard  kings. 

Besides  the  royal  standard,  Philip  Augustus 
brought  into  the  held  the  orilUmme  of  St.  Denis, 
which  was  a  lance  of  gilded  copper,  to  which  was 
£xed  a  red  silk  Hag.  When  the  king  was  in  danger, 
they  raised  or  lowered  one  or  other  of  these  stand- 
ards. Every  knight  had  Ukcwiac  his  own,  called  a 
pendant,  and  the  great  knights,  who  had  other 
knights  under  them,  were  provided  with  another 
ensign,  called  a  banner.  This  term  "  banner,"  which 
is  so  honorable,  w.is  nevertheless  common  to  the 
ensigns  of  the  infantry,  which  was  almost  wholly 
composed  of  serfs  or  people  lately  made  free. 

The  war  cry  commonly  used  by  the  French  was 

"Hon  Joie  Si.  Denis."     They  said  indifferently, 

"  Man  loie,"  or  "  Ma  Joie,"  in  the  barbarous  jargon 
Vol.  3t_ts 


236 


Annals  of  the  Empire, 


of  Franc*.    Tli*  Gennan  cry  was  still,  "  Kyrit  elH- 
urn." 

The  Teutonic  amiy.  though  very  strong  in 
infantf)-,  had  fewer  knights  than  thai  of  tlic  king. 
It  is  lo  this  difference  chiefly  that  we  must  attribute 
the  victoiy  in  this  great  battle.  Those  squadrons  of 
horse  caparisoned  with  steel,  carrjing  men  impen- 
etrable to  blows,  and  armed  with  Inng  lances,  could 
not  fail  to  put  in  disorder  the  Gennan  soldiery 
almost  naked  and  disarmed,  in  comparison  of  those 
moving  citadels. 

A  proof  that  knights  who  were  well  armed,  ran  no 
other  risk  than  that  of  being  dismounted,  and  were 
never  wounded  except  by  great  accident,  is  that 
King  Philip  Augustus  thrown  from  his  horse  was 
for  a  long  time  surrounded  by  enemies,  and  received 
strokes  from  all  kinds  of  arms  without  losing  a  drop 
of  blood.  It  is  even  reported  that  as  he  lay  upon 
the  ground,  a  German  soldier  attempted  lo  thrust 
a  bearded  javelin  into  his  throat,  but  never  could 
penetrate.  No  knight  was  killed  in  the  battle,  except 
William  dc  Longchainp,  who  unluckily  died  of  a 
thrust  in  the  eye,  which  he  received  through  the 
visor  of  his  helmet. 

They  reckon  on  the  side  of  the  Germans,  five  and 
twenty  knights  banneret,  and  seven  counts  of  the 
empire  prisoners,  but  not  one  wounded;  the  real 
danger  at  that  lime  fell  upon  the  light  horse,  and 
especially  the  infantry  of  slaves  or  freed  men,  who 
endured  all  the  fatigue  and  peril  of  the  war. 
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The  emperor  Otho  lost  the  battle.  Thirty  thou- 
sand Germans  are  3at<l  to  be  killed ;  a  number  prob- 
ably exaggerated.  The  custom  then  was  to  load  the 
prisoners  with  chains.  Tlic  counts  of  Flanders  and 
Boologne  were  carried  to  Paris,  with  shackles  on 
tlieir  arms  and  legs.  This  was  a  settled  thcugli  bar- 
barous custom.  Richard  Cccur  de  Lion,  king  of 
England,  said  himself,  that  when  he  was  arrested 
in  Germany,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  they 
loaded  him  with  as  heavy  chains  as  he  could  possibly 
carry. 

With  regard  to  the  consequences  we  do  not  find 
that  the  king  of  France  made  any  conquest  on  the 
side  of  Germany  after  his  victory  at  Bovincs,  but  he 
by  this  success  acquired  much  more  authority  over 
his  vassals. 

Philip  Augustus  sends  to  Frederick  in  Switzer- 
land, whither  he  had  retired,  the  imperial  car  that 
bore  the  German  eagle.  This  was  a  trophy  and  a 
pledge  of  the  empire. 


FREDERICK  11. 

TWENTY -SIXTH   EMPeSOR. 

1214  —  Otho  being  vanquished  and  totally  aban- 
doned, retires  to  Brunswick,  where  he  is  left  in 
peace,  because  he  is  no  longer  formidable.  He  is 
not  deposed,  but  forgotten.  He  is  said  to  have 
become  a  devotee:  the  resource  of  the  unhappy, 
and  the  passion  of  weak  minds.    His  penance  is  said 
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to  have  consisted  in  hU  being  thrown  down  and 
kicked  by  his  kitchcn-oo/s.  as  if  the  kicks  of  a  turn- 
spit could  expiate  the  faiihs  of  a  prince. 

1215  —  Frederick  II.,  emperor  in  consequence  of 
the  victory  at  Bovines,  is  evcr>-whcre  acknowledged. 

During  tlie  troubles  of  Germany,  we  liave  seen 
that  the  Danes  conquered  a  great  deal  of  territory  to 
the  northward  and  eastward  of  tlie  Elbe.  Frederick 
n.  began  by  abandoning  tliesc  lands  by  treaty,  in 
which  Hamburg  is  comprehended.  But,  as  a  disad- 
vanugrous  treaty  is  renounced  on  tlie  first  oppor- 
tunity, he  takes  advantage  of  a  quarrel  betweai 
Otho's  brother,  count  palatine  of  the  RJiiiie.  and 
the  Danes,  receives  Hamburg  into  his  protection, 
and  afterwards  restores  it — a  shameful  beginning 
of  an  illustrious  reign. 

The  second  coronation  of  the  emperor  at  Aix-!a- 
Chapellc.  He  Uisposse^cs  tlic  count  palatine,  and 
the  palatinate  reverts  to  the  house  of  Bavaria,  Wit- 
telabach. 

A  new  Crusade.  The  emperor  takes  the  cross. 
He  must  certainly  have  still  doubted  his  own  power, 
seeing  he  promised  to  Pope  Innocent  III.  that  he 
would  never  reunite  Naples  and  Sicily  to  the  empire, 
but  give  tlieni  to  liis  son  as  soon  as  he  should  be  con- 
secrated at  Rome. 

1316 —  Frederick  II.  remains  in  Germany  with  his 
cross,  and  entertains  more  designs  on  Italy  tlian  on 
Palestine.  In  vain  the  Crusade  is  preached  to  all  Ific 
kioes.    At  this  time  no  prince  set  out  but  Andrew 
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II.,  king  of  Hungary.  That  people,  who  were 
scarcely  Christians,  take  the  cross  against  the  Mus- 
sulmans, wliom  thev  call  infidels. 

1217 — The  Gcnnau  cnisader*  depart,  neverthe- 
less, under  various  chiefs  by  sea  and  land.  Tlie 
fleet  of  the  Low  Countries  beinfj^  dttaiiicd  by  con- 
trary wind.<t,  affords  the  crusaders  another  oppor- 
tunity of  employing  their  arms  usefully  in  Spain. 
They  join  the  Ponugi'ese,  and  defeat  the  Moors. 
That  victory  might  have  been  pursued,  and  Spain 
wholly  delivered,  but  Pope  Honorius  III.,  the  suc- 
cessor of  Innocent,  will  not  allow  it.  The  popes  com- 
manded the  crusaders  as  the  soldiers  of  God,  yet  they 
could  send  llicni  nowhere  but  to  the  Bast.  Men  must 
be  ruled  according  to  their  prejudices,  and  those 
soldiers  of  the  popes  woiUd  not  have  obeyed  them 
elsewhere. 

1218  —  Frederick  11.  had  great  reason  to  postpone 
his  voyage.  The  towns  of  Italy,  and  Milan  in  par- 
ticular, refused  to  acknowledge  a  sovereign,  who 
being  master  of  Germany  and  the  two  Sicilies,  was 
powerful  enough  to  enslave  all  Italy.  Tlicy  still  held 
for  Otho  IV.,  who  lived  obscurely  in  a  comer  of 
Germany.  Acknowledging  him  for  cmiwror  was 
in  fact  declaring  themselves  entirely  free.  Otho  dies 
near  Brunswick,  and  Lombardy  has  no  longer  a 
pretext. 

1219 — A  great  diet  at  Frankfort,  where  Fred- 
erick II.  causes  his  son  Henry,  a  child  of  nine  years, 
by  Constance  of  Aragon,  to  be  elected  king  of  the 
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Romans.  All  those  diets  were  held  io  the  open  field, 
as  they  arc  sttll,  in  Poland. 

The  emperor  renounces  his  right  to  the  movables 
of  deceased  bishops,  and  to  tlie  revenues  of  vacant 
sees.  This  ia  wliat  the  French  call  "h  Regain."  He 
rcoounces  the  right  of  jurisdiction  in  episcopal 
towns,  where  the  ciiiperur  shall  happen  to  be,  unless 
he  there  keeps  his  court.  Almottt  all  the  first  acts  of 
this  prince  are  renunciations. 

1230 —  He  goes  to  Italy  in  quest  of  that  empire, 
which  PredericV  Barbarossa  had  not  been  able  to 
obtain.  Milan  at  first  shuts  her  gates,  as  (o  the 
grandson  of  Barbarossa,  whose  memory  the  Milan- 
ese detested.  He  pockets  the  affront,  and  goes  to 
be  crowned  at  Rome.  Honorius  HI.  at  first  demands 
that  the  emperor  will  confirm  him  in  the  possession 
of  several  territories  of  the  countess  Mathilda.  To 
these  Frederick  adds  the  territory  of  Fondi.  The 
pope  desires  him  to  renew  his  oath  to  go  to  the 
Holy  Land;  the  emperor  renews  that  oath,  after 
which  he  is  crowned  with  all  tlie  ceremonies,  whether 
humble  or  humbling,  of  his  predecessor.  He  like- 
wise signalizes  his  coronation  by  bloody  edicts 
against  heretics.  Not  that  heresy  was  then  known 
ill  Geniiany,  where  ignorance  reigned,  with  courage 
and  disorder,  but  the  inquisition  had  been  established 
on  account  of  the  Atbtgenaes ;  and  the  emperor,  to 
please  the  pope,  issued  those  cruel  edicts,  by  which 
the  children  of  heretics  are  excluded  from  the  suc- 
cession of  their  fathers. 
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These  laws,  confirmed  by  the  pope,  were  visibly 
dictated  in  order  to  justify  the  seizure  01  the  estates 
takcD  by  tlie  Qiurch,  and  by  force  of  anns,  from  the 
bouse  of  Toulouse  in  the  war  of  the  Albigenses. 
The  counts  of  Toulouse  had  a  gi'eat  many  fiefs  of 
the  empire.  Frederick  was  absolutely  resolved  to 
please  the  pope.  Such  laws  were  neither  of  a  piece 
with  his  age  or  character.  Could  they  possibly  have 
been  suggested  by  his  chancellor,  Peter  de  Vineis, 
who  is  accused  of  having  written  the  pretended  book 
of  the  three  impostors,  or  at  least  of  having  harbored 
the  opinion  which  the  title  of  the  book  implies? 

1221-24 — During  these  years  Frederick  did  things 
more  wortliy  of  remembrance.  He  embclHslied  and 
aggrandized  Naples,  made  it  tJie  metropolis  of  the 
kingdom,  and  in  a  little  time  it  becomes  the  most 
populous  town  in  Italy.  There  were  still  a  number 
of  Saracens  in  Sicily,  and  they  frequently  bad 
recourse  to  arms.  He  transports  them  to  Lucera  In 
Apulia,  hence  that  town  actiuired  the  name  of  Lu- 
cera. or  Nocera  <Ec  fagani. 

The  academy  or  university  of  Naples  is  estab- 
lished, and  flourishes.  There  the  law  is  taught,  and 
the  Lombard  law.<i  gradually  give  way  to  the  Roman 
taw. 

The  design  of  Frederick  II.  seems  to  have  been 
to  reside  in  Italy.  One  is  attached  to  one's  native 
country:  his  was  already  embellished;  and  that  the 
most  delightful  country  of  Europe.  lie  spends  fif- 
teen years  without  going  to  Germany.    Why  should 
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he  have  so  much  fiatleretl  ihc  popes,  and  respected 
the  towns  of  Italy,  if  he  had  not  conceived  the  idea 
of  establishing  a(  last  the  scat  of  the  empire  at 
Rome?  Was  not  that  the  only  way  of  extricating 
himself  from  that  equivocal  situation  in  which  all 
the  emperors  reigned?  —  a  situation  become  still 
more  perplexing,  since  the  emperor  was  at  once  king 
of  Napks,  and  vas^l  of  the  holy  see.  and  had  prom- 
ised to  dismember  Maples  and  Sicily  from  the 
empire.  All  this  confusion  would  have  been  at  last 
unravelled,  liad  the  emperor  been  master  of  Italy. 
but  destiny  otherwise  ordained. 

It  likewise  appears  that  the  pope's  great  design 
was  to  rid  his  hands  of  Frederick,  by  sending-  him 
to  the  Holy  Land.  In  order  to  accomplish  this 
design  he  had.  after  tlic  death  of  Constance  of  Ara- 
gon.  persuaded  him  to  marry  one  of  tlic  pretended 
heiresses  of  the  kingdom  of  Jcrtisalem,  which  had 
been  long  lost.  John  of  Bricnnc.  who  assumed  the 
empty  title  of  king  of  Jerusalem,  founded  on  his 
mother's  claim,  gave  his  daughter,  Jolanda,  or  Vio- 
lanle.  in  marriage  to  Frederick,  wilh  Jerusalem  as 
her  dower  — in  other  words,  almost  nothing  at  all — 
and  Frederick  married  her  because  slie  was  hand- 
some, and  he  chose  to  please  the  pope.  Since  that 
time,  the  kings  of  Sicily  have  always  taken  the  title 
of  king  of  Jerusalem.  Frederick  was  in  no  hurry  to 
go  and  conquer  bis  wife's  jtortion,  which  consisted 
only  of  a  claim  to  a  smalt  maritime  territory,  still 
possessed  by  the  Christians  in  Syria. 
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1225  —  During  the  preceding,  and  m  ttie  follow- 
ing years,  young  Henry,  ilie  enipcror's  son,  resided 
constantly  in  Germany.  A  great  revolution  happens 
in  Denmark,  and  in  all  the  provinces  that  border  on 
the  Bailie.  The  Uauisli  king,  Waldeniar.  had  nude 
[luinself  master  of  those  provinces  which  were  inhab- 
Ltted  by  the  weMem  Slavs  and  the  Vandals.  From 
I  Hamburg  to  Damzic,  and  from  Danlzic  to  RcveU 
'ibc  whole  country  acknowledged  Waldcmar. 

A  count  of  Schwerin,  in  Mecklenburg,  who  bad 

jme  vassal  to  that  king,  forms  the  design  of  car- 

Hrying  off  Waldemar,  and  tlie  hereditary  prince,  hia 

ton,  and  this  design  he  executes  at  a  hunting-match, 

May  33,  1333. 

The  king  of  Denmark  being  prisoner,  implores 
llic  assistance  of  Pupe  Honorius  III.,  who  com- 
mands the  count  of  Schwerin  and  the  uOier  German 
kirds  who  were  concerned  in  this  entcrpriic  lo  set 
the  king  and  his  son  at  liberty.  The  popes  pretended 
lo  have  bestowed  the  crown  of  Denmark,  as  well  as 
those  of  Poland  and  Bohemia.  The  emperors  like- 
wiiie  pretended  to  have  bestowed  it.  The  popes  and 
eniperors.  who  were  not  masters  in  Rome,  always 
disputed  the  right  of  making  kings  at  the  extremity 
of  Europe.  They  paid  no  regard  to  the  command 
of  Honorius.  The  knights  of  the  Teutonic  order 
join  the  bishop  of  Riga  in  Livonia,  and  make  them- 
selves masters  of  part  of  the  coast  of  the  Baltic. 

Liibeck  and  Hamburg  rc-cnjny  their  liberty  and 
rights.    Waldemar  and  his  son.  after  having  been 
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stripped  of  almost  all  they  had  in  that  country,  are 
set  at  liberty,  in  consequence  o(  giving  a  very  large 
ransom. 

Here  we  find  a  new  power  insensibly  estabUshe<l — 
that  is,  the  Teutonic  order,  which  has  already  a 
grand  master,  together  with  fiefs  in  Germany,  and 
conqaers  tcrrilories  lying  on  the  Baltic. 

13a6— This  grand  master  of  the  Teutonic  order 
solicits  in  Germany  new  aid  for  Palestine.  Pope 
Honorius  presses  the  emperor  to  leave  Italy  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  go  and  acconiplish  his  vow  in  Syria. 
It  must  be  obsei^cd  that  there  was  at  this  time  a 
truce  of  nine  years  existing  between  the  sultan  of 
Egypt  and  the  crusaders.  Frederick  II,  therefore 
liad  no  vow  to  accomplish.  He  promises  to  main* 
tain  knights  in  Palestine  and  is  not  excommunicated. 
He  ought  to  have  established  himself  in  Lomhardy, 
and  afterwards  in  Rome,  rather  than  in  Palestine. 
The  Lombard  towns  had  time  to  enter  into  an  asso- 
ciation.  They  were  called  the  confederate  towns. 
Milan  and  Bologna  were  at  their  head,  and  they 
were  no  longer  considered  as  subjects,  but  as  vas- 
sals of  the  empire,  Frederick  H.  was  desirous  of 
attaching  them  to  him  at  least,  and  this  was  a  diffi- 
cult task.  He  convokes  a  diet  at  Cremona,  and  sum- 
mons the  Italian  and  German  noblemen  to  attend. 

The  pope,  fearing  the  emperor  would  assume  too 
much  authority  in  this  diet,  involves  him  in  affairs 
in  Naples.  He  appoints  bishops  to  five  vacant  sees 
in  that  kingdom  without  consalting  Frederick.    He 
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forbids  several  towns  and  noblemen  to  go  to  the 
assembly  at  Cremona.  He  supports  the  rights  of  the 
associated  towns,  and  makes  himself  defender  of  the 
Italic  liberty. 

1227 — A  fine  triumph  for  Honorius  III.;  the 
emperor  havuig  put  Milan  10  tlie  ban  of  the  empire. 
and  transferred  to  Naples  the  university  of  Bologna, 
admits  the  pope  as  judge.  All  the  towns  submit  to 
his  decision,  The  pope,  as  umpire  between  the 
emperor  and  Italy,  pronounces  sentence;  "  We 
decree  that  the  emperor  shall  forpet  his  resentment 
af^inst  all  the  towns,  and  wc  decree  that  the  towns 
shall  furnish  and  maintain  four  hundred  knights  for 
the  assistance  of  the  Holy  Land,  during  the  term  of 
two  years." 

This  was  a  declaration  worthy  at  once  of  a  sov- 
ereign and  pontiff.  Having  determined  in  this  man- 
ner between  Italy  and  the  emperor,  he  fits  as  judge  of 
Waldemar,  king  of  Denmark,  who  had  taken  an  oath 
to  pay  the  rest  of  his  ransom  to  the  German  lords, 
and  sworn  that  he  would  never  retake  what  he  had 
ytctded.  The  pope  absolves  him  of  an  oath  taken  in 
prison  and  on  compulsion.  Waldemar  re-enters  llol- 
stein.  but  is  defeated.  His  nephew,  the  lord  of 
Lunchnrg  and  Brunswick,  who  fights  for  him,  is 
taken  prisoner;  nor  is  he  released  until  he  has 
yielded  up  some  territories.  All  these  expeditions 
are  still  civil  wars.    Germany  is  for  some  time  quiet. 

laaS — Honorius  III.,  dying,  and  Gregory  IX., 
brother  of  Innocent  III.,  succeeding,  the  politics  of 
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the  pontificate  continued  the  same ;  but  the  humor 
of  the  new  ixinlifT  was  more  haughty.  He  hastens 
the  Cntsade,  and  presses  the  so-oftcn  promised 
departure  of  Frederick  II.  He  thought  he  must 
send  that  prince  to  Jerusalem,  in  order  to  prevent 
liis  coming  to  Rome.  This  spirit  of  tlie  times  made 
people  look  on  that  prince's  vow  as  an  indispensable 
duty.  Upon  the  first  delay  of  the  emi>cror,  he  is 
excommunicated  by  the  pope.  Frederick  still  dis- 
sembles his  resentment,  excuses  himself,  prepares 
im  ilvet,  and  excels  of  each  lief  of  Sicily  and  Naples 
eight  ounces  of  gold  for  his  voyage :  even  the  eccle- 
siastics supply  him  with  money,  notwitlislanding  the 
prohibition  o(  the  |K>pe.  At  length  he  embarks  at 
Brtndisi,  though  his  excommunication  is  not  taken 
off. 

I22g  —  ^Vhat  step  does  Gregory  IX.  take  while 
tlie  emperor  goe&to  tlie  Holy  Laiul?  He  takes  advan- 
tage of  that  prince's  liaving  neglected  hi$  absolution, 
or  rather  of  his  contempt  for  the  excommunicationt 
and  joins  with  the  Milanese,  and  the  other  confeder- 
ate towns,  in  order  to  wrest  from  him  the  kingdom 
of  Naples,  which  he  was  afraid  would  be  incorpo- 
rated with  ilic  empire. 

Rinaldo,  duke  of  Spoleto  and  vicar  of  the  kii^- 
dom.  takes  the  marcli  of  Anoona  from  the  pope. 
Then  his  holiness  preaches  a  crusade  in  Italy,  even 
against  Frederick  H.,  whom  he  had  sent  upon  a  cru- 
sade to  tlic  Holy  Land. 

He  sends  an  order  to  the  titular  patriarch  of  Jem- 
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salem,  residing  a1  I'tolcmais,  not  to  acknowledge  the 
emperor.  Krrticrick.  still  dissembling,  concludes 
with  Mclescala,  whom  we  call  Meledin,  sullan  of 
Egypt  and  master  of  Syria,  a  treaty  by  which  the 
aim  of  his  crusade  seems  to  have  been  fulfilled.  Tlie 
sukan  cedes  Jerusalem  to  him,  with  some  small  mari- 
time towns  of  which  the  Christians  were  still  in  pos- 
session; but  upon  condition  that  he  shall  not  reside 
at  Jerusalem;  that  the  mosques  built  in  those  holy 
places  shall  subsist,  and  tliai  there  shall  be  always  an 
emir  in  the  city.  Frederick  is  supposed  to  have  had 
some  collusion  with  the  sultan,  in  order  to  deceive 
the  pope.  He  goes  to  Jeriisalem  with  a  very  small 
escort  and  there  crowns  himself,  for  no  prelate 
would  crown  a  person  who  was  excommunicated. 
He  soon  returns  to  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  where 
his  presence  was  much  wanted. 

1230 — He  finds  in  the  territory  of  Capua  hi» 
brother-in-law.  John  de  Brienne,  at  the  head  of  the 
papal  crusade.  The  pope's  crusaders,  who  were 
called  Guelphs,  bore  the  sipi  of  the  cross-keys  on 
the  shoulders — whereas  the  emiicror's  crusaders, 
who  were  called  Ghibellincs,  wore  the  cress.  The 
keys  fled  before  the  cross. 

All  Italy  was  in  combustion,  and  peace  being 
greatly  wanted,  was  made  July  23,  at  San  Ger- 
mane. All  that  the  emperor  got  was  absolution. 
He  consents  that,  for  the  future,  all  benefices  shall 
be  given  by  election  in  Sicily;  that  no  clerk,  within 
his  two  kingdoms,  shall  be  brought  before  a  lay- 
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judge ;  that  all  ecclesiastical  esutes  shall  be 
exempted  from  taxes ;  and,  in  fine,  he  gives  money 
to  the  pope. 

1231  — Hitherto  Frederick  II.,  who  is  painted  a» 
the  most  dangerous,  seems  to  liavc  been  the  most 
patient  of  men;  but  It  is  pretended  that  his  son  was 
ready  to  rcl>cl  in  Germany,  and  that  thi^  considera- 
tion made  the  father  so  flexible  in  Italy. 

1232-34  —  It  is  vcrj-  clear  that  the  emperor's  sole 
design  in  staying  so  long  in  Italy  was  to  found  a  true 
Roman  empire.  Master  as  he  was  in  Naples  and 
Sicily,  if  he  had  assumed  the  atitliority  of  the  Othos 
in  Lombardy  he  must  have  been  master  also  in 
Rome.  This  was  his  only  crime  in  the  eyes  of  the 
popes,  and  those  popes  who  persecuted  him  with 
such  violence  were  always  regarded  by  part  of  Italy 
as  the  supporters  of  the  nation.  The  party  of  the 
Guclphs  was  that  of  liberty.  In  such  circumstances 
Frederick  ought  to  have  had  large  treasures,  and  a 
great  and  welt-disciplined  army  always  on  foot. 
This  is  what  he  never  had.  Otlio  IV.,  much  less 
powerful  than  be,  had  an  army  of  near  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  men  in  the  field  against  the  king 
of  France,  but  he  did  not  keep  it  in  pay,  and  it  was 
a  transient  effort  of  vassals  and  allies  united  for  a 
moment. 

Frederick  might  have  caused  his  vassals  to  march 
from  Germany  to  Italy.  Pope  Gregory  IX.  is  said 
to  have  prevented  this  scheme  by  exciting  Henry, 
king  of  the  Romans,  to  revolt  against  his  father,  as 
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Gregory  Vli.,  Urban  II.,  and  Faschal  11.  bad  anned 
the  children  of  Henry  IV. 

The  king  of  the  Romans  at  first  engages  in  his 
party  several  towns  along^  the  Rhine  and  the  Danube. 
The  duke  of  Austria  declares  in  his  favor.  Milan, 
Bologna,  and  uther  towns  of  Italy  engage  in  that 
party  against  ihc  emperor. 

3235  —  Frederick  II.  at  length  returns  to  Ger- 
many after  an  absence  of  fifteen  years.  The  mar- 
quis of  Ba<len  defeats  the  rebels.  Young  Henry 
comes  and  throws  himself  at  his  father's  feet  in  the 
great  diet  in  Mentz.  It  is  in  these  famous  diets, 
these  parliaments  of  princes,  where  the  emperors 
preside  in  person,  that  the  greatest  affairs  of  Europe 
are  always  treated  of  with  ihc  utmost  solemnity. 
The  emperor,  in  this  memorable  diet  in  Mentz, 
deposes  his  son,  Henry,  king  of  the  Romans,  and 
dreading  the  fate  of  Louts  the  Weak,  surnamed 
"Le  Dfbortnaire,"  as  well  as  tliat  of  the  courageous 
and  too  easy  Henry  IV.,  he  condemns  his  rebellious 
son  to  perpetual  imprisonment.  He  in  that  diet 
secures  the  duchy  of  Brunswick  to  the  house  of 
Guelph,  in  whose  possession  it  still  remains.  He 
solemnly  receives  the  canon  law  published  by  Greg- 
ory TV.,  and  orders  llie  decrees  of  the  empire,  for 
the  6rat  time,  to  be  published  in  the  German  lan- 
guage, though  he  himself  did  not  love  that  tongue, 
but  cultivated  the  romance  to  which  the  Italian 
succeeded. 

1336  —  He  gives  it  in  charge  to  the  king  of 
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Bohemia,  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  and  some  bishops, 
who  were  enemies  (o  the  duke  of  Austria,  to  make 
war  on  that  duke,  as  vassals  of  the  empire,  who 
maintain  its  rights  against  rebels. 

He  returns  to  Lombardy.  though  with  a  few 
troops,  consequently  can  undertake  no  effectual 
expedition.  Some  towns,  as  Vicenza  and  Verona, 
being'  abandoned  to  phinder,  render  him  more  odious 
to  the  Guelphs,  without  making  him  more  powerful. 

1*37  —  I^c  comes  to  Austria,  which  was  defended 
by  the  Hungarians.  He  subdues  it ;  founds  a  uni- 
versity at  Vienna ;  confirms  the  privileges  of  some 
imperial  towns,  such  as  Ratisbon  and  Btrasburg; 
causes  his  son,  Conrad,  to  be  acknowledged  king  of 
tlic  Romans,  in  the  room  of  Henry:  and  at  length, 
after  this  success  in  Germany,  thinks  himself  strong 
enough  to  accomplish  his  grand  scheme  of  subduing 
Italy.  Thither  he  (lies,  takes  Mantua,  and  defeats 
the  army  of  die  confederates. 

The  pope,  who  now  saw  him  making  long  strides 
towards  the  execution  of  his  great  design,  makes  a 
diversion  through  the  affairs  of  the  Church;  and, 
under  pretence  that  the  emperor  had  caused  clerks  to 
be  tried  in  lay-courts,  excites  all  Italy  against  him, 
and  the  Church  excites  the  people. 

1238-39 — Frederick  II.  had  a  basurd.  called 
Enziu-s,  whom  he  had  made  king  of  Sardinia; 
another  pretext  for  the  pontiff,  who  pretended  that 
Sardinia  held  of  the  holy  sec. 

This  was  still  Pope  GTegor>-  IX.    The  different 
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names  of  the  popes  never  make  any  alteration  in  the 
state  of  affairs:  it  is  always  (he  same  quarrel  and 
the  same  spirit.  Grtgory  IX.  aolciimly  exconimuni- 
cales  the  emperor  twice  in  passion  week.  They  write 
bitterly  a^inst  each  other.  TIic  pope  accuses  the 
emperor  of  having  affirmed  that  mankind  had  been 
deceived  by  three  impostors,  Moses,  Jesus  Christ, 
and  Mahomet.  Frederick  calls  Gregory  Antichrist, 
Balaam,  and  the  Prince  of  Darkness. 

The  emperor's  patience  was  at  length  exhausted, 
and  he  believed  himself  powerful.  The  Dominicans 
and  Franciscans,  the  spiritual  militia  of  the  pope, 
lately  established,  are  expelled  from  Naples  and 
Sicily.  The  Benedictines  of  Monte  Cassino  share  the 
same  fate,  no  more  tlian  eight  being  left  to  do  duty ; 
and  the  popt's  letters  are  forbidden  to  be  received 
in  the  two  kingdums  on  pain  ut  death. 

All  these  proceedings  tend  more  and  more  to 
inflame  the  factions  of  the  Guclphs  and  GhibcUines. 
Venice  and  Genoa  join  the  towns  of  Lombardy.  The 
emperor  marches  against  them,  and  is  defeated  by 
the  Milanese.  This  is  the  third  signal  victory  by 
which  the  Milanese  have  supported  their  liberty 
against  the  emperors. 

1240  —  There  is  now  no  room  to  negotiate,  as  the 
emperor  had  always  done.  He  augments  his  troops 
and  marches  to  Rome,  where  there  was  a  strong 
party  of  Qiibellines.  Gregory  IX.  exposes  the  heads 
of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul;  harangues  the  people  in 
their  name;   inflames  their  minds;   and  profits  by 
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thai  moment  of  enthusiasm  10  make  a  crusade 
against  the  emperor. 

That  prince  linding  it  impracticable  to  enter  Rome 
goes  and  ravages  the  Beneventine,  Such  was  the 
power  of  the  popes  in  Europe;  and  the  name  of 
"  crusade "  -was  become  so  ucred,  that  the  pope 
obuins  a  twentieth  of  the  ecclesiastical  revenues  in 
France,  and  a  fifth  in  England  for  his  crusade 
against  the  emperor. 

He  offers  by  his  legates  the  imperial  crown  to 
Robert  d'Anois,  brother  of  St.  Louis.  He  says,  in 
his  letter  to  the  king  and  baronage  of  France :  "  We 
have  condemned  Fretlerick,  who  calls  himself 
emperor,  and  deprived  him  of  the  empire.  We  have 
elected  in  his  place  Prince  Robert,  the  king's  brother, 
whom  we  will  support  with  all  our  power,  and  by  all 
kinds  of  means." 

This  indiscreet  offer  was  refused.  Some  histo- 
rians say,  in  quoting  Matthew  Paris,  the  barons  of 
France  answered  that  it  was  enough  for  Robert 
d'Artois  to  be  brother  of  a  king  who  was  above 
the  emperor.  They  even  pretend  that  the  ambassa- 
dors of  Louis  said  the  same  thing,  in  the  same  terms, 
to  Frederick.  But  it  is  by  no  means  probable  that 
they  would  make  such  an  indecent,  rude  answer,  so 
little  founded  on  truth,  and  which  could  be  of  no 
signification. 

The  answer  of  the  barons  of  France,  as  Matthew 
Paris  relates  it,  is  not  more  likely.  The  chief  of 
those  barons  were  all  the  bishops  of  the  kingdom. 
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Kcw  is  it  very  probable  that  all  the  barons  and  alt 
the  bishops,  in  tlie  time  of  St.  Louis,  should  make 
this  reply  to  the  pope :  "  Tantum  religiottu  in  Papa 
non  im-emmus,  qui  cum  dtbuit  promovisse,  et  Deo 
mUitanUm  prottxitjc,  eum  conaiuj  est  absentcm  con- 
fundere  et  nequitcr  supplantare."  "  Wc  do  not 
fimi  so  much  religion  in  the  pope,  who  ought  to  have 
promoted  and  protected  him  as  a  soldier  of  God: 
whereas  he  tiaih  endeavored  to  confound  and 
wickedly  supplant  him  in  his  absence." 

A  reader  endowed  with  the  least  share  of  com- 
mon sense  will  see  that  a  nation  in  a  body  could  nor 
return  such  an  insolent  answer  to  the  pope  who 
offered  them  the  empire.  How  could  the  bishops 
write  to  the  pope  that  the  unbelieving  Frederick 
II.  had  more  religion  that  his  holiness?  This  should 
teach  us  to  distrust  those  historians  who  erect  theii 
Own  private  notions  into  public  monuments. 

1241  — About  this  time  the  people  of  Great  Tar- 
tar)*  threatened  the  rest  of  the  world.  That  vast 
reservoir  of  bnital  and  warlike  men  had  vomited 
its  inundations  over  almost  our  whole  hemisphere 
from  the  fifth  century  of  the  Christian  era.  Part 
of  those  conquerors  had  come  and  wrested  Palestine 
from  the  sultan  of  Egypt,  and  the  small  ntmiber  of 
Christians  who  still  remained  in  that  country.  More 
wutiderable  hordes  of  Tartars  under  Batu  Khan, 
grandson  of  Genghis  Khan,  had  been  as  far  as  Po- 
land and  Hungary. 

The  Hungarians,  mixed  with  ilie  Huns,  formerly 
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countrymen  of  those  Tartars,  had  been  vanquished 
by  the  newcomers.  This  torrent  had  spread  in  Dal- 
matia,  and  thus  extended  its  ravages  {rom  Pekin  to 
the  frontiers  of  Gennany.  Was  this  a  time  for  a 
pope  to  excommunicate  the  emperor  and  assemble 
a  council  to  depose  him  ? 

Gregory  IX.  convokes  tlut  council.  One  can 
scarce  conceive  how  he  could  propose  to  the 
emperor  to  make  a  total  cession  of  the  empire  and 
all  his  dominions  to  the  holy  sec,  as  the  only  effec- 
tual means  of  a  rcconcihation.  The  pope,  never- 
theless, makes  this  proposal.  What  must  have  been 
the  spirit  of  an  age  in  which  these  proposals  were 
made? 

1242  —  The  eastern  part  of  Germany  is  delivered 
from  iIk  Tartars,  who  retreat  like  wild  beasts  after 
they  have  .seized  their  prey.  Gregory  TX.  and  his  suc- 
cessor, Celestine  IV.,  dying  ahnost  in  the  same  year, 
and  the  holy  see  having  been  long  vacant,  it  is  sur- 
prising that  the  emperor  should  press  the  Romans, 
even  at  the  head  of  an  army,  to  elect  a  new  pope. 
One  would  think  it  was  for  hts  interest  tlut  the  chair 
of  his  enemies  should  not  be  filled,  but  the  motives 
that  influenced  the  politics  of  those  times  are  very 
little  known.  Certain  it  is,  Frederick  11.  must  have 
been  a  wise  prince,  feeling  that  in  those  times  of 
trouble  Germany  and  his  kingdom  of  Naples  and 
Sicily  were  in  tranquilUtj-. 

1243  —  The  cardinals,  assembled  at  Agnana,  elect 
Cardinal  Ftesco,  a  Genoese  of  the  family  of  the 


FrcdericJc  H. 


HJ 


counts  of  Lavagna,  attached  to  the  emperor,  who 
says:  ■■  Fiesco  was  my  friend;  the  pope  will  be 
my  enemy." 

1344.  —  Fiesco,  known  by  the  name  of  Inno- 
cent IV.,  does  not  proceed  so  far  as  to  demand  that 
Frederick  II.  would  yield  the  empire  to  him,  but 
he  demands  the  restitution  o(  all  the  towns  of  the 
ecclesiastical  state,  and  of  the  countess  Mathilda, 
and  insists  on  the  emperor's  doing  homage  for 
Naples  and  Sicily. 

1245  — Innocent  IV.,  on  the  emperor's  refusal, 
assembles  in  Lyons  the  council  summoned  by  Greg- 
ory IX.  This  is  the  thirteenth  general  council.  It 
may  be  asked  why  this  council  was  held  in  an  impe- 
rial town?  Thi»  town  was  protected  by  France; 
the  ardibishop  was  a  prince,  and  in  those  provinces 
the  emperor  had  notliing  else  than  the  vain  title  of 
"  Lord  Paramount" 

There  were  but  one  hundred  and  forty  bishops 
at  this  general  council,  but  it  was  adorned  with  the 
presence  of  several  princes,  especially  of  Baldwin 
de  Courtenai,  emperor  of  Constantinople,  who  was 
placed  on  the  pope's  right  hand.  That  monarch 
was  come  to  ask  favors,  which  he  did  not  obtain. 

Frederick  did  not  neglect  to  send  ambassadors 
for  his  defence  at  this  council,  where  he  was  to  be 
accused.  Innocent  IV.  pronounced  against  him  two 
long  harangues  in  the  first  two  sesiions.  A  monk 
of  the  order  of  Gteaux.  bishop  of  Carniola,  near 
Garillan,  who  was  expelled  from  the  kingdom  of 
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order  the  electors  to  clioose  zaotbcr  emperor,  and 
I  save  to  myself   the   disposal  of  the   kingdom  of 
Sicily." 

After  having'  pronounced  this  sentence,  he  chtrn- 
j.ders  a  Te  D<um,  as  it  is  now  pcrfomKd  after  a 
.Tictory.     The  emperor  was  in  Turin,  which  then 
bclon^d  to  the  marquis  of  Su&a.     He  calls  for  the 
imperial  crown,  which  the  emperors  always  carried 
.about  with  them,  and  setting  it  on  his  head,  says: 
'The  pope  has  not  yet  deprived  me  of  this,  and 
before  he  does,  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  blood- 
shed."   He  sends  a  circular  letter  to  alt  the  Chris- 
tian princes :  "  I  am  not  the  first,"  said  he,  "  whom 
the  clergy  have  treated  in  such  an  unworthy  tnan- 
ner,  and  I  shall  not  be  the  last.    You  arc  the  cause 
of  all  this,  in  obeying  those  liypocrites  whose  bound- 
less ambition  you  know.    What  a  number  of  infa- 
mous practices  will  you  not  discover  in  Rome,  at 
■which  human  nature  must  shudder?  "  etc. 

1246  —  The  pope  writes  to  the  duke  of  Austria, 
expelled  from  his  dominions,  to  the  dukes  of  Sax* 
ony,  Bavaria,  and  Brabant,  to  the  archbishops  of 
Cologne,  Trier,  and  Mentz,  and  to  the  bishops  of 
Strasburg  and  Spires,  onlering  them  to  elect  for 
emperor,  Henry,  landgrave  of  Thuringia.  The 
dukes  refuse  to  come  to  the  diet  convoked  at  VViirK- 
burg,  and  the  bishops  crown  their  Tlmringian,  whom 
they  call  the  "  King  of  Priests." 

Here  arc  two  important  circumstances  to  be 
observed:    First,  it  is  plain  the  electors  were  not 
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seven  in  number;  secondly,  Conrad,  the  eraperor*& 
son.  king  of  the  Romans,  was  comprehended  in  the 
excommunication  of  his  fattier,  and  divested  of  all 
his  rights  as  a  heretic,  according  to  the  law  of  the 
popes  and  that  of  his  own  father,  who  had  published 
it  at  a  lime  when  he  wanted  to  ingratiate  himself 
with  the  popes. 

Conrad  supports  his  father's  cause  and  his  own. 
He  gives  battle  to  the  Icing  of  the  priests  near  Frank- 
fort, but  is  worsted.  The  Landgrave  of  Thurinpa 
dies  in  besieging  Ulm,  but  the  imperial  schism  does 
not  end. 

It  was  probably  in  this  year  that  Frederick  II., 
having  but  too  many  enemies,  reconciles  himself  to 
the  duke  of  Austria,  and  in  order  to  attach  htm  to 
his  interest,  bestows  on  htm  and  his  descendants  the 
title  of  king,  by  a  patent  still  preserved  at  Vienna. 
This  patent  is  without  a  date.  It  is  very  strange 
that  the  dukes  of  Austria  never  made  use  of  it.  In 
all  tikclibooil  the  princes  of  the  empire  opposed  this 
new  title  bestowed  by  an  excommunicated  emperor, 
whom  one-hail  oi  Germany  began  to  renounce. 

1347  —  IniHKmt  IV.  offers  the  empire  to  several 
ptitKes,  Alt  refuse  so  tempestuous  a  dignity.  It 
is  accepted  by  one  William,  coimi  of  Holland,  a 
young  n^>bleman  twenty  years  of  age.  The  greatest 
put  of  Geruiany  does  not  acknowledge  him;  it  ii 
the  pope's  Irjjatr  who  appoints  this  emperor  at 
CulogtYe,  and  invests  liim  with  the  order  of  knight- 
hood. 
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1248  —  Two  factions  are  fonned  in  Germany,  as 
violent  as  those  of  the  Guclphs  and  Ghibellincs  in 
Jtftly.  One  sticks  to  Frederick  and  his  son  Con- 
rad, the  other  adheres  to  the  new  kinjr,  William. 
This  is  what  the  pope  wanted.  WiUiam  is  crowned 
at  Aix-Ia-Chapellc  by  the  archbishop  of  Cologne. 
The  festivals  that  attended  this  coronation  are  blood- 
shed on  every  hand,  and  towns  reduced  to  ashes. 

1249  —  The  emperor  is  now  no  more  in  Italy  than 
the  chief  of  a  faction  in  a  civil  war.  His  son  Enzio, 
whom  wc  call  Enzius,  is  defeated  by  the  Poles,  falls 
into  their  hands  as  a  prisoner,  and  his  father  cannot 
obtain  his  liberty  even  for  money. 

Another  fatal  adventure  disturbs  the  last  days  of 
Frederick  II.,  provided  the  adventure  be  such  as  is 
related.  His  famous  chancellor,  Peter  de  Vint'is.  or 
rather  dc  la  Vigna,  his  counsellor,  his  oracle,  and 
friend  of  thirty  years'  standing,  restorer  of  the  laws 
in  Italy,  is  said  to  have  attempted  to  poison  him  by 
the  hands  of  his  physician.  Historians  differ  about 
the  year  of  this  event,  and  that  difference  may  create 
some  suspicion.  Is  it  credible  that  the  first  magis- 
trate in  Europe,  a  venerable  old  man,  should  hatch 
sadi  an  abominable  treason  ?  and  for  what  reason  ? 
to  please  the  pope,  who  was  his  enemy.  Where 
could  he  hope  for  a  more  considerable  fortime? 
What  better  |X)st  could  the  physician  have  than  that 
of  being  physician  to  the  emperor? 

Certain  it  is,  Peter  dc  Vincis  had  his  eyes  put  out. 
This  is  not  the  punishment  of  one  who  pcHsons  his 
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master.  Several  Itzli&a  authors  pretend  that  a 
court  intrigue  was  the  cause  o(  his  di^racc,  and 
provoked  Frederick  II.  to  this  cruelty,  and  the 
account  is  very  probaLIe. 

1250 — Meanwhile,  Frederick  makes  another 
effort  in  Lombardy.  He  even  orders  some  troops  to 
pass  the  Alps,  and  alarms  the  pope,  who  was  still 
at  Lyons  under  the  protection  of  St.  Louis :  for  thai 
king  of  France,  while  he  blamed  the  excesses  of  the 
pope,  respected  his  person  and  his  council.  This 
was  Frederick's  last  expedition. 

1251 — He  dies  December  17.  Some  believe  he 
felt  remorse  for  the  treatment  he  had  given  to  Pclcr 
dc  Vincis,  but  it  apixars  by  bis  will  that  he  repented 
of  nothing  he  had  done.  His  life  and  death  make  a 
very  important  era  m  history.  Of  all  the  emperors 
he  was  the  man  who  endeavored  mast  to  establish 
the  empire  in  Italy,  and  who  succeeded  least,  pos- 
sessing all  the  re(]uisites  for  success. 

The  popes,  who  would  have  no  masters,  and  the 
towns  of  Locnbardy,  which  so  often  defended  their 
liberty  against  a  master,  prevented  the  possibility 
of  there  being  a  Roman  emperor, 

Sicily,  but  cspedalty  Naples,  was  his  favorite 
kingilom.  fie  increased  and  embellished  Naples 
and  Capua,  built  Alitca,  Mooteleone,  Flagella, 
Dondona,  Aquila,  and  several  other  towns;  founded 
universities,  and  adtivated  the  liberal  arts  in  those 
climates  where  the  fruit  seems  to  come  spontaneous, 
and  one  cireumslance  that  endeared  his  native  ootm- 
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try  to  him  was  that  he  himself  was  the  legislator 
of  it.  In  spite  of  his  understanding,  courage,  appli- 
cation, and  labors,  he  was  ver>'  unfortunate,  and  his 
death  produced  still  greater  misfortunes. 


CONRAD  IV. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  BUPEBOK. 

Conrad  IV,.  son  of  Frederick  II.,  has  a  better  title 
to  be  ranked  among  the  emperors  than  those  who 
are  placed  between  the  descendants  of  Charlemagne 
and  the  Othos.  He  had  hcen  twice  crowned  king 
of  the  Romans.  lie  succeeded  a  respectable  father, 
and  William,  count  of  Holland,  his  competitor,  who 
was  likewise  called  the  King  of  tlie  Priests,  as  well 
as  the  I-andgra%'e  of  Tburingia.  had  no  other  right 
than  the  pope's  order  and  tlie  suffrages  of  some 
bishops. 

Cbrrad  at  first  suffers  a  defeat  near  Oppcnheim, 
but  still  supports  himself.  He  forces  his  competi- 
tor to  quit  Germany.  He  goes  to  Lyons  to  visit 
Pope  Innocent  IV.,  who  confirms  him  king  of  the 
Romans,  and  promises  to  give  him  the  imperial 
crown  at  Rome. 

It  was  becoming  usual  to  preach  crusades  against 
Christian  princes.  The  pope  ordered  one  to  be 
preached  in  Germany  against  Emperor  Conrad  and 
another  in  Italy,  against  Manfredo,  or  Mainfroy, 
natural  son  of  Frederick  11.,  at  that  time  faithful 
to  his  brother  and  the  last  will  of  his  father. 
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N'apla  and  Sidly  ia  the  obok  w  CooBari 
pDfK  cauicd  Naplcft  sad  Sfaacm  lo  mok 

fPTfT*    CoonxQ  uttfuics  cliitbcr*  ^mo  sc^bb  feD 
GcfiBUij  lo  his  rivaJ.  Wilham.  that  he  oicfc 
nooDd  hif  brother,  MaitiiTo^,  *g*"'^  the 
of  ihe  pope. 

tZ52— Dttrinfr  that  time  Willtua  of  HoOnad 
esUMUhcs  bimKlf  in  Gennanr.  We  na;  here 
obterre  an  adventure,  which  prores  ham  lauQ  all 
limits  oominucd  uncrrtain.  and  aD  limhi  coo- 
fouoded.  A  coanless  of  Flanders  and  Hamanh 
U  at  war  with  John  DaTenncs,  her  son  hf  a  former 
nnrrtage,  for  the  right  of  succession  of  thai  very 
•on  to  hii  mothrr'i  lands.  St.  Louis  ts  chosen  arbi- 
trator. He  adjudges  Haioault  to  Davennes,  and 
Flanders  to  the  »on  of  the  second  marriage.  John 
Davennes  Mys  lo  King  Louis :  "  You  give  me  Haio- 
ault, which  does  iiot  depend  on  you:  it  holds  of 
tbe  bishop  of  Lidge,  and  is  an  under  Gef  of  the 
empire.  Flanders  really  Itolds  of  you.  and  you  with- 
hold it  front  me." 

It  was  not  then  decided  of  what  prince  HaJnault 
held.  Flanders  was  another  problem.  All  the  coun- 
try of  AIuHt  was  fief  of  the  empire,  as  well  as  all 
tlial  bordering  on  ilie  Sclieldt.  But  the  rest  of  Flan- 
ders, from  Ghent,  held  of  the  kings  of  France. 
Meanwhile,  William,  as  king  of  Germany,  puts  the 
countess  to  the  ban  of  the  empire  and  con5ecates  all 
bcr  citnte  for  the  a<lvantagc  of  John  Davcnnes,  in 
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Ihe  year  1252.  This  affair  was  at  list  accomplished, 
bm  it  shows  what  inconveniences  attend  Uie  feudil 
[rigfaL  It  was  still  worse  in  Italy,  especially  for  the 
i  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily. 

'253-54 — Tliese  years,  which,  as  well  as  the 
following,  arc  called  the  years  of  interred um, 
though  productive  of  confusion  and  anarchy,  are 
nevertheless  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  house  of  Morienne  and  Savoy,  which  espouses 
the  party  of  William,  receives  from  him  the  investi- 
ture of  Turin,  Montcaher.  Jurea,  and  several  fieff, 
which  tnake  it  a  very  powerful  family. 

In  Germany,  the  towns  of  Frankfort,  Mentz, 
Cologne.  Wonns,  and  Spires,  associate  together  for 
the  benefit  of  trade,  and  to  defend  thcniscKxs  frnm 
the  country  gentlemen  who  were  so  many  robbers. 
This  union  of  the  towns  on  the  Rhine  was  not  so 
much  an  imitation  of  the  confederacy  of  the  towns 
of  Lombardy,  as  of  the  first  Hanse  towns.  Lii1)eck, 
Hambui^,  and  Brunswick. 

In  a  HtUe  time  the  greatest  part  of  the  towns  of 
Germany  and  Flanders  engage  in  the  Hansc.  The 
principal  object  is  to  maintain  vessels  and  barks  at 
the  common  expense,  for  the  security  of  commerce. 
A  bill  of  one  of  these  towns  passes  current  in  all 
the  rest.  The  confidence  of  trade  is  established. 
Merchants,  by  means  of  this  alliance,  do  more  serv- 
ice to  society  than  ever  was  done  by  so  man/ 
emperors  and  popes. 

The  city  of  l-iibeck  alone  is  already  so  powerful 
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that  in  a  civil  war  which  was  kindled  in  Denmark,  it 
equips  a  fleet  at  iu  own  expense. 

Whtk  the  trading  towns  secure  these  temporal 
advantages,  the  knights  of  the  Teutonic  order  resolve 
to  procure  that  of  Christianity  to  the  rest  of  the 
VandaU  who  lived  in  Prussia  and  the  neighborhood. 
Ottocar  II.,  king  of  Bohemia,  takes  the  cross  with 
them.  All  the  kings  of  Bohemia  took  the  name  of 
Oltocar.  since  they  bad  e^xmscd  the  party  of 
Otbo  IV.  They  defeat  the  Pagans,  and  the  two 
Prassian  chiefs  receire  baptism.  Ottocar  rebuilds 
Konigsberg. 

Other  scenes  open  in  laly.  The  pope  sifll  main- 
tains the  war,  and  insius  oa  disposing  of  Naples  and 
Sicily.  But  he  cannot  rcco^'er  his  own  demesnes, 
nor  those  of  the  countess  Mathilda.  We  always  see 
the  popes  pOHcrfuI  abroad,  in  coascqucnce  of  the 
cxcommtuucatioas  which  they  thonckr  forth  and 
the  dt^-tsioas  they  foment,  but  rcr>-  impotent  in  Italy, 
and  especially  in  Rome. 

The  facciaos  oj  the  Ghibdlines  and  the  Gudpbs 
d(\-ided  and  desolated  Italy.  Tbey  had  began  from 
the  qovrels  between  the  popes  and  the  emperors. 
These  names  had  been  everywhere  a  word  of  banter 
in  the  time  of  Frederick  IL  Those  w]ko  pretend  to 
acquire  &efs  and  titles  which  w«re  bestowed  by  the 
cn|KTwx  deciated  ihtnmlim  uhHMibflcs>  The 
Goe^hs  leenKd  tdor  the  partisitts  o!  the  Italic 
Gberty.  The  Goriph  partr  is  Rome  was  indeed  for 
ibe  pope,  when  the  business  wms  to  imitc  against 
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Che  emperor,  bat  the  same  party  opposed  the  pope 
when  the  pontiff,  £reed  from  a  master,  wanted  to 
;  become  master  himself  in  his  turn.  These  faaions 
were  again  subdivided  into  several  different  parties, 
and  served  to  nourish  discord  in  towns  and  families. 
Some  old  captains  of  Frederick  II.  employed  these 
names  of  factjon,  which  inflamed  the  minds  of  men, 
to  enlist  people  under  their  colors,  and  cloaked  their 
robberies  with  the  pretext  of  supporting^  (he  rights 
of  the  empire.  Robbers  of  another  ^ng  pretended 
to  serve  the  pope  who  gave  them  no  such  commission, 
and  ravaged  Italy  In  his  name.  Among  those  rob- 
bers who  rendered  themselves  famous,  there  was 
a  partisan  of  Frederick  II.,  called  Ezzclino,  who  had 
well  nigh  established  a  great  iloniinion  and  entirely 
changed  the  face  of  affairs.  He  is  still  famous 
for  the  ravages  he  committed.  Booty  enabled  him 
to  raise  an  army,  and  had  he  been  always  favored 
by  fortune,  he  must  have  become  a  conqueror.  But 
at  last  he  was  taken  in  an  ambuscade,  and  Rome, 
which  dreaded  him,  was  delivered  of  her  fear.  The 
Guelph  and  Ghibcllinc  factions  were  not  extin- 
guished in  him.  They  existed  for  a  long  time,  and 
"Were  very  violent,  even  while  Germany  was  without 
a  real  emperor,  during  the  interregrmm  that  suc- 
ceeded Conrad's  death,  and  could  no  longer  serve  as 
a  pretext  for  these  troubles.  A  pope  in  these  cir- 
cumstances had  a  very  difficult  place  to  fill.  Obliged 
as  a  bishop  to  preach  peace  in  tlic  midst  of  war,  being 
ftt  tbc  bead  of  the  Roman  government,  without 
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power  to  attain  absolate  authority,  uoder  the  neces- 
sity of  defending  himself  against  the  Ghibelltnes,  and 
ol  mBnagiog  the  Gaelphs,  and  above  all  things,  in 
fear  of  an  ntperial  boose  that  possesses  Naples  and 
Sicily :  erery  part  of  his  situation  was  precarious. 
The  popes,  since  Gregory-  \''II.,  had  always  this  tn 
common  with  the  emperors ;  the  title  of  masters  of 
the  world,  and  a  power  that  was  very  circumscribed. 
And  if  we  atteniiTely  consider  the  subject  we  shall 
see  that  from  the  very  first  successors  of  Qiarte- 
magne,  the  Empire  and  the  Church  arc  two  prot>* 
lens  of  very  difBcult  solutioa. 

Conrad  sends  for  one  of  his  brothers,  to  whom 
Frederick  1 1,  had  given  the  duchy  of  Aostria.  This 
young  prince  dic^,  and  is  $u^pccted  of  having  been 
potsoned  by  Conrad,  for  at  this  time  the  death  of 
every  prince  who  did  not  die  of  old  age  vras  imputed 
to  poison.  Conrad  tV.  dies  soon  after,  and  Main- 
froy  is  accused  of  having  despatched  him  by  the 
same  means. 

The  emperor,  Conrad  IV..  who  died  in  the  flower 
of  his  age,  left  a  chikl,  that  unhappy  Conradio,  of 
whom  Mainfroy  becomes  the  guardian.  Pope  Itmo- 
cent  IV.  persecutes  in  this  infant  the  memory  of 
his  fathers.  Finding  that  be  cannot  make  himself 
master  of  the  kingdom  of  Xapks.  he  offers  il  to 
the  king  of  England:  he  offers  it  to  a  brother  of 
St  Louts,  bnt  he  dies  in  the  midst  of  his  prosxiects, 
even  in  the  city  of  Naples,  which  his  party  had  ooo> 
quervd.    By  the  last  enterprises  of  Innocent  IV., 
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one  woQld  think  he  was  a  warrior.  No  such  thing. 
H«  was  counted  a  profound  divine. 

I2JS — After  the  death  of  Conrad  IV.,  the  last 
emperor,  though  not  the  last  prince,  of  the  house  of 
Suahia,  it  was  probable  that  young  William  of  Hol- 
land, who  began  to  reign  in  Germany,  without  opjxj- 
sttion,  would  raise  a  new  imperial  House.  That 
feudal  right  which  has  produced  so  many  disputes 
and  so  many  wars,  induces  him  to  arm  against  the 
Frieslanders.  It  was  pretended  that  they  were  vas- 
sals of  the  counts  of  Holland  and  under-vassals  of 
the  empire.  He  marches  against  them  and  is  slain 
about  the  latter  end  of  1255.  or  beginning  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  and  this  13  the  era  of  the  great  anarchy 
of  Germany. 

The  same  anarchy  prevails  in  Rome,  Lombaidy, 
and  the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily. 

The  Guelphs  had  been  expelled  from  Naples  by 
Mainfroy.  The  new  pojw,  Alexander  IV.,  though 
but  indifferently  established  in  Rome,  resolves,  like 
his  predecessor,  to  wrest  Naples  and  Sicily  from  the 
excommunicated  house  of  Suabia,  and  strip  at  once 
young  Conradin,  to  whom  the  kingdom  belonged, 
and  Mainfroy,  who  was  his  guardian. 

Who  could  believe  that  Alexander  causes  a  cru- 
sade to  be  preached  in  England  against  Conrad, 
and  that  in  cfTering  the  dominions  of  tlie  infant  to 
Henry  HI.,  king  of  England,  he  borrows  even  in 
thenameof  that  English  king,  money  enough  to  raise 

an  army  for  himself?    What  conduct  is  this  (or  a 
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pontiff  to  strip  an  orphan!  A  legate  o£  the  pope 
commands  this  army,  which  is  said  to  have  amounted 
to  near  fifty  thousand  men.  The  pope's  army  is 
defeated  and  despise<l. 

Let  us,  moreover,  observe  that  Pope  Alexander 
IV.,  who  believed  himself  strong  cnougli  to  con- 
quer two  kingdoms,  though  at  the  gales  of  Komc. 
dare  not  enter,  but  retires  to  Viterbo.  Rome  always 
resembled  those  imperial  towns  whidi  dispute  the 
rights  of  regality  with  their  archbishops ;  as  Cologne, 
for  example,  the  municipal  government  of  which  is 
'  Independent  of  the  elector.  Rome  continued  in  this 
precarious  situation  till  the  time  of  Alexander  VI. 

1356-58 — In  Gennany  it  ts  resolved  to  make 
an  emperor.  The  German  princes  then  thought 
as  the  Polish  palatines  of  these  d^ys.  They 
would  not  have  a  king  from  among  their  own  coun- 
trymen. One  Eaaion  chooses  Alplionso  X..  king  of 
Castile;  another  elects  Richard,  brother  of  Henry 
III.,  king  of  England.  These  two  send  severally  to 
the  pope,  desiring  that  their  election  might  be  con- 
firmed. The  pope  will  confirm  neither.  Richard 
meanwhile  goes  to  Aix-la-Chapelle,  where  he  is 
crowned  May  17,  1257,  without,  however,  being 
more  obeyed  in  Gennany  on  account  of  that  cere- 
mony. 

Alphonso  of  Castile  acts  as  sovereign  of  Ger- 
many at  Tfdedo.  Frederick  III.,  duke  of  Lorraine, 
goes  thither,  and  receives  on  his  knees  the  investi- 
ture of  his  duchy,  together  with  the  dignity  of  great 
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Senucbal  of  the  emperor,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine, 
and  the  right  of  laying  the  first  dish  on  the  imperial 
table  in  plenary  courts. 

All  the  historians  of  Germany,  as  the  more  mod- 
cm,  say  that  Richard  never  appeared  again  in  t}ie 
empire.  But  thi»  was  because  they  were  not 
acquainted  with  the  "  Chrontcte  of  England,"  written 
by  Thomas  Wik.  That  chronicle  gives  us  to  under- 
stand that  Richard  went  three  times  to  Germany, 
where  he  exercised  the  rights  of  emperor  on  more 
than  one  occasion;  that  in  1265  he  gave  the  investi- 
ture of  Austria  and  Styria  to  one  Ottocar,  king  of 
Bc^cmia,  and  that  in  1 269  be  married  the  daughter 
of  a  baron  called  Falkemorit,  with  whom  he  returned 
to  London.  That  long  interregnum,  then  so  much 
talked  of,  did  not  really  exist,  although  these  years 
may  be  called  an  interregnum  because  Richard  was 
seldom  in  Germany.  In  those  limes  we  find  nothing 
in  Germany  but  petty  wars  between  petty  sover- 
eigns. 

1359 — Young  Conradio  was  then  educated  in 
Bavaria,  with  his  cousin,  the  titular  duke  of  Austria. 
of  the  old  branch  of  Austria,  which  is  now  extinct. 
Mainfroy,  more  ambitious  than  loyal,  tired  of  being 
regent,  causes  himself  to  be  proclaimed  king  of 
Naples  and  Sicily. 

Thus  be  furnished  the  pope  with  a  just  handle 
for  seeking  his  destruction.  Alexander  IV.,  as  pon- 
tiff, had  a  right  to  excommunicate  a  perjured  person, 
ud,  as  lord  paramount  of  Naples,  to  puntsli  a 
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usurper.  But  he  hnd  no  title,  cither  as  pope  or  para- 
mount, to  deprive  the  young  and  innocent  Conradin 
of  his  inheritance. 

Mainfroy,  who  believes  himself  firmly  established, 
treats  the  pope's  excommunications  and  aiterprises 
with  contempt. 

Errelin.  another  tyrant.  lays  waste  the  countries 
of  Lombardy  which  adhere  to  tlic  Guelphs  and  the 
pontiffs.  At  last  he  is  wounded  in  a  battle  against 
the  Cremonese,  and  the  earth  is  delivered  from  his 
ravages. 

1260^  —  While  Germany  is  either  quite  deso- 
late, or  languishes  in  anarchy,  while  Italy  is  divided 
into  factions,  England  involved  in  civil  wars,  and 
St.  Louis,  redeemed  from  captivity  in  Eg'>*pt,  medi- 
tates another  crusade,  which  was  more  unfortunate, 
if  possible,  than  the  first,  the  holy  see  still  perseveres 
in  the  design  of  wresting-  Naples  and  Sicily  from 
Mainfroy,  and  of  stripping  at  once  the  guilty  guard- 
ian and  the  innocent  orplian. 

Whatever  pope  sits  on  St.  Peter's  chair,  it  is  still 
the  same  genius,  and  the  same  medley  of  greatness 
and  impotence.  The  Romans  will  neither  acknowl- 
edge the  temporal  authority  of  the  pope,  nor  be 
ruled  by  emperors.  The  popes  are  scarce  endured 
in  Rome,  and  yet  they  bestow  and  take  away  king- 
doms. Rome  at  that  time  chose  one  senator  only, 
as  protector  of  her  liberty.  Mainfroy.  his  son-in- 
law,  Peter  of  Aragon,  and  Charles,  duke  of  .A,njou, 
brother  of  St.  Louis,  all  three  caballed  for  this  dig- 
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nity,  which  was  that  of  patrician,  under  another 
name. 

Urban  IV.,  Uic  new  pontiff,  offers  Naples  and 
Sicily  to  Charles  ot  Anjou.  but  he  doea  not  choose 
10  see  him  scnalor,  because  then  he  would  be  too 
powerful. 

He  proposes  that  St.  Louis  should  equip  the  duke 
of  Anjou  wiih  an  armament  for  the  conquest  of  the 
kingilom  of  Naples.  St  Louis  hesitates.  It  was 
plainly  a  proposal  to  rob  a  ward  of  an  inheritance 
derived  from  so  many  ancestors,  who  had  conquered 
those  dominions  from  the  Mussulmans.  The  pope 
quiets  bis  scruples.  Charles  of  Anjou  accepts  the 
donation  from  the  pope,  and  causes  himself  to  be 
elected  senator  of  Rome  in  spite  of  the  ])opc. 

Urban  IV.,  being  now  loo  far  engaged  to  retract, 
makes  Charles  of  Anjou  promise  that  he  wilt  in  five 
years  renounce  the  title  of  senator.  And  as  that 
prince  was  obh'ged  to  uke  an  oath  to  the  Romans 
for  his  whole  life,  the  pope  reconciles  these  two 
oaths,  and  absolves  him  of  the  one,  provided  he 
will  take  the  other. 

He  likewise  obliges  him  to  swear  in  the  hands  of 
his  legate  that  he  will  never  possess  the  empire, 
together  with  the  crown  of  Sicily.  This  was  the 
law  of  the  popes,  his  predecessors,  and  this  law 
shows  how  much  they  iiad  been  afraid  of  Freder- 
ick II. 

Tlie  count  of  Anjou,  above  all  things,  promises 
to  assist  the  holy  see  in  recovering  the  patrimony 


369 


Aniub  of  the  EmiMre. 


wtnefa  bad  been  osaiped  b;  a  mmbcT  of  ™**— — r, 
lOffrther  with  Ux  lands  of  tbc  countess  Ht3*hn.<ff 
He  cnf^a^n  to  pay  eight  thousand  ounces  of  gold 
as  a  yearly  iribuK,  consenting  to  be  excommumcated 
if  tvtr  that  paymeni  it  delayed  two  months.  He 
fwean  to  abolish  all  the  rights  which  the  French 
contjoerors  and  the  p>rtnces  of  the  house  of  Suabia 
bad  enjoyed  over  ecclesiastics,  and  in  so  doing 
Knoance*  the  sin^^ular  prerogative  of  Sicily. 

On  these  and  a  great  number  of  other  oondittons, 
be  embarkii  at  Marseilles  with  thirty  galleys  and 
goes  to  Rome  in  June,  1265,  to  receive  the  investiture 
of  Naples  and  of  Sicily,  which  he  had  bought  so 
dear. 

A  battle  fought  in  the  plains  of  Bcncventum. 
February  26,  1266,  decides  the  whglc  dispute. 
There  Mainfroy  is  stain,  and  his  wife,  children,  and 
treasures  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  victor. 

The  pope's  legate,  who  was  in  the  army,  deprives 
Mainfroy's  body  of  Christian  burial,  a  revenge  both 
cowardly  and  ill-timed,  which  served  only  to  irritate 
llir  minds  of  men. 

1 2G7-68  —  Charles  of  Anjou  no  sooner  mounts 
the  throne  o(  Sicily  tlian  he  is  dreaded  by  the  pope 
and  haled  by  his  subjects.  Conspiracies  arc  formed 
against  him.  Tlie  Ghibelline*,  who  divided  Italy, 
send  to  Bavaria  to  solicit  young  Conradin  to  come 
and  take  the  inheritance  of  Iiis  fathers.  Clement 
IV.,  the  lucceuor  of  Urban,  forbids  him  to  come  to 
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Italy,  as  a  sovereign  transmits  bts  order  to  his  sub- 
ject. 

Conradin,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  sets  out  with 
his  uncle,  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  the  count  of  Tyrol, 
whose  daughter  he  had  married,  and  particularly 
with  his  cousin,  the  young  duke  of  Austria,  who  was 
no  more  master  in  Austria  than  Conradin  was  in 
Naples.  Excommunications  are  not  wanting.  Clem- 
ent IV.,  that  he  might  oppose  him  the  more  effec- 
ttially,  appoints  Charles  of  Anjou  imperial  vicar  in 
Tuscany.  That  illustrious  province,  which  had 
recovered  its  liberty  by  its  own  spirit  and  courage. 
was  divided  into  Guelphs  and  Ghihellines.  and  by 
this  appointment  the  Guelphs  asstmied  all  the 
authority. 

Charles  of  Anjou,  senator  of  Rome  and  chief  of 
Tascany,  becomes  still  more  formidable  to  the  pof>e. 
But  Conradin  would  have  been  more  so. 

The  hearts  of  all  men  were  inclined  to  Conradin. 
and  by  a  very  singular  destiny  the  Romans  and  Mus- 
sulmans declared  for  hini  at  the  same  lime.  On  one 
hand,  the  infant  Henry,  brother  of  Alphonso  X-, 
king  of  Castile,  a  true  knight-errant,  goes  to  Italy 
and  there  causes  himself  to  he  declared  senator  of 
Rome,  in  order  to  support  the  rights  of  Conradin; 
on  ihe  other  hand,  a  king  of  Tunis  lends  them  money 
and  galleys,  and  all  the  Saracens  who  remained  in 
the  kingdom  of  Naples  take  arms  in  his  favor. 

Conradin  is  received  as  emperor  in  the  capital  of 
Rome,    His  galleys  andior  on  the  coast  of  Sicily, 
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and  there  his  troops  ar«  joyfully  received  by  atmosC 
the  whole  nation.  He  marches  from  one  success  to 
another,  as  far  as  Aquila  in  the  Abrurzo.  The 
French  knights,  inured  to  war,  entirely  defeat,  in  a 
pitched  battle,  tlie  army  of  Conradin,  composed  in 
a  hurry,  of  different  nations. 

Conradin,  the  duke  of  Austria,  and  Henry  of  Cas- 
tile, are  made  prisoners. 

TJie  historians  Villani,  Guadelfiero,  and  Fazclli, 
affinn  that  Pope  Qement  IV.  demanded  of  Charles 
of  Anjou  the  death  of  Conradin.  It  was  his  last 
request,  and  he  died  soon  after.  Qiarles  orders  the 
sentence  of  death  to  be  pronounced  on  the  two 
princes,  by  Robert  de  Bari.  his  protbonotary.  He 
sends  Henry  of  Castile  prisoner  to  Provence,  which 
belonged  to  him  in  right  of  his  wife. 

On  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  October,  126^,  Con- 
radin and  Frederick  of  Austria  are  executed  in  the 
market-place  oi  Naples,  by  the  hand  uf  the  hangman. 
This  is  the  6rst  example  of  such  an  outrage  against 
crowned  heads.  Conradin,  before  he  received  the 
stroke,  threw  his  glo\x  among  the  crowd  and  begged 
that  somebody  would  carry  it  to  his  cousin,  Peter  of 
Aragon,  Mainfroy's  son-in-law.  who  would  one 
day  avenge  his  death.  The  glove  was  taken  up  by 
tlic  chevalier  Truchsess  dc  Waldburg,  who  actiially 
fulfilled  his  desire.  Since  that  time  the  bouse  of 
Waldburg  bears  the  arms  of  Conradin.  which  are 
those  of  Soatua.  Tlie  j-oimg  duke  of  Austria,  being 
first  exeaited.  Conradin.  who  lovrd  him  tenderly. 
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took  up  his  head,  which  he  was  Icis&ing  wb«n  he 
received  (he  fata)  stroke. 

Several  noblcnwn  were  beheaded  on  the  same 
scaffold.  Sonic  time  after.  Charles  of  Anjou  ordered 
Nfainfroy's  widow  and  his  remaining  son  to  be  put 
to  death  in  prison.  What  is  very  surjirising',  we  do 
not  find  that  St.  Louis,  who  was  brother  of  this 
Charles  of  Anjou,  ever  in  the  least  reproached  the 
barbarian  for  his  horrible  cruelty.  On  the  contrary, 
it  was  partly  in  favor  of  Charles  that  he  undertook 
his  last  unfortunate  cnisade  against  the  kin^  of 
Tunis,  who  was  Conradin's  protector. 

1269-72  —  The  petty  wars  still  continued  between 
the  noblemen  of  Germany.  Rudolph,  count  of 
Hapsburg.  in  Switcerland.  had  already  signalized 
himself  in  these  wars,  and  especially  in  that 
which  he  had  supported  ag^aiast  the  bishop  of  Basel, 
in  favor  of  the  abbot  of  St.  Gall.  Aliout  this  time 
began  the  treaties  of  hereditary  confraternity 
between  the  German  houses.  This  is  a  mutual  deed 
of  the  lands  of  one  house  to  another,  in  case  of 
sur>-ivorship  in  the  nule  line. 

The  first  of  liiese  treaties  had  been  made  in  the 
last  years  of  Frederick  II.,  between  the  houses  of 
Saxony  and  Hesse. 

The  Hanse  towns,  during  this  period,  augment 
tlicir  privileges  and  power.  They  establish  consuls 
in  all  afTairs  of  trade.  For  to  what  other  tribunal 
could  they  at  that  time  have  had  recourse? 

The  same  necessity  which  inspired  the  invcntioa 
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of  consuls  in  tbe  uadtng  towns,  was  the  occasion 
of  instituting:  ausirtgues  for  other  towns  and  noble- 
men, who  had  no  mind  to  decide  their  diBcrcnces  by 
the  sword.     These  austrigues  are  cither  from  the 
nobility  or  from  the  towns  themselves,  chosen  aA, 
am[ures  to  determine  without  the  expense  of  a  law^J 
suit     These  two  establishments,  so  luck}'  and  soj 
wise,  were  the  fruits  of  the  unfortunate  times,  which] 
obliged  people  to  have  recourse  to  such  expedients,  i 

Germany  still  remained  without  a  chief,  but  waij 
resolved  to  have  one  at  last. 

Richard  of  England  was  dead.  Alphonso  of] 
Castile  has  now  no  party.  Ottocar  III.,  king"  of 
Bohemia,  duke  of  Austria  and  SljTia.  was  proposed, 
and  is  said  to  have  refused  tbe  empire.  He  was 
then  at  war  with  Bela,  king  of  Hungary,  who  dis- 
puted with  him  Styria,  Carintliia,  and  Camiola.  He 
might  have  contested  Styria,  whidi  depended  on 
Austria,  but  not  Carinthia  and  Camiola,  which  he 
had  actually  purchased. 

Peace  is  concluded.  Styria.  Carinthia,  and  Car- 
niola  remain  in  the  possession  of  Ottocar.  We 
cannot  conceive  how  he  who  was  so  powerful  should 
refuse  the  empire :  he  who  afterwards  refused  hotn- 
ape  to  the  emperor.  It  is  much  more  likely  that  they 
n-ould  not  have  him  for  emperor  for  that  very 
reason,  because  be  was  too  powerful. 
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RUDOLPH  I.  OF  HAPSBURG. 

first  Emperor  of  the  House  of  Austria. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH   EMPEROS. 

1373  —  At  length  Uiey  assemble  at  Frankfort  to 
elect  an  emperor  in  consequence  of  letters  from 
Pope  Gregory  X.,  who  threatens  to  appoint  one. 
This  was  a  new  circumstance,  that  a  pope  should 
be  so  desirous  of  having  an  emperor. 

In  tJiia  assembly  tticy  proposed  no  prince  who 

•possessed  extensive  dominions.  They  were  too  jeal- 
ous of  one  another.  The  count  of  Tyrol,  who  was 
of  the  number  of  electors,  names  three  persons: 
A  count  de  Gorz,  lord  of  a  small  cnuntry  in  the 
Friuti  and  absolutely  unknown ;    one  Bernard,  as 

,  little  known,  who  had  nothing  but  some  pretensions 
on  the  duchy  of  Carinthia ;  and  Rudolph  of  Haps- 
burg,  a  celebrated  captain  and  great  marshal  of  the 
court  of  Ottocar,  king  of  Bohemia. 

The  electors,  being  divided  between  these  three 
competitors,  refer  the  affair  to  llic  decision  of  Louis 
the  Severe,  count  palatine,  and  duke  of  Bavaria,  the 
same  who  had  educated  and  in  vain  befriended  the 
unhappy  Coiiradin  and  Frederick  of  Austria.  This 
is  the  first  example  of  such  an  arbitration.  Louis 
of  Bavaria  names  Rudolph  of  Hapsburg  emperor. 

The  burgrave  or  constable  of  Nuremberg  carries 
the  news  to  Rudolph,  who,  being  no  longer  in  the 
serviee  of  the  king  of  Bohemia,  was  employed  in  his 
petty  wars  about  Basel  and  Strasburg. 
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AlpboBSO  of  Castile  and  the  king  of  Boh«mia 
in  vain  proteat  against  this  elcctloo.  This  protest 
of  Ottocar  is  sorely  no  proof  of  bis  having  refused 
the  imperial  crown.  Rudolph  was  the  son  of  Albert^ 
coant  of  Hap«burjf,  in  Switzerland.  His  mother 
was  Ulrica  of  Riburg*.  who  had  several  lordships  in 
Aliace.  He  had  been  long  ago  married  to  Anne  of 
Hencbcrg,  by  whom  he  had  four  children.  He  was 
turned  of  fifty-live  when  he  ascended  the  imperial 
throne.  He  had  one  brother,  colonel  in  tbc  service 
of  the  Milanese,  and  another  a  canon  at  Basel,  but 
both  died  before  his  election. 

He  is  crowned  at  Aix-la-Oiapeltc.  though  we 
know  not  by  what  archbishop.  It  is  reported  that 
the  litipcrial  sceptre,  said  to  be  that  tised  by  Charle- 
magne, being  missing,  this  defect  of  formality  bc^iait 
to  serve  as  a  pretext  to  several  noblemen  who  did 
not  choose  to  take  the  oath.  He  seized  a  crudfix. 
"  This  is  my  sceptre,"  said  he.  and  all  preseat  did 
him  homa^.  This  action  of  fortitude  alone  ren- 
dered him  respectable,  and  the  rest  of  hts  condoct 
showed  him  worthy  of  the  empire. 

He  marries  his  son,  Albert,  u  a  daaghter  of  tbe 
eoimt  of  Tyral.  sistcr-tn-law  of  Cooratfin.  By  Am 
MMktrlagc  Atben  seems  to  aoitiire  the  right  lo  AIntt 
•Ikd  SttftUk.  ^  familT  inberitance  of  tbe  Saaoos 
BMpcfw  FVedrrkk  It.  .Msace  was  then  ifiridrd 
Mwwi;  scwmtl  petty  k?rdL  k  was  Moessai;  to  a^c 
w«.r  ^'M  tliMa.     Tte.  hy  Us  pfhii.  pwicMwi  Ar 

traopa  at  III*  «af^«.  Mcl  abb^MS  the  «kDle  ^  Nto 
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valor.  A  prefect  is  appointed  to  govern  Alsace. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  important  eras  willi  regard 
to  the  interior  parts  of  Germany.  Tlie  possessors 
of  lands  in  Suabia  and  Alsace  held  of  the  imperial 
bouse  of  Suabia;  but  after  the  extinction  of  that 
house  in  the  person  of  the  unfortunate  Conradin, 
they  would  hold  of  none  but  the  empire.  This  is 
the  true  origin  of  the  immediate  nobility,  and  this 
is  the  reason  tliat  a  greater  number  of  this  nobility 
is  found  in  Suabia  than  in  all  the  other  provinces. 

The  Emperor  Rudolph  succeeds  in  subduing  the 
gentlemen  of  Alsace,  and  creates  a  prefect  in  that 
province,  but  after  him  the  barons  of  Alsace  became 
for  the  most  part  free  and  immediate  barons.as  much 
sovereigns  in  tlieir  small  demesnes  as  the  greatest 
German  noblemen  were  in  their  extensive  domin- 
ions. This,  through  the  greatest  part  of  Europe, 
was  the  aim  of  every  person  who  possessed  a  castle 
or  country  house. 

12^4  —  Three  ambassadors  of  Rudolph  talce  the 
oath  in  his  name  to  Pope  Gregory  X.,  in  the  consis- 
tory. The  pope  writes  lo  Rudolph:  "  By  tlie  advice 
of  the  cardinals,  we  appoint  you  king  of  the 
Ramans." 

Alphonso  X..  king  of  Castile,  at  this  lime  re- 
nounces the  empire. 

1275 —  Rudolph  visits  the  pope  at  Lausanne.  He 
promises  to  cause  the  march  of  Ancona  and  the 
lands  of  Mathilda  to  be  restored.  He  promises  that 
which  lie  could  not  perform.    All  this  countr)-  was 
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in  tlie  hands  of  the  towns  and  noblemen,  who  had 
seized  ii  at  Uic  expense  of  the  pope  and  the  empire. 
Italy  was  divided  into  twenty  principalities  or  repub- 
lics, like  ancient  Greece,  but  more  powerful.  Venice, 
Genoa,  and  Pisa,  had  a  greater  number  of  ships  than 
(he  emperor  could  maintain  of  ensigns.  Florence 
became  considerable,  and  was  already  the  nurse  of 
the  liberal  arts. 

Rudolph  first  of  all  applied  his  attention  to  Ger- 
many. Ottocar  HI.,  the  powerful  king  of  Bohe- 
mia, duke  of  Austria,  Carinthia,  and  Camiola, 
refused  to  do  him  homage.  "  I  owe  nothing  to 
Rudolph,"  said  he,  "  T  have  paid  him  his  wages. 
He  associates  with  Bavaria." 

Rudolph  supports  the  majesty  of  his  rank.  He 
puts  this  powerful  Ottocar  to  the  ban  of  the  empire, 
together  with  Henry,  duke  of  Bavaria,  who  is 
leagued  with  him.  The  emperor  is  furnished  with 
troops,  and  goes  to  avenge  the  rights  of  the  German 
Empire. 

1276 — The  Emperor  Rudolph  defeats,  one  after 
another,  all  those  who  espouse  the  party  of  Otto- 
car,  or  who  attempt  to  take  the  least  advantage  of 
this  division ;  namely,  the  count  of  Neuburg,  the 
count  of  Freiburg,  the  marquis  of  Baden,  the  count 
of  Wiirtemberg,  and  Henrj-,  duke  of  Bavaria. 

lie  all  at  once  finishes  this  war  with  the  Bavarians 
by  giving  one  of  his  daughters  in  marriage  to  that 
prince's  son,  and  receives  forty  thousand  ounces  of 
gold,  instead  of  giving  a  portion  with  his  daughter. 
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Thence  he  marches  against  Ottocar,  whom  he 
forces  to  a  competition.  The  king  of  Bohemia  cedes 
Austria.  Styria,  and  Carniola.  He  consents  to  do 
liege  homage  to  the  emperor  in  the  island  of  Cam- 
berg,  in  the  middle  of  the  Danube,  under  a  pavilion 
close  covered,  that  he  might  be  spared  a  public  morti- 
f)  cation. 

Ottocar  repairs  to  the  place  quite  covered  with 
gold  and  jewels.  Rudolph,  superior  in  his  pride, 
receives  him  in  the  most  coarse  and  simple  tlrcss, 
and  in  the  midst  of  the  ceremony  the  curtains  of  the 
pavilion  fall  back  and  expose  to  the  eyes  of  the 
people  and  the  armies  who  lined  the  banks  of  the 
Danube,  the  haughty  Ottocar  on  his  knees,  with 
his  hands  joined  between  those  of  his  conqueror, 
whom  he  had  so  often  called  his  steward,  and  to 
whom  he  now  became  cup-bearer.  This  story  is 
well  vouched,  though  the  truth  of  it  is  of  very  little 
importance. 

1277  —  The  wife  of  Ottocar,  more  haughty  than 
her  husband,  reproaches  iiim  so  much  for  the  homage 
he  had  done  and  the  cession  of  his  provinces,  that 
the  king  of  Bohemia  renews  the  war  towards 
Austria. 

The  emperor  obtains  a  complete  victory  August 
sti,  and  Ottocar  is  slain  in  the  battle.  The  victor 
uses  his  fortune  tike  a  legislator.  He  gives  Bohemia 
to  young  Wenceslaus,  the  son  of  the  vanquished,  and 
the  regency  to  the  marquis  of  Brandenburg. 

J278 —  Rudolph  makes  his  entry  into  Vienna  and 
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e&tablislies  liimself  in  Austria.  LouU,  duk«  o£  Bava- 
ria, who  had  more  than  une  right  to  that  duchy, 
wants  to  avail  himself  of  that  right.  Rudolph  falls 
on  him  with  his  victorious  troops.  Nothing  now 
is  able  to  resist  him,  and  we  se*  this  prince,  whom 
the  electors  had  called  to  reign  in  the  empire, 
without  |x>wer,  hecome  iti  effect  the  conqueror  of 
(jcrman)'. 

1279  —  Though  he  reigns  in  Germany,  he  is  far 
from  being  master  in  luly.  Pope  Nicholas  HI. 
easily  gains  from  him  that  long  process  which  so 
many  pontiffs  had  supported  against  so  many 
emperors.  Rudolph,  by  a  deed  dated  February  15, 
1279,  cedes  to  the  holy  see  the  lands  of  the  countess 
Mathilda,  renounces  the  right  of  paramount,  and 
disavows  his  chancellor,  who  had  received  the  hom- 
age in  the  course  of  this  same  year.  The  electors 
approve  of  this  cession.  This  prince,  in  abandon- 
big  the  rights  for  which  they  had  fought  so  long, 
in  effect  yielded  nothing  but  the  right  of  receiving 
liomage  from  noblemen,  who  never  did  it  witboul 
reluctance.  This  was  all  he  could  then  obtain  in 
Italy,  where  the  enipire  was  no  more.  This  ce&sion 
must  liave  been  a  matter  of  very  little  consequence, 
seeing  all  he  had  in  exchange  was  the  title  of  "  Sen- 
ator of  Rome,"  and  that  for  one  year  only. 

The  pope  at  length  succeeded  in  taking  this  vain 
title  of  senator  from  Charles  of  Anjou  because  that 
prince  would  not  match  his  nephew  with  the  pon- 
tiff's niece,  saying :  "  Although  he  was  called  Orsini, 
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and  had  red  feet,  his  blood  was  not  made  to  mti^e 
with  the  blood  of  France," 

Nicholas  II[.  likewise  deprives  Charles  Of  Anjou 
of  the  vicariat  of  the  empire  in  Tuscany.  This 
vicariat  was  no  more  than  a  name,  and  indeed  this 
name  could  not  subsist  after  there  was  an  emperor 
elected. 

The  situation  of  Rudolph  in  Italy  was  —  accord- 
ing' to  Girolamo  Briani  —  like  tliat  of  a  merchant 
when  he  fails,  whose  effects  are  divided  among  other 
traders. 

1280  —  The  emperor  Rudolph  compromises  mat- 
ters with  Charles  of  Sicily  hy  the  marriage  of  one 
of  his  daughters.  He  gives  that  princess  called 
Clementia  to  Charles  Martet,  the  grandMm  of 
Charles  of  Anjou.  The  new-married  couple  were 
still  infants. 

Charles,  by  means  of  this  marriage,  obtains  of 
the  emperor  the  investiture  of  the  counties  of  Pro- 
vence and  Forcalquier. 

After  the  death  of  Nicholas  III.  they  choose  a 

Frenchman,  called  Brion,  who  takes  the  name  of 

Martin  IV.  This  Frenchman  at  first  orders  the  dig' 

nity  of  senator  to  be  restored  to  the  king  of  Sicily. 

and  is  inclined  to  reinvest  him  likewise  with  the 

vicariat  of  the  empire  in  Tuscany.    Rudolph  seems 

to  give  himself  vcrj-  little  eoiicem  about  the  matter; 

be  has  business  enough  of  his  own  in  Bohemia.  That 

country  had  rebelled  in  consequence  of  the  violent 

conduct  of  the  margrave  of  Brandenburg,  who  was 
Vol.  31—18 
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regent,  and,  besides,  Rudolph  had  more  occasion  for 
money  than  for  titles. 

1281-82  —  These  srears  are  memorable  for  the 
famous  conspiracy  of  the  Sicilian  Vespers.  Jfohn  de 
Prodda,  a  rich  young  gentleman  of  Salerno,  who — 
and,  notwithstanding  his  rank,  exercised  the  pro- 
fessions of  physic  and  the  law  —  was  the  author  of 
this  conspiracy,  which  seemed  so  opposite  to  his 
way  of  life.  He  was  a  Ghibelline,  passionately 
attached  to  the  memory  of  Frederick  II.  and  the 
house  of  Suabia.  He  had  been  several  tunes  in 
Aragon  with  Queen  CcHistance,  the  daughter  of 
Mainfroy.  He  glowed  with  impatience  to  avenge 
the  blood  whtdi  Charles  of  Anjou  had  spilt,  but 
finding  it  impracticable  to  do  anything  in  the  king- 
dom of  Naples,  restrained  by  the  presence  and  dread 
of  Charles,  he  hatched  his  scheme  in  Sicily,  which 
was  governed  by  the  Frovenfals,  who  were  more 
detested  and  less  powerful  than  their  master. 

The  project  of  Charles  of  Anjou  was  to  conquer 
Constantinople.  The  great  fruit  of  the  crusades  of 
the  West  had  been  to  take  the  empire  of  the  Greek» 
in  1204,  and  they  had  lost  it  afterwards,  t<^ethet 
with  the  rest  of  the  conquests  they  had  made  on  the 
Mussulmans.  The  rage  for  gmng  to  fi^t  in  Pales- 
tine was  abated  since  the  misfortunes  of  St  Louis ; 
but  Constantinople  seemed  an  easy  prey,  and  Charles 
of  Anjou  thought  to  dethrone  Michael  Palseolc^ius, 
who  then  possessed  the  remains  of  the  eastern 
empire.    John  de  Procida  goes  in  disguise  to  Coo- 
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stantinople,  to  warn  Michael  Pabeologas,  and  excite 
him  to  be  beforehand  with  Charles.  Thence  he  has- 
tens to  Aragon  where  he  has  a  private  audience  of 
King  Peter.  He  received  money  from  both  these 
princes.  He  easily  finds  people  to  engage  in  the  con- 
spiracy. Peter  oi  Aragon  fits  out  a  fleet  on  pre- 
tence of  invading  Africa,  and  keeps  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  make  a  descent  on  Sicily.  Procida  finds  no 
difficulty  in  preparing  the  minds  of  the  Sicilians. 

At  length,  on  the  third  day  of  Easter,  1282.  at 
the  sound  of  the  vesper  bell,  all  the  Provcn<;als  in 
the  island  are  massacred,  some  in  churches,  some  at 
their  doors  and  in  the  public  streets,  and  some  in 
their  own  houses.  Eight  thousand  persons  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  slaughtered;  three,  nay  four 
times  the  number  of  men  have  been  killed  in  above 
a  hundred  battles,  without  attracting  the  notice  of 
mankind.  Ijut  in  this  case  the  secret  so  long  kept 
by  a  whole  people,  the  conquerors  exterminated  by 
the  conquered  nation,  women  and  children  mas- 
sacred, daughters  of  Sicilians  with  child  by  Proven- 
cals, .tlain  by  their  own  fathers,  and  penitents  mur- 
dered by  their  confessors,  render  this  event  forever 
famous  and  execrable.  It  ts  always  said  that  the 
persons  murdered  at  those  Sicilian  Vespers  were 
French,  because  Provence  now  belongs  to  France; 
but  it  was  then  a  province  of  the  empire,  and  the 
people  massacred  were  really  Imperialists. 

This  is  the  manner  in  which  the  revenge  of  Coo- 
.  radin  and  the  duke  of  Austria  began.    Their  de^h 
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was  occasioned  by  the  ^)t  of  one  man— name)/, 
Qiarles  of  Anjou ;  ajid  it  was  expiated  by  the  ana- 
der  of  eight  tfaotisand  innocent  persoas. 

Peter  of  Anigon  then  lands  in  Sicily  with  his  wife 
Conttance.  The  whole  nation  owns  him  as  sov- 
erdg:n ;  and  from  that  day  Sicily  rennined  with  the 
boiuc  of  Aragon ;  but  the  kingdoin  of  Naples  coo* 
tiDoed  with  a  prince  of  France. 

The  emperor  gives  to  his  two  eldest  sons.  Albert 
and  Rudolph,  at  one  time  the  investiture  of  Anstria, 
Styria,  and  Camiola,  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
Drcember.  I3&z,  in  a  diet  at  Augsbarg.  with  the 
consent  of  all  the  noblemen,  including  that  of  Louis 
of  Bavaria,  who  had  pretensions  to  Austria.  But  how 
could  he  at  one  time  give  the  investiture  of  the  same 
donunions  to  these  two  princes  ?  Had  they  anything 
more  than  the  title?  Was  the  youngest  to  succeed 
his  elder  brother?  or  had  the  younger  anything  but 
the  name,  while  the  other  enjoyed  the  lands?  or 
were  they  to  possess  those  dominions  in  commoa? 
Tbe*c  are  circumstances  not  explained.  What  la 
ineonteatable  is.  that  wv  tind  a  nttrober  of  deeds  in 
which  tbe  two  brothers  are  named  coajunaly  dukes 
of  Austria,  Styria.  and  Camiola. 

There  is  otUy  one  old  anonymous  chronide  whicii 
aays  that  the  emperor  Rudolph  invested  his  son 
Rudolph  with  Suabta;  but  (here  is  no  document 
or  charter  by  which  it  ^ipears  that  young  Rudolph 
ever  possessed  Suabia :  all  the  grants  call  him.  as 
wd]  as  his  brother,  dake  of  Aostrti.  St>Tia,  and 
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Camiola :  nevertheless,  one  historian  having  adopted 
that  chronicle,  all  the  otlicrs  have  followed  him  ;  atid 
in  the  genealogical  tables,  Rudolph  is  always  called 
Duke  of  Suabia.  If  he  really  was,  how  could  his 
family  have  lost  that  duchy  ? 

In  the  fame  diet  the  emperor  gives  Carinthia,  and 
the  march  Trcvisano  to  lits  son-in-law,  the  count 
of  Tyrol.  The  advantage  he  reaped  from  tlie  dig- 
nity of  emperor  was  to  provide  for  all  the  branches 
of  his  family. 

1283-84  —  Rudolph  governs  the  empire  as  well  as 
his  own  family.  He  makes  up  quarrels  between 
several  noblemen  and  several  towns. 

Historians  say  that  his  labors  bad  weakened  him 
greatly ;  and  that,  when  he  was  turned  of  his  grand 
climacteric,  the  physicians  advised  liim  to  take  a 
yotmg  wife  of  fifteen  to  strengthen  his  constitution. 
The  historians  are  bad  philosophers.  He  marries 
Agnes,  daughter  of  a  count  of  Burgundy. 

In  this  year.  1284,  Peter,  king  of  Aragon,  takes 
the  prince  of  Salerno,  son  of  Charles  of  Anjou,  pris- 
oner; but  is  not  able  to  make  himself  master  of 
Naples.  The  wars  of  Naples  no  longer  concern  the 
empire,  until  the  reign  of  Charles  V. 

1285  —  The  Cumans,  a  remnant  of  the  Tartars, 
lay  waste  Hungary. 

The  emperor  invests  John  Davennes  with  the 
country  of  A  lost,  the  eountry  of  Vass,  Zealand,  and 
Hainault.    The  country  of  Flanders  is  not  specified 
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in  this  investiture ;  it  was  become  incontestably  plain 
that  it  held  of  France. 

1286-87  —  To  crown  the  glory  o£  Rudolph,  he 
ought  to  have  established  himself  in  Italy,  as  he  waa 
in  Germany;  but  the  opportunity  was  past.  He 
would  not  even  go  to  be  crowned  at  Rome :  he  con- 
tented himself  with  selling  liberty  to  those  towns 
of  Italy,  which  chose  to  purchase  it  at  his  hands. 
Florence  paid  forty  thousand  ducats  of  gold ;  Ljicca, 
twelve  thousand ;  Genoa  and  Bologna,  six  thou- 
sand. Almost  all  the  other  towns  gave  nothing,  pre* 
tending  they  were  not  bound  to  acknowledge  an 
emperor  who  was  not  crowned  at  Rome. 

But  in  what  did  this  gift  or  confirmation  of  liberty 
consist?  Was  it  an  absolute  separation  from  the 
empire?  There  is  no  act  of  those  times  that 
expresses  any  such  convention.  This  liberty  con- 
sisted in  the  right  to  appoint  magistrates,  to  gov- 
ern themselves  according  to  their  own  municipat 
laws,  to  coin  money,  and  maintain  troops.  It  was 
no  more  than  a  confirmation  or  extension  of  the 
rights  obtained  from  Frederick  Barbarossa.  Italy 
was  then  indepaident,  and  as  it  were  detached  from 
the  empire,  because  the  empieror  had  little  power,  and 
was  at  a  great  distance.  Time  might  have  secured 
to  this  country  the  full  enjoyment  of  liberty.  Already 
the  towns  of  Lombardy.  and  even  those  of  Switzer- 
land, had  left  off  taking  the  oath,  and  insensibly 
retrieved  their  natural  right  of  independency. 

Wiih   regard  to  the  towns   of  Germany,  they 
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wiUaout  txccptioD  took  the  oath ;  but  some  were 
rtpatcd  "  free,"  such  as  Aug:iburg,  Aix-la-Cbapclle, 
and  Mcu;  others  were  callctl  "imperial,"  as  they 
paid  tribute ;  a  third  sort  had  the  name  o(  "  subject." 
as  those  who  held  immediatdy  of  the  princes,  and 
mediately  of  the  empire;  and  a  fourth  obtained  the 
appellation  of  "  mixed,"  because,  though  they  held  of 
the  princes,  they  enjoyed  some  imperial  rights. 

All  the  great  imperial  towns  were  differently  goT- 
craed.  Nuremberg  was  ruled  by  nobles;  in  Stras- 
barg  the  citizens  had  the  authority. 

1288-90 — Rudolph  makes  all  his  daughters  sub- 
servient to  his  interest :  he  matches  a  daughter  he 
had  by  his  first  wife  to  young  Wcnccslaus.  king  of 
Bohemia,  now  come  of  age.  and  makes  him  swear 
he  will  never  make  any  pretensions  to  the  duchies 
of  Austria  and  Styria;  but,  by  way  of  recompense, 
be  confirms  htm  in  the  office  of  great  cup-bearer. 

The  dukes  of  Bavaria  pretended  to  this  office  of 
the  emperor's  house-  It  seems  the  quality  of  elector 
was  inseparable  from  that  of  a  great  officer  of  the 
crown:  not  tliat  the  lords  of  the  principal  fiefs  had 
relinquished  their  right  of  electing,  but  the  great 
officers  insisted  on  having  this  right  in  preference 
to  others.  It  was  for  tliis  reason  the  dukes  of 
Bavaria  disputed  the  office  of  grand  master  with  the 
branch  of  Bavaria  Palatine,  though  this  last  was  the 
eldest. 

A  great  diet  at  Erfurt,  in  which  the  division 
already  made  of  Thuringia  is  confirmed.    The  east- 
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em  continues  in  the  house  of  Meissen,  which  is  now 
that  of  Saxony;  the  western  remains  with  the  house 
of  Brabant,  which  was  heir  of  Meissen  by  the  female 
line.    This  is  the  present  liotise  of  Hesse. 

Ladislaus  III.,  kin^  of  Hungary,  having  been 
slain  by  the  Cuman-Tartars,  who  still  ravaged  thai 
country,  the  emperor,  who  pretends  that  Mungary 
is  a  6c{  of  the  empire,  resolves  lo  bestow  that  fief 
on  bis  son  Albert,  to  whom  he  had  already  gfiven 
Austria. 

Pope  Nicholas  IV.,  wlio  thinks  that  all  kingdoms 
are  fiefs  of  Rome,  gives  Hungary  to  Charles  Marte). 
grandson  of  Charles  Anjou,  king  of  Naples  and 
Sicily;  but  as  this  Charles  Martcl  is  the  emperor's 
soQ-in-law,  and  as  the  Hungarians  will  not  receive 
the  emperor's  son  as  their  king,  for  fear  of  being 
enslaved,  Rudolph  consents  tliat  his  son-in-law, 
Charles  Martcl.  shall  endeavor  to  obtain  tlut  crown 
of  which  he  could  not  deprive  him. 

This  is  another  great  example  of  the  uncertainty 
of  the  feudal  right.  The  countj*  of  Burgundy,  that 
is  Franche-Comte,  pretended  to  bold  of  the  kingdom 
of  France,  and  tn  that  quality  had  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  Philip  the  Fair.  Nevertheless,  before 
that  period,  all  that  made  part  of  the  old  kingdocn 
of  Burgundy  held  of  the  emperors. 

Rudolph  makes  war  on  him,  but  this  is  soon  ter- 
minated by  the  count's  doing  the  homage  be 
demanded;  so  that  this  count  of  Burgundy  at  ooe 
time  held  both  of  the  empire  and  of  France. 


Rudolph  l.-Adolphus  of  Nassau. 

Rudolph  conftrs  the  Ulle  of  Palatine  of  Saxony 
on  his  son-in-law,  Albert  II.,  duke  of  Saxony.  We 
must  take  care  to  distinguish  that  house  of  Saxony 
from  the  present,  which,  as  we  have  said,  is  frora 
the  house  of  Meissen. 

1291 — The  emperor  Rudolph  dies  at  Germers- 
hcim  July  15,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  \m  age, 
and  in  the  nineteenth  of  his  reign. 
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ADOLPHUS  OF  NASSAU. 

TWKNTV-NINTH  EMPEROR. 

(After  an  Interregnum  of  Nine  Months.) 
1292  —  The  German  princes,  afraid  of  rendering 
hereditary  that  empire  of  Germany  which  was 
alna.ys  called  the  Roman  Empire. and  not  agreeing  in 
their  choice,  make  a  second  compromise,  of  which 
we  have  seen  an  example  in  the  nomination  of 
Rudolph.  The  ardibisliop  of  Mentt,  to  whom  it 
was  referred,  names  Adolphus  on  the  same  principle 
as  that  on  which  they  had  chosen  his  predecessor. 
He  was  the  most  ilUtstrious  warrior  and  the  poorest 
of  that  lime.  He  seemed  capable  of  maintaining  the 
glorj-  of  the  empire  at  the  head  of  the  German 
armies,  without  being  powerful  enough  to  enslave 
it.  He  possessed  but  three  lordships  in  the  county 
of  Nassau. 

Albert,  duke  of  Austria,  disgusted  because  he  did 
not  succeed  his  father,  joins  against  the  new 
emperor  with  tliat  same  count  of  Burgundy  who 
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would  he  no  longer  a  vassal  of  Gcrmaay,  and  these 
two  obtain  succor  from  I'hilip  the  Fair,  king  of 
France.  The  house  of  Austria  begins  by  inviting 
against  the  emperor  those  very  French  whom  the 
princes  of  the  empire  have  since  so  often  invited 
against  her.  Albert  of  Austria,  with  the  assistance 
of  France,  at  6rst  makes  war  In  Switzerland,  the 
Mvereignty  of  which  was  claimed  by  his  house.  He 
takes  Zurich  with  the  French  troops. 

1393  —  Albert  of  Austria  excites  Strasburg  and 
Colmar  to  rebel  against  Adolphus.  The  emperor 
at  the  head  of  some  troops,  furnished  by  the  impe- 
rial fiefs,  appeases  these  troubles,  A  difference 
between  the  count  of  Flanders  and  the  citizens  of 
Ghent  is  carried  before  the  parliament  of  Paris,  and 
decided  in  favor  of  the  citizens,  tt  was  very  clearly 
acknowledged  that  from  Ghent  to  Boulogne,  Arras 
and  Cambray,  Flanders  held  solely  of  the  king  of 
France.  ^ 

1294  —  Adolphus  unites  with  Edward,  king  of^ 
England,  against  France;    but  as  he  dreaded  such 

a  powerful  vassal  as  the  duke  of  Austria,  he  under- 
takes nothing.  We  have  seen  this  alliance  more 
than  once  renewed  in  the  like  circumstances. 

1295  —  A  shameful  piece  of  injustice  in  the 
emperor  is  the  first  origin  of  his  misfortunes  and 
fatal  end.  A  great  example  to  sovereigns.  Albert 
of  Meissen,  landgrave  of  Thuringia,  one  of  the 
ancestors  of  all  the  princes  of  Saxony,  who  made 
such  a  great  figure  in  Germany,  son-in-law  of  the 
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emperor  Frederick  II.,  had  three  children  by  the 
princess,  his  wife.  He  had  repudiated  her  for  a 
mistress  tmworthy  of  him,  and  for  that  reason  the 
Germans  had  justly  bestowed  upon  him  the  surname 
Depraved.  Having  a  bastard  by  that  concubine,  he 
resolved  to  disinherit  his  three  legitiniate  children 
in  his  favor.  He  set  up  his  dels  for  sale  in  spite  of 
the  laws,  and  the  emperor  in  spite  of  the  laws  pur- 
chases  them  with  the  money  he  has  received  from  the 
Icing  of  England  to  make  war  on  France. 

The  three  princes  boldly  maintain  their  rights 
against  the  emperor.  In  vain  does  he  take  Dresden 
and  several  castles;  he  is  driven  from  Meissen,  and 
all  Germany  declares  ag^ainst  such  scandalous  pro- 
ceedings. 

iag6  —  The  rupture  between  the  emperor  and  the 
king  of  England  on  one  side  and  France  on  the 
other,  still  continued.  Pope  Boniface  Vlil.  orders 
all  three  to  agree  to  a  truce  on  pain  of  excommuni- 
cation. 

1297  —  The  emperor  had  more  need  of  a  truce 
with  the  noblemen  of  the  empire;  for  all  of  them 
resented  his  conduct.  Wenceslaus,  king  of  Bohemia, 
Albert,  duke  of  Austria,  the  duke  of  Saxony,  and 
the  archbishop  of  Mentz  assemble  at  Prague.  There 
were  two  marquises  of  Brandenburg;  not  that  both 
possessed  the  same  marquisate,  but  being  brothers 
both  took  the  same  title.  This  practice  began  to  be 
customary.  The  emperor  is  formally  impeached  and 
a  diet  summoned  to  meet  at  Eger  to  depose  him. 
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Albert  of  Austria  sends  to  Rome  to  solicit  the 
deposition  of  Adolphus.  This  is  a  right  which  was 
always  allowed  to  the  pope,  when  tt  was  thought  it 
could  turn  to  advantage.  Tlie  duke  of  Austria  pre- 
tends to  have  received  the  pope's  consent,  which, 
however,  he  had  not  obtained.  Tlie  archbisliop  of 
Mentz  solemnly  depo&es  the  emperor  in  the  name 
of  all  the  princes.  These  are  the  terms  in  which  he 
expressed  himself:  "  We  are  told  our  envoys  have 
obtained  the  pope's  consent ;  others  aflimi  the  pope 
has  refused  it:  but  without  regarding  any  other 
authority  than  that  with  which  we  have  been 
invested,  we  depose  Adolplms  from  the  imperial  dig- 
nity, and  elect  Lord  Albert,  duke  of  Austria,  for 
king  of  the  Romans." 

1298  —  Boniface  VIII.  forbids  the  electors,  on 
pain  of  eKconiniunication.  10  consecrate  the  new 
king  of  the  Romans,  and  they  answer  that  it  is  l^ 
no  means  an  affair  of  rehgion. 

Meanwhile  Adolphus,  having  some  bishops  and 
noblemen  in  hi*  party,  was  still  at  the  head  of  an 
army.  On  the  second  day  of  July  he  gives  battle 
to  his  Tiva]  near  Spires;  the  two  meet  in  the  middle 
of  the  engagement.  Albert  of  Austria  thrusts  a 
sword  into  his  eye.  Adolphus  dies  fighting  and 
leaves  the  empire  to  Albert. 
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TaiRTIETU   EMPEBOR. 

1298  —  Albert  of  Austria  begins  by  referring  his 
right  to  the  electors,  the  better  to  secure  it.  He  is 
the  second  time  elected  at  Frankfort,  then  crowned 
at  Atx-Ia-Chapclle  by  the  archbishop  of  Cologne. 

Pope  Boniface  VUI,  will  not  acknowledge  him. 
This  pope  had  at  that  time  violoit  quarrels  with 
Philip  the  Fair  of  France. 

1299  —  The  emperor  Albert  forthwith  unites  him- 
self to  Philip,  and  marries  his  eldest  son,  Rudolph, 
to  Blanche,  that  king's  sister.  The  articles  of  this 
marriage  arc  remarkable.  He  engages  to  give  to  his 
son  Austria,  Styria,  Carntola,  Alsace,  and  Freiburg 
in  the  Breisgau.  and  assigns  Alsace  and  Freiburg  as 
a  jointure  to  his  daughtcr-in-Iaw,  referring  hinucU 
(or  the  portion  of  Blanche  entirely  to  the  good-will 
of  the  king  of  France. 

Albert  sends  an  intimation  of  tliis  marriage  to 
the  pope,  who  makes  no  other  answer  but  that  the 
emperor  is  a  usurper,  and  that  there  is  no  other 
Caesar  but  the  sovereign  pontiff  of  the  Christians. 

1300-OJ — The  houses  of  France  and  Austria 
seemed  at  that  time  closely  united  by  this  marriage, 
by  their  common  hatred  of  Boniface  V'lII,.  and  by 
the  necessity  they  were  under  to  defend  tliemselvcs 
against  their  vassals;  for  at  the  same  time  Holland 
and  Zealand,  which  were  vassals  of  the  empire,  tnad« 
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war  upon  Albert,  and  the  Flemings,  who  were  vas- 
»ab  of  France,  had  taken  anns  against  Philip  the 
Fair. 

Boniface  VIII.  who  was  still  prouder  than 
Gregory  VII.,  and  more  impetuous,  takes  this  oppor- 
tunity to  brave  at  once  the  rmperor  and  the  king  of 
France.  On  one  Kide  he  excites  against  Philip  the 
Fair,  hi$  own  brother.  Charles  of  Valou;  on  the 
other  hand  he  foments  a  revolt  of  the  princes  of 
Germany  against  Albert. 

No  pope  ever  pu^cd  fanher  the  madness  of  giv- 
ing away  kingdoms,  fic  invites  Charles  of  Valois 
into  Italy,  and  appoints  him  vicar  of  the  empire  in 
Tuscany.  He  makes  a  match  between  that  prince 
and  the  daughter  of  Baldwin  II.,  the  deposed  raoti' 
arch  of  Constantinople,  and  boldly  declares  Charles 
of  Valois  emperor  of  the  Greeks.  Nothing  is  greater 
than  such  enterprises  when  they  arc  well  conducted 
and  successful :  and  nothing  more  mean  when  they 
are  ineffectual.  This  pope,  in  less  than  three  years* 
gave  away  the  empires  of  the  East  and  West,  and 
laid  the  kingdom  of  France  under  intcrdictioo- 

The  circumstances  in  which  Germany  was  in- 
volved had  well-nigh  insured  his  success  against 
Albert  of  Austria.  He  writes  to  the  archbishops  of 
Menu,  Trier,  and  Cologne :  "  We  command  Albert 
to  appear  before  us  in  six  months,  to  clear  himself 
if  be  can  of  the  crime  of  treason  committed  against 
his  aovereign,  Adolphus.  We  fottid  you  to 
acknowledge  him  as  king  of  the  Romans,"  etc. 
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Those  three  archbishops,  vrhu  did  not  love  Albert. 
agree  with  the  count  palatine  of  the  Rhine  to  pro- 
ceed against  htm,  as  Lhcy  had  proceeded  against  his 
predecessor ;  and  what  shows  that  there  were  always 
two  weights  and  two  measures,  they  accuse  him  of 
hcing  guilty  of  a  crime  in  having  defeated  and  slain 
in  battle  that  very  Adolphus  whom  they  had  deposed 
and  against  whom  he  ha.d  been  armed  by  their  ovs'n 
consent  and  direction. 

The  count  palatine  actually  lays  information 
against  the  emperor  Albert.  It  ts  well  known  that 
the  counts  palatine  were  originally  judges  in  the 
palace,  and  judges  in  civil  causes  between  the  prince 
and  subject,  as  is  the  practice  in  all  countries  under 
different  denominations. 

The  palatines  tliought  they  had  a  right  to  judge 
the  emperor  himself  in  criminal  cases.  And  it  is 
upon  this  pretension  that  we  shall  see  a  palatine  and 
a  ban  of  Croatia  condemn  a  queen. 

Albert,  having  the  other  princes  of  the  empire  on 
his  side,  answers  these  proceedings  with  war. 

1302  —  The  judges  in  a  very  little  time  ask  par- 
don, and  the  elector  palatine  is  fain  to  pay  a  large 
sum  of  money  for  his  proceedings. 

Poland,  after  a  series  of  troubles,  elects  for  its 
king  Wenceslaus,  king  of  Boliemta.  This  prince 
establishes  some  sort  of  order  in  a  country  wbera 
there  was  never  any  before.  It  was  he  who  insti- 
tuted the  senate.  This  Wenceslaus  gives  his  son  as 
king  to  the  Hungarians,  who  demanded  himself. 
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Boniface  VIII.  fails  not  to  pretend  that  thu  is 
an  outrage  against  htm,  who  alone  has  the  right  to 
givL-  Hungarv  a  king.  He  apfwints  to  tliat  station 
Charles  Robert,  a  <Iescen<lant  of  Charlies  of  Anjou. 
One  would  think  the  emperor  ought  not  to  have 
accxislonied  the  pope  to  give  away  kingdoms ;  yet 
this  is  what  effected  his  reconciliation  with  him.  He 
was  more  afraid  of  the  power  of  Wenceslaus  than  of 
the  pope.  He  therefore  protects  Charles  Robert,  atid 
lays  Bohemia  waste.  Authors  say  his  army  was  poi- 
soned by  the  Bohemians,  who  infected  the  water  in 
the  ncigtiborhood  of  the  camp.  But  this  is  not  a  very 
credible  circumstancc. 

1303  —  What  cffecttially  engages  the  emperor  in 
the  interest  of  Boniface  Vlll.  is  the  bloody  quarrel 
between  tlut  pope  and  Philip  the  Fair.  Boniface 
being  maltreated  by  Philip,  and  that  very  deservedly, 
at  length  acknowledges  Albert,  whom  he  persecuted, 
as  lawful  king  of  the  Romans,  and  promises  him  the 
imperial  crown,  provided  be  would  dcdaxe  war 
against  the  king  of  France. 

Albert  repays  tlie  pope's  comi^sance  with  a  still 
greater  piece  of  condescension.  He  acknowledges 
•*  that  the  empire  was  transferred  from  the  Greeks 
to  the  Germans  by  the  holy  see :  that  the  electors 
hold  their  right  of  the  pope,  and  that  emperors  and 
kings  receive  from  him  the  regal  power."  It  was 
against  such  a  declaration  as  this  thai  the  coast 
palttlBe  ought  to  have  proceeded. 

It  was  not  worth  the  trouble  thus  to  flatter  Boni- 


I 


Albert  I. 


1189 


face  Vni.,  wIk)  died  October  12,  after  he  had  with 
difficulty  escaped  from  the  prison  in  which  he  was 
detained  by  the  king  of  France,  at  the  very  gates  of 
Rome. 

Meanwhile  the  king  of  France  confiscates  Flan- 
ders from  Count  Gui  de  Dampierre,  and  after  a 
bloody  battle  remains  master  of  Lille,  Douay,  Qr- 
chics,  Bethune  and  a  very  extaisive  country,  wilhout 
the  emperor's  giving  hunaclf  any  trouble  about  tlK 
matter. 

He  no  longer  thinks  of  Italy,  still  divided  between 
the  Guelphs  and  Ghibcllincs. 

1304-5  — Ladtslaus,  that  son  of  the  respectable 
Wenceslaus,  king  of  Bohemia  and  Poland,  is 
expelled  from  Hungary.  His  father  —  as  it  is  pre- 
tended—  died  of  grief  for  hi&  expulsion,  if  kings 
can  actually  die  of  that  distemper. 

Otho,  duke  of  Havana,  causes  himself  to  be 
elected  king  of  Hungary,  and  is  sent  back  again 
the  very  same  year.  Ladislaus  returns  to  Bohemia, 
where  he  is  assassinated.  Thus  wc  sec  three  elective 
kingdoms  vacant  at  once,  namely  Hungary,  Bohe- 
mia, and  Poland. 

The  emperor  Albert  causes  his  son  Rudolph  to 
be  crowned  in  Bohemia  by  dint  of  arms.  Otarlet 
Robert  still  supports  his  pretensions  to  Hungary,  and 
a  Pohsh  nobleman,  called  Wladislaus  Loctitus,  is 
elected,  or  rather  re-established,  in  Poland;  but  the 
emperor  has  no  share  in  the  transaction. 

1306 — Here  follows  a  piece  of  injustice  which 
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one  would  not  expect  from  a.  prince  of  ability.  The 
emperor  Adolphus  of  Nassau  had  lost  his  crown  and 
K(c  in  consequence  of  having  incurred  the  hatred 
oE  the  Germans,  and  this  hatred  was  chiefly  fotmded 
on  his  attempt  to  strip  (he  lawful  heirs  of  Meissen 
and  T^uringia  for  a  sum  of  money. 

Philip  of  Nassau,  brother  of  this  emperor, 
reclaimed  the  countries  which  had  been  so  ttnjustly 
purchased.  Albert  declares  for  him.  tn  hope  of 
obtaining  a  share.  The  princes  of  Thuringia  defend 
themsehres,  and  are  without  ceremony  put  to  the 
ban  of  (he  empire.  This  proscription  furnishes  them 
with  partisans  and  an  army.  They  cut  in  pieces 
the  army  of  the  emperor,  who  is  glad  to  leave  them 
in  peaceable  possession  of  their  domains.  We  gen- 
erally 6nd  in  the  Germans  a  strong  fund  of  attach- 
ments to  their  rights;  and  by  this  alone  that  mixed 
government  has  so  long  existed ;  an  edifice  often  on 
the  brink  of  tumbling,  yet  still  firm  and  well  founded. 

1307 —  Pope  Clement  V.  sends  a  legate  to  Hun- 
gar>'  to  give  the  crown  to  Charles  Robert  in  the  name 
of  the  holy  see.  Formerly  this  kingdom  was  in  the 
gift  of  the  emperors,  hut  at  this  time  the  pope*  dis- 
posed of  it,  as  well  as  of  Naples.  The  Hungarians 
chose  to  be  vassals  to  the  unarmed  popes,  rather  than 
of  the  emperors,  who  mi^t  enslave  them.  But  it 
would  have  been  still  better  to  be  vassals  to  no  power 
whatsoever. 

Switzerland  held  of  the  empire,  and  part  of  that 
cotmtry  belonged  to  the  house  of  Austria,  as  Frei- 
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burg,  Lucerne,  Zug,  and  Glarus.  These  small  towns, 
although  subjects,  had  great  privileges,  and  were 
ranked  with  the  mixed  towns  of  the  empire;  others 
were  imperial,  and  governed  by  their  own  citizens, 
such  as  Zurich,  Basel  and  Scliaffhausen.  The  can- 
tons of  Uri,  SchwjTi,  and  Untcrwalden  were  under 
the  palronai^,  but  not  under  the  dominkm,  of  the 
house  of  Austria. 

The  emperor  Albert  wanted  to  be  despotic  through 
the  whole  cauntr)'.  The  governors  and  conimtssa- 
ries  whom  he  sent  thither  exercised  a  species  of 
tyranny  which  at  first  produced  abundance  of  misery. 
but  in  the  end  was  productive  of  the  blessing  of 
liberty. 

The  founders  of  that  liberty  were  called  Melcb- 
thal,  Slauffachcr,  and  Walter  Furst.  The  diflficulty 
of  pronouncing  such  respectable  names  has  in  some 
measure  injured  their  fame.  These  three  peasants, 
being  men  of  sense  and  resolution,  were  the  first 
conspirators:  each  of  them  engaged  three  others: 
and  those  nine  brought  over  the  cantons  of  Uri, 
Schwyz  and  Unlerwalden. 

Alt  the  historians  allege  that  while  they  were 
conoening  the  conspiracy,  a  governor  of  Uri,  whose 
name  was  Gesslcr,  took  it  in  his  head  to  cxerdse  a 
kind  of  tyranny  equally  horrible  and  ridiculous.  He 
commanded,  say  they,  one  of  his  caps  to  be  placed 
on  the  top  of  a  pole  erected  in  the  market-place,  and 
decreed  that  every  person  should  bow  to  the  cap.  on 
pain  of  death.    One  of  the  conspirators,  called  Will- 
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iam  Tell,  would  uot  &alute  the  cap.  The  governor 
condemned  him  to  be  hanged,  and  would  not  pardon 
him  except  on  condition  that  the  convict,  who  wa^ 
esteemed  an  expert  archer,  should  bring  down  with 
an  arrow  an  apple  placed  on  the  head  of  his  own 
son.  The  father  shot  in  the  utmost  trepidation,  and 
was  so  lucky  as  to  hit  the  apple.  Gessler,  perceiving 
another  arrow  under  Tell's  coat,  asked  what  h« 
intended  to  do  with  it.  "  It  was  intended  ior  thee," 
said  the  Swiss,  "  had  I  wounded  my  son." 

Tlie  story  of  the  apple  i»,  I  own,  very  suspicious, 
and  what  follows  is  no  less  doubtful.  But,  in  short, 
it  is  generally  believed  that  TcII.  being  put  in  irons, 
afterwards  killed  the  governor  with  an  arrow;  that 
Itiis  was  the  signal  for  the  conspirators,  and  that 
the  people  seized  the  fortresses  and  demolished  those 
instruments  of  their  slavery. 

1308  —  Albert,  being  on  the  eve  of  venturing  his 
forces  against  that  courage  inspired  by  the  enthusi* 
asm  of  new-bom  liberty,  loses  his  life  in  a  melan- 
choly manner.  His  own  nephew,  John,  improperly 
called  duke  of  Suabia,  who  could  not  obtain  from 
him  the  enjoyment  of  his  patrimony,  conspires  his 
death  with  the  help  of  some  accomplices.  He  him- 
self gives  the  emperor  the  fatal  stab,  while  he  was 
M-alking  with  hiin  near  Wtndisch,  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Reuss,  in  the  canton  of  Aargau,  Switzer- 
land. Few  sovereigns  have  died  a  more  tragical 
death,  and  none  was  ever  less  regretted.  In  all  prob- 
ability the  deed  by  which  Austria,  Styria,  and  Car- 
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niola  were  conveyed  by  the  emperor  Rudolph  of 
Hapsburg  to  his  two  sons  was  the  cause  of  this  asso- 
ciation. John,  son  of  Prince  Rudolph,  having  In  vain 
demanded  his  stiarc,  which  was  detained  by  his  uncle, 
Albert,  resolved  to  obtain  possession  by  committing 
the  crime  of  high  treason. 


HENRY  VII. 
Of  th€  House  of  Luxemburg. 

THtRTY-FIRST  EMPEROR. 

1308  —  After  the  nmrdcr  of  Albert,  the  throne  of 
Germany  continuctl  vacant  for  seven  months. 
Among  the  pretenders  to  this  throne,  we  reckon 
Philip  the  Fair,  king  of  Trance;  but  there  is  tw 
monument  of  the  history  of  France  that  makes  the 
least  mention  of  this  circumstance- 
Charles  dc  Valois,  that  monarch's  brother,  enters 
the  lists  of  competition.  He  was  a  prince  who  went 
everywhere  in  quest  of  kingdoms.  He  had  received 
the  crown  of  Aragon  from  the  hands  of  Pope  Martin 
IV.,  and  done  him  homage,  and  taken  the  oath  of 
fidelity  which  the  popes  exact  from  the  kings  of 
Aragon ;  but  all  he  hid  was  a  vain  title.  Boniface 
Vin.  had  promised  to  make  him  king  of  the 
Romans,  but  could  not  keep  his  word. 

Bertrand  of  Got,  a  Gascon,  archbishop  of  Bor- 
deaux, being  raised  to  the  pontificate  of  Rome  by 
tlie  protection  of  Philip  llie  Fair,  promises  the 
imperial  crown  to  that  prince.    The  popes  could  do 
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a  ^eat  deal  at  this  period,  in  spite  of  their  inipoieD< 
becaiue  their  refusing  to  acknowledge  a  king  ol 
the  Romans  elected  in  Germany  was  often  a  prete 
for  factions  and  dvtl  war. 

This  pap«,  Oement  V.,  acts  in  diametrical  oppo- 
sition to  his  promise.     He  underhand  presses  thcj 
electors  to  choose  Henry  count  of  Luxemburg. 

That  prince  is  the  first  who  was  chosen  by  si: 
electors  only,  all  the  six  great  officers  of  the  crown ; 
the  archbishops  of  Mentz.  Trier,  and  Cologne,  aa, 
chancellors ;  the  count  palatine,  of  the  present  houa 
o{  Bavaria,  as  grand  master  of  the  household ; 
duke  of  Saxony,  of  the  house  of  Ascania,  as  great 
master  of  the  horse,   and  the  marquis  of  Branden- 
burg, of  the  same  house  of  Ascania,  as  great  cbatn-j 
bertain. 

The  king  of  Bohemia,  as  great  cup-bearer,  was] 
not  present,  nor  did  any  person  represent  him  byl 
proxy.  The  kingdom  of  Bohemia  was  then  vacant ; 
for  the  Bohemians  would  not  acknowledge  tJie  duke 
of  Carinlhia,  whom  they  had  elected,  but  made  war 
upon  him  as  a  tyrant.  fl 

It  was  tlie  count  palatine  who,  in  the  name  of  the 
six  electors,  nominated  "  Henry,  count  of  Luxem- 
burg, king  of  the  Romans,  future  emperor,  pn>< 
tector  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  defendo^^ 
of  widows  and  orphans." 

1309  —  Henry  VI I .  begins  by  avenging  the  assas- 
sination of  the  emperor  Albert  He  puts  the  mur- 
derer, John,  the  pretended  duke  of  Suabia,  to  the 
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tan  of  the  empire.  Frederick  and  Leopold  o£  Aus- 
tria, his  cousins,  descentled  like  him  from  Rudolph 
of  Hapsburg.  execute  the  sentence,  and  receive  the 
investiture  of  his  domains. 

One  of  the  asitassins,  called  Rudolph  of  Warth, 
a  considerable  nobleman,  is  taken,  and  with  him 
begins  the  custom  of  breaking  on  the  wheel.  As  for 
John,  after  havtr^  wandered  a  long  time  from  place 
to  place,  he  obtains  the  pope's  absolution,  and  turns 
monk. 

The  emperor  confers  upon  his  son  the  title  of  duke 
of  Luxemburg,  without,  however,  erecting  Luxem- 
burg into  a  duchy.  There  were  dukes  by  brevet,  as 
we  now  see  them  in  France,  but  they  were  all 
princes.  We  have  already  seen  that  the  emperors 
created  Icings  by  brevet. 

The  emperor,  with  a  view  to  establish  his  family, 
causes  his  son,  John  of  Luxemburg,  to  be  elected 
king  of  Bohemia.  There  was  a  necessity  of  conquer- 
ing it  from  the  duke  of  Cariathia,  and  this  was  no 
difficult  task,  as  the  whole  nation  was  against  the 
said  duke. 

All  the  Jews  are  expelled  from  Germany,  and 
a  great  part  of  them  stripped  of  their  effects.  That 
people,  devoted  to  usury  ever  since  it  had  been 
known,  having  always  exercised  that  profession  at 
Babylon.  Alexandria,  Rome,  and  through  all  Europe, 
had  everywhere  rendered  themselves  equally  neces- 
sary and  execrable,  There  was  scarce  a  town  in 
which  the  Jews  were  not  accused  of  sacrificing  a 
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child  on  Friday,  and  stabbing  the  host.  Processions 
arc  still  made  in  several  towns,  in  remembrance  of 
the  hosts  which  have  have  been  stabbed  and  shed 
blood.  These  ridiculous  impeachmenrs  served  ai 
pretexts  10  strip  them  of  ilteir  wealth. 

>3'o  —  Tile  order  of  Templars  is  treated  more 
enielly  than  the  Jews.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
incomprehensible  events.  Knights  who  made  a  vow 
to  fight  for  Jesus  Christ  arc  accused  of  renouncing 
him,  adoring  a  copper  head,  and  of  committing  the 
most  horrible  debauches  by  way  of  secret  ceremonies 
at  their  reception  into  the  order.  In  France  they 
are  condemned  to  the  stake,  in  consequence  of  a 
bull  of  Pope  Clement  V.,  and  of  their  great  posses- 
sions. Molai  Gtii,  brother  of  the  dauphin 
d'Auvergne,  great  master  of  the  order,  and  seventy- 
four  knights,  in  vain  make  oath  that  the  order  is 
innocent  of  the  charge.  Philip  the  Fair,  incensed 
against  them,  causes  them  to  be  found  guilty;  they 
are  condemned  by  the  pope,  who  is  devoted  to  the 
king  of  France,  and  Bfly-ninc  arc  burned  in  Paris. 
They  arc  persecuted  everywhere.  Two  years  after 
this  event  the  pope  abolishes  the  order;  but  in  Ger- 
many nothing  is  done  to  their  prejudice;  perhaps 
because  they  were  too  much  persecuted  in  France.  In 
all  probability  the  debauchery  of  some  young  knights 
had  given  occasion  to  calumniate  the  whole  order. 

Henry  Vll.  resolves  to  re-establish  llie  empire  in 
Italy. 

No  emperor  had  been  there  since  Frederick  II. 
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A  diet  is  held  at  Frankfort,  in  order  to  establish 
John  of  Luxemburg,  king  of  Bolicmia,  vicar  of  ihe 
empire,  and  to  provide  for  (he  emperor's  journey. 
This  journey  is  well  known  by  the  name  of  "  (he 
Roman  expedition."  Every  state  of  the  empire  con- 
tributes a  certain  sum  to  furnish  soldiers,  horse*! 
men  or  money. 

The  emperor's  commissaries,  by  whom  he  is  pre- 
ceded, take  the  usual  oath  to  the  pope's  commissaries 
at  Lausanne,  on  the  i  ith  of  October.  An  oath  was 
always  considered  by  the  popes  as  an  act  of  homage 
and  obedience,  and  by  the  emperors  as  a  promise  of 
protection ;  but  the  words  of  it  were  favorable  to  the 
pretensions  of  the  popc& 

131 1  —  Italy  is  still  divided  by  Ihc  factions  of  the 
Gueiphs  and  Ghibclltncs.  But  these  factions  had  no 
longer  the  same  aim  as  heretofore ;  they  no  longer 
fought  for  the  emperor  or  pope.  It  was  a  word  of 
reproach,  to  whicti  there  was  no  precise  idea  affixed. 
We  have  seen  an  example  of  the  same  kind  in  the 
factions  of  the  whigs  and  tories  of  England. 

Pope  Clement  V.  fled  from  Rome,  where  he  had 
no  power,  and  settled  his  court  at  Lyons,  with  his 
mistress,  the  countess  of  Perigord.  where  he  amassed 
money  to  the  utmost  of  his  power. 

Rome  was  to  the  anarchy  of  popular  government. 
The  Colonnas.  the  Oraini.  and  the  Roman  barons 
divide  the  city,  and  this  division  is  the  cause  of 
the  long  abode  of  the  popes  upon  the  banks  of  the 


398 


rninaTs  of  the  Ei 


mpire. 


ipi 


RiiOTic;   so  that  Rome  seemed  equally  lost  to  tha 
popes  and  the  emperors. 

Sicily  remains  with  the  bouse  of  Aragoti.  Charles^ 
Robert,  king  of  Hungary,  disputed  the  kingdom  of  j 
Naples  with  his  uncle  Robert,  son  of  Charles  II.,  | 
of  the  house  of  Anjou. 

The  house  of  Este  had  esublished  itself  at  Fer- 
rara,  and  the  Venetians  wanted  to  make  themsdves 
masters  of  that  country. 

The  old  league  of  the  Italian  towns  waa  far  from 
subsisting.  It  had  been  made  with  no  other  view 
but  to  oppose  the  emperors.  But  since  these  had 
left  off  coming  to  Italy,  the  towns  were  wholly 
employed  in  a^randizing  themselves  at  the  expense 
of  one  another.  The  Florentines  and  Genoese  made 
war  upon  the  republic  of  Pisa.  Besides,  every  town 
was  divided  into  factions  within  itself:  Florence 
between  the  blacks  and  the  whites,  and  Milan 
between  the  adhercota  of  Visconti  and  the  Turriani. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  these  troubles  that  Henry 
VIJ.  at  length  appears  in  luly.  He  caused  himself 
to  be  crowned  king  of  Lomhardy  in  Milan.  The 
Guelphs  conceal  the  old  irtm  crown  of  the  Lombard 
kings,  as  if  the  right  of  reigning  were  attached  to 
a  small  iron  circle.  The  emperor  orders  a  new 
crown  to  be  made, 

Tlie  Turriani  and  the  emperor's  own  clianeellor 
conspire  against  his  life  in  Milan.  He  condemns  hi* 
chancellor  to  the  flames.  Most  of  the  towns  of 
Lombardy.  such  as  Crcma.  Cremona,  Lodi,  and  Bres- 
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cia,  refuse  to  obey  him.    He  subdues  them  by  force, 

and  there  is  abundance  of  blood  shed. 

He  marches  to  Rome.    Robert,  king  of  Naples,  in 

cnncerl  with  the  pope,  shuts  the  gates  against  htm, 

ordering  his  brother,  John,  the  prince  of  Morea,  to 
march  towards  Rome  with  the  men  of  arms  and 
the  infantry. 

Several  towns,  namely  Florence,  Bolcgfna,  and 
Lucca,  privately  associate  with  Robert.  In  the 
meantime  the  pope  writes  from  Lyons  to  the 
emperor  that  he  wishes  for  nothing  so  much  as  his 
coronation ;  and  the  king  of  N'aples  makes  the  same 
profession,  assuring  him  that  the  prince  of  Morea 
is  at  Rome  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  establish 
order  in  the  city.  Henry  VII.  presents  himself  at 
the  gate  of  the  city  Leonini,  which  contains  the 
church  of  St.  Peter,  but  he  is  obliged  to  besiege  it 
before  he  can  enter.  He  is  defeated,  instead  of  being 
crowned.  He  negotiates  with  another  part  of  the 
city,  and  desires  he  may  be  crowned  in  the  church 
of  St.  John  of  Lateran.  The  cardinals  oppose  his 
demand,  saying  it  cannot  be  done  without  the  per^ 
mianon  of  the  pope. 

The  people  of  that  district  espouse  the  emperor's 
cause,  and  he  is  crowned  in  a  tumult  by  some  car- 
dinals. Then  he  orders  the  lawyers  to  discuss  the 
que.ttion  :  "  Whether  or  not  the  pope  can  command 
the  emperor  in  any  case  ?  and  whether  the  kingdom 
of  Naples  holds  of  the  empire  or  of  the  holy  see?  " 
His  lawyers  fail  not  to  decide  in  his  favor,  and  the 
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pope  takes  care  to  have  a  contrary  dedsion  by  the 

lawyers  of  his  own  party. 

I J13  —  Wc  have  already  seen  that  it  is  the  dcitiny 
of  the  emperors  to  want  force  sufficient  to  maintain 
their  dominion  in  Rome.  Henry  VII.  is  obliged  to 
quit  that  city.  He  in  vain  besieges  Florence,  and 
as  vainly  summons  Robert,  Icing  of  Naples,  to  appear 
before  him ;  and  no  less  vainly  does  he  put  that  king 
to  the  ban  of  the  empire  as  a  person  guilty  of 
treason:  "  Banishing  him  forever  on  pain  of  losing 
his  head."    This  decree  is  dated  April  35. 

He  issues  decrees  of  the  same  nature  againat 
Florence  and  Lucca,  permitting  the  inhabitants  to 
be  murdered.  Wenceslaus,  in  his  madness,  would 
not  have  published  such  rescripts.  He  orders  his 
brother,  the  archbishop  of  Trier,  to  levy  troops  in 
Germany.  He  obtains  lifty  galleys  from  the  Genoese 
and  the  Pisans.  There  is  a  conspiracy  at  Naples  in 
his  favor.  He  entertains  the  notion  of  conquering 
Naples  and  afterwards  Rome;  but  when  ready  to 
depart  he  dies  near  the  town  of  Sienna. 

The  decree  against  the  Florentines  was  an  invita- 
tion to  take  him  off  by  jx^ison.  A  Dominican,  called 
Politian  de  Montcpulciano,  who  gave  him  the  sacra- 
ment, is  said  to  have  mixed  poison  in  the  conse- 
crated wine.  It  is  difficult  to  prove  such  crimes. 
But  the  Dominicans  did  not  obtain  of  his  son  John, 
king  of  Bohemia,  letters  patent  declaring  their  inno- 
cence until  thirty  years  after  the  emperor's  death. 
It  would  have  been  more  prudent  to  have  obtained 
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those  letters  at  the  very  time  when  people  began  to 
accuse  them  of  this  sacrilegious  murder.  Here  fol- 
lows an  interregnum  of  fourteen  months. 

In  the  last  years  of  Henry  VII.  the  Teutonic  order 
aggrandized  itself,  and  made  conquests  upon  the 
i<iolaters  and  Christians  who  inhabited  the  coast 
of  the  Baltic  They  even  made  themselves  masters 
of  Dantzic,  which  they  afterwards  gave  up.  They 
purchased  the  country  of  Prussia,  called  Pomerania, 
from  a  margrave  of  Brandenburg,  in  whose  pos- 
session it  was.  While  the  Teutonic  knights  became 
conquerors,  the  Templars  were  destroyed  in  Ger- 
many, as  in  other  countries ;  and  though  they  sup- 
ported themselves  some  years  longer  towards  the 
Rhine,  their  order  was  at  last  entirely  abolished. 

1314 — Pope  Qemeat  V,  condemns  the  memory 
of  Henry  VII.,  and  declares  the  oath  which  that 
emperor  had  taken  at  his  coronation  to  be  an  oath 
of  fidelity,  consequently  the  act  of  a  vassal  doing 
homage. 

He  dissolves  the  sentence  which  Henry  VII.  bad 
pronounced  against  the  king  of  Naples,  "  Because," 
says  he  justly,  "  King  Robert  is  our  vassal." 

But  the  popte  adds  very  astonishing  clauses  to  this 
reason:  "  We  have."  said  he,  "  the  superiority  of 
the  empire,  and  we  succeed  to  the  emperor  during  a 
vacancy,  by  the  full  powtr  we  have  received  from 
Jesus  Christ." 

By  virtue  of  that  pretension  the  pope  created  Rob- 
ert, king  of  Naples,  vtcar  of  the  empire  in  Italy. 
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Thus  the  popes,  who  feared  nothing  so  much  as  an 
emperor,  were  themselves  aiding  and  assisting  in 
perpetuating  that  dignity,  hy  acknowledging  that 
a  vicar  was  wanted  during  an  interregnum.  But 
they  nominated  this  vicar  in  order  to  vest  themselves 
with  the  right  of  appointing  an  emperor. 

The  cleaors  arc  long  divided  in  Germany.  It 
was  already  an  established  opinion  that  the  right  of 
voting  belonged  solely  to  the  great  officers  of  the 
household,  namely  the  three  ecclesiastical  cluncet- 
lors  and  the  four  secular  princes.  These  officers 
had  long  possessed  the  chief  influence.  They 
declared  the  nomination  by  the  majority  of  votea, 
and  gradually  arrogated  to  themselves  the  sole  right 
of  electing 

This  is  so  true  that  Henry,  duke  of  Carinthia,  who 
assumed  the  title  of  King  of  Bohemia,  disputed,  in 
that  quality  alone,  the  right  of  elector  with  John  of 
Luxemburg,  son  of  Henry  VII.,  who  was  in  effect 
king  of  Bohemia. 

John  and  Rudolph,  dukes  of  Saxony,  who  had 
each  a  part  of  that  province,  pretended  to  share  the 
rights  of  elector,  and  even  to  be  both  electors, 
because  both  took  the  appellation  of  grand-marshal. 

Louis,  duke  of  Bavaria,  the  same  tliat  was 
emperor,  head  of  the  Bavarian  branch,  wanted  to 
share  the  right  of  voting  with  his  eldest  brother, 
Rudolph,  count  palatine. 

In  that  case,  there  would  have  been  ten  electors, 
wbo  represented   seven  officers  holding  the  seven 
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principal  posts  of  the  empire.  Of  these  ten  electors, 
five,  named  Louis,  duke  of  Bavaria,  who,  adding  his 
own  Tcte,  is  thus  elected  by  a  majori^  of  one. 

The  odier  four  chose  Frederick,  duke  of  Austria, 
son  of  die  emperor  Albert,  and  this  duke  of  Austria 
did  not  redton  his  own  vote;  an  evident  proof  that 
Austria,  as  it  did  not  furnish  a  great  officer,  had  no 
ri^t  of  voting. 
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LOUIS  V.  OR  LOUIS  OF  BAVARIA. 

TlJIRTV-SECnND  eUPEKOK. 

1315 — Louis  of  Bavaria  is  reckoned  emperor, 
because  he  was  elected  by  the  majority;  but  chiefly, 
because  his  rival,  Frederick  the  Fine,  was  unfor- 
tunate. 

Frederick  is  consecrated  at  Cologne  by  the  arch- 
bishop of  that  place,  and  Louis  at  Aix-!a-Chapellc, 
hy  the  archbishop  of  Menfx,  who  arrogates  that 
privilege  to  himself,  although  the  archbishop  of 
Colore  is  metropolitan  of  Aix. 

These  two  consecrated  competitors  necessarily 
produce  civil  wars,  and  this  is  the  more  so  because 
Louis  of  Bavaria  was  uncle  to  his  rival,  Frederick. 
Some  of  the  Swiss  cantnns  already  confederated 
take  arms  in  favor  of  Louis  of  Bavaria,  and  by  these 
means  defend  their  liberty  against  the  house  o£ 
Austria. 

If  tbe  Swiss  had  possessed  the  eloquence,  as  they 
did  the  courage,  of  the  Athenians,  at  the  memorable 
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battle  of  Morgarten.  this  day  would  have  been  as 
famous  as  that  of  Therniopyla:-  Sixteen  hundred 
Swiss,  from  the  cantons  of  Uri,  Schwyr,  and  Unter- 
walden,  defeat  a  formidable  army  belonging  to  the 
duke  of  Austria,  at  the  passage  of  the  mountains. 
The  field  of  the  battle  of  Morgarten  is  the  true 
cradle  of  their  liberty. 

1316 — Pope  John  XXII.,  residing  at  Avignon 
and  Lyons,  like  his  two  predecessors,  though  he 
dares  not  set  foot  in  Italy,  hut  was  obliged  to  aban- 
don Rome,  nevertheless  declares  that  the  empire 
depends  on  the  Roman  Church,  and  summons 
the  two  pretenders  to  his  tribunal.  There  had  been 
greater  revolutions  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  but  non« 
more  singular  in  the  mind  of  man,  than  to  see  the 
successors  of  the  Cxsars,  who  were  created  on  the 
banks  of  the  Main,  submit  the  rights  which  they 
had  not  over  Rome  to  a  pontiff  of  Rotne  created  at 
Avignon.  While  the  kings  of  Germany  pretend  to 
have  the  right  of  bestowing  the  kingdoms  of  Europe, 
the  popes  pretend  to  nominate  emperors  and  kings, 
and  the  Roman  people  reject  both  emperor  and  pope. 

1317  —  We  must  imagine  that  Italy  was  now  as 
much  divided  as  Germany.  It  was  still  torn  in  pieces 
by  the  Guelphs  and  Ghibclltncs.  The  Guelphs,  with 
Robert,  king  of  Naples,  at  their  bead,  adhere  to 
Frederick  of  Austria  ;  the  ChibelHncs  were  on  the 
side  of  Louis.  Tlie  chiefs  of  this  faction  arc  the 
Viscontis  of  Milan.  This  house  established  its  own 
power  under  the  pretext  of  maJntaining  that  of  the 
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cmper<H-s.      France   already   intermeddled,   though 
feebly,  in  the  affairs  of  the  Milanese. 

1318  —  War  between  Eric,  king  of  Denmark,  and 
'Waldcmar.  margrave  of  Brandenburg,  who  alone 
supports  the  war,  unaided  by  any  prince  of  the 
empire.  When  a  weak  state  holds  out  a£:ainst  a 
stronger,  we  may  be  assured  it  Is  governed  by  a 
superior  man. 

In  the  course  of  this  short  quarrel,  which  was  soon 
accommodated,  the  duke  of  Lauenburg  is  made  pris- 
oner  by  the  margrave,  and  redeems  himself  for  six- 
teen thousand  marks  of  silver.  From  these  ransoms 
we  may  nearly  guess  the  quantity  of  specie  which 
then  circulated  in  those  countries,  when  the  princes 
had  cverylhine  and  the  people  almost  nothing. 

1319  —  The  two  emperors  consent  to  decide  Ihetr 
most  important  quarrel  by  thirty  champions.  An 
old  custom,  which  chivalry  has  sometimes  renewed. 

This  combat  of  fifteen  against  fifteen,  fighting  man 
to  man,  was  like  that  of  the  Greek  and  Trojan 
beroe*.  It  decided  nothing,  and  was  only  a  prelude 
to  the  battle  which  was  fought  hy  the  two  armies 
after  they  had  been  spectators  of  the  combat  of 
diir^.  Louis  is  conqueror  in  this  battle,  but  his 
victory  is  not  decisive. 

1330-21  —  Philip  of  Valois.  nephew  of  Philip  the 
Fair,  king  of  France,  accepts  of  Pope  John  XXfl. 
the  quality  of  lieutenant-general  of  the  Church 
■gainst  the  GhiheDines  in  Italy.  Philip  of  Valois 
goes  thither   In   hope   of  establishing  some   party 
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among  so  nany  divisions.  The  Viscootis  find  means 
to  make  him  repass  the  Alps,  by  »omelin»ea  Eamish- 
ing  his  little  army,  and  sometiroes  having  recourse 
to  negoliations. 

Italy  continues  divided  between  Cuelphs  and 
Ghibctltnc!!,  without  engaging  heartily  either  for 
Frederick  of  Austria  or  Louis  of  Bavaria. 

1333' — Another  battle,  which  proved  decisive,  is 
fought  between  the  two  emperors  near  Mtihldorf, 
September  38.  1332.  The  duke  of  Austria  is  taken, 
together  with  his  brother  Henry,  and  Fcrri,  duke  of 
Lorraine.  From  that  day  there  was  but  one  emperor. 

Leopold  of  Austria,  brother  of  the  two  prisoners, 
in  vain  continues  the  war. 

John  of  Luxemburg,  king  of  Bohemia,  tired  of 
the  contradictions  he  daily  underwent  in  his  own 
country-,  sends  his  son  to  be  educated  in  France,  at 
the  court  of  King  Charles  the  Fair.  He  exchanges 
his  crown  with  the  emperor  for  the  palatinate  of  the 
Rhine,  The  circumstance  seems  incredible.  The 
possessor  of  the  palatinate  of  the  Rhine  was  Rudolph 
of  Bavaria,  the  emperor's  own  brother.  This 
Rudolph  liad  embraced  the  party  of  Frederick  of 
Austria  against  his  brother,  and  the  Emperor  Louis 
of  Bavaria,  who  had  made  himself  master  of  the 
palatinate,  gains  Bohemia  by  the  bargain. 

It  is  not  in  every  country  that  men  may  be  bought 
and  sold  tike  cattle.  The  whole  noblesse  of  Bohemia 
rise  as  one  man  against  this  agreement,  which  they 
declare  void  and  injurious,  and  accordingly  it  wa* 
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of  no  eflea ;  but  Rudolph  was  I«ft  deprived  of  hU 
palatiaate. 

1323  —  An  event  still  more  extraordinary  hap- 
pens in  Brandenburg.  The  margrave  of  that 
country,  descended  from  the  ancient  house  of 
Ascania,  quits  his  margraviatc  to  go  in  pilgrimage 
to  the  Holy  Land,  leaving  his  dominions  to  his 
brother,  who  dies  in  four-and-twenty  days  after  the 
pilgrim's  departure.  There  were  a  number  of  rela- 
tives capable  of  succeeding.  The  ancient  house  of 
Saxe-Lauenburg,  and  that  of  Anbalt,  had  preten- 
sions. The  emperor,  in  order  to  make  all  the  com- 
petitors agree,  and  without  waiting  for  news  of  the 
true  possessor's  pilgrimage,  resolved  to  appropriate 
to  his  own  family  the  dominions  of  Brandenburg, 
with  which  he  accordingly  invests  his  own  son, 
Louis. 

The  emperor  takes  for  his  second  wife  tJie  daugh- 
ter of  the  count  of  Hainault  and  Holland,  who 
brings  htm  by  way  of  dower  these  two  provinces, 
together  with  Zealand  and  Fricsland.  No  state  near 
the  Low  Countries  was  looked  upon  as  a  masculine 
fief.  The  emperors  did  not  forget  their  own  houses 
while  they  provided  for  the  good  of  the  empire. 

The  emperor,  having  vanquished  his  competitor) 
has  the  pope  still  to  conquer.  John  XXH.,  from  the 
banks  of  the  Rhone,  did  not  fail  to  influence  a  great 
pan  of  Italy,  and  animate  the  faction  of  the  Guetphs 
against  the  Ghibellines.  He  declares  the  Viscontis 
heretics,  and  as  the  emperor  favors  the  Viscontis, 
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decUres  the  emperor  a  favorer  o£  heretics ;  nay,  by 
a  bull  dated  October  9,  he  orders  Louts  oE  Bavaria 
to  rciiign  in  three  months  the  adnimistration  of  tbe 
empire,  "  for  having  assumed  the  title  of  King'  of 
ihe  Romans  without  waiting  until  the  pope  had 
examined  his  election."  The  emperor  contents  him- 
self with  protesting  against  this  bull.  As  yet  be 
could  do  no  belter. 

1324 — Louis  of  Bavaria  supports  the  remainder 
of  the  war  against  the  house  of  Austria  while  he  is 
attacked  by  the  pope. 

John  XXII.,  by  a  new  bull  dated  July  15,  declares 
the  emperor  contuntacious,  and  deprives  him  of  all 
right  to  thr  rnipirc,  if  he  docs  not  appear  before  his 
holiness  by  the  first  of  October.  Louis  of  Bavaria 
publiiihes  a  rescript,  inviting  the  Oiurch  to  depose 
the  pope,  and  appeals  to  a  future  council. 

Marcilius  of  Padua  and  John  of  Ghent,  a  Prands- 
can,  come  and  offer  their  pens  to  the  emperor  against 
the  pope,  pretending  to  prove  the  holy  father  a  here- 
tic. He  actually  had  verj-  singular  opinions,  which 
he  was  obliged  to  retract. 

1325  —  When  wc  thus  sec  the  popes,  who  arc  not 
possessed  even  of  one  town,  talk  dictatorially  to 
emperors,  we  may  easily  guess  that  ihcir  sole  aim 
is  to  take  the  advantage  of  popular  prejudice  and  the 
interests  of  princes.  Tlie  house  of  Austria  had  still 
a  party  in  Germany,  although  the  head  of  it  was  in 
prison ;  and  it  is  only  at  the  liead  of  a  party  that  a 
bull  can  be  dangerous. 
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Alsace,  for  example,  and  the  coanty  of  Messina, 
bdd  for  that  house.  I'he  emperor  made  an  allianct 
with  his  prisoner,  the  dulcc  of  Lorraine,  the  arch- 
bishop of  Trier,  and  the  count  de  Bar,  in  order  to 
take  Met2-  The  city  was  actually  taken,  and  paid 
about  forty  thousand  livres  toumois  to  its  con- 
qaerors. 

Frederick  of  Austria,  betn^  still  in  prison,  the 
pope  resolves  to  give  the  empire  to  Charles  the  Fair, 
king  of  France.  It  would  have  been  natural  for  a 
pope  to  name  an  emperor  in  Italy.  It  was  thus  they 
proceeded  with  regard  to  Charlemagne;  but  long 
custom  prevailed,  and  it  was  necessary  that  Germany 
should  make  the  election.  Some  German  princes  are 
gained  over  to  the  interest  of  tlie  king  of  France, 
who  were  to  meet  him  at  Bar-sur^Aube.  The  king 
of  France  go«s  thither  and  finds  nobody  but  Leopold 
of  Austria. 

The  king  of  France  goes  home  again,  very  much 
chagrined  at  his  own  misconduct.  Leopold  of  Aus- 
tria, finding  himself  without  resource,  sends  the 
lance,  sword,  and  crown  of  Charlemagne  to  Louis  of 
Bavaria.  Public  opinion  stilt  attached  to  these  sym- 
bc^s  a  certain  right  which  confirmed  that  of  election. 

Louis  of  Bavaria  at  length  releases  his  prisoner, 
and  makes  him  sign  a  renunciation  of  the  empire  for 
the  life  of  Louis.  It  is  pretended  that  Frederick  of 
Austria  still  preserved  the  title  of  King  of  the 
Romans. 

1326  —  Leopold  of  Austria   dies.     It  roust  be 
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observed  that,  in  spiK  of  th«  laws,  the  constant  ctu- 
tora  was  thai  the  great  fiefs  should  still  be  divided 
among  the  heirs.  Thirty  children  would  have 
divided  the  same  estate  into  thirty  parts,  and  all 
have  borne  the  same  title.  AH  llic  male  descendants 
of  Rudolph  of  Hapsburg  bore  the  naniea  of  dukes  of 
Austria. 

Leopold  had  enjoyed  for  his  share  Alsace,  Switz- 
erland, -Stiabia,  and  the  Breisgau.  His  brothers  dis- 
puted this  inheritance  with  one  another;  and  at 
Icngtli  chose  John  of  Luxemburg,  king  of  Bohemia, 
for  amtrigue  or  arbiter. 

1327  —  At  length  Louis  of  Bavaria  goes  to  Italy, 
in  order  to  head  the  Ghibellincs,  and  the  pope  from 
afar  animates  the  Guelphs  against  him.  The  old 
quarrel  between  the  empire  and  papacy  is  renevred 
with  great  fury. 

Louis  marches  at  the  head  of  a  small  army  to 
Milan,  and  is  accompanied  by  a  crowd  of  Franciscan 
friars.  These  monks  were  excommunicated  by  Pope 
John  XXII.  for  having  maintained  that  their  cowl 
ought  to  be  more  pointed,  and  that  their  victuals  and 
drink  did  not  peculiarly  belong  to  them. 

The  same  Franciscans  treated  the  pope  as  a 
damned  heretic,  for  liis  opinion  touching  the  beatific 
vision. 

Tlie  emperor  is  crowned  king  of  Lombardy  at 
Milan,  not  by  the  archbishop,  who  refuses  to  per- 
form the  ceremony,  but  by  the  bisliop  of  Arezzoi. 

As  soon  as  that   prince  prepares  for  going  to 
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Rome  the  faction  of  tlie  Guetplis  press  the  pope  to 
return  to  that  city.  But  his  holiness  dares  not  go 
thither,  so  much  is  he  afraid  of  the  Ghibellinc  party 
and  the  emperor. 

The  Pisans  ofiEcr  the  emperor  sixty  thousand 
tivrcs,  provided  he  will  irot  pass  through  their  city 
in  his  march  to  Rome-  Louis  of  Bavaria  besieges 
Pisa>  and  at  the  end  of  three  days  compels  them  to 
give  him  an  addition  of  thirty  thousand  livrcs,  to 
stay  there  no  longer  than  two  months.  Historians 
say  they  were  livres  of  gold,  but  in  that  case  the 
whole  would  have  been  equal  to  six  millions  of  Ger- 
man crowns,  a  sum  more  easily  produced  in  writing 
than  in  actual  payment. 

A  new  bull  is  published  by  John  XXJI.,  dated  at 
Avignon,  October  22'  "We  reprobate  the  said 
Louis  as  a  heretic.  We  strip  the  said  Louis  of  all 
his  estate,  movable  and  iraniovable.  of  the  palati- 
nate of  the  Rhine,  and  of  all  right  to  the  empire; 
and  we  forbid  all  persons  whatever  to  supply  the  said 
Louis  with  com,  linen,  wine,  wood,  etc." 

The  emperor's  heresy  consisted  in  his  going  to 
Rome. 

1328 — Louis  of  Bavaria  is  crowned  in  Rome, 
without  taking  the  oath  of  fidelity.  The  famous 
Castniccio-Castnicani,  tyrant  of  Lucca,  at  first 
created  by  the  emperor  cotint  of  the  palace  of  the 
Latcran  and  governor  of  Rome,  conducts  htm  to 
St.  Peter's  with  the  four  chief  Roman  barons, 
Colonna,  Orsini,  Savelli,  and  Conti. 
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[^uis  is  consecrated  by  a  bishop  of  Venice, 
assisted  by  a  bishop  of  Aleria,  both  excommunicated 
by  the  pope.  Tlicre  was  little  disturbance  in  Rome 
at  thia  coronation. 

April  iS  tiie  emperor  holds  a  general  assembly, 
where  he  presides,  clothed  with  the  imperial  mantle, 
the  crown  on  his  head  and  the  sceptre  in  his  hand. 
One  Nicholas  Fabriano,  an  Augustine  monk,  there 
accuses  the  pope,  and  asks  "  if  any  one  present  has 
a  mind  to  defend  the  priest  of  Cahors,  who  calls 
himself  Pope  John."  The  order  of  Aug^ustines  wai 
doomed  to  produce  one  day  a  man  much  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  popes,  namely,  Martin  Luther. 

Then  the  sentence  was  read,  by  which  the  emperor 
deposes  the  pope.  "  We  will,"  says  he,  "  follow  the 
example  of  Olho  T.,  who,  with  the  clergy  and  people 
of  Rome,  deposed  Pope  John  XIl.  We  depose  from 
(he  see  of  Rome  James  of  Cahors,  convicted  of 
heresy  and  treason,"  etc. 

Young  Colonna,  secretly  attached  to  the  pope, 
publishes  his  opposition  in  Rome  by  fixing  it  to  the 
church  door,  and  betakes  htmsclf  to  flight. 

At  length  Lnuis  pronounces  sentence  of  death  on 
the  pope,  and  even  on  the  king  of  Na{)les,  who  had 
aoc^ted  of  the  pope  the  vicariate  of  the  empire  in 
Italy.  He  condemnti  both  to  be  burned  alive. 
Extravagant  resentment  often  becomes  ridiculoas. 
May  33  he,  by  his  own  authority,  elevates  to  the 
papal  chair  Peter  Rcinalucci,  of  the  town  of  G>r- 
biere,  of  Corbarie,  a  Dominican,  and  makes  the 
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Roman  people  agree  to  his  exaltation.  Instead  of 
kissing  liis  feci,  he  invests  him  b)r  the  ring,  and 
causes  himself  to  be  crowned  again  by  this  new 

IKXltiff. 

That  which  happens  to  all  emperors  since  the 
Othos,  happened  to  Louis  of  Bavaria.  The  Romans 
conspire  against  him.  The  king  of  Naples  arrives 
with  troops  at  the  gates  of  Rome.  The  emperor  and 
his  pope  arc  obliged  to  By  with  precipitation. 

1339 — The  emperor  takes  shelter  in  Pisa,  which, 
however,  he  is  obliged  to  quit.  He  returns  without 
an  army  to  Bavaria,  accompanied  by  two  Francis- 
cans, called  Michael  of  Ccsena  and  William  of 
Ockham.  who  wrote  against  the  pojjc.  The  antipopc, 
Peter  of  Corbierc,  skulks  from  town  to  town. 

Robert,  king  of  Naples,  reduces  Rome  and  several 
cities  of  Italy  under  the  domination,  or  rather  tbe 
protection,  of  the  pope. 

The  Viscontis  who  are  still  powerful  in  Milan, 
abandon  the  emperor,  who  can  no  longer  protect 
them,  and  espouse  the  party  of  John  XXII.,  who, 
though  still  a  refugee  at  Avignon,  stems  to  give 
laws  to  Europe,  and  actually  gives  them,  when  these 
bws  are  executed  by  the  strong  against  the  weak. 

Louis  of  Bn.varia.  while  in  Pavia.  makes  a  memor- 
able treaty  with  his  nephew  Robert,  son  of  Rudolph, 
dector  palatine,  who  died  an  exile  in  England,  and 
from  whom  the  whole  palatine  branch  ii  descended. 
By  this  treaty  he  divides  with  his  nephew  the  lands 
of  the  palatine  house ;  he  restores  to  him  the  palatin- 
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ate  of  the  Rhine  and  the  high  palatinate,  and  keeps 
Bavaria  for  himself.  He  stipulates  that  after  the 
extinction  of  one  of  the  houses  of  Palatine  and 
Bavaria,  which  come  from  the  same  common  stock, 
the  survivor  shall  enter  into  possession  of  all  the 
lands  and  dignities  of  the  other ;  and  in  the  mean- 
time the  vote  in  the  election  of  emperors  shall  belong' 
alternately  to  the  two  houses,  lite  right  of  voting, 
thu&  granted  to  the  house  of  Bavaria,  was  not  of 
long  duration ;  but  the  qtiarrel  occasioned  by  this 
agreement  between  the  two  houses  was  of  longer 
continuance. 

1330 — Pope  Peter  of  Corbicre,  concealed  in  a 
castle  of  Italy,  and  surrounded  by  soldiers  sent 
thither  by  the  archbishop  of  Pisa,  begs  pardon  of 
John  XXII..  who  promises  to  spare  his  life,  and 
give  him  a  pension  of  three  thousand  florins  of  gold 
for  his  subsistence. 

This  pope,  Frtar  Peter,  goes,  with  a  rope  about 
his  neck,  and  presents  himself  before  the  pope,  who 
sends  him  to  prison,  where  he  dies  in  less  than  three 
years.  It  is  not  known  whether  or  not  be  had  stipu- 
lated that  he  should  not  be  imprisoned. 

Christopher,  king  of  Denmark,  is  deposed  by  the 
states  of  the  country,  and  has  recourse  to  the  empire. 
The  dukes  of  Saxony.  Mecklenburg,  and  Pomcrania 
are  appointed  by  the  emperor  to  try  and  decide  this 
cause  between  that  prince  and  his  subjects. 

This  was  a  revival  of  the  emperor's  right  over 
Denmark,  which  had   been  extinct.     But  Gerard, 
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ooOTit  of  Holstein.  regent  of  ihc  kingdom,  would 
not  acknowledge  the  commission.  King  Christo- 
pher, vrith  the  forces  of  those  princes  and  the  assist- 
ance of  the  margrave  of  Brandenburg,  expels  the 
regent  and  rc-asccnds  the  throne. 

Louis  of  Bavaria  wants  to  be  reconciled  to  the 
pope,  and  sends  an  embassy  to  him  for  that  purpose. 
John  XXn.,  by  way  of  answer,  commands  the  king 
of  Bohemia  to  dethrone  the  enipcror. 

I  jji  —  John,  king  of  Bohemia,  instead  of  obeying 
the  pope,  joins  the  emperor,  and  marches  to  Italy 
with  an  anny.  as  vicar  of  the  empire.  Having 
reduced  Cremona,  Parma,  Pavia,  and  Mudeiia,  ht  is 
tempted  to  keep  them  for  himself,  and  with  this 
view  unites  himself  privately  with  the  pope.  The 
Guelphs  and  Ghibellines,  alarmed  at  this  union,  join 
against  John  XXII.  and  John,  king  of  Bohemia. 

The  emperor,  dreading  such  a  dangerous  vicar, 
excites  against  him  Olho  of  Austria,  brother  of  that 
very  Frederick  who  was  his  rival  for  the  empire; 
so  much  are  interests  varied  in  a  little  time. 

He  instigates  the  marquis  of  Meissen  and  Charles 
Robert,  king  of  Hungary,  and  even  Poland  itself.  A 
plain  proof  that  he  could  then  do  very  little  of  him- 
self. The  empire  was  seldom  weaker  than  at  this 
very  period.  But  Germany,  in  the  midst  of  all  these 
troubles,  is  still  respected  by  strangers,  and  still 
uninvaded. 

The  king  of  Bohemia,  on  his  return  to  Germany, 

defeats  all  hts  enemies,  one  after  another.    He  leaves 
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his  son  Charles  vicar  iii  Italy,  in  spite  of  Louis  of 
Bavaria,  and  he  himscU  marches  into  Poland.  John, 
kinff  of  Bolieinia,  was  then  the  real  emperor,  by 
mcana  of  his  power. 

The  Guclphs  and  Ghibcllincs.  notwithstanding 
their  mutual  antipathy,  join  in  Italy  against  Prince 
Charles  of  Bohemia.  The  king,  his  father,  being 
victor  in  Germany,  passes  the  Alps  to  support  his 
son.  He  arrives  just  when  tliat  prince  had  obtained 
a  signal  victory  near  Tyrol,  November  25. 

1  Ic  re-enters  i'raguc  in  triumph  with  his  son,  and 
gives  hitn  Uk:  march,  or  marquisalc.  or  margraviate 
of  Moravia,  for  which  lie  c^tacts  licgc  homage. 

1332  —  The  pope  continues  to  employ  religion  for 
the  success  of  his  intrigues.  Otho.  duke  of  Austria, 
gained  over  by  him,  quits  tlie  emperor's  party,  and 
being  cajoled  by  the  monks,  submits  his  dominions 
to  ll»^  holy  see,  declaring  himself  a  vassal  of  Rome. 
What  a  conjuncture  was  this,  when  such  an  action 
was  neither  punish«<l  nor  abhorred  I 

This  was  indeed  a  time  of  anarchy.  The  king  of 
Bohemia  renders  himself  formidable  to  the  emperor, 
and  endeavors  to  establish  his  credit  in  Gcnnany. 
He  and  his  son  had  obtained  victories  in  Italy,  but 
they  were  not  at  all  decisive.  All  Italy  was  in  arms. 
Ghibellines  against  Guelphs.  and  both  against  Uk 
Germans;  alt  the  towns  agreed  in  their  hatred  to 
Germany,  and  all  of  them  made  war  on  one  another. 
instead  of  miiting  to  break  their  chains  forever. 

During  these  troubles,  the  Teutonic  order  oon- 
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tntue-4  still  a  body  of  conquerors  towards  Russia. 
The  Poles  take  some  of  their  towns ;  and  John,  king 
of  Bohemia,  marches  to  their  assistance.  He  pene- 
trates as  far  as  Cracow.  He  appeases  the  trouble 
in  Silesia.  At  that  time  he  made  all  Europe  tremble, 
being  master  of  Bohemia,  Silesia,  and  Moravia. 

Slrasbur^,  Freiburg  in  Rricsgitu,  and  Basel,  unite 
in  these  troublesome  times  against  the  neighbor- 
ing tyrants:  and  several  other  towns  join  in  the 
association.  The  neighborhood  of  four  Swiss  can- 
tons become  free  inspires  those  people  with  senti- 
ments of  liberty, 

Otho  of  Austria  besieges  Colmar,  which  is  sup- 
ported against  him  by  the  emperor.  The  count  of 
Wiirtembcrg  and  the  king  of  Bohemia  furnish  the 
emperor  with  troops.  We  see  on  both  sides  an  army 
of  thirty  thousand  men,  but  this  for  one  campaign 
only.  The  emperor  was  then  no  more  than  any  other 
prince  of  Germany,  who  uses  liis  friends  against 
his  enemies.  What  would  have  been  the  case,  if  the 
whole  had  united  in  order  to  subdue  all  Italy  in  an 
effectual  manner? 

But  Germany  is  engrossed  by  nothing  but  internal 
quarrels.  The  duke  of  Austria  reconciles  himself 
to  the  emperor.  The  face  of  affairs  continually 
changes,  and  the  misery  of  the  people  oDnlioucs. 

1333  —  We  have  seen  John,  king  of  Bohemia. 
fighting  for  the  emperor;  now  behold  him  in  arms 
for  the  pope,  We  have  seen  Robert,  king  of  Naples, 
the  pope's  defender;   now  he  is  his  enemy.    The 
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same  king  of  Bohemia  who  lad  besieged  Cracow, 
goes  to  Italy,  in  concert  with  the  king  of  France, 
to  cslablish  the  pope's  iwwer  in  thai  rountry.  Thus 
men  are  led  about  by  ambition. 

What  is  the  consequence?  He  gives  battle,  near 
Ferrara,  to  Robert,  king  of  Naples,  united  with  the 
Viicontis  and  the  Scalas,  princes  of  Verona.  He 
is  twice  defeated,  and  returns  to  Germany,  after 
having  lost  his  troops,  his  money,  and  his  rcfnita- 
tion. 

Troubles  and  wars  in  Brabant,  on  account  of  the 
property  of  Mechlin,  which  the  duke  of  Brabant  and 
;  the  count  of  Flanders  du^putc  with  eacli  other.  The 
king  of  Bohemia  intermeddles  again.  A  compro- 
mise is  effected,  and  Mechlin  remains  with  the  count 
of  Flanders. 

1334  —  Meanwhile  the  emperor  Louis  of  Bavaria 
lives  quietly  at  Munich,  and  seems  to  meddle  no 
more  with  any  affairs  wliatsoever. 

Pope  John  XXII.,  being  more  restless,  soil  solicits 
the  German  princci  to  rise  against  Louis  of  Bavaria : 
and  the  Franciscans,  who  sided  with  Michael  de 
Cesena,  being'  condemned  by  the  pope,  press  the 
emperor  to  assemble  a  council  to  declare  the  pope  a 
heretic,  and  depose  him  accordingly. 

The  emperor  is  more  speedily  revenged  by  death 
than  by  a  council.  John  XXIL  dies  at  Avignon, 
December  3,  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  his  age. 

Villant  pretends  tliat  in  his  treasury-  was  found 
the  value  of  five  and  twenty  millions  of  gold  Borins, 
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dg'htMn  millions  of  which  was  in  specie.  "  I  hnow 
h,"  says  Villani,  "  from  my  brother  Roniuna,  wlio 
was  the  pope's  banker."  We  may  boldly  answer 
Villani,  ttiat  his  brother  was  a  great  cxaggerator. 
That  »um  would  have  been  cs^uat  tu  about  two  hun- 
dred millions  uf  German  crowns  of  tliese  tlays.  At 
that  tim«  such  a  sum  would  have  purcliascd  all  Italjr, 
and  yet  John  XXII.  never  set  foot  in  that  country. 
In  vain  did  he  add  a  third  crown  to  the  pontifical 
tiara :  he  was  not  the  more  powerful  on  that  account. 
True  it  is,  he  sold  a  great  number  of  benefices;  lie 
invented  aniiats,  reserves,  and  reversions,  and  set  a 
price  on  dispensations  and  absolutions.  AH  these 
expedients  arc  much  more  ineffectual  than  one 
would  imagine,  and  produce  a  great  deal  more  scan- 
dal than  money;  the  exactors  of  such  tributes  gen- 
erally pay  but  a  very  small  share  to  their  employers. 

One  thing  worthy  of  observation  is  that  he  had 
some  scniples  on  his  death-bed  about  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  aAirmcd  God  to  be  seen  in  heaven : 
but  he  liad  none  about  the  treasures  he  had  amassed 
on  earth. 

1335  —  Old  King  John  of  Luxembui^  marries  a 
young  princess  of  the  house  of  France,  and  Bourbon 
bnncli.  and  by  the  contract  of  marriage  settles  the 
dlKhy  of  Luxemburg  on  the  son  of  the  marriage. 
Almost  all  the  clauses  of  contracts  are  so  many  seeds 
of  war. 

Here  is  another  marriage  which  produces  a  war, 
altnost  as  soon  as  it  is  consummated.    The  old  king 
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of  Bohemia  had  a  second  son,  called  John  of  Lux- 
emburg, duke  of  Carinthia.  llie  young  prince  took 
the  title  of  duke  of  Carinthia.  because  his  wife  had 
pretensions  to  thai  duchy.  That  princess  of  Car- 
tmhia,  called  Margaret  Great  Mouth,  pretends  that 
Tier  husband.  John  of  Luxemburg,  is  impotent.  She 
finds  a  bishop  of  b'reiring  who  dissolves  (he  mar- 
riage without  formalities,  and  she  gives  herself  in 
marriage  to  the  marquis  of  Brandenburg. 

Interest  has  as  great  a  share  as  love  in  this  adul- 
tery. The  margrave  of  Brandenburg  was  son  of 
the  emperor  Louis  of  Bavaria.  Margaret  Great 
Motuh  brought  him  Tyrol  by  way  of  dower,  together 
with  her  claim  on  Carinthia:  thus  the  emperor  made 
no  difficulty  of  taking  this  lady  from  the  prince  of 
Bohemia,  and  giving  her  lo  his  son  of  Brandenburg. 
Tliis  marriage  excites  a  war  tliat  lasts  a  whole  year, 
and  after  abundance  of  bloodshed  the  parties  come 
to  a  very  singular  agreement — namely.  Iliat  young 
John  of  Luxemburg  shall  confess  his  wife  had  rea- 
son to  forsake  him,  and  approve  of  her  marriage 
with  the  emperor's  sou  ui  Brandenburg.  A  petty 
war  waged  by  the  Strasburgers  against  tlic  gentle- 
men «f  ihr  neigh Ijorbood.  Strasburg  acts  as  a  real 
independent  republic,  except  that  the  bishop  fre- 
quently put  himself  at  the  head  of  truups  in  order 
to  make  (he  citizens  dependent  on  the  see. 

1336-37 — Many  negotiations  are  b«gim  in  Ger- 
many, for  the  famous  war  which  Edward  III.,  king 
of  England,  meditated  against   Pliilip  de  Valou, 
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The  business  was  to  know  who  should  be  poaieued 
of  France. 

True  it  is,  that  country,  much  more  confined  than 
it  is  St  present,  weakened  by  the  divisions  of  the 
feudal  government,  and  without  any  considerable 
maritime  trade,  was  not  the  greatest  theatre  of 
Europe,  though  always  an  object  of  great  impor- 
tance. 

I'hilip  dc  Valois  on  one  side,  and  Edward  on  the 
other,  endeavor  to  engage  the  German  princes  in 
their  quarrel ;  but  the  Englishman  seems  to  have 
played  his  part  better  than  the  Frenchman.  Philip 
de  Valois  has  the  king  of  Bohemia  for  his  ally ;  and 
Edward  has  all  the  princes  that  border  on  France. 
In  particular  he  has  the  emperor  on  his  side; 
though  indeed  he  got  nothing  from  him,  except  let- 
ters patent,  but  these  create  him  vicar  of  the  empire. 
The  proud  Edward  willingly  consents  to  exercise 
that  vicariate  in  hope  of  seeing  the  war  against 
France  declared  the  war  of  the  empire.  His  com* 
mission  declares  that  he  may  coin  money  in  all  the 
territories  of  the  empire;  notliing  more  evidently 
proves  that  secret  respect  which  all  Europe  had  for 
the  imperial  dignity. 

While  Edward  strengthens  himself  with  the  tem- 
poral forces  of  Germany.  Philip  dc  Valois  tries  to 
put  in  action  the  spiritual  farces  of  the  pope,  which 
were  tlieii  of  little  signification. 

Pope  Benedict  XI..  still  re«iding  at  Avignon.  Uke 
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})]£  predecessors,  was  wholly  dependent  on  the  king 
o£  France. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  emperor,  who 
never  received  absolution  from  the  pope,  continued 
still  in  s  state  of  excommunication,  and  deprived 
of  all  his  rights,  in  the  vulgar  opinion  of  those 
times. 

Philip  dc  Valois,  who  could  do  anything  with  a 
pope  of  Avignon,  forces  Benedict  XI.  to  delay  the 
absolution  of  the  emperor.  Thus  the  authority  of  a 
prince  often  directs  the  pontifical  ministry,  and  that 
ministry  rouses  other  princes  in  its  turn.  There  is 
one  Henry,  diike  of  Bavaria,  related  to  Louis  the 
emperor,  and  still,  according  to  custom,  taking  the 
title  of  dulce,  without  having  the  duchy,  though  he 
possessed  part  of  Lower  Bavaria.  This  Henry  by 
deputation  asks  pardon  of  the  pope  for  having 
acknowledged  his  kinsman  emperor.  Thi&  meanness 
produces  none  of  those  revolutions  which  were 
expected  from  it  in  the  empire. 

1338 — Pope  Benedict  XI.  owns  be  is  hindered 
by  Philip  de  Valois,  king  of  France,  from  reconcil- 
ing the  emperor  Louis  to  the  church.  We  see  how 
almost  all  the  popes  have  been  no  more  than  the 
instruments  of  a  foreign  power.  They  frequently 
resembled  the  gods  of  the  Indians,  from  whom  their 
adorers  demand  rain  on  their  knees,  but  when  these 
prayers  are  not  heard,  their  godships  are  ducked  in 
the  river. 

There  is  a  great  assembly  of  the  princes  of  the 
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ipirc  at  Ems  near  the  Rhine,  where  they  declare 
'what  there  ought  to  have  been  no  occasion  for 
declaring,  "  that  he  who  has  been  chosen  by  the 
majority  is  the  true  emperor ;  that  the  pope's  confir- 
mation is  altogether  unnecessary-;  that  the  pope  is 
still  less  entitled  to  the  right  of  deposing:  the  em- 
peror, and  that  the  contrary  opinion  is  high  treason." 

This  declaration  passes  into  a  perpetual  law,  on 
August  8,  at  Frankfort. 

Albert  of  Austria,  at  first  sumamcd  ihc  Counter- 
feit, and  afterwards  the  Sage,  one  of  the  brothers 
of  FredcricV  of  Austria,  who  had  disputed  the 
empire,  and  the  only  one  of  all  his  brothers  by  whom 
the  Austrian  race  is  perpetuated,  attacks  t)ie  Swiss 
again  without  success.  These  people  who  had  no 
riches  but  liberty,  always  defend  it  with  unshaken 
courage.  Albert  miscarries  in  his  enterprise;  in 
abandoning  which,  he  deserves  tlie  name  of  Sage. 

'339 —  Lotiis,  the  emperor,  thinks  of  nothing  but 
living  quietly  at  Munich,  while  his  vicar.  Edward, 
king  of  England,  engages  fifty  princes  of  the  empire 
in  the  war  against  Philip  de  Vatois.  and  goes  to 
conquer  part  of  France.  But  before  the  end  of  the 
campaign  all  those  princes  go  home ;  and  Edward, 
assisted  by  (he  Flemings,  pursues  his  ambitious  aim. 

'340  —  The  emperor  who  had  formerly  repented 
of  giving  the  vicariate  of  Italy  to  a  powerful  and 
warlike  king  of  Bohemia,  repents  again  of  having 
given  the  vicariate  of  Gennany  to  a  more  powerful 
and  more  warlike  monarch.    The  emperor  was  the 
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pensioner  of  his  vicar ;  and  ttie  proud  Englishman 
acting  the  master  and  neglecting  to  pay  the  pension, 
Louis  deprives  liim  of  the  vicariate,  wbtch  had 
become  a  veo'  useless  title. 

The  anperor  negotiates  with  Philip  de  VaJois. 
Meanwhile  the  imperial  autliorily  is  quite  annihi- 
lated in  Italy,  noturithstaiiding  the  perpetual  law  of 
Frankfort. 

The  pope  by  his  own  private  authority  graiits  to 
the  two  brothers  Viscontis,  the  government  of  Milan, 
which  they  had  without  his  confirmation,  and  makes 
them  vicars  of  the  Roman  Church.  They  had  for- 
merly been  imperial  vicar*. 

Kinf;  John  of  Bohemia  goes  to  Montpellter  to  be 
cured  by  the  salubrity  of  the  air,  of  a  distemper 
which  had  attacked  his  eyes.  Nevertheless  he  loses 
his  eyesight,  and  is  afterwards  known  by  the  name 
of  John  the  Blind.  He  makes  his  will,  by  which 
he  leaves  Bohemia  and  Silesia  to  Charles,  after- 
wards emperor.  Moravia  to  John,  and  to  Wenceslaus 
bom  of  Beatrice  of  Bourbon,  he  leaves  Luxemburg 
and  the  lands  he  possessed  in  France  in  right  of  his 
wife. 

In  the  meantime  the  emperor  enjoys  the  glory 
of  deciding  as  arbiter  in  the  quarrels  of  the  house  of 
Denmark.  Tltc  duke  of  Schleswig-Holsicin  by  this 
accommodation  renounces  his  pretensions  to  the 
kingdom  of  Denmark:  he  gives  his  sister  in  mar- 
riage of  King  Waldemar  III.  and  rcmaios  in  posaea- 
sion  of  Jutland. 
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134'*43  —  I-oiiis  of  Bavaria  seems  lo  Itaw  forfjot- 
tcn  Italy,  and  pives  loumainctits  at  Munich. 

The  new  pope,  Ckm«nt  VI,,  born  a  Krencliman 
■nd  residing  at  Avipion,  is  at  length  solicited  to  go 
and  re-establish  the  pontificate  in  Ital)*,  and  there 
completes  the  annihilation  of  the  imperial  authority. 
He  follows  the  footsteps  of  John  XXII.  in  his  pro- 
ceedings against  Louis.  He  solicits  the  archbishop 
of  Trier  to  cause  a  new  emperor  to  be  elected  in  Ger- 
many. He  privately  stirs  up  against  htm  the  king 
of  Bohemia,  John  the  Blind,  still  restless,  together 
with  the  duke  of  Saxony  and  Albert  of  Austria. 

Louis  the  emperor,  who  has  still  reason  to  fear 
that  the  want  of  absolution  may  arm  the  princes  of 
the  empire  against  him.  Hatters  the  pope,  whom  he 
detests,  and  writes  to  him,  "  tliat  he  submits  his 
person,  dominions,  liberty,  and  titles  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  his  holiness."  What  expressions  are  these, 
to  come  from  an  emperor  who  liad  condemned  John 
XXn.  to  be  burned  alive! 

The  princes  assembled  at  Frankfort  are  not  so 
complaisant,  and  maintain  the  rights  of  the  empire. 

1344-45  —  John  the  Blind  seems  to  have  become 
more  ambitious  since  the  loss  of  his  eyesight.  On 
one  side  he  wants  to  pave  the  way  to  the  empire  for 
his  son  Charles:  on  the  other  hand  he  makes  war 
upon  Casimir.  king  of  Poland,  for  the  dependence 
of  the  duchy  of  Schweidmtz  in  Silesia. 

This  15  the  ordinary  effect  of  the  feudal  cstahlish- 
inent.    The  duke  of  Schweidnitz  had  done  homage 
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to  the  king  of  Poktid.  John  of  Bohemia  reclaims 
the  homage  in  quality  of  dutce  of  Silesis.  The 
emperor  privately  supports  the  interest  of  the  pope, 
but  in  spite  of  the  emperor,  the  war  is  successful  to 
the  house  of  Luxemburg.  Prince  Charles  of  Lux* 
emburg,  marquis  of  Moravia,  son  of  John  the  Blind, 
being  a  widower,  marries  the  niece  of  tlie  duke  o( 
Schweidnitz,  who  docs  homage  to  Bohemia;  and 
this  is  a  new  confirmation  of  Silesia's  being  annexed 
to  the  crown  o£  Bohemia. 

The  empress  Margaret,  wife  of  the  emperor  Louis 
of  Bavaria,  and  sister  of  John  of  Brabant,  finds  her- 
self heiress  of  Holland,  Zealand,  and  Friesland ;  and 
enjoys  the  succession.  The  emperor,  her  husband, 
ought  to  liave  been  much  more  powerful  by  means 
of  this  acquisition,  and  yet  he  is  not. 

At  this  period  Robert,  count  palatine,  founds 
the  university  of  Heidelberg  on  the  model  of  that  of 
Paris. 

1346 — John  the  Blind  and  his  son  Charles  make 
a  great  party  in  the  empire  in  the  pope's  name. 

The  imperial  and  papal  factions  at  length  disturb 
Germany,  as  the  Guelphs  and  GhibcUiaes  had 
troubled  Italy.  Clement  VI.  lakes  advantage  of 
these  disorders.  He  publishes  a  bull  ag:ainst  I.<oui& 
of  Bavaria,  dated  April  13.  "  May  the  curse  of  God," 
says  he.  "and  that  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  light 
on  him  in  this  world  as  well  as  in  the  next;  may  the 
earth  open  and  swallow  him  alive ;  may  his  memory 
perish,  and  all  the  elements  be  his  foes;  and  may 
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his  children  fall  into  tlw  h^nds  of  his  enemies  even 
before  the  eyes  of  their  fatlicr." 

There  was  no  precedent  for  such  bulls;  they 
depended  cntin-ty  on  the  caprice  of  the  datary  by 
whom  they  were  expedited.  The  caprice  on  this 
occasion  is  a  little  violent. 

There  were  at  that  timt^  two  archbi.sliops  of  Mentz, 
one  vniidy  deposed  liy  the  pope ;  the  other  elected  at 
his  instigation,  by  part  of  the  canons.  It  was  to  this 
last  that  Clement  VI.  addresses  anotlicr  bull,  for  the 
election  of  an  emperor. 

John  the  Blind,  king  of  Bohemia,  and  his  son, 
Qtarlcs,  marquis  of  Moravia,  who  was  afterwards 
the  emperor  Diaries  IV..  go  to  Avignon  to  bargain 
for  the  empire  with  Clement  VI.  Charles  engages 
to  annul  all  the  decrees  of  Lonis  of  Bavaria,  to 
acknowledge  that  the  county  of  Avignon  rigbtfuUy 
belonged  to  the  holy  sec,  as  well  as  Ferrara  and  the 
other  territories  —  he  meant  those  of  the  countess 
Mathilda — the  kingdoms  of  Sicily,  Sardinia,  and 
Corsica,  and  Rome  in  particular;  and  that  in  case 
the  emperor  should  go  to  Rome  to  be  crowned,  he 
should  quit  tlie  city  the  same  day.  and  never  return 
without  the  express  permission  of  the  pope,  etc. 

After  these  promises  Clement  VI.  reconunends 
to  the  archbishop  of  Cologne  and  Trier  and  to  the 
new  archbishop  of  Mentz  the  election  of  the  marquis 
of  Moravia  as  emperor.  These  three  prelates,  with 
John  the  Blind,  assemble  at  Ems.  near  Coblentz. 
July  I,  and  elect  Charles  of  Luxemburg  marquis 
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of  Moravia,  who  was  known  bjr  (be  name  of 
Charles  IV. 

Father  Maimbcnirg  positively  affirms  that  be 
bought  the  vote  of  the  archbishop  of  Cologne  for 
eight  thousand  marks  of  silver,  and  he  adds  that  the 
duke  of  Saxony,  who  was  richer,  gave  his  voie  at 
a  cheaper  rate,  contenting  himself  with  two  thousand 
nurks. 

I.  What  Father  Maimbourg  affirms  is  related 
only  as  an  hearsay  by  Cuspinian. 

a.  How  could  these  secret  bargains  be  discovered? 

3.  This  is  certainly  a  fine  proof  of  the  disinter- 
ested conduct  of  the  duke  of  Saxony,  to  di^race 
hinuelf  for  the  paltry  consideration  of  two  thou- 
sand  marks  only,  because  he  is  rich.  The  circuro- 
stance  of  being  rich  is  precisely  the  reason  for  a 
man's  selling  himself  at  a  higher  price,  provided 
he  is  resolved  to  sell  himself  to  the  beat  bidder. 

4.  Will  common  sense  allow  us  to  believe  that 
Charles  IV.  wotUd  buy  so  dear  an  tmcertain  title 
and  a  certain  civil  war? 

Although  Germany  was  divided,  the  party  of 
Louis  of  Bavaria  is  so  much  the  stronger,  that  the 
new  emperor  and  bis  old  father,  instead  of  support- 
ing their  claim  in  Germany,  go  to  light  in  France  for 
Philip  de  Valois  against  Edward  of  Eni^and. 

Old  King  John  of  Bohemia  is  killed  in  the  famous 
battle  of  Cr^cy,  won  by  the  English,  on  August  2$ 
or  26.  Charles  returns  10  Bohemia  destitute  of 
troops  and  money.    He  is  the  first  king  of  Bohemia 
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who  cau5e<l  himseH  lo  be  crowned  by  the  archbishop 
of  Prague ;  and  it  was  in  consequence  of  this  coro- 
nation that  the  see  of  Prague,  hitherto  suffragan  of 
Meflt2,  was  erected  into  an  archbishopric. 

1347  —  Then  LouiR  of  Bavaria  and  the  anlleitl- 
peror  make  war  on  one  another.  Charles  of  Lux- 
emburg is  everywlicre  defeated. 

A  very  singular  scene  was  at  that  period  exhibited 
in  Italy.  Nicholas  Rienzi,  notary  at  Rome,  an  elo- 
quent, bold,  insinuating  man,  seeing  Rome  aban- 
doned by  the  emperors  and  the  popes,  who  dare  noC 
return,  had  been  chosen  tribune  of  the  people.  He 
reigned  some  months  with  absolute  power;  but  tbe 
people  who  had  raised,  soon  destroyed  this  idoL  A 
long  time  had  elapsed  since  Rome  was  rendercil 
unfit  for  tribunes.  But  wc  still  sec  that  ancient  love 
of  liberty  produce  divers  shocks,  and  quarrel  with  its 
chains.  Rienzi  called  himself  "the  candid  knight 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  severe  though  merciful  deliv- 
erer of  Rome,  the  zealous  stickler  for  the  liberty  of 
Italy,  lover  of  the  universe,  and  august  tribune." 
These  fine  titles  prove  him  to  have  been  an  enthusi- 
ast, and  consequently  capable  of  seducing  the  lowcat 
dasa  of  the  people :  but  altogether  unworthy  to  oon- 
mand  men  of  spirit  and  understanding.  He  ia 
vain  attempted  to  imitate  Gracchus,  as  Cresccntias 
had  before  vainly  attempted  to  imitate  Brutus. 

Certain  it  is.  Rome  was  then  a  republic,  though 
very  weak,  as  having  nothing  of  the  andent  Ronuu 
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ability  of  guilt.  In  this  manner  was  history  hereto- 
fore written.  By  reading  Father  Barre  one  would 
beliei>'e  That  Louts  of  Bavaria  was  poisoned  by  a 
fotuth  princess,  called  MauJtaach :  but  this  is  because 
in  the  German  tanguage  Maultasch  signifies  great 
mouth  or  wry  mouth;  and  this  princess  is  that  indi- 
vidual Margaret  who  was  the  emperor's  daughter- 
in-law. 

He  named  himself  Louis  IV.  and  not  Louis  V., 
because  he  did  not  reckon  Louis  IV.,  sumamed  the 
Infant,  among  the  emperors. 

It  was  he  who  gave  occasion  to  invent  the  eagle 
with  two  heads ;  there  were  two  eagles  in  his  seals ; 
and  the  two  heads  of  the  eagle  prcscr\'cd  almost 
always  since  this  period,  suppose  two  bodies  also, 
one  of  which  is  concealed  by  the  other.  The  caprice 
of  artists  has  determined  almost  all  the  armorial 
bearings  o£  sovereign  princes. 

CHARLES  IV.     . 


THUtTV-THIRD  EMPEROR. 

1348  —  Charles  of  Luxemburg,  king  of  Bohemia, 
goes  forthwith  from  town  to  town,  in  order  to  get 
himself  acknowledged  emperor. 

Louis,  margrave  of  Brandenburg,  disputes  the 
crown  with  him. 

The  old  archbishop  of  Mentz  excommunicates 

him.    The  count  palatine  Rupert  and  the  duke  of 

Saxony  join ;    not  inclining  to  acknowledge  cither 
Vol.  j»-3 
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pmemler.  Tliev  amml  the  el«ctioa  of  Claries  of 
Bobona,  2nd  name-  Edward  111.  Idng  of  Englsad. 
who  had  no  ootion  of  it 

The  ca^MK  was  now  do  more  than  a  burdcosomcj 
tiUc  siDce  the  ambitious  Edward  refused  it:   oot 
chooaing  to  imcmpt  ttis  eooqacsts  in  Fraooe,  to 
ran  after  a  shadow. 

On  ibc  refusal  of  Edward  the  electors  addressed] 
tbemsdires  to  the  marquis  of  Meissen,  a  rdatire  of 
the  deceased  emperor.  He  also  declined  it.  Mutios 
says  be  preferred  ten  tboasand  marks  of  silver, 
receired  from  the  hands  of  Charles  IV*.,  to  the  impe-j 
mi  CTDWD.  This  is  rating  the  empire  at  a  ver;  poor 
price :  but  it  is  ray  doubtful  that  Charles  IV.  bad 
ten  thousand  marks  to  bestow :  be  who  was,  at  the 
same  time,  arrested  ai  Worms  by  his  botcher;  a 
<Sd)t  whidi  be  could  not  otherwise  pajr  than  bjr  bor* 
rowing  money  of  the  btsbop. 

The  dectors.  refused  on  every  side,  at  last  offer 
the  empire,  with  which  no  persons  seem  willing  to 
meddle,  to  Guntber  of  Scfawarzburg,  a  noble  Thu> 
ringian.  This  man,  who  was  a  warrior,  and  had  lit- 
tfe  to  loK,  accepted  ibe  offer,  to  tmiatiin  it  at  tbc 
point  of  bis  sm»d 

1549 — The  electors  choose  Gttnther  of  Schwarz- 
borg.  near  Praokfort ;  the  too  Erequeni  double  clec- 
tioos  had  introduced  a  singular  custom  at  Fnmkfort. 
The  first  of  the  competitors  that  appeared  before  the 
place,  wailed  six  weeks  and  three  days ;  after  whidi 
he  was  received  and  adcaovMgcd.  provided  there 
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was  no  n«ws  of  his  competitor.  Giinther  waited  the 
appointed  time,  after  which  he  made  his  entry; 
much  was  expected  from  him.  They  pretend  that 
his  rival  caused  him  to  be  poisoned.  Giinther 
becomes  apopkctic  and  incapable  of  ruling;  and 
sells  it  for  a  sum  of  money,  which  Charles  never 
pays  him.  It  was  said  lo  be  twenty-two  thousand 
larks.    He  died  at  Frankfort  in  about  three  months. 

As  for  Louis  of  Bavaria,  margrave  of  Branden- 
^burg,  he  gives  up  liis  rifjlils  for  nothing,  not  being 
ictcntly  strong  to  sell  them  to  Charles  IV..  who 
gets  the  better  of  the  four  com]>etitors  without  fight- 
ing, and  causes  himself  to  be  crowned  a  second 
time  at  Aix-la-Chapelle  by  the  archbishop  of  Co- 
logne, to  put  the  title  out  of  dispute. 

TTw  marquis  of  Juliers  disputes  the  right  of  bear- 
ing the  sword,  at  the  coronation  ceremony,  with  the 
marquis  of  Brandenburg.  Ancestors  of  the  marquis 
of  Juliers  had  performed  that  office.  But  this  prince 
did  not  rank  then  with  the  electors,  consequently 
not  with  the  great  officers.  The  marquis  of  Brand- 
enburg is  maintained  in  his  right. 

J350  —  A  plague,  more  memorable  than  that 
which  depopulated  the  earth  in  the  time  of  Hippo- 
crates, was  now  severely  felt  all  over  Europe,  and 
swept  away  almost  everywhere  above  one-fifth  of  the 
inhabitants ;  the  Germans,  as  headstrong  as  igno- 
rant, accuse  the  Jews  of  having  poisoned  their  foun- 
tains, and  everywhere  burn  and  destroy  them. 

What  is  wonderful  is,  that  Charles  IV.  protected 
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ibe  bbbofM  and  citi- 


ata  of  Stiaabu^  the  abbot  prioce  o£  Uoortnc  aod 
otber  tords;  he  was  read;  to  make  war  with  tbcxn 
in  bvor  of  the  Jews. 

The  Met  of  FlagcIIaDts  revive  id  Suabia;  ibejr 
are  Urge  oxnpiaws  of  men  who  traverse  all  Gcr- 
maay,  wfaippiitg  tbgnsdva  wttb  oords  kuooed  with 
drive  awa/tfaephgne.   Theandent  Romana 


iron,  to 


tbei 


in  like  eircunutanee*  imtituted  i 
retoedy  of  the  two. 

An  m^xMtor  ^pean  in  Brandenburg.  *rho  calls 
binudf  the  aDdent  Wakkmar  retorned  from  the 
Uotjr  Land;  who  pretends  to  retake  posscssioa  of 
his  estate  anjnstlj  given,  during  fais  absence,  by 
Louis  of  Bavaria  to  his  son  Lotus. 

The  dulce  of  Meddepburg  supports  the  impostor ; 
ibe  emperor  Charles  IV.  countenances  him.  A  sUgfat 
war  ensues;  the  pretended  Waldemar  is  abandoned 
aod  eclipsed. 

1351 — Charles  rV'.  is  willing  to  go  into  Italy, 
iriiene  both  popes  and  emperors  are  forgotten.  The 
Viteooii  nde  in  the  meantime  at  Milan.  John  Vis- 
conti,  archbisbop  of  that  town,  becomes  a  ooaqtieror. 
He  seizes  Bologna ;  makes  war  on  the  Florcotioes 
and  Pi»ans.  holding  in  equal  contempt  the  emperor 
and  the  pope.  It  was  he  who  composed  the  letter 
£rom  the  devil  to  the  pope  and  cardinals,  beginning: 
"Yoor  mother.  Pride,  greets  j-ou.  together  with 
jrour  sisters.  Avarice  and  Immadestj." 

The  devil  in  aU  hkdifaood  managed  the  agreement 
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iwecn  John  Visconti  and  Pope  Clement,  who  sold 
him  the  investiture  of  Milan  for  twelve  years,  at 
twelve  thousand  golden  florins  a  year. 

IJ52  —  Tlichoiisc  of  Austria  has  always  demands 
on  a  great  part  of  Switzerland ;  the  duke  Albert 
intends  tlie  conquest  of  Zurtdi.  which  allies  itself 
with  the  other  cantons  already  confederated.  The 
emperor  assists  the  house  of  Austria  in  this  war.  like 
a  man  who  wished  it  nol  to  succeed.  He  sends 
troops  not  to  fight ;  or  rather  who  do  not  fight.  The 
union  and  liberty  of  the  Swiss  are  their  defence. 

The  imperial  towns  incline  to  establish  popular 
government  in  imitation  of  Strasburg;  Nuremberg 
drives  out  his  nobles,  but  Charles  IV.  restores  them. 
He  joins  Lusatia  to  his  kingdom  of  Bohemia ;  it  has 
since  been  divided  from  it. 

'353  —  The  emperor  Charles  IV.,  while  he  was 
the  young  prince  of  Bohemia,  had  gained  battles 
even  against  the  pope's  interest  in  Italy-  Since  he 
has  come  to  the  imperial  throne,  he  searches  for 
relics,  flatters  the  popes ;  employs  himself  in  making 
laws,  but  his  chief  care  is  the  firm  establishment  of 
his  house. 

He  comes  to  an  agreement  with  the  children  of 
Louis  of  Bavaria  and  reconciles  them  to  the  pope. 

Albert,  duke  of  Bavaria,  saw  himself  excommuni- 
cated because  his  father  had  been  similarly  treated; 
wherefore,  to  prevent  the  piety  of  such  princes  as 
might  think  themselves  entitled,  by  virtue  of  his 
excommuntcation,  to  strip  him  of  his  dominions. 
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he  humbly  asked  pardon  of  the  new  pope,  Innocent 
Vl^  for  Uk  iojuries  done  to  the  emperor,  his  father, 
by  the  preceding  popes.  He  signed  an  act  beginning 
thus:  ■*  I.  Albert,  duke  of  Bavaria,  son  of  Louis  of 
Bavaria,  fonnerly  styling  himself  emperor,  and  cen- 
sured by  the  holy  Roman  Church,"  etc. 

It  does  not  appear  that  he  was  forced  to  this 
servile  submission;  so  that  he  must,  at  that  time, 
either  have  had  little  honor  or  much  superstition. 

1354  —  It  is  remarkable  that  Charles  IV..  passing 
through  Meniz,  on  the  way  to  his  estates  in  Luxem- 
burg, was  not  received  as  emperor,  because  he  had 
not  yet  been  consecrated. 

Henry  VII.  had  already  given  to  Wcnccslaus.  lord 
of  Luxemburg,  the  title  of  duke.  Charles  erects  it 
into  a  duchy,  and  Bar  into  a  margraviaie.  Hence 
it  has  been  evidently  seen  how  Rar  conies  to  be  held 
of  the  empire.  Pont-a-Mou5.son  is  also  made  a  mar- 
quisate.  All  this  country  is  at  length  called  the 
Empire- 

>3S5 — Charles  IV,  goes  to  luly  to  be  crowned; 
rather  like  a  pilgrim  than  an  emperor. 

The  holy  see  was  at  this  time  situated  at  Avignon, 
Pope  Innocent  VI.  having  but  little  credit  at  Rome, 
the  emperor  still  less.  The  empire  was  no  more 
than  a  name,  and  the  coronation  an  idle  ceremony. 
He  either  ought  to  have  gone  to  Rome  like  Charle- 
magne and  Otho  the  Great,  or  else  he  ought  not  to 
have  gone  at  all. 

Charles  IV.,  aiKl  Innocent  VI.,  fond  of  cercmo- 
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ok*.  Innocent  VI.  sent  to  Avignon  a  detail  of  all 
that  was  necessary  to  be  observed  at  the  coronation 
of  the  emperor.  He  appointed  the  nuncio  from 
Rome  to  carry  the  sword  before  him,  which  is  only 
an  honor,  and  no  mark  of  jurisdictJwi.  The  pope 
is  to  be  on  his  throne  surrounded  by  his  cardinals, 
and  the  emperor  is  to  begin  by  kissing  his  feet :  after 
which  he  presents  him  gold,  salutes  him,  etc.  Dur- 
ing the  mass,  the  emperor  performs  some  duties  in 
the  rank  of  a  deacon.  He  receives  the  imperial 
crown  at  the  end  of  the  first  epistle.  After  mass, 
without  either  crown  or  cloak,  he  holds  the  bridle 
of  the  pope's  horse. 

None  of  these  ceremonies  have  been  practised 
since  the  popes  resided  at  Avignon.  The  emperor  at 
length  acknowledged  in  writing  the  authenticity  of 
these  customs ;  but  the  pope,  then  at  Avignon,  find- 
ing it  impossible  cither  to  have  his  feet  kissed  at 
Rome,  or  his  bridle  held  by  the  emperor,  declared 
that  prince  should  neither  kiss  his  feet  nor  guide 
the  mule  of  the  cardinal  who  represents  his  holiness. 

Charles  IV,  went  to  this  show  with  a  large  reti- 
nue, but  unarmed ;  nor  did  he  dare  to  sleep  in  Rome, 
according  to  the  promise  he  had  made  to  his  holiness. 
Ann,  his  wife,  daughter  to  the  count  palatine,  was 
also  crowned ;  and,  indeed,  this  empty  pomp  was 
rather  the  vanity  of  a  woman  than  the  triumph  of  an 
emperor.  Charles  IV.,  having  neither  men  nor 
money,  and  coming  to  Rome  only  to  serve  as  deacon 
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to  a  cvdinaJ's  torn,  was  insulted  in  every  town  in 
Italj  throofh  which  be  putedL 

There  is  a.  Umoos  letter  from  Petrarch  to  the 
anperor.  reproaching  him  with  his  weakness.  F^ 
trarch  was  worthy  of  teaching  Charles  IV.  to  think 
aMy. 

1356 — Charles  IV.  acts  in  everjrtfatng  contrary  to 
his  predecessors ;  thty  bad  ^vored  the  Ghibellines. 
who  were  in  effect  the  faction  of  the  empire;  be 
marches  some  forces  againsi  them,  countenancing 
the  Guelphs.  whereby  he  only  increases  the  troubles 
o£  Italy. 

At  hit  return  into  Germany  he  applied  hinuelf.  as 
much  as  possible,  to  establish  order,  and  reguJate 
rank.  The  number  of  electorates  had  been  Sxed 
since  the  time  of  Henry  VII.  more  by  custom  than 
by  laws,  but  not  the  number  of  electors.  The  dukes 
of  Bavaria,  above  all,  pretending  a  right  to  vote,  as 
well  as  the  count  palatine,  the  elder  branch  of  their 
bouse;  and  the  younger  brothers  of  the  house  of 
Saxony  believed  themselves  electors  as  well  as  the 
elder. 

In  the  Diet  of  Nuremberg,  Charles  IV.  deprives 
the  duke  of  Bavaria  of  his  right  to  vote,  and  declares 
the  count  palatine  the  only  elector  of  that  house. 

The  twenty-three  first  articles  of  the  golden  bull 
are  published  at  Nuremberg  with  great  solemnity, 
litis  constitution  of  the  empire,  the  only  one  which 
the  public  calls  a  bull,  takes  its  name  from  a  little 
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gold  box  in  which  the  seal  is  contained,  and  is 
esteemed  as  a  fundamental  law. 

It  could  ool>  be  cstablislicd  among  men  by  the 
laws  of  convention.  Those  which  long  custom  haa 
sanctified  arc  called  fundamental.  Several  things 
in  this  golden  bull  have  been  altered  according  to  the 
times. 

It  was  composed  by  the  famous  civilian.  Banolus. 
The  genius  of  the  limes  appears  in  some  Latin  verses 
to  be  found  in  the  exordium:  Omnipotens  trtfrne 
Dtus,  spes  unica  mundi:  as  well  as  in  the  apostrophe 
to  the  seven  mortal  sins;  and  in  the  necessity  of 
having  seven  electors,  because  of  the  seven  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  candlestick  with  seven 
branches. 

The  emperor,  at  first,  spoke  like  an  absolute  mas- 
ter without  consulting  any  person : 

"  We  declare  and  ordain  by  this  present  edict, 
which  shall  continue  to  all  perpetuity,  from  our 
certain  knowledge,  absolute  power,  and  imperial 
authority." 

He  does  not  therein  establish  the  seven  electors; 
he  supposes  them  established.  There  is  no  mention 
in  the  first  two  chapters  about  the  form  and  security 
of  the  journey  of  the  seven  electors,  who  are  not  to 
go  to  Frankfort  without  declaring  to  the  world  and 
to  Christians  a  temporal  sovereign ;  that  is  to  say,  a 
king  of  the  Romans,  or  future  emperor. 

They  afterwards  suppose.  No.  8,  article  2,  that 
this  custom  has  been  always  inviolably  observed; 
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"  and  moreover  that  which  is  above  written  has  be«a 
inviolably  observed."  Charles  IV.  and  Bartolus  for- 
eet  (hat  the>-  had  often  elected  emperors  in  another 
manner,  beginning  from  Charlemagne,  and  ending 
with  Charles  IV,,  himself.  One  of  the  most  impor- 
tant points  is  the  indivisibility  of  the  right  of  elect- 
ing, which  by  hereditary  right  passes,  in  the  male 
line,  always  to  the  eldest  son. 

It  ought  then  to  have  been  ordained  that  the  sec- 
ular electorates  be  no  more  divided,  but  descend 
wholly  to  the  eldest  son.  This  is  what  was  omitted 
in  the  twcnty-thrcc  famous  articles  published  at 
Nuremberg,  so  very  ostentatiously,  the  emperor 
attending  ttic  publication,  with  a  sceptre  in  one  hand 
and  the  globe  of  the  world  in  the  other.  Verj*  few 
things  are  attended  to  in  that  bull ;  neither  is  there 
any  method  observed,  nor  the  particulars  of  the  gen- 
eral government  of  the  empire  in  the  least  treated  of. 

A  most  important  thing  is  expressed  in  the  sev- 
enth article  of  Ko.  7;  that  is,  if  one  of  the  electoral 
principalities  becomes  vacant  to  the  profit  of  the 
empire  —  undoubtedly  the  iecular  principalities  arc 
understood  —  the  emperor  has  ilie  disposal  of  it,  as 
of  a  thing  fallen  legally  to  him  and  to  tlic  empire. 
These  confused  words  point  out  that  ttie  emperor 
can  take  as  his  own  an  electorate,  when  the  line 
is  either  esctinct  or  attained.  The  particular  favor 
shown  to  Bohemia  is  also  remarkable  in  this  bull, 
the  emperor  being  king  of  Bohemia.  It  is  the  only 
country  whence  there  can  be  no  appeal  to  the  impe- 
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rial  chamlwr.  This  right  de  non  appillando  has  since 
been  granted  to  divers  princes,  and  contributed  to 
make  them  much  more  powerful. 

The  reader  may  consult  the  golden  bull  for  the 
remainder. 

The  Bnishing:  hand  U  put  to  the  golden  bull  at 
Metx;  where,  during  the  Christmas,  seven  chap* 
ters  arc  added  to  it.  They  repair  the  inadvertent 
omission  of  making  the  electoral  successions  indivis- 
ible. That  which  is  most  clear  and  evident  in  these 
articles  is  the  resjiccl  paid  to  pomp  and  vanity.  It 
is  plain  to  be  seen  that  Charles  IV.  takes  delight  in 
making  the  electors  officiate  as  menials  in  open 
court. 

The  emperor's  table  three  feet  higher  than  that 
of  the  empress ;  and  hers  three  feet  above  those  ol 
the  electors :  a  heap  of  oats  lying  before  the  door 
of  the  dining  hall ;  a  <luke  of  Saxony  coming'  oa 
horseback  to  uke  a  peck  of  oats  from  this  heap; 
in  fine,  all  this  ostentation  was  far  frc^in  resembling 
the  majestic  simplicity  of  Rome's  first  Ca;sars. 

A  modem  author  says  that  they  have  not  dero- 
gated from  the  last  article  of  the  golden  bull,  since 
all  the  electors  speak  French :  yet  it  is  in  this  pre- 
cisely that  they  have  derogated ;  for  it  is  ordained 
by  the  last  article,  that  the  electors  learn  Latin  and 
Slavonian,  as  well  as  Italian.  Now  few  of  the  elec* 
tors  value  themselves  on  speaking  the  Slavonian. 

The  whole  bull  was  at  length  published  at  Metr, 
when  there  was  a  very  full  court,  and  the  electors 
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attended  the  emperor  and  empress  at  table,  each 
man  in  his  function.  It  was  not  for  such  solanoitics 
as  these  that  princes  did  tlicsc  high  offices.  Origi- 
nally they  were  oflicers  oi  tlic  household,  who  had,  in 
time,  become  great  princes. 

r357  — That  Charles  IV.  was  no  friend  to  either 
the  houses  of  Bavaria  or  Austria  is  plain,  from  the 
cxdosion  of  iheir  rc!9[K-ctivc  dukrs  in  the  golden 
bull.  Tlte  first  consequence  of  this  pacific  regulation 
was  a  civil  war.  The  dukes  of  Bavaria  and  Austria 
raise  troops.  They  besiege  one  of  the  emperor's 
commissaries  in  Danustausscn.  The  emperor  arrives 
at  that  place;  he  can  dissolve  the  league  between 
Austria  and  Bavaria  no  other  way  but  by  giving 
up  Danustaussen  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria  instead 
of  the  right  to  a  vote,  which  he  demanded. 

There  is  a  great  contest  in  the  empire  on  account 
of  plalburghers,  or  false  burghers.  A  contest  in 
which  it  is  very  likely  the  authors  have  been  mis- 
taken. The  golden  bull  ordains  that  no  bu^hers 
belonging  to  any  particular  prince  shall  be  received 
in  the  imperial  towns,  to  withdraw  from  their  sover- 
eign, unless  they  become  residents  in  these  towns. 
Nothing  is  more  just,  nothing  more  easily  to  be  ful- 
6IIcd.  For  certainly  a  prince  will  overrule  the  dis- 
obedience of  one  of  his  own  burghers,  \mtlcr  pretence 
of  his  being  admitted  a  citizen  of  Basel  or  Q)nstaace. 

VVhy  then  such  dissensions  alx>ut  these  false 
burghers  at  Strasburg?  Why  were  they  in  arms? 
Can  Strasburg,  by  any  example,  support  a  subject  of 
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Vienna  to  whom  it  had  given  his  freedom,  and  will 
lit  be  admitted  at  Vienna?  Undoubtedly  no.  This 
ia  certainly  one  of  the  moat  important  and  most 
sacred  affairs.  Sovereigns  would  deprive  their  sub- 
jects of  the  first  great  right  all  men  have,  to  choose 
their  dwelling  place.  Tlicy  fear  their  dominions  will 
be  quitted  for  the  free  towns.  This,  then,  is  the 
emperor's  reason  for  commanding  the  people  of 
Strasburg  to  receive  no  strangers  on  the  footing  of 
citizens  ;  this  is  the  reason  that  the  citizens  of  Stras- 
burg endeavor  to  preserve  themselves  in  that  right, 
which  peoples  and  enriches  a  town. 

1358  —  Charles  IV,,  with  all  this  appearance  of 
grandeur,  formerly  a  warrior,  at  present  a  lawgiver, 
and  master  of  a  rich  and  beautiful  country,  has  nev- 
ertheless scarcely  any  credit  in  the  empire;  because 
nobody  wished  he  should  have. 

When  the  emperor  endeavored  to  incorporate 
Lusatia  and  Bohemia,  Albert  of  Austria,  who  has 
some  demands  on  Lusatia,  .suddenly  makes  war  on 
bim.  while  no  one  person  assists  him:  and  he  has 
no  way  of  getting  quit  of  this  affair  but  by  a  atrat- 
^em,  and  that  a  very  base  one.  It  is  pretended  that 
he  deceived  the  duke  of  Austria  by  spies;  and  that 
he  afterwards  paid  these  spies  in  false  money.  This 
stonr  wears  the  air  of  a  fable,  but  it  is  a  fable 
founded  on  his  character. 

He  sells  privileges  to  all  the  towns;  to  the  count 
of  Savoy  he  sells  the  titJc  of  vicar  of  the  empire  at 
Geneva.    He  for  a  certain  swm  confirms  the  liberty 
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of  the  town  of  Florence ;  and  he  extorts  oonsider- 
abiy  from  Venice  for  the  sovereigmy  of  Verona. 
Pidua.  and  Vicenza,  but  the  Viaoootis  i»y  biro  iiio«t 
dearly  for  having  the  hereditary  power  in  Milan 
under  the  title  of  governor.  Thus  il  is  prctendcMl 
that  the  empire,  which  he  bought  wholcsate,  he  sold 
by  retail 

1359  — The  princes  of  the  empire,  excited  by  the 
universities  of  Germany,  represent  to  Charles  IV. 
that  in  the  bull  of  Clement  V.  there  are  many  things 
dishonorable  both  to  him  and  the  Germanic  body; 
that  among  others  it  is  expressed  that  the  emperors 
are  the  pope's  vas&aU,  and  an  oath  of  fidelity  is  pre- 
Mnied  to  Ihcm.  Charles,  who  had  lived  long  enough 
to  know  these  slight  forms  need  only  be  attended  to. 
when  supported  by  force  of  amu,  complains  10  the 
pope  lest  he  should  irritate  the  Germanic  body :  but 
in  a  very  moderate  style,  for  fear  of  irritating  the 
pope.  Innocent  IV.  gives  for  answer  that  this  prop- 
osition has  become  a  fundamental  law  of  the  Oiurcfa, 
taught  tn  all  the  schools  of  divinity.  To  back  thU 
answer,  he  sends  a  bishop  of  Cavaillon  from  Arig- 
ooa  to  Germany  to  demand  one-tenth  of  all  the 
ecclesiastical  revenues  for  the  pope's  maintenance. 

The  bishop  of  Cavaillon  returns  to  Avignon  after 
having  received  strong  complaints  instead  of  money. 
The  German  clergy  exclaim  against  the  pope,  and 
this  was  one  of  the  Grst  sparks  of  that  revolution 
in  the  Church  which  we  now  see. 

A  receipt  of  Charles  IV.  in  favor  of  the  clergy. 
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protecting  (heni  against  such  prinors  as  would  pre- 
vent them  from  meddling  with  worldly  wealth  and 
bargaining  with  the  laity. 

1360 — Charles  IV.,  while  making  regulation* 
in  Germany,  abandons  Italy.  Tlie  Viscontis  still 
continue  masters  of  Milan.  Bamaby  is  willing  to 
preserve  Bologna,  which  his  unck-,  a  warlike  and 
politic  archbishop,  had  bought  for  twelve  years. 

A  Spanish  legate,  called  dc  Albornoz,  enters  the 
town  in  the  name  of  the  pope,  who  continues  still 
at  Avignon,  and  gives  Bologna  to  the  pope. 

Bamaby  Visconti  besieges  Bologna.  How  can 
one  credit,  at  this  day,  that  the  holy  father  prom- 
ised by  agreement  to  pay  one  hundred  thousand 
livrcs  in  gold  annually,  for  five  years,  to  be  master 
of  Bologna?  The  historians  who  repeat  such  exag- 
gerations arc  certainly  but  little  acquainted  with  the 
true  value  of  five  hundred  thousand  livres  of  gold. 

1361  —  The  siege  of  Bologna  is  raised  without 
being  any  expense  to  tlie  pope.  A  marquis  of  Mala- 
tesu,  who  had  thrown  himself  with  some  troops  into 
the  town,  makes  a  sally,  heals  Barnaby.  and  causes 
him  to  retreat  homewards.  The  emperor  meddles 
no  other  way  in  this  affair  than  by  an  effectual 
rescript  in  favor  of  the  pope. 

A  war  having  broken  out  between  the  crown  of 
Denmark  on  the  one  hand  and  the  Hansc  towns  on 
the  other  is  terminated  as  usual  by  treaty. 

1362 — Several  of  the  Hansc  towns  treat  with 
Denmark  at  Lubeck,  in  the  terms  of  a  crowned  head, 


4V  Annftla  of  the  Empire. 

ft  (tenon  mommieat  of  Ubcny  founded  on  respect- 
•hfe  industry.  Labcck.  Rostock.  Stralsund,  Ham- 
hnrf.  Wtsnur.  Bronen.  and  several  others,  fonii  a 
perpetual  peace  witb  the  "king  of  Denmark,  of  the 
Goths,  and  the  Vandals ;  the  princes,  merchants,  and 
fnemen  of  his  kingdom."  These  are  the  words  of 
the  treaty;  which  prove  that  Denmark  was  fro. 
and  the  Han&c  towns  stQI  more  so. 

The  empress  Aon  having  been  brought  to  bed  of 
Wenccslaus.  the  emperor  sends  the  weight  of  the 
child  in  gold  to  Our  Lady  at  Aix,  a  custom  which 
began  then  to  be  established,  and  has  been  pushed 
to  an  esrtriFagant  excess  for  Our  Lady  of  Loretta 

The  bishop  of  Strasburg  purchases,  at  a  very  dear 
rate,  the  title  of  landgrave  of  Lower  Alsace.  He 
ia  opposed  by  the  landgraves  of  Alsatia,  of  the  house 
of  Oetttngen.  and  purchases  his  peace,  as  he  did  his 
title,  with  money. 

A  great  division  between  the  houses  of  Bavaria 
and  Austria,  caused  by  a  woman.  Margaret  of 
Ckrinthia,  widow  of  Henry  the  Old.  duke  of  Bavaria, 
Ikoi  of  the  emperor  Louis,  foe  to  the  house  into  which 
<h«  nurrted,  gives  all  her  rights  on  Tyrol  and  its 
iHpendeficies  to  Rudolph,  duke  of  Austria. 

SlepheA.  duke  of  Bavaria,  makes  alliance  with 
•exfrtl  princes.  The  Austrian  has  no  person  of  bis 
t«il,v  but  the  archbishop  of  Salzburg.  They  con- 
ttwk  a  three  years'  treaty,  but  their  secret  enmity  is 
man  lasting. 

Ijftj  ^  Charles  IV.,  as  sedentary  now  as  be  had 
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been  active  in  his  youth,  remains  always  at  Prague. 
Italy  is  entirely  abandoned  ;  each  lord  there  buys  the 
title  of  vicar  ut  the  empire. 

Bartiaby  V'Uconti  still  hears  a  grudge  to  Botogna, 
and  is  master  of  many  towns  in  Romagna. 

Tlic  pope,  at  this  lime  Urban  V..  obtains  very 
easily  from  the  emperor  ineffectual  orders  to  the 
vicars  of  the  empire;  It  is  related  that  Bamaby  at 
length  sells  his  possessions  in  Romagna  for  five  hun- 
dred thousand  florins  of  gold  to  the  pope;  but  was 
it  easy  for  Urban  at  Avignon  to  find  such  a  sum  ? 

1364 —  It  is  also  related  that  Charles  intended  to 
turn  the  Danube  by  Prague;  more  incredible  still 
than  the  pope's  five  hundred  thousand  florins.  The 
water  must  be  brought  over  Uie  mountains,  barely 
to  make  a  canal  from  the  Danube  to  the  Moldau  in 
Bohemia;  and  besides,  it  depends  on  the  house  of 
Bavaria,  which  commands  the  course  of  the  river. 
Charlemagne's  project  of  joining  the  Danube  and 
the  Rhine  in  a  fiat  country  was  much  more  prac- 
ticable. 

1365  —  A  plague  that  broke  out  in  France,  amidst 
the  terrible  wars  of  Edward  III.,  and  Philip  de 
Valois,  spreads  itself  into  Germany.  Several  vaga- 
bonds who  had  deserted  from  these  armies,  which 
were  ill  paid,  and  as  badly  disciplined,  joining  with 
other  rogues,  make  excursions  Into  Lorraine  and 
Alsace,  where  they  find  all  the  passes  open ;  they  are 
called  Malandrins,  never  welcome,  etc.  The  emperor 
is  forced  to  march  against  them  on  the  Rhine  with 
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the  Lraops  of  the  empire;  tbey  are  driven  tbenoc; 
they  ravage  France  and  Holland,  tike  locusts  laying 
waste  all  before  them,  without  any  distinction. 

Charles  IV.  visits  Pope  Urban  V.  at  Avignon.  He 
endeavors  a  holy  war.  rather  to  prevent  the  Turks, 
who  had  already  taken  Adrianople.  from  oppressing 
Christianity,  than  to  recover  Jerusalem. 

A  king  of  C>'prus.  who  beholds  the  danger  more 
nearly,  solicits  this  holy  war  also  at  .^vignofl.  Sev- 
eral crusades  had  been  pursued  from  time  to  time, 
when  the  Mussulmans  were  scarcely  formidable  in 
Syria,  but  now  that  Christianity  is  shaken,  tbey  are 
laid  aside. 

The  pope,  after  having  proposed  the  crusades 
with  proper  decorum,  makes  a  serious  treaty  with 
the  emperor  for  the  surrender  of  his  usurped  patri* 
mony  to  the  holy  see.  He  grants  to  the  emperor  the 
tenths  upon  the  clergy  of  Germany :  Charles  IV. 
can  serve  himself  by  going  to  Italy  to  recover  the 
proper  dominions  of  the  emperor  and  not  to  serve  the 
pope. 

1366  —  The  Malandrins  return  again  on  the  Rhine 
and  commit  devastations  even  to  the  gates  of  Avig- 
non.  This  is  one  of  the  reasons  that  oblige  Urban 
V.  to  take  shelter  in  Rome  after  the  popes  liad  been 
for  sixty-two  years  retired  to  the  borders  of  the 
Rhone.  The  Viscontis,  more  dangerous  than  the 
Malandrins,  possess  all  the  openings  of  the  Alps. 
They  had  invaded  Piedmont  and  threatened  Pro- 
vence.   Urban  having  only  the  emperor's  word  for 


Charles  IV. 


J" 


assistaoce  embarks  on  board  a  galley  belonging 
to  the  guilty  and  unfortunate  Joan,  queen  of  Naples. 

1367  —  The  emperor  excuses  himself  from  assist- 
ing the  pope  to  be  a  spectator  of  the  war  made  in  the 
Tyrolcse  between  the  houses  of  Austria  and  Bavaria. 
And  Pope  Urban  V-,  after  having  made  some  useless 
alliances  with  Austria  and  Hungary,  gives  at  length 
a  sight  of  a  pope  to  the  Romans,  on  October  16.  He 
is  received  only  as  the  first  bishop  of  Christianity, 
and  not  as  a  sovereign. 

1368  —  The  town  of  Freiburg  in  Breisgau,  which 
had  endeavored  to  gain  its  freedom,  falls  again  into 
the  power  of  the  house  of  Austria,  by  the  cession  of 
a  count  ^[non,  who  had  taken  it  under  his  pro- 
tection; and  withdraws  it  for  twelve  thousand 
florins. 

The  re-establishment  of  the  popes  at  Rome  does 
not  prevent  the  Viscontis  ruling  in  Lombardy,  where 
they  were  near  reviving  a  monarchy  more  powerful 
and  extensive  than  that  of  the  ancient  Lombards. 

The  emperor  goes  at  last  into  Italy  to  the  assis- 
tance of  the  pope,  and  rather  indeed  to  tliat  of  the 
empire.  He  had  a  formidable  army  in  which  there 
was  some  artillery. 

This  frightful  invention  began  now  to  be  estab* 
Ikhed.  It  was  as  yet  unknown  among  the  Turks, 
against  whom  it  had  been  employed.  They  h.ad 
been  easily  driven  out  of  Europe,  but  Christians  as 
yet  only  use  it  against  Christians. 

To  support  the  faith  in  Italy,  the  pope  on  one 
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side  wins  the  dake  of  Austria;  on  the  other,  the 
emperor:  each  with  a  puissatit  army:  it  was  this 
sort  of  condua  that  lost  the  liberty  of  Italy,  nay, 
of  the  pope  himself.  It  has  been  the  fatality  of  this 
beautiful  but  unhappy  country,  that  the  popes  have 
still  called  in  strangers  to  their  aid,  who  would,  if 
possible,  have  carried  it  away  with  them. 

The  emperor  pillages  Verona;  tlic  duke  of  Austria, 
Vicenca;  the  Viscontis  immediately  sue  for  peace. 
to  await  better  times ;  the  war  ends  in  a  sum  given 
to  Charles,  who  goes  to  Rome  lo  be  consecrated, 
according  to  the  usual  ceremonies. 

1369  —  A  diet  is  held  at  Frankfort.  A  severe 
edict  forbids  the  towns  and  princes  from  making  war 
of  themselves.  The  edict  is  no  sooner  published  than 
the  bishop  of  Hildesheim  and  Magnus,  duke  of 
Brtmswick,  having  each  many  lords  of  his  party, 
are  involved  in  a  bloody  war. 

It  could  scarcely  happen  otherwise  in  a  country 
where  the  very  few  good  laws  arc  without  force. 
And  this  continual  anarchy  serves  as  an  excuse  for 
the  emperor's  inacrivity.  He  ought  to  hazard  every- 
thing or  remain  altogether  quiet,  and  he  chooses  the 
latter. 

Urban  V.,  having  brought  the  Austrians  and 
Bohemians  into  Italy,  who  returned  home  laden  with 
spoil,  now  calls  in  the  Hungarians  against  the  Vis- 
contis ;  there  wanted  only  Turks. 

The  emperor,  to  ward  off  this  fatal  blow,  rccon- 
dks  the  Viscontis  with  the  holy  see. 
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1370  —  Waldemar,  king  oi  Denmark,  expelled 
from  Copenhagen  by  the  king  ot  Sweden  and  by 
the  count  of  Holstein,  takes  refuge  in  Pomerania. 
He  asks  assisiauce  of  the  emperor,  who  gives  him 
letters  of  recommendalion.  He  applies  to  Hope  Greg- 
ory- XI.,  who  returns  him  exhortations,  and  menaces 
of  excommunication,  writing  to  him  as  to  his  vas- 
sal.    It  is  pretended  Waldcmar  answered  him  thus: 

"  My  life  I  hold  of  God ;  my  crown  of  my  sub* 
jects,  my  estates  of  my  ance&lors ;  my  faith  only  of 
your  predecessors;  which,  if  you  have  a  mind  to 
make  use  of  it,  i  send  you  back  by  these  presents." 
This  letter  is  surely  apocryphal, 

King  Waldcniar  re-enters  his  dominions  without 
any  assistance  by  the  disunion  of  his  enemies. 

1371  — Germany,  though  as  yet  in  a  rustic  state, 
nevertheless  polishes  Poland.  Casimir,  to  whom  had 
been  given  the  surname  of  Great,  begins  to  build 
some  towns  after  the  German  fashion,  ajid  intro- 
duces some  laws  of  Saxon  right  into  his  own  coun- 
try, wliich  wants  laws. 

A  particular  war  between  Wcnceslaus,  duke  of 
Luxcmbui^  and  Brabant,  brother  to  the  emperor, 
and  the  dukes  of  Juliers  and  of  Guelders;  in  which 
all  the  lords  of  the  Low  Countries  take  part. 

Nothing  more  strongly  cliaracterizes  the  fatal 
anarchy  of  these  times  of  rapine.  The  subject  of 
this  broil  was  a  troop  of  highwa>-mcn,  protected  by 
the  duke  of  Julicrs  :  and  unhappily  such  an  example 
was  not  uncommon  in  those  days. 
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WcnceaUus,  Ticar  of  ibe  empire,  willing  to  punish 
the  duke  Juliers,  is  defeated  and  taken  in  battle. 

The  conqueror,  (earing  the  emperor's  resentment, 
hastens  to  Prague,  accompanied  by  many  princes, 
and.  above  all.  by  his  prisoner:  "I  return  you," 
said  he  to  the  emperor.  "*  your  brother ;  forgive  me 
both." 

One  sees  many  events  of  these  times  thus  inter- 
mixed with  robbery  and  heroism. 

1372  —  The  edicts  against  these  wars  having 
proved  ineffectual,  a  new  diet  at  Nuremberg  ordains 
that  no  prince  or  town  should  for  the  future  make 
war  before  the  expiration  of  sixty  days  from  the 
receipt  of  the  offence.  This  was  called  the  sixtieth 
taw  of  the  empire,  and  was  always  duly  observed, 
when  more  than  sixty  days  were  requisite  to  prepare 
for  attacking  the  enemy. 

1373  —  For  a  long  time  past  the  affairs  of  Naples 
and  Sicily  have  had  no  connection  with  those  of  the 
empire.  The  Isle  of  Sicily  was  at  present  occupied 
by  the  house  of  Aragon,  and  Naples  by  Queen 
Joan ;  both,  at  this  time,  were  fiefs.  The  house  of 
Aragon  had  submitted,  by  treaty,  ever  since  the 
Sicilian  Vespers,  to  hold  it  of  the  crown  of  Naples, 
which  was  held  of  the  holy  sec. 

The  view  of  the  house  of  Aragon  in  paying  a  vain 
homage  to  the  crown  of  Naples,  was  to  become 
independent  of  the  Roman  court,  and  had  succeeded 
therein  when  the  pope  was  in  Avignon. 

Gregory  XI.  ordains  that  the  king  of  Sicily  shall 
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hcncefortli  pay  homage  to  the  king  of  Naples  and 
the  pope  at  the  sanic  time.  He  revives  the  ancient 
taw,  or  ratlicr  protest,  disabhng  the  king  of  Sicily, 
or  Naples,  from  ever  being  emperor ;  and  adds  that 
these  kingdoms  shall  be  incompatible  with  those  of 
Tuscany  and  of  Lombardy. 

Charles  abandons  all  his  affairs  in  Italy;  entirely 
taken  up  with  enriching  himself  rn  Germany,  and 
establishing  his  house.  He  buys  the  electorate  of 
Brandenburg  from  Otho  of  Bavaria,  who  possessed 
it.  to  appropriate  it  to  himself  and  his  family.  This 
case  was  not  set  down  in  the  Golden  Bull.  He  at 
length  gives  this  electorate  to  his  eldest  son.  Wen- 
ceslaus,  afterwards  to  a  younger,  Sigismund. 

1374  —  The  holy  sec  had  been  long  in  Avignon. 
Urban  V.  dies  ;when  at  "Rome  but  a  very  little  time. 
Gregory  XI.  determines  to  re-establish  the  popedom 
in  his  native  country. 

Such  princes  and  towns  as  stood  possessed  of  the 
countess  Mathilda's  estates  enter  into  an  alliance 
against  the  pope,  who  was  willing  to  return  into 
Italy.  The  most  part  of  the  towns,  at  length,  set 
^K  up  their  standards,  and  over  their  gates  the  peat 
^^^  word  Libertas,  as  it  is  yet  to  be  seen  at  Lucca. 
^^  1375  —  The  Florentines  begin  to  act  in  the  same 

W  manner  in  Italy  as  the  Athenians  had  formerly  done 

I  in  Greece.     All  the  polite  arts  that  were  entirely 

I  unknown  before  revive  at  Florence.     The  factions 

I  of  Guelphs  and  Ghibellines,  during  the  disturbances 

I  they  created  in  Tuscany,  had  stirred  up  genius  and 
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courage ;  it  was  liberty  elevated  them.  This  people 
was  the  most  respectable,  and  least  superstitious,  of 
amy  in  Italy,  and  the  least  inclined  to  obey  either  the 
popes  or  emperors.  Pope  Gregory  excommunicated 
them.  It  was  a  little  strange  that  these  excom- 
munications, to  which  they  had  been  so  often  accus- 
tomed, should  still  make  some  impression. 

1376  —  Charles  has  his  son,  Wenceslaus,  pro- 
claimed king  of  the  Romans  in  Mentz,  on  the  Rhine, 
the  same  place  where  he  himself  had  been  chosen. 

All  the  electors  are  there  in  person.  His  seoind 
son,  Sigismund,  assists,  as  elector  of  Brandenburg, 
though  but  a  child,  the  father  having  lately  trans- 
ferred that  title  from  Wenceslaus  to  Sigismund. 
He  had,  for  his  own  part,  his  voice  of  Bohemia. 
Five  electors  were  then  to  be  gained.  It  is  said,  and 
many  historians  assure  us  of  it,  that  he  promised  to 
each  one  hundred  thousand  florins  of  gold.  It 
is  not  at  all  likely  that  each  received  the  same  sum, 
neither  is  it  likely  that  the  five  princes  were  mean 
enough  to  receive  it,  indiscreet  enough  to  talk  of  it, 
or  that  the  emperor  should  boast  of  having  cor- 
rupted the  votes. 

So  far  was  he  from  giving  money  to  the  elector 
palatine  that  he  sold  to  him  at  the  same  time  Got- 
tenburg,  Falkenburg,  and  other  domains.  He  also 
sold,  indeed  at  a  very  indifferent  price,  some  of  the 
royal  prerogative  to  the  electors  of  Cologne  and  of 
Mentz.  Thus  did  he  gain  money,  and  spoiled  the 
empire  in  securing  it  to  his  son. 
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'^i77  —  Charles  IV.,  aged  sixty-four,  undertakes 
a  journey  to  Paris:  and  it  is  added  that  it  was  to 
have  the  consolation  of  seeing  the  king  of  France, 
Charles  V.,  who  loved  him  tenderly ;  and  the  reason 
o{  this  tenderness  for  a  monarch  that  he  had  never 
seen  was  his  having  espoused  formerly  one  of  his 
aunts.  Another  reason  alleged  for  this  journey  is  his 
being  afflicted  with  the  gout,  and  his  having  prom- 
ised M.  St.  Maurus,  a  saint  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Paris,  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  him.  on  horseback,  for 
his  cure.  The  tnie  reason  was  disgust,  uneasiness. 
and  a  custom  established  in  those  days  for  princes  to 
visit  each  other  He  goes  at  length  from  Prague  to 
Paris,  accompanied  by  his  son  Wcnceslaus,  king  of 
tlie  Romans.  He  scarcely  sees  a  finer  country  than  hia 
own  from  the  frontiers  to  Paris.  Paris  deserves 
not  his  curiosily.  The  old  palace  of  St.  Louis,  which 
still  subsists,  and  the  castle  of  the  Louvre,  which 
is  no  more,  arc  not  worth  the  trouble  of  the  journey. 
In  Tuscany  only  ihey  were  emerging  from  barbarity, 
nor  had  architecture  been  as  yet  reformed. 

If  there  was  anything  serious  in  this  journey,  it 
was  the  office  of  the  vicar  of  the  empire,  in  the 
ancient  kingdom  of  Aries,  which  he  gave  to  the 
dauphin.  It  was  a  long  time  a  question  among  the 
civilians  whether  Dauphiny  ought  to  be  always  held 
of  the  empire;  but  it  has  not,  a  great  while  since, 
been  one  among  sovereigns.  It  is  true  that  the  last 
dauphin.  Humbert,  in  ceding  Dauphiny  to  the  sec- 
ond son  of  Philip  of  Valois,  ceded  it  with  the  same 
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right  with  which  he  possessed  it.  It  is  moreover 
true  that  the>'  pretend  Charles  IV.  himself  had  r&- 
nonnccd  all  his  rights ;  but  yet  they  were  not  the  less 
insisted  on  by  his  successors.  Maximilian  I.  always 
claimed  the  dependence  of  Dauphiny.  But  this  right 
must  have  been  very  little  minded,  since  Charles  V., 
in  obliging  Francis  I.,  his  prisoner,  to  cede  Burgundy 
to  him  by  the  treaty  of  Madrid,  makes  not  the  least 
mention  of  the  homage  due  to  the  empire  on  account 
of  Dauphiny.  All  the  sequel  of  this  history  shows 
how  time  changes  rights. 

1378 — A  French  gentleman,  named  Enguerant 
de  Coucy,  makes  use  of  the  emperor's  journey  to 
France  to  prefer  a  ver^-  strange  request,  that  of 
making  war  on  the  house  01  Austria.  He  was  great 
grandson  of  the  emperor  Albert  of  Austria  by  bU 
mother,  the  daughter  of  Leopold.  He  demanded  the 
estates  of  Leopold,  as  not  being  masculine  fiefs.  TTie 
emperor  grants  him  entire  possession.  He  never 
considered  how  it  was  possible  for  a  private  gentl< 
man  of  Picardy  to  levy  an  army.  G>ucy,  nevcrlhe-'^ 
less,  has  one  pretty  considerable,  £umished  by  his 
relatives  and  friends ;  by  the  reigning  spirit  of  hero- 
ism ;  by  some  of  his  patrimony,  which  he  sold,  and 
by  the  hope  of  plunder;  which  engages  many  peo- 
ple in  extraordinary  undertakings. 

He  marched  toward  such  parts  of  Alsace  and 
Switzerland  as  belong  to  the  house  of  Austria.  But 
not  having  wherewithal  to  pay  his  troops,  and  some 
contributions  gathered  about  Strasburg  not  being 
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sufficient  to  enable  him  to  keep  the  field  any  long 
time,  liis  army  soon  dispersed,  and  his  project  was 
at  an  end.  The  fate  of  this  gentleman  was  no  more 
than  what  happens  to  all  great  princes,  even  now, 
who  raise  forces  too  hastily:. 

Gregory  XI.  at  length,  after  having  seen  Rome  in 
1377.  and  brought  back  the  pontifical  sec  from  Avig- 
non, where  it  had  been  settled  seventy-two  years, 
dies  on  March  27,  1378. 

The  Italian  cardinals  now  prevail,  and  choose  ao 
Italian  pope.  Ii  \%-as  Prignano,  a  Neapolitan,  a  man 
fierce  and  impetuous.  He  takes  the  name  of  Urban. 
Prignano  Urban,  in  his  first  consistorj*.  declared  he 
would  do  justice  to  Charles  V.,  Icing  of  France,  and 
Edward  III.,  king  of  England,  who  disturbed  the 
peace  of  Riirope.  Cardinal  de  la  Grange,  shaking 
his  hand  at  him,  answered  him  that  "  he  lied,"  two 
words  that  plunge  Christianity  into  a  war  of  more 
than  thirty  years'  duration. 

Most  of  the  cardinals,  irritated  at  the  pope's  vio- 
lent and  intolerable  temper,  retire  to  Naples,  declare 
the  election  of  Prignano  Urban  as  forced  and  void, 
and  choose  Robert,  son  of  Aniadeus  III,,  count  of 
Geneva,  who  assumes  the  name  of  Clement,  and 
establishes  an  anti-Roman  see  in  Avignon.  Europe 
is  divided.  The  emperor  and  Flanders  join  the  lat- 
ter; Hungary,  which  belongs  to  the  emperor, 
acknowledges  Urban. 

France.  Scotland,  and  Savoy  arc  for  Clement. 
One  may  easily  judge,  by  the  side  taken  by  each 
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power,  tfau  an  acted  opoo  iaeraied  princylgt  Tbe 
nanM  of  a  pope  is  bat  a  mird  of  mOaj. 

Qntcn  joui  ot  napks  iiMiif>wii!ngtt  ucbmbc, 
Bcatise  sbe  had  bcco  Juimily  protected  vy  rtsnoc, 
ami  becaose  this  unftntiwie  qoeen  bad  caDed  Loois 
of  Anjou.  bfTXbcr  of  Otaifem  V,  to  ber  aaamOnet 

Wenowlaus,  dokc  of  T-ajmatiig.  ifing  whhout 
oroe,  Karcs  wl  his  oas  to  bis  bmber,  aad  after 
Mm  to  WeneealMas.  Vmg  of  die  Rmaoft. 

tht  auftaot  QatWm  IV.  <Bes  soem  after.  li.ariog 
"**^*"'^*  wits  tbe  onpnv  to  ^T cBceslaoi  i   Bianfr 

the  two  dodties  of  SBessa  to  jobs,  fats  third  son. 

It  ^peM.  uutoiibu  wfty  the  GeMtn  BtO.  that 
behoibeKficed  ^  ta^fy  mmh  won  Aa»  Gb^ 
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i379-&>  —  The  mgo  of  Cfaarlet  IV-  wbacb  had 
he^aacb  cnapWaed  oe.  aa4  fifl  «  htaBod.  ii  as 

-^     llf  —ill!  '  .    ■  .m         -«  J  1» 
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an«  from  the  empire,  and  obliged  to  march  agaiiut 
his  Bohemian  subjects;  the  rest  of  those  bandittt 
called  Malandrins,  who  ranged  Europe,  seeking  the 
service  of  such  princes  as  would  employ  them,  rav- 
age Bohemia  for  their  pay.  Europe,  in  the  meantime, 
is  torn  to  pieces  by  the  &chi&m  between  the  two 
popes.  Which  melancholy  dispute,  at  last,  cost  the 
unfortunate  Joan,  queen  of  Naples,  her  life. 

Xow  thai  there  were  no  hopes,  it  was  made  a 
point  of  religion  as  well  as  policy  to  side  with  one 
of  them.  He  was  certainly  wisest  who  acknowl- 
edged neither.  Joan,  queen  of  Naples,  had  unfor- 
tunately declared  for  Clement  at  a  time  that  Urban 
had  it  in  his  power  to  hurt  her.  She  was  accused 
of  having  assassinated  her  Brst  husband.  Andrew 
of  Himgary.  and  living  then  quietly  with  Otho  of 
Brunswick,  her  present  spouse. 

Urban,  possessed,  as  yet,  of  some  power  in  Italy, 
stirs  up  against  her  Charles  of  Durazzo,  under  pre- 
tence of  avenging  the  fate  of  her  first  husband. 

Charles  of  Durazzo  comes  into  Hungar>'  to  assist 
the  anger  of  the  pope,  who  had  promised  him  the 
crown.  What  is  most  terrible  in  this  affair  is  tliat 
he  had  been  adopted  by  Queen  Joan,  who  was  now 
far  advanced  in  years.  He  had  been  declared  her 
heir,  yet  preferred  stripping  her,  who  had  been  to 
him  as  a  mother,  of  crown  and  life,  rather  than 
wait  till  nature  and  time  gave  him  the  crown. 

Otho  of  Brunswick,  who  fights  in  his  wife's 
behalf,  is  made  prisoner  along  with  her.     Charles 
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of  E>urazzo  causes  her  to  be  strangled.  Naples  had, 
since  the  days  of  Charles  of  Anjou,  become  a  thea- 
tre of  wicked  attempts  against  their  crowned  beads. 

1383-86  —  The  imperial  throne  becomes  at  pres- 
ent a  scene  of  horror  and  contempt.  In  Bohemia 
nothing  to  be  seen  but  seditions  against  Wenccslaus. 
All  the  members  of  the  house  of  Bavaria  reunite  to 
declare  war  against  him.  This  is  a  crime  by  the 
laws.    But  there  are  no  longer  laws. 

The  emperor  has  no  otlier  way  of  assuaging  this 
storm  than  in  restoring  to  the  count  palatine  of 
Bavaria  the  towns  of  the  higher  palatinate,  which 
Charles  IV.  had  seized  when  that  prince  had  been 
distressed. 

He  cedes  other  towns  to  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  as 
Miihlbcrg  and  Bemau.  All  the  towns  on  the  Rliine, 
of  Suabia  and  Franconia,  league  against  him.  The 
princes  bordering  on  France  receive  pensicHis.  To 
Wenceslaus  remains  the  bare  title  of  emperor. 

1387  —  While  an  emperor  thus  debases  himself, 
a  woman  immortabies  her  name.  Margaret  of  Wal- 
deraar,  queen  of  Denmark  and  of  Norway,  becomes 
by  victories  and  election  queen  of  Sweden.  TTiis 
grand  revolution  respects  Germany  no  farther  than 
as  this  heroine  is  fruitlessly  opposed  by  the  princes 
of  Mecklenburg,  the  counts  of  Holstein,  the  towns 
of  Hamburg  and  Liibcck. 

The  atliance  of  the  Swiss  cantons  strengthens 
them  for  the  present,  and  they  grow  always  stronger 
by  war.    It  was  now  some  years  since  the  cantoa 
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foi  Berne  had  «ngag^  in  this  union.  Duke  Leopold 
bends  hi&  views  to  the  taming  of  these  people.  He 
attacks  tliem,  and  loses  the  battle,  with  his  life. 

1388 — 'The  leagues  of  the  towns  of  Franconia, 
Suabia>  and  the  Rhine  might  form  a  people  free  as 
the  Datives  of  Switzerland,  especially  under  a  reign 
so  confused  as  this  of  Wenceslaus,  were  there  not  too 
many  chiefs,  too  great  a  variety  of  particular  inter- 
ests :  besides  the  nature  of  tlieir  situation,  open  on 
every  side,  did  not  permit  Uiem  to  separate  them- 
selves from  the  empire  tike  the  Swiss. 

1389  — Sigismund,  the  brother  of  Wenceslaus, 
gains  some  glory  in  Hungary.  He  was  only  the 
husband  of  the  queen  whom  the  Hungarians  had 
called  King  Mary ;  a  title  they  have  revived,  not 
long  since,  in  favor  of  Maria  Theresa,  daughter  of 
Charles  VI.  Mary  was  young,  and  the  states  not 
wanting  her  husband  to  govern,  they  committed  the 
regency  to  Elizabeth  of  Bosnia,  mother  of  their 
King  Mary,  so  that  Sigismund  found  himself  only 
the  husband  of  the  princess  under  tuition,  to  whom 
was  awarded  the  title  of  king. 

The  states  of  Hungary  are  discontented  with  the 
regency,  and  do  not  entirely  choose  to  serve  Sigi»- 
raund.  They  oflfcr  the  crown  to  Charles  of  Durazro, 
a  man  used  to  strangle  queens,  who  arrives  and  is 
crowned. 

The  regent  and  her  daughter  disguise  their  senti- 
ments, watch  their  opportunity,  and  cause  him  to  be 
assassinated  before  them.     The  palatine  of  Croatia 
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sets  himMlf  up  to  be  judge  of  the  two  queens;  h« 
causes  the  nxJtber  to  be  drowned,  and  the  daughter 
to  be  imprisoned.  It  is  now  that  Sigisround  shows 
himself  worthy  of  reigning.  He  levies  troops  in  hit 
electorate  of  Brandenburg  and  in  the  dominions  of 
his  brother.    He  defeats  the  Hungarians. 

The  palatine  of  Croatia  delivers  up  his  wife,  hav- 
ing made  her  promise  he  should  be  continued  in  his 
government  Sigismund,  crowned  king  of  Hun- 
garjr,  does  not  believe  himself  obliged  to  observe 
his  wife's  word,  and  causes  the  palatine  of  Croatia 
to  be  quartered  iu  tlie  town  of  the  6ve  ctiurches. 

1390— During  these  liorrors  the  great  schism  in 
the  church  increases.  It  might  have  been  extin- 
guished after  the  death  of  Urban  by  acknowledging 
Cement,  but  at  Rome  they  chose  one  Peter  Tomas- 
selli,  who  was  not  received  in  Germany,  becatue 
France  had  acknowledged  Oemcm.  He  requires  the 
annats,  or  lirst  year's  profit  of  the  benefices,  v^ch 
Germany  pays,  and  murmurs. 

It  looks  as  if  they  determined  to  make  the  Jews 
repay  them  what  they  had  advanced  to  the  pope. 
Almost  all  the  inland  trade  was  conducted  by  them, 
in  spite  of  the  Hanse  towns.  They  imagined  them 
so  rich  in  Bohemia  tliat  they  murdered  and 
destroyed  them  everywhere.  The  same  was  done  in 
many  towns,  and  above  all  at  Spires. 

Wenceslaus.  who  was  sparing  of  his  edicts,  issued 
one  annulling  all  debts  due  to  the  Jews,  imagining 
thus  to  conciliate  the  nobility  and  people 
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1391-97  —  The  town  of  Strasburg  is  so  powerful 
as  to  support  a  war  against  the  elector  palatine,  and 
his  bishop,  on  account  of  some  fiefs.  It  incurs  the 
imperial  ban,  and  is  ended  for  thirty  thousand  florins 
paid  to  the  emperor's  profit. 

Three  brothers,  dukes  of  Bavaria,  enter  into  com- 
pact, by  which  every  Bavarian  prince  is  bound 
henceforth  neither  to  sell  nor  give  up  his  tenure  to 
anyone  but  his  nighest  relative;  and  not  to  dispose 
of  it  to  a  stranger  without  the  consent  of  every 
member  of  the  house.  Here  is  a  law  which  might 
be  inserted  in  the  Golden  Bull,  miieh  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  first  families  in  Germany. 

Each  sovereign  and  each  town  take  the  best  care 
possible  of  their  mutual  affairs. 

Wenceslaus,  shut  up  in  Prague,  commits  many 
actions  of  barbarity  and  madness.  There  were,  par- 
ticularly, times  in  which  he  was  quite  beside  him- 
self. This  is  an  effect  of  excess  in  eating  and  drink- 
ing, which  attends  more  people  than  one  may 
iinaf:ine. 

Charles  VI.  of  France  was,  in  the  meantime, 
attacked  with  a  disorder  of  nearly  the  same  nature, 
losing  often  the  use  of  reason.  The  antipopes 
divide  the  church,  and  indeed  Europe.  By  whom 
or  how  was  the  world  at  this  time  governed? 

Wenceslaus,  in  one  of  his  fits,  threw  the  monk 
John  Nepomuk,  into  the  Moldau,  where  he  was 
drowned,  because  he  had  refused  to  telt  htm  what 
the  queen,  his  wife,  had  confessed  to  him.  It  is  said 
V0L33-5 
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he  KRiietimK  walked  the  »tre«&  attended  by  tbe 
public  executioners,  and  put  to  death  on  the  spot 
auch  people  as  he  disliked.  The  mapstrates  of 
PngxM  cause  him  to  be  seized  as  a  common  malefac- 
tor, and  thrown  into  a  duogvon. 

They  permit  him  baths  for  the  recovery  of  ha 
health  and  senses. 

He  escapes  with  one  servant  maid,  wbora  he 
makes  his  mistress.  He  shuu  himself  up  in  Bcratm. 
Here  was  a  fair  opportunity  for  Sig^smund,  his 
brother,  king  of  Hungary,  to  have  himself  acknowl- 
edged King  of  Bohemia ;  nor  does  he  let  it  slip,  btitj 
he  could  only  get  himself  dccbrcd  regent.  He  shutt' 
up  his  brother  in  the  castle  of  Prague;  whence  be 
sends  him  to  DuV-e  Albert  of  Austria  at  Vienna,  and 
returns  to  Hungary  to  oppose  the  Turks,  who  began 
to  extend  their  coiKiucsts  on  that  sidc- 

Wenccslaus  makes  another  escape  from  his  new 
prison,  and  once  more  reaches  Prague,  and,  what 
is  wonderful,  finds  there  some  partisans. 

What  is  still  more  astonishing  is  that  Germany 
does  not  interfere  in  the  least  in  the  emperor's 
affairs,  neither  when  he  is  in  a  dungeon  at  Fragile 
nor  Vienna  nor  yet  when  be  returns  home  ta 
Bohemia. 

139S  — Is  it  credible  that  Wenceslaus,  in  the 
midst  of  the  infamy  and  turns  of  such  a  life,  slxmld 
propose  a  meeting  at  Rheims  in  Champagne,  with 
Qiailes  IV.,  king  of  France,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
fr""'^»'«  of  schism? 
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And  at  Rheims  the  two  monarchs  meet.  It  13 
remarked  that  at  a  feast  given  here  by  the  king  of 
France  to  the  emperor  and  to  the  king  of  Navarre, 
a  patriarch  of  Alexandria  who  was  present  took  the 
6rst  place  at  table.  It  is  also  remarked  that  one 
rooming  Wenccslaus  was  found  drunk  by  those  who 
went  to  confer  with  him  on  the  business  of  the 
church, 

llie  universities  be^  now  to  gain  some  credit, 
because  they  were  new,  and  had  no  authority  in  the 
church.  That  of  Paris  was  the  first  which  proposed 
a  demission  of  the  papacy,  and  the  election  of  a  new 
pope.  And  it  was  debated  that  the  king  of  France 
should  obtain  the  demission  of  his  pope,  Clement ; 
and  that  Wenceslaus  also  should  engage  for  his  pope 
doing  the  same. 

Neither  of  the  pretenders  chose  to  resign.  They 
were  the  successors  of  Clement  and  Urban.  The 
first  was  Tomaselli,  who,  being  elected  on  tlie  death 
of  Urban,  assumed  the  name  of  Boniface;  the 
second  was  Pedro  de  Luna,  a  native  of  Aragon,  who 
was  called  Benedict,  and  fixed  his  residence  at 
Avignon. 

The  court  of  France  keeps  its  word  with  the 
emperor,  proposes  to  Benedict  his  abdication,  which 
he  refusing,  is  kept  prisoner  five  whole  yean  in  hu 
castle  at    Avignon. 

Thus  the  court  of  France,  in  not  acknowledging  a 
pope  during  five  years,  showed  that  the  church 
could  subsist  without  s  pope. 
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It  was  said  that  Wenceslaus  could  drink  with  his 
pope,  but  not  treat  with  him. 

'399  — He  find*  »t  length  a  spouse.  Sophia  of 
Bavaria,  notwithstanding  his  having  hastened  the 
death  of  his  first  with  ill  trcatmeot.  He  is  not 
known  to  relapse  into  any  of  his  fits  oi  frenzy  after 
this  match,  and  minds  nothing  but,  like  his  father, 
Charles  IV..  heaping  up  money.  He  sells  every- 
thing, and  at  last  disposes  of  the  emperor's  title  to 
Lombardy  unto  Gateazo  Visconti,  declaring  it,  ac- 
cording to  some  authors,  entirely  independent  of  the 
empire,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  golden 
crowns.  No  law  prevents  the  emperor  from  th«»e 
alienations.  Had  there  subsisted  any,  Visconti 
would  never  have  hazarded  so  considerably. 

The  ministers  of  Wcnccslaus,  who  pillage 
Bohemia,  incline  to  levy  exactions  on  the  prorince 
of  Meissen,  about  which  complaints  are  made  to  the 
eleaorg.  and  straightway  these  princes,  who  had 
taken  no  steps  against  Wenceslaiis  when  he  was 
made,  assemble  to  depose  him. 

After  many  assembbes  of  electors,  princes,  and 
deputies  of  towns,  a  solenui  diet  is  held  at  Landstein, 
near  Meoti.  The  three  ecclesiastical  electors, 
together  with  the  palatine,  formally  depose  the 
emperor  in  the  presence  of  many  princes,  who  only 
assist  as  witnesses.  The  electors  having  the  sole 
right  of  choosing,  draw  from  it  the  necessar>-  coo- 
dsrioo  of  their  having  the  sole  right  of  vacating. 
Tbqr  revoke  the  alieiuttoas  that  had  been  purchased 
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from  the  emperor ;  but  this  makes  not  Visconti  leu 
Absolute  from  Piedmont  to  the  gales  of  Venice, 

The  act  of  deposing  Wcnceslaus  bears  date  of 
August  20,  in  the  morning.    The  electors  a  few  days 

(after  choose  for  emperor  Frederick,  duke  of  Bruns- 
wick, who  is  assassinated  by  a  count  Waldeck.  while 
preparing  for  his  coronation, 
elec 
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ROBERT. 

CDUMT  PALATINE  OP  THE  RHINE. 
THlHTy-SIXTH   EMPEKOR. 

1400 — Robert,  count  palatine  of  the  Rhine,  is 
elected  at  Ren«  by  the  same  four  electors.  His 
election  could  not  possibly  have  been  on  August  22, 
as  has  been  asserted,  because  Wencci^laus  was 
deposed  on  August  20,  and  there  must  certainly 
have  been  more  than  two  days  consumed  in  choos- 
ing the  duke  of  Brunswick,  preparing  for  his  coro- 
nation, and  assassinating  him. 

Robert,  according  to  custom,  presents  himself 
armed  at  the  gates  of  Frankfort,  and  makes  his 
entry  there  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  and  three  days. 
This  is  the  last  example  we  Iiave  of  this  cust<Hn. 

1401  — Some  princes  and  town.s  still  hold  out  for 
Wenccslaus,  as  a  few  Romans  regretted  Nero.  The 
magistrates  of  the  free  town  of  Aix-la-ChapcIle  shut 
their  gates  against  Robert,  who  wanted  to  be 
crowned  there.  He  remains  at  Cologne  with  the 
archbishop. 

To  gain  the  Germans  he  is  willing  to  recover  the 
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MUanesc  for  the  empire,  from  which  Weneeslatu 
had  divided  it.  He  forms  an  alliance  with  the  towns 
of  Switzerland  and  Suabia,  as  if  he  was  only  the 
prince  of  the  empire,  and  raises  troops  against  Vi»- 
contt.  The  circumstance  of  things  was  favorable. 
Venice  and  Florence  were  already  arming  against 
the  formidable  power  of  liis  new  duke  of  Lombardy. 

Being  in  Tyrol,  he  sent  a  challenge  to  Galeazo, 
beginning:  "To  John  Galeazo,  count  of  Verona," 
to  which  was  answered:  "To  you,  Robert  of 
Bavaria,  we,  duke  of  Milan,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and 
of  Wenceslaus,"  etc.  After  which  he  promises  to 
beat  him,  and  keeps  his  word,  in  the  defiles  of  the 
mountains. 

Several  princes,  who  had  accompanied  the 
emperor,  retire  with  their  few  remaining  soldiers, 
and  Robert  at  length  wanders  away  alone. 

1402-j^John  Galeazo  remains  master  of  all 
Lombardy,  and  protector  of  the  neighboring  towns, 
in  spite  of  them.  He  dies,  leaving,  among  other 
children,  one  daughter,  married  to  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  the  source  of  so  many  unhappy  wars. 

Upon  his  death  one  of  the  popes,  Boniface,  who 
was  neither  firmly  settled  in  Rome,  nor  acknowl- 
edged by  half  Europe,  makes  a  successful  use  of  the 
hatred  which  the  conquests  of  John  Galeazo  had 
inspired,  and  possesses  himself,  by  his  intrigues,  of 
Bologna,  Perusia.  Ferrara,  and  of  many  towns  of 
the  ancient  inheritance  of  the  countess  Mathilda, 
which  the  holy  see  had  always  claimed. 
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Wenceslaus,  awaking  from  his  lethargj-,  takes  it 
in  his  head  at  last  to  defend  the  imperial  crown 
against  Robert.  They  mutually  accept  of  the  king 
of  France's  mediation,  whom  the  electors  pray  to 
come  to  pronounce  judgment  between  Wenccslaus 
and  Robert  at  Cologne,  where  both  should  be  pres- 
ent, and  submit  themselves  to  him. 

Very  likely  the  electors  asked  the  king  of  France'* 
judgment  because  they  knew  he  was  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  give  it.  The  return  of  this  malady  hindered 
him  from  governing  his  own  dominions.  Could 
he  then  come  to  decide  between  two  emperors? 

The  deposed  Wenceslaus  has  now  some  hope* 
from  his  brother,  Sigismund,  king  of  Hungary,  who, 
by  a  whimsical  chance,  is  himself  dethroned,  and 
imprisoned  in  his  own  kingdom. 

The  Hungarians  chose  Ladislaus,  king  of  Naples, 
for  their  king,  who  scarcely  arrives  on  the  frontiers 
of  Hungary  before  Naples  revolts,  and  he  returns 
to  extinguish  the  rebellion. 

Let  us  here  draw  a  picture  of  Europe.  One  sees 
her  divided  by  two  popes;  Germany  rent  by  two 
emperors;  the  disagreement  in  Italy  after  Visconti's 
death ;  the  Venetians  possessing  thcnisclvcs  of  one 
part  of  Lombardy;  the  Genoese  of  another;  Pisa 
subject  to  Florence;  horrible  troubles  in  France 
during  the  madness  of  the  king;  civil  wars  in  Eng- 
land; the  best  provinces  in  Spain  overrun  by  the 
Moors;  the  Turks  advancing  towards  Greece,  and 


Annals  of  the  Empire. 

the  empire  of  Consumlinople  diawingf  towardi  a 
conclusion. 

1404  —  Robert,  nevertheless,  purchases  some  little 
territories  surrounding^  his  palatinate;  the  btsbop 
of  Strasburg  sells  his  Osnabriick,  Celle,  and  other 
seigniories.  This  is  almost  all  that  remains  to  bim 
of  the  empire. 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  brother  to  Charles  VI.,  bujrs 
the  duchy  of  Luxemburg  from  Joshua.  marquU  of 
Moravia,  to  whom  VVenceslaus  had  sold  it.  Sigis* 
mund  had  disposed  also  of  his  right  to  the  homage 
of  it.  Thus  the  duchies  of  Luxeniburg  and  Milan 
are.  by  their  new  possessors,  looked  upon  as  detached 
from  the  empire. 

1405  —  The  new  dukes  of  Luxemburg  and  of 
Lorraine  go  to  war  without  the  empire's  siding  with 
either.  Had  things  continued  thus  a  few  years 
longer,  there  had  been  neither  empire  nor  Germanic 
body. 

1406 —  The  marquis  of  Baden  and  the  count  of 
Wiirtemberg  make  with  impunity  a  league  with 
Strasburg  and  the  towns  of  Suabia  against  the 
imperial  authority.  The  purport  of  the  treaty  was 
"  that  in  case  the  emperor  presumed  to  meddle  with 
the  rights  of  any  of  them,  they  should  unitedly  make 
war  upon  him." 

Tlie  Swiss  strengthen  themselves  daily.  The 
electors  ravage  the  dominions  of  the  house  of  Aus- 
tria in  Sundgau  and  in  Alsace. 

1407-8 —  While    the    Imperial    authority    daily 
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declines,  the  schism  of  the  church  continues.  No 
sootier  than  one  anti|>opc  dies,  his  party  sets  up 
another.  These  scandals  would  liavc  made  all  peo- 
ple shake  off  the  yoke  of  Rome  had  they  been  more 
reasonable  and  spirited,  and  had  not  the  princes 
always  had  it  in  their  heads  to  have  a  pope  of  their 
party,  (hat  they  might  have  something  of  the  arms 
of  religion  wherewith  to  oppose  their  enemies.  This 
is  the  real  reason  of  the  many  leagues  thai  have 
been  known  between  the  see  of  Rome  and  many 
kings;  of  so  many  contradictions,  excommunica- 
tions demanded  privately  by  some,  and  despised  by 
others. 

The  diurch  began  already  to  dread  learning,  wit. 
and  the  polite  arts.  They  had  travelled  from  the 
court  of  Robert,  king  of  Naples,  to  Florence,  where 
lliey  had  erected  their  empire,  The  growing  emula- 
tion  of  the  university  began  to  clear  up  some  knotty 
points.  One-half  of  Italy  was  at  enmity  mth  popes. 
Nevertheless,  the  Italians,  more  prudent  than  other 
nations,  never  established  any  sect  against  the 
church.  They  often  made  war  upon  the  Roman 
court,  but  never  on  the  Roman  church.  The  Albi- 
genses  and  the  Vaudois  had  now  begun  to  appear 
near  ttie  frontiers  of  France.  Wycliffe  rose  up  in 
England.  John  Huss.  a  doctor  of  the  new  university 
of  Prague,  and  confessor  to  the  queen  of  Bohemia, 
wife  of  Wenccslaus,  having  read  Wyclifife's  manu- 
scripts, preached  up  his  opinions  at  Prague. 
Rome  did  not  expect  even  the  first  rays  of  crudititHi 
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coming  from  a  country  which  she  had  so  long  nyled 
barbarous.  The  doctrine  of  John  Huss  consisted 
chiefly  of  giving  lo  the  church  certain  rights,  which 
the  holy  see  preten<led  to  reserve  to  herself. 

The  times  are  favorable.  There  has  been,  ever 
since  the  birth  of  schism,  a  succession  of  antipopes 
on  each  side,  and  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  know 
on  which  side  was  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  ecclesiastical  throne  being  thus  split  in  two, 
each  half  is  confused  and  bloody.  The  same  fate 
attends  thirty  episcopal  sees.  A  bishop,  confinned 
by  one  poiw,  disputes  his  cathedral,  sword  in  band, 
with  one  approved  of  by  another. 

At  Liege,  for  example,  there  are  two  bishops  who 
stir  up  a  bloody  war.  John  of  Bavaria,  chosen  by 
a  part  of  the  chapter,  contends  with  one  elected  by 
another  part,  and  as  the  opposed  popes  had  only 
bulls  to  bestow,  John  of  Bavaria  calls  to  his  aid 
John,  duke  of  Burgundy,  with  an  army.  In  fine, 
to  settle  which  shall  have  the  cathedral  of  Liege,  the 
town  is  sacked  and  almost  reduced  to  ashes. 

So  many  evils,  which  in  general  it  is  impossible 
to  remedy  until  they  come  to  extremes,  at  last  pro- 
duce the  Council  of  Pisa,  whither  several  cardiruls 
retiring,  summon  the  rest  of  the  church.  This  coun- 
cil is  afterwards  transferred  to  Constance. 

1409 —  If  there  was  a  possibility  of  extinguishing 
the  schism  which  had  so  long  raged  over  Christian 
Etirope,  in  a  legal  and  canonical  manner,  it  was  by 
the  authority  of  this  council. 
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Two  antipopes,  the  successors  of  two  antipopcs 
l«nd  their  names  to  this  civil  and  sacred  war.  On« 
is  the  fierce  Peter  de  Luna,  the  other  Corrario,  a 
Venetian. 

The  Council  of  Pisa  declares  them  both  unworthy 
o£  the  papal  throne.  Twenty-four  cardinals,  with 
the  consent  of  the  council,  choofte  Philargi,  a  native 
of  Candia,  on  June  17,  1409.  Philargi,  the  lawful 
pope,  dies  in  about  ten  months.  All  the  cardinals 
that  arc  now  in  Rome  unanimously  elect  Balthasar 
Cossa,  who  assumes  the  name  of  John  XXIII.  He 
had  been  broug^ht  up  id  the  church  and  in  arms. 
\ititig  made  a  deacon  from  a  pirate,  he  had  distin- 
guished himself  in  his  progress  on  the  coast  of 
Naples  in  favor  of  Urban.  He  had.  some  time  since, 
purchased,  at  a  very  dear  rate,  a  cardinal's  hat,  and 
a  mistress  named  Catharine,  whom  he  carried  oil 
from  her  husband,  At  the  head  of  a  small  army  he 
recovered  Bologna  from  the  Visconti.  He  was  "a 
soldier  without  morals,  but,  nevertheless,  he  was  a 
pope  canonically  elected. 

The  schism  seems  now  to  be  ended  by  the  laws 
of  the  church,  but  the  politics  of  certain  prince» 
give  it  still  a  being,  if  we  can  call  by  the  name  of 
politics  thai  spirit  of  jealousy,  of  intrigue,  of  rapine. 
of  fear,  and  of  expectation  which  sets  the  world  in  a 
flame. 

A  diet  was  assembled  in  Frankfort,  in  1409,  ai 
which  the  emperor  presides,  and  is  attended  by 
ambassadors  from  the  kings  of  France.  England 
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and  Poland.  And  what  ensues?  The  emperors  sup- 
pori  one  faction  of  antipopes,  and  France  another; 
the  emperor  and  empire  believing  the  right  of 
assembling  councils  to  be  their*.  The  Diet  of  Frank- 
fort treats  the  CottncU  of  Pisa  as  an  unlawful  assem* 
bly.  and  demands  a  regular  council.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  ihc  Council  of  Ksa.  when  they  hnagined 
everything  settled,  had  instead  thereof  left  Europe 
three  popes  for  two. 

The  canonical  pope  was  John  XXIII.,  chosen 
solemnly  at  Rome.  The  two  others  were  Corrario 
and  Peter  de  Luna.  Corrario  wandered  about  from 
town  to  town.  Peter  de  Luna  was.  by  order  of  the 
court  of  France,  shut  up  in  Avignon,  where,  without 
acknowledging  hJm,  they  kept  this  phantom  to  pro- 
duce on  occasion  in  opposition  to  others  in  the  same 
business. 

I410 —  While  Europe  is  thus  disturbed  by  popes, 
a  bloody  war  breaks  out  between  Poland  and  the 
Teutonic  knights-masters  of  I^issia.  about  some 
boats  laden  with  com.  These  knights,  instituted  at 
first  to  serve  the  Germans  in  their  hospitals,  were 
at  length  become  a  militia  something  like  the  Mame- 
lukes. 

The  knights  are  defeated.  They  lose  Thorn,  Elh- 
ing,  and  many  other  towns,  which  remain  in  the 
hands  of  Poland. 

The  emperor  Robert  dies  May  lo,  at  Oppenheini. 
Wcnceslaus  still  calls  himself  emperor,  without  per- 
forming any  of  the  imperial  functions. 
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JOSHUA. 

THIRTY -SEVENTH  EUPEROR. 

1410 —  Wenccslaus  was  no  more  emperor,  except 
in  Prague  among  his  domestics.  Sigismund,  his 
brother,  claims  the  empire.  Joshua,  margrave  of 
Brandenburg  and  Moravia,  his  cousin,  abo  demands 
it.  Jo&hua  not  only  disputes  the  empire  with  his 
cousin,  but  Brandenburg  also. 

The  elector  palatine  Louis,  eldest  son  to  the  last 
emperor  Robcn,  the  archbishop  of  Trier,  and  the 
ambassadors  of  Sigismund.  name  Sigismund  em- 
peror at  Frankfort- 

Mentz,  Cologne,  the  Saxon  ambassador,  and  a 
deputy  from  Brandenburg  in  favor  of  Joshua,  elect 
Joshua  in  the  same  town. 

WcncesJaus  at  Prague  protests  against  these  two 
elections.  Germany  has  now  three  emperors,  as  well 
as  the  church  three  popes,  without  cither  in  reality 
having  one. 
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SIGISMUND. 

KING  OF  80BEU1A  AtfD  OF  HUNGARY,  HABCRAVE  OF 
BRANDENBURG. 

141 1  —  By  the  death  of  Joshua  three  months  after 
hi«  election,  Germany  is  delivered  from  a  civil  war, 
which  he  would  not  have  been  able  by  himself  to 
support,  but  which  would  have  been  carried  on  in 
hU  name. 
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Sigismund  is  emperor  both  nominally  and  effectu- 
ally. This  election  is  con&micd  b>  all  ihc  electors 
on  July  31, 

The  town*  at  that  time  had  no  bishops  but  by  the 
decision  of  battle,  for  in  the  canvassing  elections. 
John  XXIII.  approved  one  bishop,  and  Corrario 
another,  produced  a  civil  war,  which  happened  at 
Cologne  as  well  as  at  Liige.  The  archbishop  Theo- 
doric,  of  the  house  of  Mccurs,  docs  not  take  posses- 
sion of  his  MC  till  he  liad  defeated  his  competitor, 
who  was  of  the  house  of  Berg,  in  a  bloody  battle. 

The  Teutonic  knights  take  up  arms  against 
Poland.  They  arc  so  formidable,  that  Sigismund 
leagues  privately  with  Poland  against  them.  Poland 
at  length  cedes  Prussia  to  the  knights,  and  the  grand 
master  becomes  insensibly  a  considerable  sovereig;n. 

1413 — The  great  schism  of  the  West  is  in  some 
measure  an  embarrassment  to  Sigismund.  He  sees 
himself  king  of  Hungary,  margrave  of  Branden- 
burg;, and  emperor;  titles  he  would  willingly  con- 
finn  to  his  posterity.  The  Venetians,  having 
aggfrandized  themselves  much,  had,  in  the  time  of 
a  crusade,  conquered  part  of  Dalmatia.  tic  defeats 
them  at  Frial  and  joins  that  part  of  Dalmatia  to 
Hungary. 

■t>n  the  other  hand  Ladislaiis.  or  Lancelot,  that 
Kmgof  Hungary  whom  he  had  expelled,  makes  him- 
self master  of  Rome,  and  of  all  the  country  to  Flor- 
ence, Pope  John  XXin.  had  at  first,  like  his  pre- 
decessors, called  him  in  to  his  defense,  and  by  that 
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iDcans  ^ven  himself  a  dangerous  master,  fearing 
be  should  have  found  one  in  Sigismund.  This 
forced  step  of  John  soon  cost  him  the  pontifical  chair. 

1413  — John  XXni..  to  exliqiate  schism  and 
'confirm  liis  own  election,  transfers  tlie  remainder 
of  the  Council  of  Pisa  to  Rome,  where  he  ought  to 
have  had  more  strength.  The  emperor  convokes  a 
council  ai  Constance  to  destroy  the  pope.  One  sees 
few  Italian  popes  (hat  are  easily  duped.  This  one 
was  entirely  duped,  bath  by  Sipismund  and  the  king 
of  Naples.  Ladislaus.  or  Lancelot.  This  prince, 
now  master  of  Rome,  became  his  enemy,  and  the 
emperor  still  more  so.  The  emperor  writes  to  the 
antipopes,  to  Peter  de  Luna,  now  at  Aragon,  and 
to  Corrario,  who  had  taken  refuge  at  Rimini ;  but 
both  these  fugitive  popes  protest  against  the  Council 
of  Constance, 

Lancelot  dies.  The  pope,  delivered  from  one  of  his 
masters,  ought  not  to  have  put  himself  into  the 
hands  of  another.  He  goes  to  Constance,  hoping  the 
protection  of  Frederick,  duke  of  Austria,  inheritor  of 
the  Austrian  hatred  to  the  house  of  Luxemburg. 
This  prince  in  his  turn,  protected  by  the  pope, 
accepts  of  him,  in  partibus,  the  title  of  General  of 
the  Troops  of  the  Church,  and  with  it  a  pension  of 
six  thousand  golden  florins,  as  vain  as  his  commis- 
sion. The  pope  unites  himself  also  to  the  marquia 
of  Baden,  and  some  other  princes.  At  last  be  enten 
Constance,  October  38,  attended  by  nine  cardinals. 
in  great  state. 
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In  the  meantime  Sigismund  is  crowned  at  Aix-la- 
Chapcllc.  and  all  (he  electors  assist  at  the  imperial 
feast  in  their  proper  sutions. 

1414 —  Sigi&mund  arrives  at  Constance  on  Chritt- 
mas  dav,  the  duke  of  Saxony  carrying  the  sword  of 
the  empire  naked  hefore  him,  The  burgrave  of 
Nuremberg,  whom  he  had  made  governor  of  Brmn* 
deaburg,  bearing  the  sceptre.  The  golden  globe  was 
borne  by  his  stcp-fath«r,  the  count  of  Cilli,  this  itot 
being  an  electoral  ofHcc.  The  pope  attended  at 
church,  where  the  emperor  assists  at  mass  in  quality 
of  deacon.  He  reads  the  gospel,  but  no  feet  are 
Icissed.  no  stirrup  is  held,  nor  is  there  a  horse  led  b/ 
the  bridle.  The  |}ope  presents  him  with  a  sword. 
There  were  three  thrones  erected ;  one  for  the 
emperor,  one  for  the  pope  and  one  for  the  empress, 
the  emperor  Iwing  in  the  middle. 

1415  —  John  XXIII.  promises  to  resign  the  papal 
chair  in  case  the  antipopcs  should  also  quit  theirs, 
and  provided,  "  that  his  resignation  every  way 
appeared  to  contribute  to  the  utility  and  welfare  of 
the  church."  This  last  clause  mined  him.  He  was 
either  forced  to  this  declaration,  or  the  business  of 
a  pirate  had  spoiled  htm  for  a  pope.  Sigismund 
kissed  John's  feet  as  soon  as  John  had  read  him  the 
particular  form.    And  this  lost  him  the  papacy. 

Sigismund  is  easily  master  of  the  council  by  sur- 
rounding it  with  soldiers.  Here  he  appeared  in  all 
his  glory.  There  wcr«  present  the  electors  of  Sax- 
ony, of  Mcntz,  and  the  elector  palatine;   the  gov- 
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cmor  of  Brandenburg ;  the  dukes  of  Bavaria,  Aus* 
tria,  and  Silesia;  one  hundred  and  eight  counts; 
two  hundred  barons,  who  at  this  time  were  some- 
thing, and  twenty-seven  ambasisadors,  who  there 
represented  their  sovereigns.  They  vied  in  luxury, 
and  nug:nificence,  as  may  be  easily  inferred  by  the 
number  of  jewellers,  being  6ve  hundred,  who  caine 
at  this  time  to  Constance.  I'licre  were  also  reckoned 
five  hundred  musicians,  and,  what  the  customs  of 
these  times  make  very  credible,  there  were  seven 
hundred  and  eighteen  courtesans  protected  by  the 
magistrate  of  the  town. 

The  pope  is  obliged  to  fly  in  the  disgTitse  of  a  pos- 
tilion to  the  territories  of  John  of  Austria,  count 
of  Tyrol.  This  prince  is  forced  to  deliver  up  the 
pope,  and  to  ask  the  emperor's  pardon  on  his  knees. 

Whilst  the  pope  is  prisoner  in  a  castle  belonging 
to  his  protector,  the  duke  of  Austria,  they  prepare 
his  process.  He  is  accused  of  every  crime,  deposed 
on  May  29,  and  the  cotmcil,  by  the  sentence,  reserves 
to  itself  the  right  of  punishing  him. 

July  6,  of  the  same  >'ear,  1415.  John  Huss,  con- 
fessor to  the  queen  of  Bohemia,  and  doctor  in  divin- 
ity, is  burned  alive  by  sentence  of  the  fathers  of  the 
coancil,  notwithstanding  a  very  formal  protection 
that  Sigismund  liad  granted  htm.  The  emperor 
delivers  him  into  the  hands  of  the  elector  palatine, 
who  gives  him  up  to  execution,  he  continuing  to 
praise  God  till  his  life  was  stifled  by  the  flames. 

These  are  the  principal  propositions  for  which  he 
Vol.  j»-6 
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was  condemned  to  this  borrid  punishmem :  "  That 
there  is  but  one  CalhoUc  church,  which  contains  in 
her  bosom  all  the  chosen."  "  That  temporal  lords 
ought  to  obhge  priests  to  observe  the  law,  and  that 
a  pope  is  not  the  vicar  of  Jesus  Christ" 

"  Do  you  believe  the  universal  a  parte  reif  says 
a  cardinal  to  him.  "  I  believe  the  universal  o  part€ 
mentis,"  answered  John  Huss.  "  You  don't  believe 
in  the  real  presence,  then !  "  cried  the  cardinal.  It  ts 
manifest  that  they  intended  to  bum  John,  and  they 
did  it. 

1416 —  Sigismund,  after  the  condemnation  o£  the 
pope  and  of  John  Huss,  taken  up  with  the  glory  of 
extirpating  schism,  prevails  on  the  kings  of  Cas- 
tile, of  Aragon,  and  Navarre,  at  Narbonne,  to 
renounce  their  obedience  to  Peter  dc  Luna. 

He  goes  thence  to  Chambery.  in  order  to  erect 
Savoy  into  a  duchy,  and  gives  the  investiture  of  it 
to  Amadeus  VIII. 

He  goes  to  Paris,  sits  in  the  king's  place,  in  the 
parliament,  where  he  makes  a  knight.  It  is  said  that 
this  was  too  much  and  that  the  parliament  was 
blamed  for  having  allowed  it.  Why  so?  If  the 
king  had  given  him  his  place  he  ought  also  to 
approve  of  his  conferring  an  honor  which  was  barely 
titular. 

He  goes  from  Paris  to  London.  He  is  received 
at  the  landing  by  the  nobility,  who  advance  in  the 
water  sword  in  hand  to  meet  him.  to  do  him  honor, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  admonish  him  that  he  was 
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not  to  act  as  master.  This  is  an  acknowledgment 
o£  the  right  which  he  has,  in  the  opinion  of  some 
licople,  to  the  preat  name  of  Cv sar. 

He  said  that  he  came  to  London  to  negotiate  a 
peace  between  France  and  England.  It  was  in  those 
most  unhappy  times  of  the  French  nionardiy  that  the 
EngUsh  king,  Henry  V.,  insisted  upon  France  by 
conquest  and  inheritance. 

The  emperor,  instead  of  making  peace,  joins  Eng- 
land against  unhappy  France.  He  has  some  advan- 
tage in  Hungary.  Tlic  Turks,  who  had  ravaged  the 
empire  of  the  Caliphs  and  threatened  Constantinople, 
overran  the  earth  even  from  India  to  Greece.  They 
laid  waste  Hungary  and  Austria,  but  as  yet  these 
were  but  the  incursions  of  a  band  of  robbers.  Troops 
are  sent  against  them,  and  they  retreat 

Whilst  Sigismund  is  on  his  voyage,  the  council, 
after  having  burned  John  Huss,  search  out  another 
victim  in  the  person  of  Jerome  of  Prague.  Jerome 
of  Prague,  a  disciple  of  John  Huss,  tvas  greatly  his 
superior  in  wit  and  eloquence.  He  had  at  first  sub- 
scribed to  the  condemnation  of  his  master,  but  was 
afterwards  ashamed  of  it.  He  looked  upon  this 
recantation  as  his  only  crime,  and  submittetl  to  death 
with  the  same  intrepidity  on  June  I,  1416.  Poggio, 
the  Florentine,  secretary  to  John  XXIIf.,  and  one 
of  the  restorers  of  letters,  who  was  present  at  the 
trial  and  punishment  of  Jerome,  says  that  he  spoke 
with  the  eloquence  of  Socrates,  and  braved  the 
flames  as  Socrates  drank  hemlock. 
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Socrates,  indeed,  and  these  two  Bohemians,  were 
condemned  because  tfacy  were  hated  by  the  sophists 
of  their  respective  times.  But  what  a  difference 
between  the  manners  of  the  Athenians  and  those  of 
the  Christians  of  the  fifteenth  century  1  between  the 
mild  death  of  Socrates  and  the  dreadful  punishment 
of  Are,  into  which  priests  are  cast  by  priests  I 

The  popes,  having  pretended  to  judge  of  princes, 
and  to  depose  Uiem  when  they  could,  the  council, 
without  a  pope,  imagined  ihoy  had  the  same  rig^its. 
Frederick  of  Austria,  having  taken  some  towns  tiear 
Tyrol,  which  the  bishop  of  Trent,  whom  he  kept 
prisoner,  reclaimed,  the  council  order  him  to  give  up 
the  bishop  and  the  towns  under  penalty  of  being 
deprived,  not  only  himself,  but  his  children  and 
grandchildren,  of  all  the  licfs  of  the  dmrch  and  of 
the  empire.  This  Frederick  of  Austria,  sovereign  of 
Tyrol,  flies  from  Constance.  His  brother  Ernest 
seizes  on  Tyrol,  and  the  emperor  puts  Frederick 
under  the  imperial  ban.  Matters  are  made  up  about 
the  end  of  the  year.  Trcdcrick  is  reinstated  in 
Tyrol,  and  his  brotlicr  Ernest  keeps  in  Styria,  which 
was  his  portion ;  but  the  Swiss,  *.vho  had  seized  some 
towns  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Austria,  refused  to 
give  them  up,  and  strengthened  their  league. 

1417  —  The  emperor  returns  to  Constance,  where, 
with  great  pomp,  he  gives  the  investiture  of  Mentx, 
Saxony,  Pomerania,  and  other  principalities,  an 
investiture  which  must  be  taken  at  every  change  of 
an  emperor  or  of  a  vassal. 
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He  stlls  hi*  electoralt  of  Brandcnburt  to  Fred- 
erick of  Hohentollern.  burgrave  of  Nuremberg,  for 
four  hundred  thousand  golden  florins,  which  the 
burgrave  had  amassed,  and  which  in  those  times 
was  a  very  cxinsiderabte  sum.  Some  authors  sav  it 
was  only  one  hundred  thousand,  and  are  the  ntore 
credible. 

Sigismund,  by  contract,  reserves  to  httn»elf  the 
right  of  repurchasing  Brandenburg  for  the  same 
sum,  in  case  he  should  have  children. 

In  the  sentence  pronounced  by  the  council  in  the 
presence  of  the  emperor  against  Pope  Peter  dc  Luna, 
he  is  declared  perjured,  a  disturber  of  the  public 
peace,  a  heretic,  forsaken  of  God,  and  obstinate. 
Tht  title  of  obstinate  was  the  only  one  that  he  truly 
merited  among  them. 

The  emperor  proposes  to  the  council  to  reform 
the  church  before  they  create  a  pope.  Many  prelates 
exclaim  against  him  as  a  heretic,  and  they  make  a 
pope  witliout  reforming  the  church. 

Twenty-three  cardinals  and  tliirty-three  prelates 
of  the  council,  deputies  of  different  nations,  assem- 
ble in  a  conclave,  This  is  the  only  example  we  have 
of  other  prelates,  besides  cardinals,  having  a  right 
to  vote  since  the  sacred  college  had  reserved  to  itself 
the  election  of  popes;  for  Gregory  III.  was  chosen 
by  the  voice  of  the  people. 

On  November  it.  Otho  of  Cotonna  is  chosen,  who 
changes  that  great  name  to  Martin.  The  consecra- 
tion of  this  pope  was  aliovc  all  others  august.    The 
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reins  of  his  horse,  us  he  went  to  church,  was  held  hy 
the  emperor  and  the  elector  of  DraiMkD'burg.  He 
was  followed  by  one  hundred  princes,  the  ambassa- 
dors of  all  the  kings,  and  by  the  entire  council. 

1418  —  In  the  midst  of  this  great  provision  of  the 
council,  and  such  apparent  pains  to  restore  peace  to 
the  church,  and  the  empire  to  its  dignity,  how  was 
Sigismund  principally  employed?  In  amassing 
money. 

Not  content  with  having  sold  his  electorate  of 
Brandcnlmrg,  he  hastened,  during  the  holding:  of  the 
council,  to  sell,  for  his  own  use.  some  towns  that 
had  been  confiscated,  to  Frederick  of  Austria.  The 
agreement  made,  restitution  ought  to  have  ensued; 
the  delay  of  which,  and  his  continual  want  of  money, 
tarnished  his  glory. 

The  new  pope,  Martin  V..  declares  Sigisnund 
king  of  the  Romans,  by  supplying  the  defects  of 
formality  which  arc  found  in  his  election  of  Frank- 
fort. 

The  pope  having  promised  to  labor  for  the  refor- 
mation of  the  church,  publishes  some  constitutions 
respecting  the  revenues  of  the  apostolical  chamber, 
and  the  habits  of  the  clergy. 

He  grants  to  the  emperor  a  tenth  of  the  ecclesias- 
tical income  in  Germany,  during  one  year,  to  indem- 
nify him  for  the  expenses  of  council,  and  Germany 
murmurs  at  it. 

The  troubles  arc  appeased  this  year  in  Holland, 
Brabant,  and  I-Iainault.     All  that  is  important  for 
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itstory  to  remark  is  (hat  Sigismund  acknowledges 
the  province  of  Hainault  not  to  be  held  o£  the  em- 
pire. Another  emperor  may  afterwards  admit  the 
contrary.  Mainault  another  time  was,  as  has  been 
seen,  held  for  a  little  while  of  the  bishop  of  Liege. 

As  feudal  right  is  not  a  natural  right,  it  being  no 
more  than  pretension  to  land  cultivated  by  another, 
but  not  the  possession  of  a  land  which  we  cultivate 
ourselves,  it  has  been  the  subject  of  a  thousand  un- 
determined disputes. 

1419  —  Very  great  troubles  kindle  in  Bohemia. 
The  ashes  of  John  Huss  and  Jerome  of  Prague 
excite  commotions. 

The  partisans  of  these  two  unfortunate  men  en- 
deavored to  maintain  therr  doctrine  and  avenge 
their  death.  The  celebrated  John  Ziska  puts  him- 
self at  the  head  of  the  Hussites,  and  endeavors  to 
make  use  of  the  opportunity  given  him.  by  tbe  weak- 
ness of  Wenceslaus.thc  fanaticism  of  the  Bohemians, 
and  the  growing  hatred  of  the  people  to  the  clergy, 
in-order  to  form  a  powerful  party,  and  establish 
himself  a  government. 

Wenceslaus  dies  in  Bohemia  almost  forgotten. 
Sigismund  has  the  empire  now  entirely  to  himself. 
He  is  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  lord  para* 
mount  of  Silesia.  Had  he  not  disposed  of  his  elec- 
torate of  Brandenburg  he  might  have  founded  the 
most  powerful  hoiisc  in  Germany. 

1420 — It  is  against  this  puissant  emperor,  that 
John  Ziska  rises,  who  makes  war  on  him  in  his 
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hereditary  dominions.  The  monks  were  oftenest 
victims  in  this  war,  and  with  Ihcir  blood  paSd  the 
cruehy  of  tlie  fathers  of  Constance- 
John  Ziska  inflames  all  Bohemia.  There  were 
at  this  time  sreal  troubles  in  Denmark,  on  account 
of  the  duchy  of  Schleswig.  King  Eric  seizes  this 
duchy ;  but  the  wars  of  the  Hussites  are  much  raorc 
important,  and  more  nearly  concern  the  empire. 

Sigismund  besieges  Prague,  John  Zislca  puts  him 
to  the  rout,  and  obliges  him  to  rai»e  the  siege.  A 
priest  marches  with  him  at  the  head  of  the  Hussites, 
who  bears  a  chalice  in  his  hand,  as  a  mark  of  acting 
in  a  double  capacity. 

A  month  after.  John  Ziska  beats  the  emperor 
again.  This  war  continued  sixteen  years;  had  not 
the  emperor  violated  his  own  protection,  so  many 
misfortunes  would  never  have  happened. 

1421 — There  had  been  now  for  many  years  no 
crusades  but  against  Christians.  Martin  V.  caused 
the  Hussites  to  be  preached  against  in  Germany, 
instead  of  granting  the  communion  with  wine. 

A  bishop  of  Trier  marched  at  the  head  of  an 
army  of  holy  men  against  John  Ziska,  who  having 
with  him  little  more  than  two  hundred  men,  cttts 
them  in  pieces.  TTie  emperor  marches  again  towards 
Prj^ue.  and  is  again  beaten. 

1422  —  Coribut,  prince  of  Lithuania,  joins  Ziska. 
in  hope  of  becoming  king  of  Bohemia.  Ziska,  who 
really  merited  to  be  so,  threatens  to  leave  Prague, 

The  word  Ziska  signifies  Blind  in  the  Slavonian 
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tongue,  and  thus  they  cail«t  the  warrior,  as  Horatius 
had  formerly  been  named  Codes.  He  really  merited 
the  tide  of  blind,  having  lost  both  his  eyes :  and  this 
John  the  Blind  was  quite  a  different  sort  of  man 
from  the  other  John  the  Blind,  who  was  father  to 
Sigismund.  He  believed  there  was  a  possibility  oi 
bis  reigning,  notwithstanding  that  he  had  lost  his 
eyes,  while  he  could  conquer  and  be  head  of  a  party. 

1433  —  The  emperor,  driven  out  of  Bohemia  by 
the  avengers  of  John  Huss.  had  recourse  to  his  old 
stratagem  of  selling  provinces.  He  sold  Moravia  to 
Albert,  duke  of  Austria  :  this  was  disposing  of  what 
the  Hussites  possessed.  Procopius  the  Shaven, 
bccaase  he  was  a  priest,  a  very  great  warrior,  be- 
coming the  eye  and  the  arm  of  John  Ziska,  defends 
Moravia  against  the  Austrians. 

1424  —  Ziska  the  Blind  supi>orts  himself  not  only 
against  the  emperor,  but  against  Coribut,  who,  from 
his  defender,  has  become  his  rival.  He  routa  Cori- 
but, after  having  defeated  the  emperor. 

Sigismund  might  nevertheless  have  pro6ted  by 
this  civil  war  amongst  his  enemies,  but  he  is  engaged 
at  the  same  time  at  a  wedding.  He  assists  at  the 
nuptials  of  a  king  of  Poland  at  Presburg.  with  great 
state,  while  Ziska  drives  out  his  rival  Coribut.  and 
enters  Prague  in  triumph. 

Ziska  dies  in  the  army,  of  a  contagious  disorder. 
Nothing  is  better  known  than  the  disposal  he  is  pre- 
tended to  have  made  of  his  body  on  his  death-bed. 
"  Let  me  be  left,"  says  he,  "  in  the  open  6eld.    I  had 
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ntber  be  eaten  by  birds  than  by  worms.  Let  a 
dnim  be  made  of  my  skin.  The  very  sound  of  it  will 
put  our  enemies  to  flight.'' 

His  party  docs  not  die  with  him.  It  has  been 
formed  by  Fanaticism,  and  not  by  Ziska.  Procopius, 
the  Shaven,  succeeds  to  his  government  and  repu- 
tation. 

1425-26  —  Bohemia  is  divided  into  many  factionj, 
but  all  unite  against  the  emperors,  who  cannot  repair 
the  ruins  of  this  country.  Coribut  returns  and  is 
declared  king.  Procopius  makes  war  at  the  same 
time  with  the  usurper  and  with  Sigismund. 

In  Bnc,  the  empire  furnishes  an  army  of  a  hun- 
dred thousand  men  to  the  emperor,  and  this  army  is 
entirely  defeated.  They  say  that  the  soldiers  of  Pro- 
copius, who  were  called  Taborites,  used  two-edged 
axes  in  this  battle,  and  that  by  this  novelty  they 
gained  the  victory. 

1427 — While  the  emperor  Sigismund  is  driven 
out  of  Bohemia,  and  the  embers  of  John  Huss 
set  this  country,  Moravia  and  Austria,  in  a  flame,  the 
wars  between  the  king:  of  Denmark  and  Holstcin 
continue.  Liibcck,  Hamburg, Wismar, and Stralsund, 
declare  against  him.  And  what  was  the  authority 
of  the  emperor  Sigismund?  He  sides  with  Den- 
mark, he  writes  to  the  towns  to  induce  them  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  they  pay  no  attention  to  him. 
He  seems  to  have  lost  his  credit,  not  only  as  king  of 
Bohemia,  but  also  as  an  emperor. 

He  marches  once  more  an  army  into  his  own 
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country,  and  this  army  is  ngain  beaten  by  Procopiua. 
Coribut,  who  calls  himself  king  of  Bohemia,  is  put 
ioto  a  convent  by  his  own  party,  and  Uie  emperor 
has  no  longer  any  friends  in  Bohemia. 

1428  —  It  is  plain  that  Si^smund  was  badly  sue* 
cored  by  the  empire,  and  that  he  could  not  raise  men 
in  Hungary.  He  was  burdened  with  titles  and  mis- 
fortimes.  At  length  he  opens  3  conference  at  Pres- 
burg,  to  make  a  peace  with  his  subjects.  The  party 
named  the  Orphans,  who  were  the  most  powerful 
at  Prague,  will  listen  to  no  accommodation,  but 
answer  that  a  fret;  people  have  no  business  with  a 
king. 

142^30  —  Procopius  the  Shaven,  at  the  bead  of 
an  army  of  his  brethren,  not  unlike  that  which  Crom- 
well afterwards  formed,  followed  by  the  Orphans, 
the  Taborites,  and  the  priests,  who  carried  the  chal- 
ice, continued  to  beat  the  iniperiali&ls.  Meissen,  Lu&a- 
tia,  Sitcsia,  Moravia,  Austria,  and  Brandenburg, 
are  laid  waste.  A  great  revolution  was  now  to  be 
feared.  Procopius  makes  use  of  his  baggage  by 
way  of  intrcnchmcnt  against  the  German  cavalry, 
with  success.  These  intrenchments  were  called 
Tabors :  he  goes  on  with  these  Tabors,  and  pene- 
trates to  the  confines  of  Franconia.  The  princes  of 
the  empire,  involved  in  wars  among  themselves, 
could  not  oppose  these  irruptions.  What  has  the 
emperor  then  to  do?  He  had  not  known  what  it  was 
to  hold  a  council,  and  admit  the  burning  of  a  couple 
of  priests. 


93 


Aniuls  of  the  Empire. 


During  these  troubles  Atmiratb  IL  ravages  Has- 
gary.  The  entprror  entlea\'ors  to  engage  to  his 
assistance  the  dulce  of  Lithuania,  and  to  create  htm 
king:  but  he  cannot  come  to  the  cpot;  the  Poles 
prevent  hint. 

1431  —  He  again  sues  to  the  Hussites  for  peace; ' 
which  he  cannot  ct>iain.  and  his  troops  are  again' 
twice  beaten.  The  elector  of  Brandenbui^  and  the 
cardinal  Julian,  the  pope's  legate,  are  a  second  time 
<Sefeated  at  Kisemberg.  and  thai  in  so  coniplete  a 
tnaimer  that  Frocopiiis  appears  to  be  master  of  the 
intimidated  empire. 

At  length  the  Hungarians,  whom  Amurath  II. 
had  left  to  breathe,  march  against  the  conqueror, 
and  save  Germany,  which  had  otherwise  been  laid 
waste. 

The  Hussites  repulsed  at  one  place,  are  formidable 
in  all  others.  The  cardinal  Julian,  not  being  able  to 
carry  on  the  war.  calls  a  council  and  proposes  admit- 
ting the  Hussite  priests.  The  council  opens  at  Basel 
May  23 

1432 — The  fathers  give  passports  for  two  hun- 
dred people  to  the  Hussites. 

This  Council  at  Basel,  under  Eugenius  IV.,  was 
no  other  than  a  prolongation  of  several  others,  sum- 
moned at  different  times  by  Martin  V.,  to  meet  at 
Pavia  and  Sienna.  The  fathers  began  with  declar- 
ing that  the  pope  had  no  rigitt  either  to  dissolve  thdr 
assembly  or  transfer  it ;  and  that  he  ought  to  stib* 
mit  to  them,  on  pain  of  punishment.    The  councils 
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regarded  themselves  as  general  states  of  Europe, 
judges  of  popes  and  kings.  They  had  dethroned 
John  XXIII.  at  Constance,  and  they  intend  the  same 
oomptiment  for  Eugenius  IV.  at  Bas«1. 

Eugenius.  who  believed  himself  above  the  council, 
dissolves  it,  but  in  vain.  He  finds  himself  cited  to 
appear  there,  rather  than  to  preside ;  and  Sigismund 
takes  that  opj>ortunity  to  get  himself  crowned  in 
Lombardy,  and  afterwards,  thou^  to  no  purpOK, 
at  Rome. 

He  finds  Italy  powerful  and  divided.  Philip  Via- 
conti  reigns  over  the  Milanese,  and  over  Genoa,  the 
unfortunate  rival  of  Venice,  which  has  lost  her  lib- 
erty, and  now  only  fought  for  masters.  The  duke 
of  Milan  and  the  Venetians  dispute  about  Verona, 
and  other  frontiers.  The  Florentines  side  with  the 
Venetians.  Lucca  and  Sienna  declare  for  the  duke 
of  Milan.  Sigismund  is  too  happy  in  being  protected 
by  this  duke,  in  his  journey  to  Rome,  to  receive  the 
vain  crown  of  emperor.  He  then  takes  part  with  the 
council  against  the  pope,  as  he  had  done  before  at 
Constance.  The  fathers  proclaim  his  holiness  a  con- 
temner  of  the  court,  and  give  liim  sixty  days  for  his 
appearance,  after  which  they  depose  him. 

The  fathers  of  Basel  resolved  lo  imitate  thoM 
of  Constance.  But  their  examples  deceived  them. 
Eugenius  was  powerful  at  Rome,  and  the  times 
were  no  longer  the  same. 

1433  —  The  deputies  of  Bohemia  are  admitted  to 
the  council.    John  Huss  and  Jerome  of  Prague  were 
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bumcd  at  Constance;  their  followers  die  resi 
at  Basel,  where  their  voices  arc  admitted.  The  Hua- 
site  priests  who  come  hither,  march  only  in  the  train 
of  Procopius  ihe  Shaven,  who  approaches  with  three 
hundred  armed  gentlemen  :  and  the  fathers  cry  oat: 
"  This  is  the  conqueror  of  the  Church  and  of  the 
empire.''  The  council  allow  them  the  cup  at  their 
communion,  and  they  dispute  about  the  rest.  The 
emperor  arrives  at  Basel,  where  lie  with  great  calm- 
ness sees  his  conqueror,  and  is  taken  up  with  a  proc- 
ess against  the  pope. 

While  lliey  argue  at  Basel,  the  Hussites  of  Bobe- 
mia.  joining  the  Polanders,  attack  the  Teutonic 
kniglits,  and  each  party  believes  itself  engaged  in  a 
holy  war.  Every  ravage  is  renewed ;  the  Hussites 
make  war  among  themselves. 

Procopius  quiis  the  council  he  had  intimidated, 
to  go  against  the  opposite  party  in  Bohemia,  and  to 
be  beaten.  He  is  killed  in  a  battle  near  Prague.  The 
victorious  faction  do  what  the  emperor  had  never 
dared  to  have  done.  They  condemn  a  great  number 
of  prisoners  to  the  stake.  These  heretics  so  long 
armed,  to  avenge  tJieir  deceased  apostle,  now  cast 
each  into  the  flatncs. 

1434  —  H  the  princes  of  the  empire  left  their  ehief 
in  a  time  when  he  could  not  revenge  himself,  they 
never  neglected  the  public  good.  Louis  of  Bavaria, 
duke  of  Ingotstadt,  having  tyrannized  over  his  vas- 
sals, being  detested  by  his  neighbors,  and  not  suffi- 
ciently powerful  to  defend  himself*  is  put  tuidcr  the 


Sigismund. 


95 


ban  of  the  empire,  and  is  favored  by  giving  some 
money  to  Sigismund. 

The  emperor  was,  at  that  time,  so  poor  tliai  be 
gave  up  things  of  the  greatest  consequence  for  the 
most  trifling  sums. 

The  last  electoral  branch  of  Saxony,  of  the  ancient 
house  of  Ascania,  dies,  without  leaving  any  children. 
Many  relatives  lay  claim  to  Saxony.  And  to  obtain 
Uiis  duchy,  it  costs  the  marquis  of  Meissen,  Fred' 
erick  the  Warlike,  a  hundred  thousand  florins. 

1435  —  The  emperor  retires  to  Hungary,  to  nego- 
tiate with  his  subjects  at  Bohemia.  The  states  pre- 
scribe the  conditions  according  to  which  they  choose 
to  be  reconciled,  and  stipulate,  among  other  things, 
that  he  shall  not  alter  their  coin  any  more.  This  is  a 
clause  to  his  shame;  but  a  shame  common  to  the 
princes  of  those  times.  The  people  submit  to  their 
sovereign,  neither  to  be  tyrannized  over  nor  fleeced. 

At  last,  the  emperor  having  accepted  the  condi- 
tions, the  Bohemians  submit  themselves  to  him  and 
to  the  church.  Here  is  a  true  contract  between  the 
king  and  his  people. 

1436-37  —  Sigismund  re-enters  Prague,  and  re- 
ceives homage  again;  as  newly  holding  his  crown 
from  the  choice  of  the  nation.  After  having  appeased 
other  troubles,  he  causes  duke  Albert  of  Austria, 
his  kinsman,  to  be  acknowledged  in  Bohemia  as  heir 
of  the  kingdom.  This  is  the  last  event  of  his  life, 
which  happened  in  December,  1437. 
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ALBERT  a.  OF  AUSTRIA. 

THIRTV-BlGHTn    EyPEROK. 

1438  —  It  then  begun  to  appear  that  the  bouse  of 
Austria  would  become  the  most  powcrml  in  Europe. 
Albert  II.,  kinsman  of  Sigismuod,  sees  himself  king 
of  Bohemia  and  Hungary,  duke  of  Austria,  sover- 
eign of  several  other  territories,  and  emperor.  He 
was  kins' of  Hungar>-  and  Bohemia  by  electkm;  bat 
when  the  father  and  grandfather  have  been  once 
elected,  it  is  easy  for  tlKir  descendants  to  set  them- 
selves up  a  hereditary  right. 

The  party  of  the  Hussites,  who  were  called  Catix- 
tins,  chose  for  king  Cassimir,  brother  to  the  king 
of  Poland,  and  he  must  fight.  The  emperor,  com- 
manded by  Albert  the  Achiltcs,  then  burgravc  of 
Nuremberg,  and  afterwards  elector  of  Brandenburg, 
secures  the  Bohemian  crown  to  Albert  II..  duke  of 
Austria,  T>y  repeated  victories. 

In  the  girat  Diet  of  Nuremberg,  the  ancient  tribu* 
nal  of  the  Austrigues  is  reformed.  This  was  a 
remedy  found  out,  as  has  been  seen,  to  prevent  the 
effusion  of  blood  in  the  quarrels  of  the  lords  of  the 
empire.  The  offended  were  to  name  three  princes 
as  arbitrators,  who  ought  to  be  approved  of  by  the 
states  of  the  empire,  and  give  judgment  within  a 
year 

Germany  is  divided  into  four  parts,  called  circles, 
Bavaria,  the  Rliine,  Suabia,  and  Westphalia.  The 
electoral  territories  are  not  coaqirised  within  these 
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lour  circles.  Each  elector,  from  liis  own  dignity, 
governs  his  teiritories  without  subjecting  them  to 
this  regulation.  Each  circle  has  a  ditke  or  general, 
and  each  member  of  the  circle  is  taxed  to  a  certain 
degree,  either  in  men  or  money,  for  the  public  se- 
curity. 

In  this  diet  they  abolish  an  old  law  which  still 
subsisted  in  several  parts  of  Westphalia,  and  being 
contradictory  to  all  law.  was  unworthy  the  name  of 
one.  It  was  called  the  Secret  of  Judgment,  and  con- 
demned a  man  to  death  without  his  knowing  any- 
thing of  the  matter. 

This  manner  of  judging,  which  is  little  better  than 
assassinating,  has  been  used  in  many  states,  but 
more  particularly  in  that  of  Venice,  when  any  press- 
ing danger,  or  the  interest  of  the  state,  which  is 
superior  to  all  law,  can  give  countenance  to  such 
barharity.  AH  ill-founded  tradition  will  fain  per- 
suade us  that  Charlemagne  I.  established  this  bloody 
tribunal  to  keep  the  conquered  and  headstrong  Sax- 
ons within  due  hounds.  Some  judges  of  Westpha- 
lia still  make  use  of  this  cruel  custom.  Alt  the  suc- 
cessors of  Charlemagne  ought  to  blush  to  have  left 
the  honor  of  suppressing  it  to  Albert  of  Austria. 

'439 — The  Council  of  Basel  continued  still  on  the 
one  hand  to  trouble  the  West;  on  tlie  other  the 
Turks  and  Tartars,  who  dispute  the  East,  carry  their 
devastations  to  the  frontiers  of  Htmgary. 

The  Greek  emperor,  John  Palxol<^is,  who  had 

scarce  any  more  dominions  left  than  Constantinople, 
Vol.  33-j 
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vainly  imagines  it  in  his  power  to  obtain  succor  oi 
the  Christians;  he  humbles  himself  so  far  as  to 
come  to  Rome,  to  submit  the  Greek  church  to  the 
papal  jurisdiction. 

John  Palseologus  and  his  patriarch  were  received 
in  the  Council  of  Ferrara,  a  council  set  up  by  Euge- 
nius  IV.  in  opposition  to  that  of  Basel.  The  Greek 
emperor  and  his  clergy,  in  their  submission,  really 
maintain,  to  all  appearance,  the  majesty  of  their 
empire,  and  the  dignity  of  their  church.  Neither  of 
these  fugitives  kissed  the  pope's  feet ;  they  detested 
this  ceremony,  revived  by  the  emperors  of  the  West, 
who  call  themselves  the  sovereigns  of  the  popes. 
Nevertheless  they  had,  in  the  first  ages,  kissed  the 
feet  of  the  Greek  bishops. 

Palxologus  and  his  prelates  follow  the  pope  from 
Ferrara  to  Florence.  There  it  is  solemnly  decided 
and  agreed  on  by  the  representatives  of  the  Latin 
and  Greek  churches,  "  That  the  Holy  Ghost  proceeds 
from  the  Father  and  the  Son  by  the  production  of 
inspiration ;  the  Father  communicates  everything  to 
the  Son,  except  his  paternity ;  and  that  the  Son,  from 
all  eternity,  has  had  a  productive  virtue,  whereby  the 
Holy  Ghost  proceeds  from  the  Son,  as  iroai  the 
Father." 

The  submission  of  this  primacy  was  a  great,  in- 
teresting, and  glorious  point  for  the  see  of  RcMne. 
On  the  6th  of  July  the  pope  was  solemnly  acknowl- 
edged for  head  of  the  universal  church. 

This  union  of  the  Greeks  and  Latins  was  soon 
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after  disavowed  by  the  whole  Greek  church;  but 
the  victory  of  Pope  Eugcnius  was  not  for  this  the 
less  glorious.  While  he  rentiers  this  service  to  the 
Latins,  and  finishes,  to  the  best  of  his  power,  the 
schisms  of  the  East  and  West,  the  GDuncil  of  Basel 
depose  him  from  the  papal  chair,  declaring  him 
rebellious,  simoniac,  schtsmatical,  heretical,  and  per* 
jured. 

If  we  consider  the  eouncil  according'  to  this  de- 
cree, they  will  appear  only  as  a  troop  of  factious 
•pirita;  if  wc  regard  the  rules  of  discipline  which 
they  laid  down,  then  they  will  appear  to  us  as  very 
wise  men,  and  this  is  because  in  their  deposition  of 
Eugeniua,  they  were  inBuenced  only  by  passions 
which  had  no  share  in  their  regulations.  The  most 
august  body,  when  carried  away  by  passions,  always 
commits  more  faults  than  a  single  man. 

It  ought  not  here  to  be  forgotten  that  Palaeologus, 
at  his  return  to  Constantinople,  was  become  so  odious 
to  his  own  church  for  having  submitted  to  that  of 
Rome,  that  his  own  son  refused  him  burial. 

Nevertheless,  the  Turks  advanced  even  to  Sc- 
mandria,  in  Hungary.  In  the  midst  of  these  alarms 
Albert  of  Austria,  from  whom  much  was  expected, 
dies  on  October  27,  leaving  the  empire  weak  as  he 
had  found  it,  and  Europe  unhappy. 
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FREDERICK  OF  AUSTRIA. 

THIRD  OF  THAT  NAUE. 
THIKTV-NINTB  CMPCHOK. 

1440  —  There  is  a  rtm-ting  at  Frankfort,  a:;  usual, 
for  the  electing  a  king  of  the  Romans.    The  slates  j 
of  Bohemia,  who  were  without  a  sovereign,  enjoyed' 
in  cotnmon  with  the  other  electors,  a  rig^t  to  vote, 
a  privilege  which  never  had  been  given  to  any  but 
Bohenita. 

Louis.  landfH'avc  of  Hesse,  refuses  the  imperial 
crown.  History  furnishes  many  examples  of  the 
same  pature.  The  empire  had  now  for  a  long' 
time  been  looked  upon  as  a  dawerless  spouse,  who 
bad  need  of  a  very  rich  husband. 

Frederick  of  Austria,  duke  of  Styria,  son  of  Er- 
nest, who  was  much  less  powerful  than  the  land- 
grave of  I^essc,  is  not  so  diSicull. 

In  the  same  year,  Albert,  duke  of  Bavaria,  refuses 
the  crown  of  Bohemia,  which  was  offered  to  him ; 
but  this  new  refusal  has  its  foundation  on  a  motive 
which  princes  ought  to  set  tlicmselves  as  an  example. 
The  widow  of  the  emperor,  king  of  Bohemia  and 
Hungary,  duke  of  Austria,  was.  after  his.  death, 
brought  to  bed  of  a  son,  named  Ladislaus.  Albert 
of  Bavaria  believed  that  some  respect  ought  to  be 
paid  to  the  blood  of  this  infant.  He  looked  upon 
Bohemia  as  the  child's  inheritance.  He  would  not 
deprive  liim  of  it.     Interest  does  not  always  sway 
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sovereigns.  Thete  is  alto  some  honor  among  them ; 
and  they  ought  to  consider,  that  when  this  honor  is 
secure,  it  is  superior  to  uncertain  dominion. 

After  tbe  example  of  the  Bavarian,  the  emperor 
Frederick  IH.  also  refuses  the  crown  of  Bohemia. 
Thus  did  the  precedent  of  virtue  influence.  Fred- 
erick III.  scorns  to  be  less  generous  than  the  duke  of 
Bavaria.  He  charges  himself  with  the  guardian- 
ship of  the  child  I^^dislaus,  who>  by  birthright, 
ought  to  possess  Upper  Austria,  wherein  is  Vienna. 
and  was  called  to  ihc  throne  cE  Bohemia  and 
Hungary  by  tlte  voice  of  the  people,  who  iti  him 
respected  the  blood  whence  he  sprung. 

TTie  Council  of  Freising  is  held,  in  which  those 
who  are  killed  in  tournament,  or  who  have  not  been 
confessed  within  the  year,  are  deprived  of  burial. 
These  strange  and  ridiculous  decrees  have  never  any 
force. 

1441  —  A  great  Diet  at  Mcntz.  The  antipopc, 
Amadeus  of  Sa%-oy  ( Felix  K  created  by  the  Council 
of  Basel,  sends  to  that  diet  a  legate  a  latere,  where 
he  was  obliged  to  quit  the  cross  and  jmrple  which 
Amadeus  had  bestowed  on  him.  This  Amadeus  was 
a  whimsical  sort  of  a  man,  who  having  renounced 
his  duchy  of  Savoy  for  the  unruffled  life  of  a  hermit, 
quitted  his  retreat  at  Ripailte  in  order  to  be  pope. 
The  fathers  of  the  Council  of  Basel  had  elected  him, 
'though  he  was  a  secular.  They  hare  in  this  violated 
ail  custom,  and  these  fathers  were  no  longer 
regarded  at  Rome  hut  as  a  seditious  faction.     The 


102  Annals  of  t^  Empire. 

Diet  of  Mo^  hold  the  balance  between  the  two 
popes. 

The  Knights  of  the  Teutonic  Order  govern  so 
despotically  in  Prussia  that  the  people  give  them- 
selves up  to  Poland. 

The  emperor  educates  at  his  court  Ladislaus,  the 
young  king  of  Bohemia,  and  the  kingdom  is  gov- 
erned in  the  name  of  this  young  prince ;  but  in  the 
midst  of  contradictions  and  troubles.  All  the  electors 
and  many  princes  assist  at  the  coronation  of  the 
emperor  at  Aix-la-Chapelle.  Elach  of  them  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  little  army.  In  those  days  of  ceremony 
they  placed  their  glory  in  appearing  with  magnifi- 
cence and  ostentation;  in  our  days  they  place  it  in 
not  appearing  at  all. 

A  great  example  of  the  liberty  of  the  northern 
people.  Eric,  king  of  Denmark  and  of  Sweden, 
designs  his  nephew  to  succeed  him  in  his  throne. 
The  states  oppose  him  therein;  declaring  that  by 
their  fundamental  laws  the  crown  ou^t  not  to  be 
hereditary.  Their  fundamental  laws  at  this  day  are 
very  different.  They  depose  their  old  King  Eric, 
who  aspired  at  being  too  absolute,  and  called  to  the 
crown,  or  rather  to  the  first  magistracy,  Christopher 
of  Bavaria. 

1443-44  —  Politics,  laws  and  customs  were  then 
very  different  from  what  they  are  in  our  days. 
France  in  that  age  was  seen  united  with  the  house 
of  Austria  against  the  Swiss.  The  Dauphin,  after- 
wards Charles  VII.,  marches  against  the  Swiss, 
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whose    liberty    France   ought    rather    to    defend. 

[Authors  speak  of  a  great  victory  ^incd  by  the 

[Dauphin  near  HascI:  if  he  had  gained  such  a  great 

battle,  how  happened  It  that  he  coiilil  not,  without 

some  difficuUy.  obtain  leave  to  enter  Basel  with  his 

I  domestics  ?     This  is  certain,  that  the  Swiss  never 

lost  tJiat  liberty   for  which  they   fought,  and  this 

liberty  gained  every  day  additional  strength,  in  spite 

of  their  dissensions. 

It  was  not  against  the  Swiss  he  ouglit  then  to  have 
marched;  he  ought  to  have  gone  against  the  Turks. 
Amurath  II.,  after  having  abdicated  the  empire, 
rcassumcd  it  at  the  entreaty  of  the  janissaries.  This 
Turk,  who  might  be  ranked  among  philosophers, 
was  numbered  with  heroes.  He  pushed  his  con- 
quests in  Hungary.  The  king  of  Poland.  Wladislas. 
the  second  of  the  Jagellons,  caused  himself  to  be 
elected  by  the  Hungarians,  to  the  prejudice  of  young 
Ladisbus  of  Austria,  brought  up  always  near  the 
emperor.  He  had  concluded  with  Amurath  the  most 
solemn  peace  that  ever  Christians  made  with  Mus- 
sulmans. 

Amurath  and  Wladislas  solemnly  swear  to  it* 
the  one  on  the  Koran,  the  other  upon  the  gospel. 
Cardinal  Julian  Ccsarini.  the  pope's  legate  in  Ger- 
many, a  man  famous  for  his  proceedings  against  the 
partisans  of  John  Huss,  for  having  formerly  pre- 
sided at  the  Council  of  Basel,  and  for  the  Crusade, 
which  he  had  preached  against  the  Turks,  was  at 
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that  time,  b>'  too  blind  a  xeal,  the  cause  oi  reproacfa 
and  mtsfonune  to  the  Christians. 

The  peace  was  scarcely  confirmed  before  the  car- 
dinal excited  Iheni  to  the  breaking  of  it.  He  flattered 
hinuelf  he  might  have  cngajE^cd  the  Venetians  and 
Getioese  to  assemble  a  fomiidablc  6ect.  and  that  the 
rotued  Greeks  would  make  one  last  effort.  A  pre- 
text for  violating  the  oaths  was  wanting.  Amurath 
had  observed  all  the  conditions  with  such  exactness 
that  he  left  no  subterfuge  to  the  infringers.  This 
legale  had  no  other  resource  than  that  of  persuad- 
ing Wladijlas,  the  Hungarian  chiefs,  and  the  Poles, 
that  they  could  violate  their  oath.  He  harangued, 
he  wrote,  be  assured  thcni  that  the  peace  sworn  on 
the  gospel  was  to  no  cifect,  because  it  was  made 
against  the  inclination  of  the  pope.  In  effect,  the 
pope,  who  was  then  Eiigenius  IV..  wrote  to  Wladis- 
las.  tliat  he  comtnanded  liini  to  break  a  peace, 
which  could  not  be  made  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  holy  see.  We  already  see  the  introducticn  of 
that  maxim  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  here- 
tics. Whence  it  is  to  be  concluded,  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  kept  with  Mahometans. 

Julian  at  length  prevails.     All  the  chiefs  allow 
themselves  to  be  carried  away  by  the  torrent,  and. 
above  all,  John  Corvinus   Huniadcs,   that    famous'' 
general  of  tlie  Hungarian  armies,  who  had  so  often 
defeated  Amurath  and  Mahomet  II. 

Wladislas,  seduced  by  false  hopes,  and  still  more 
by   fal^e  morality,  surprises  the  territories  of  the 
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Sultan.  He  is  soon  met  near  ihc  Uxinc  bridge,  id 
the  country  formerly  called  Mocsia,  now  called  Bul> 
garia.  BatUe  is  given  bim  near  Che  town  of  the 
Vtnia. 

.^murath  carried  in  his  bosom  the  treaty  of  peace 
tltcy  had  so  lately  concluded.  He  drew  it  out  in  the 
midst  of  the  fight,  while  his  troops  were  in  motion, 
and  prayed  God  to  punish  the  perjurMl,  and  rcven^ 
this  outrage  committed  af^ainst  the  law  of  nations. 

This  is  what  gave  riae  to  the  fable,  that  the  peace 
had  been  sworn  upon  the  eucharist.  that  the  host  had 
been  lodged  in  tlic  hands  of  Amurath.  and  that  it 
was  to  this  host  that  he  ad<lrcs&ctl  himself  in  tlie 
time  of  battle.  The  perjured  this  time  received  tlie 
chastisement  they  deserved — the  Christians  were 
vanquished  after  a  long  resistance.  King  Wladislas 
was  run  through  the  body,  his  head  cut  off  by  a  jan- 
issary, was  carried  in  triumph  from  rank  to  rank 
through  the  Turkish  army,  and  this  spectacle  finished 
the  rout.  Some  people  have  affirmed  that  the  cardi- 
nal Julian,  who  assisted  in  this  battle,  endeavoring 
in  his  flight  to  pass  a  river,  fell  in  and  was  drowned 
by  the  weight  of  the  gold  which  he  carried  about 
him :  others  say  that  the  Hungarians  themselves 
killed  him.  It  is  certain  that  he  perished  in  this 
journey. 

1445  —  Germany  ought  to  have  opposed  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Ottomans.  But  at  that  time  Frederick. 
who  had  called  in  the  French  to  his  assistance 
against  the  Swis.<;,  seeing  that  his  defenders  overrun 


io6 


Annals  of  the  Empire. 


Alsace  and  the  neighboring  country.  go»  to  chase 
out  these  dangerous  allies,  Charles  V'll.  reclaims 
the  fight  of  protection  in  the  town  of  TouJ,  although 
it  was  an  impt-rial  town.  He  exacts,  under  the 
same  title,  prciicnts  from  Mentz  and  Verdun.  Thb 
right  of  protection  on  these  towns  in  their  indigence 
is  the  origin  of  that  sovereignly  which  the  kings  cl 
France  have  at  length  obtained. 

Instead  of  carrying  on  a  long,  brisk,  and  well-con- 
ducted war  against  the  Turks,  s  short  one  is  made 
Ofi  the  frontiers  against  the  French. 

The  ecclesiastical  war  between  the  Council  oC 
Basel  and  Pope  Eugenius  IV.  still  exists.  Eugenius 
belliinks  himself  of  deposing  the  archbishops  of 
Cologne  and  Trier.  lx^:ause  they  had  been  partisans 
of  the  Council  of  Basel. 

He  1]ad  no  right  to  depose  them  as  archbishops, 
and  yet  much  less  as  electors.  But  what  does  he  do  f 
He  names  at  Cologne  a  nephew  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, and  at  Trier  a  natural  brother  of  that  prince ; 
for  a  pope  can  never  be  either  puissant,  or  have  it 
in  his  power  to  hurt,  but  in  arming  ore  prince 
against  another. 

1446  —  The  other  electors  and  princes  take  part 
with  the  two  bishops  vainly  deposed.  The  pope  had 
foreseen  this.  He  proposes  an  agreement,  re-estab- 
li&hes  the  two  bishops  ;  he  soothes  the  Germans,  and, 
in  Ane.  Germany,  which  had  remained  neutral  in 
the  dispute  between  the  antipopc  and  him,  acknowl- 
edges Eugenius  to  be  the  only  lawful  pope.    Tbe 
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Council  of  Basel  soon  falls  into  contempt,  and  in 
a  short  time  dissolved  insensibly  of  itself. 

1447  —  A  Germanic  convocation.  Tliis  council 
had  nevertheless  established  certain  useful  regula- 
tions, which  the  Gemianic  body  afterwards  adopted. 
and  which  it  supports  to  this  day.  The  elections  in 
the  cathedral  churches  and  abbeys  arc  re-cstablished. 

The  pope  never  named  priests  to  small  benefkres 
but  during  six  months  of  the  year. 

There  is  nothing  paid  to  the  apostolical  chamber 
for  small  benefices.  Many  other  laws  of  the  same 
nature  arc  confirmed  by  Pope  Nicholas  V.,  who 
thereby  pays  homage  to  the  Council  of  Basel,  which 
in  Rome  is  looked  on  as  an  unlawful  assembly. 

1448  —  Tlic  sultan,  Amiirath  II..  again  defeats  the 
Hungarians,  commanded  by  the  famous  Huniadcs; 
yet  Germany  does  not  ami  itself  on  this  dreadful 
news. 

1449  —  Germany  is  taken  up  willi  domestic  wars. 
Albert  the  Achilles,  elector  of  Brandenburg,  engages 
in  one  against  the  town  of  Nuremberg,  which  he 
endeavors  to  subdue.  Almost  alt  the  imperial  towns 
join  in  the  defence  of  Nuremberg,  while  llie  emperor 
remains  a  quiet  spectator  of  these  divisions. 

He  docs  not  choose  to  give  tlie  young  Ladislaus  up 
to  Bohemia,  where  he  was  demanded,  and  leaves 
some  room  to  suspect  his  intending  to  keep  to  him- 
self the  possessions  of  his  pupil. 

This  young  Ladislaus  ought  to  be  entirely  king  of 
Bohemia,  duke  of  a  part  of  Austria,  of  Moravia, 
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and  Silesia;  these  were,  mdeed.  sufikicnt  lempca- 
tions  for  virtue. 

Amadeus  al  Savoy  resigns  the  papacy  and 
becomes  again  a  hermit  at  Ripaille. 

1450-52  —  Bohemia.  Hungary,  and  Upper  Ans- 
tria  again  demand  the  young  Ladislaus  for  their 
sovereign.  A  gentleman  named  Eisinger  stirs  up 
Austria  in  favur  of  Ladislaus.  Frederick  still  excuses 
himself,  under  pretence  of  Ladislaus  not  being  as 
yet  of  age.  He  sends  his  brother  Albert  of  Austria 
to  quell  the  sedition,  and  ukc  hold  of  that  oppor- 
tunity to  be  crowned  in  luly. 

Alphonso  of  Aragon  reigned  at  that  time  in 
Naples,  and  joined  (he  interest  of  the  eroperor, 
because  he  feared  the  too  powerful  Venetians,  They 
were  masters  of  Ravenna,  of  Bergamo,  of  Brescia, 
and  of  Crema.  Milan  was  in  the  lunds  of  a  peat- 
ant's  son.  wlio  was  become  tlic  most  powerful  nan 
in  Italy.  This  was  Francis  Sforza.  the  successor  of 
the  Visconti.  Florence  was  in  league  with  the  pope 
against  Sforza.  The  holy  sec  had  recovered  Bologna. 
All  the  other  principalities  belonged  to  different  sov- 
ereigns who  had  mastered  them.  Things  were  in 
this  state  at  the  journey  of  Frederick  III.  into  Italy ; 
a  journey  the  most  useless  and  most  mortifying 
that  ever  emperor  made.  He  was  attacked  by  rob- 
bers on  the  road  to  Rome.  'They  took  part  of  his 
baggage,  and  he  ran  the  risk  of  his  Ufc.  What  a 
Biaiiner  of  travelling  was  thi^  for  him  who  came  to 
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be  crowned  Caesar,  and  chief  of  the  Oiristian 
world. 

He  made  one  innovation  at  Rome,  subsisting  even 
to  this  day.  Frederick  111.  dares  not  to  go  to  Milan 
to  propose  their  giving  him  the  crovrn  of  Lombardy. 
Nicholas  V.  himself  gives  it  to  him  at  Rome,  and 
this  alone  gives  the  popes  a  claim  to  the  right  of 
creating  the  king  of  the  Lombards  as  they  create  the 
kings  of  Naples. 

The  pope  confirms  to  Frederick  III.  the  guardian- 
ship of  young  Ladislaus.  king  of  Bohemia  and  Hun- 
gary, and  duke  of  Austria,  a  guardianship  of  which 
endeavors  had  been  used  to  deprive  him,  and  the 
pope  excommunicates  all  those  who  had  disputed  it 
with  him. 

This  bull  is  all  that  the  emperor  carried  with  him 
from  Rome,  and  with  it  he  is  besieged  at  Neustadt 
in  Austria,  by  those  whom  he  called  rebels  — that 
is  to  say,  by  those  who  demanded  his  pupil. 

He  at  last  gives  up  the  young  Ladislaus  to  his 
people.  He  has  been  a  good  deal  praised  for  being 
a  faithful  tutor,  although  he  resigned  his  charge  but 
by  force  of  arms.  Would  they  have  made  it  a  virtue 
in  him  not  to  have  attempted  his  pupil's  life? 

1453  —  This  year  was  the  memorable  epoch  of  tbe 
taking  of  Constantinople  by  Mahomet  IL  Certainly 
now  or  never  was  the  time  for  crusades.  But  it  is 
not  astonishing  that  the  Christian  powers,  who  had 
themselves,  in  their  ancient  crusades,  wrested  Con- 
stantiTfOple  from  its  lawful  masters,  should  at  length 
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suffer  it  to  be  taken  by  the  Ottomans.  The  Wne- 
tians  had  been  a  long  time  possessed  of  part  of 
Greece ;  all  the  rest  wis  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks. 
There  remained  but  one  town,  and  that  the  capital  of 
this  ancient  empire,  now  besieged  by  more  tlum 
two  hundred  thousand  men,  and  in  this  very  town 
they  disputed  about  rehgion.  One  o£  the  points  of 
disputation  was  whether  it  was  allowed  them  to 
pray  in  Latin;  another,  whetlicr  the  light  on 
Mount  Tabor  was  created  or  eternal ;  another,  if 
they  might  be  allowed  to  use  unleavened  bread. 

The  last  emperor,  Constantine,  had  always  near 
him  the  car<linal  Isidore,  whose  presence  alone 
angered  and  discouraged  the  Greeks :  "  We  had 
rather."  say  they,  "behold  the  turban  here  than  the 
cardinal's  hat."  All  tht  historians,  and  even  the 
most  modem,  repeat  some  old  stories  that  were  then 
trumped  up  by  the  nwnks.  Mahomet,  according  to 
ihcm,  was  only  a  barbarian,  who  destroyed  Constan- 
tinople by  lire  and  sword,  and  who  being  in  love  with 
a  captive,  one  Irene,  cut  off  her  head  to  satisfy  his 
janissaries.  This  is  all  equally  false.  Mahomet  was 
better  brought  up,  more  polished,  and  understood 
more  languages  than  any  Christian  prince  of  those 
times.  There  was  only  a  part  of  the  town  taken  by 
assault  by  the  janissaries.  The  conqueror  gener- 
ously granted  a  capitulation  to  the  rest,  and  faith- 
fully observed  it.  And  as  to  the  murder  of  his  mis- 
tress, they  must  be  very  ignorant  of  the  Turkish 
customs  to  imagine  that  the  soldiers  concerned  them- 
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ielves  with  what  passed  in  the  emperor's  bedcham- 
ber. 

A  diet  is  assembled  at  Ratisboii  to  endeavor  oppos- 
ing' the  Ottoman  arms.  Philip,  duke  of  Gurgiindy. 
attends  at  this  diet  and  ofTers  to  march,  if  Ite  is  sec- 
onded, against  the  Turks,  Frederick  was  not  idle 
at  Ratisbon,  for  this  very  year  Austria  was  erected 
into  an  archduchy,  as  the  charter  proves. 

1454  —  The  cardinal  ./Eneas  Silvius,  at  that  time 
legate  in  Germany,  and  afterwards  pope,  by  the  name 
of  Pius  II.,  solicits  all  the  princes  to  defend  Chris- 
tianity. He  addresses  himself  to  the  Teutonic 
Knights,  and  reminds  iheni  of  iheir  vows ;  but  they 
are  too  much  engrossed  in  lighting  with  their  sub- 
jects  of  Pomerania  and  Prussia,  who  shake  off  thetr 
yoke,  and  give  themselves  up  to  Poland. 

'455  —  There  is  no  person  to  oppose  the  progress 
of  Mahomet  11-,  and,  by  a  cruel  fatality,  almost  all 
the  princes  of  tin:  empire  ftlin  themselves  by  dvil 
wars,  one  against  anuthcr. 

The  house  of  Brunswick  was  contending  for  the 
salt-work ;  the  house  of  tlie  palatine  for  die  title 
of  elector,  which  the  governor  endeavors  to  assume. 
The  duchy  of  Luxemburg  was  invaded  by  the  duke 
of  Saxony,  and  defended  by  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, for  twenty-two  thousand  florins.  The 
fair  of  the  duke  of   Luxemburg  becomes  more 

rious  than  any  other;  young  Ladislaus,  king  of 
Bohemia  and  Hungary,  reclaims  that  duchy.  It  doe« 
not  appear  that  the  emperor  takes  any  part  in  these 
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quarrels.  The  poMCMioo  of  Uie  duchy  of  L4ixemburg 
remains  at  length  in  the  house  of  Burgundy. 

1456-57  —  This  Ladisiaus,  who  might  have  been  a 
very  great  prince,  dies  haicd  and  dcspixd.  He  had 
fled  to  Vienna  when  the  Turks  bc&irgcd  Belgrade. 
He  had  left  the  glory  of  raising  the  siege  to  the 
celebrated  John  Huniades,  and  ihe  friar  John  Capis- 
tran.  The  emperor  takes  care  for  him  of  Vienna  and 
Lower  Austria ;  Dulcc  Albert,  his  brother,  of  Upper, 
and  Sigismund,  their  cousin,  of  Carinthia. 

1458 — Frederick  III.  vainly  endeavors  to  get 
Hungary  to  himself :  it  devolves  on  Matthias,  son  of 
the  great  Huniades,  its  defender.  He  endeavors 
also  to  reign  in  Bohemia,  and  the  sutes  elect  George 
Podiebrad.  who  had  fought  for  them. 

1459 ~- Frederick  III.  opposes  the  son  of  the  val- 
iant Huniades,  and  the  brave  Podiebrad  only  by  arti- 
fioes,  which  show  his  weakn&>is,  and  this  weakness 
emboldens  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  the  count  palatine, 
the  elector  of  Mentz,  and  many  other  princes,  nay 
even  his  own  brother,  to  declare  war  against  him  in 
favor  of  the  king  of  Bohemia. 

He  is  beaten  by  his  brother  .Mbcrt.  and  gets  out 
of  this  difficulty  only  by  giving  up  several  places  in 
.Austria.  He  is  treated  by  all  Germany  rather  as  a 
member  than  as  principal  of  the  emjnre. 

1460 — The  new  pope,  Pius  II.,  late  <Cneas  Sil- 
vias, convokes  an  assembly  of  the  Christian  princes 
at  Mantua,  to  form  a  crusade  against  Mahomet  II.. 
but  the  misfortune  of  these  ancient  armaments  was. 


Frcdcriclc. 


xi^ 


as  thfy  had  formerly  been  made  without  rea- 
son, they  contributed  to  impede  those  which  were 
founded  on  reason.  Germany  is  always  divided; 
for  example:  A  duke  of  one  part  of  Bavaria,  of 
"which  Landshtit  is  the  capital,  employs  his  thoughts 
ralhcr  on  supportingr  his  ancient  rights  on  Don- 
auworth.  than  on  the  general  good  of  Europe.  And 
on  the  contrary-,  during  the  madness  of  the  ancient 
crusades,  they  had  sold  Donauwonh  to  assist  in 
going  against  Jerusalem. 

This  duke  of  Bavaria,  Louts,  leases  against  the 
princes  of  his  house ;  and,  together  with  Ulric,  count 
of  Wijrtember;g,  raises  an  army  of  twenty  thousand 
men. 

The  emperor  supports  the  rights  of  Wiirtemberg, 
.which  had  been  long  an  imperial  town,  against  the 
pretensions  of  the  duke.  He  makes  use  of  the 
famous  Albert,  the  Achilles,  to  quell  the  duke  of 
Bavaria  and  his  league. 

Other  troubles  arc  raised  by  the  count  of  Hol- 
stctn.  The  king  of  Denmark,  Christian,  possesses 
himself  by  right  of  succession  also  of  Schleswig,  by 
giving  some  money  lo  the  other  claimants,  and  sub- 
jects Holstein  to  the  emperor. 

1461-63  —  Much  greater  troubles  ensue  from  the 

qturrel  of  Bavaria,  which  rages  in  Germany;  and 

there  are  still  others  caused  by  the  disagreement 

between  the  emperor  and  his  brother,  Albert,  duke 

of  Upper  Austria.    The  emperor  is  fain  to  siibtnit; 

and  is  obliged,  by  agreement,  to  cede  the  govcrn- 
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mcnt  of  his  own  tctrtlory  of  that  part  of  Austria,  in 
whkh  Vienna  is  contained,  to  Lower  Austria.  But 
the  de\»y  of  the  payment  of  fony  thousand  ducats 
gave  occasion  to  renew  Uic  war  between  the  two 
brothers.  A  battle  ensues  and  the  emperor  is  beaten. 
His  friend  Albert  the  Achilles,  of  Brandenburg', 
U,  notwithstanding  his  siimame,  beaten  by  the  duke 
of  Bavaria.  These  internal  troubles  eclipse  the  plory 
of  the  empire,  and  make  (Jemuny  truly  unfortunate. 
1464  —  We  sec  yet  another  dts|fracc.  There  has 
been  always  a  sort  of  prejudiced  opinion  in  many 
nations,  that  he  who  possessed  certain  |)articular 
pledges,  or  signs,  had  an  undoubted  right  to  the 
kingdom.  In  the  unhappy  empire  of  Greece  a  gar- 
ment and  a  pair  of  scarlet  slippers  were  sometimes 
sufficient  to  constitute  the  emperor.  The  iron  crown 
of  Monza  gave  a  right  on  Lombardy;  and  when 
rivals  disputed  the  imperial  crown  of  Germany,  he 
who  could  seize  on  those  antique  arms,  the  lance 
and  sword  of  Charlemagne,  was  secure  of  the  great- 
est party.  In  Hungary  he  was  the  best  oS  who  pos- 
sessed a  certain  golden  crown.  This  ornament  was 
in  the  treasury  of  the  emperor  Frederick,  who  did 
not  choose  to  part  with  it  at  the  time  that  he  gave  up 
Ladislaus,  his  pupil,  to  the  Hungarians- 
Matthias  Hnntades  makes  a  new  demand  of  his 
golden  crown  upon  the  emperor,  and  declares  war 
against  him. 

Frederick  HI.  at  last  delivers  up  this  palladium  of 
Hungary.    They  make  a  treaty  whicli  never  had  any- 
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thjn^  like  it  Matthias  acknowIeds:es  Frederick  for 
his  father,  and  Frederick  calls  Matthias  bis  son; 
nay,  it  is  stipulated,  that  in  case  this  pretended  son 
dies  without  children,  and  without  nephew,  the  pre- 
tended father  shall  he  king  of  Hungary.  In  fine,  the 
father  gives  the  son  sixty  thousand  crowns. 

1465-66 —  This  was  a  time  in  which  the  Christian 
powers  were  guihy  of  many  mean  actions.  There 
had  still  subsisted  two  parties  in  Bohemia,  the 
Catholics  and  the  Hussites.  King  George  Podiebrad, 
instead  of  imitating  Scanderbeg  and  the  Kuniades, 
favors  the  Hussites  against  the  Catholics  in  Silesia; 
and  Pope  Paul  H.  authorizes  the  revolt  of  the  Silc- 
sians  by  a  bull.  At  length  he  excommunicates 
Podiebrad,  who  is  deprived  of  his  kingdom.  These 
unworthy  quarrels  take  from  the  Christian  cause 
very  powerful  assistance.  Mahomet  H.  had  no 
mufti  to  excommunicate  him. 

1467  —  The  Catholics  of  Bohemia  offer  the  crown 
of  Bohemia  to  the  emperor ;  but  in  a  diet  at  Nurem- 
berg most  of  the  princes  side  with  Podiebrad,  in 
presence  of  the  pope's  legate ;  and  Duke  Lotiis  of 
Bavaria- I..andshut  says,  that,  instead  of  giving 
Bohemia  to  Fretlerick.  the  imperial  crown  ought  to 
be  given  to  Podiebrad.  The  diet  order  that  a  body 
of  twenty  thousand  men  be  kept  up  to  defend  Ger- 
many against  the  Turks.  Had  Germany  been  well 
governed  they  had  rather  opposed  them  with  three 
hundred  thousand.  The  Teutonic  Knights,  who 
might  have  imitated  Scanderbeg,  only  fight  for  Pn«- 
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sia;  and  at  tcngtli,  by  a  »olemn  treaty,  tbcy  ac- 
knowledge themselves  feudatories  oE  Poland  The 
treaty  was  made  at  Thorn  the  preceding  year,  and 
executed  in  i^fyy. 

146ft—  The  pope  gives  Bohemia  to  Matthias  Hun- 
iadcs,  otherwise  called  Corvinus,  long  of  Hungary ; 
that  is  to  say,  the  pope,  whose  great  interest  it  was  to 
oppose  ft  bulwark  to  the  Turks,  especially  after  the 
death  of  Scanderbeg  the  Great,  instead  of  so  doing; 
encourages  a  civil  war  among  the  Christians,  and 
abuses  tlic  emperor  and  empire,  by  daring  to  <^pose 
a  king  who  was  an  elector ;  for  the  pope  had  no  more 
right  to  depose  a  king  of  Bohemia  than  that  priooe 
had  to  give  away  the  sec  of  Rome. 

Matthias  Huniadcs  wastes  time,  troops,  and  nego- 
tiations to  possess  himself  of  Bohemia.  TIic  emperor, 
with  great  mildness,  assumes  the  office  of  mediator. 
Some  of  the  princes  of  Germany  involve  themselves 
in  war ;  others  are  taken  up  in  making  treaties.  The 
town  of  Constance  forms  an  alliance  with  the  Swiss 
cantons. 

An  abbot  of  St.  Gall  joins  Toggenburg  to  his  rich 
abbey,  and  it  costs  him  no  more  than  forty  thousand 
florins.  The  inhabitants  of  Liege  war  unauccess- 
fully  with  the  duke  of  Burgundy.  Each  prince  is  in 
fear  of  his  neighbor.  There  is  no  longer  an  equilib- 
riam.    The  emperor  does  nothing. 

146^72  —  Matthias  Huniades  disputes  still  alvnit 
Bohemia;  nor  does  the  sudden  death  of  Podiebrad 
extinguish  the  civil  war.     The  Hussite  party  chosC 
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LadisliLUs.  prince  of  Poland.  The  Catholics  declare 
for  Matthias  Huniades. 

The  house  o[  Austria,  which  ought  to  be  very 
powerful  under  Frederick  III.,  for  a  long  time  loses 
more  than  it  gains.  Sigismund  of  Austria,  the  last 
prince  of  the  branch  of  Tyro),  sells  to  Charles  the 
Bold,  duke  of  Burgundy,  Bretsgau,  Sundgau,  and 
the  country  of  Ferretp,  which  belonged  to  him,  for 
eighty  thousand  golden  crowns.  Nothing  is  more 
common  in  the  fourteenth  and  Bftecnth  centurle*. 
Chan  for  sovereignties  to  be  sold  at  a  very  mean 
price.  This  was  dismembering  the  empire,  aug- 
menting the  power  of  a  prince  of  France,  who 
already  |X)sscssc4l  alt  the  Low  Countries.  It  was 
not  to  be  foreseen  that  at  some  time  or  other  the 
possessions  of  the  house  of  Burgundy  should  revert 
to  the  house  of  Austria.  The  laws  of  the  empire 
forbid  these  alienations;  the  consent  of  the  emperor 
ought  moreover  to  be  obtained,  and  even  the  atldng 
of  it  was  neglected. 

At  the  same  time  Charles,  duke  of  Burgundy,  puT' 
chased  the  duchy  of  Gucldcrs,  and  the  countr>'  of 
Zutphcn,  for  near  the  same  price.  This  duke  of 
Burgundy  was  the  most  powerful  of  those  princes 
who  were  not  kings ;  nay,  few  kings  were  so  power- 
ful. He  was  at  the  same  time  a  vassal  of  the 
emperor  and  of  the  king  of  France,  yet  very  formid- 
able to  both. 

1473-74  —  This  duke  of  Burgundy,  as  enterpris- 
ing M  the  emperor,  was  inactive ;  is  aoeasy  to  all  his 
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neighbors  al  the  same  time.    Mo  person  could  haxt 
a  clearer  title  to  the  name  of  Bold. 
He  invades  the  palatinate;   he  attacks  Lomine 

in  Switzerland,  it  wis  then  that  th«  kings  of  Fnaee 
treated  with  tlie  Swiss  for  the  first  titne.  There 
were  yet  but  eight  united  cantons  —  Schwyz.  Cri. 
Unterwalden,  Lucerne,  Zuridi,  Glarus.  Zug.  ami 
Berne. 

Louis  XI.  gave  them  twenty  thousand  frano  a 
year,  and  four  florins  and  a  half  a  man  a  nKmth. 

'475  —  It  ''^  hetn  always  the  gtxxl  luck  of  the 
Turks  that  the  Christians  were  divided  among  them- 
selves, as  if  to  facilitate  the  conquests  of  the  Otto- 
man Empire. 

Mahomet,  master  of  Epinis.  of  Peloponnesus,  and 
of  the  Nepropont,  scatters  terror  everywhere.  Louis 
XL  thinks  of  nothing  but  sapping  the  foundation 
of  the  duke  of  Bur^ndy's  ^andcur,  which  had 
inspired  him  with  jealousy.  The  provinces  of  Italy  I 
were  employed  in  supporting  themselves  against 
each  other,  Matthias  Muniades  was  taken  up  with 
disputing  Bohemia  against  the  king  of  Poland,  and 
Frederick  lU.  thought  of  nothing  but  amassing- 
money,  that  he  might  one  day  be  enabled  more  firmly 
to  establish  his  power. 

Matthias  Huniadcs,  after  having  gained  one  bat- 
tle, contents  himself  with  Silesia  and  Moravia:  he 
leaves  Bohemia  and  Lusatia  to  the  king  of  Poland. 

Charles  tlie  Bold  invades  Lorraine :  be  finds  him- 
self by  this  usurpation  master  of  one  of  the  finest 
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countries  in  Europe,  from  Lycos  even  to  the  sea  of 
Holland. 

1476-— His  ambition  is  not  satiated:  he  wants 
to  restore  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Burgundy,  and 
thereby  enclose  the  Swiss.  These  people  defend 
themselves  against  him.  a.s  they  had  before  done 
against  the  Auslrians.  They  defeat  him  entirely  in 
the  battles  of  Grandson  and  Moral.  Their  pikes 
and  back-swords  triumph  over  the  heavy  artillery 
and  the  shining  military  force  of  Burgundy.  The 
Swiss  B'crc  the  only  people  who  at  that  time  fought 
from  no  other  motive  but  that  of  liberty.  The 
prince.s,  nay  cvt-n  the  republics  themselves,  such  as 
Venice,  Florence,  and  Genoa,  had  hitherto  scarcely 
fought  for  anything  but  their  advancement.  Never 
people  defended  more  nobly  a  valuable  liberty  than 
the  Swiss;  they  were  wanting  in  nothing  but  his- 
torians. 

It  was  in  this  battle  of  Morat  that  Charles  the 
Bold  lost  that  beautiful  diamond  which  afterwards 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  duke  of  Florence.  A  Swiss, 
who  found  it  among  tlie  spoils,  sold  it  for  a  crown. 

1477  —  Charles  the  Hold  at  last  perishes  near 
Ntntes:  he  was  betrayed  by  Campo-Casso,  a  Nea- 
politan, and  killed  in  his  flight,  after  the  battle,  by 
BauSTOOnt.  a  gentleman  of  Lorraine, 

By  his  death  the  duchy  of  Burgundy,  Artois, 
Charolais,  Matron,  Bar-sur- Seine,  Lille,  Douay,  and 
the  towns  upon  the  Somme,  revert  to  Louis  XL,  king 
o(  France,  as  fiefs  to  that  crown ;    but  Flanders, 
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which  was  titled  Imperial,  wiili  all  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, and  the  Franche-Corole,  devolve  upon  the 
young  princess  Mary,  daughter  to  the  last  duke. 

The  best  step  that  could  be  taken  was  Frederick 
III.  marrying  his  son,  Maximilian,  to  this  rich  heir- 
ess. Maximilian  espoused  Mary  in  the  town  of 
Essant.  on  August  17,  and  Louis  XL,  who  ought  to 
have  given  Iter  in  marriage  to  his  son,  makes  war 
upon  him. 

The  feudal  right,  which  in  reality  is  but  the  right 
of  the  strongest,  and  in  its  consequence  the  source  of 
eternal  discord,  kindles  this  war  against  the  princess. 
Ought  Hainault  to  return  to  France?  Is  it  an  impe- 
rial province?  Has  France  any  right  to  Cam- 
bray?  Has  it  any  claims  on  Artois?  Ought  the 
Franchc-Comte  still  to  be  esteemed  a  province  of 
the  empire  ?  Does  it  belong  to  the  succession  of ' 
Burgundy,  or  ought  it  revert  to  the  crown  of 
Prance?  Maximilian  would  have  chc&en  rather  the 
whole  inheritance.  Louis  XL  is  willing  to  engros* 
all  that  is  convenient  for  him.  It  is  this  nurriage 
then  which  is  really  the  origin  of  so  many  \mliappy 
wars  between  France  and  Austria;  there  being  no 
acknowledged  right,  was  the  occasion  of  so  many 
people  being  sacrificed. 

Louis  XL  at  length  possesses  himself  of  the  two 
Burgundies,  and  towards  the  Low  Countries  of  all 
that  he  could  possibly  grasp  in  Artois,  or  in  Hain- 
autt. 

1478 — .\  prince  of  Orange,  of  the  house  of  Chi- 
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Ions  in  the  Franche-Comte.  endeavors  to  preserve 
this  province  to  Mary.  This  princess  defends  her- 
self in  the  Low  Countries,  without  h«r  husband 
being  able  to  furnish  her  any  succor  from  Ger- 
many. Maximilian  as  yet  was  but  the  indigent  hus- 
band of  a  sovereign  heroine.  He  presses  the  princes 
of  Germany  to  take  part  in  his  cause.  They  all 
rather  attend  to  their  own  interest.  A  lamlgravc  of 
Hesse  carries  off  an  elector  of  G>logne,  and  keeps 
him  in  prison.  The  Teutonic  Knights  take  Riga  in 
Livonia.  Matthias  Huniadcs  is  on  the  point  of 
making  it  up  with  Mahomet  U. 

'479  —  ^^  length  Maximilian,  assisted  only  by  the 
natives  of  Li^e,  puts  himself  at  the  head  of  his 
wife's  army,  which  is  called  the  Rcmish  force*, 
although  Flanders,  properly  speaking,  that  is  to  say 
from  Lille  to  Ghent,  was  of  the  French  party.  The 
princess  Mary  had  a  stronger  army  than  the  king  of 
France. 

Maximilian  defeats  die  French  in  a  battle  at 
Guinegate,  in  the  month  of  August.  This  battle 
was  not  one  of  those  which  at  once  determine  the 
fate  of  a  war 

14&J — A  negotiation.  Pope  Sixtus  IV.  sends  a 
legate  into  Flanders:  they  made  a  treaty  of  two 
years.  Where,  all  this  time,  is  the  emperor  Fred- 
erick III?  He  can  do  nothing  for  hts  sons,  neither 
during  the  war  nor  by  negotiations:  but  he  had 
given  him  Mary  of  Burgundy,  and  that  was  enough. 

1481  —  However,  the  Turks  besiege  Rhodes.    The 
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(amoui  grand-master  Daubuislon,  at  the  head  oC 
his  knights,  obliges  them  to  raise  the  siege  at  the 
end  of  three  months. 

Bm  lite  Pasha  Acomat  attacks  the  kingdom  of 
Naples  with  fifty  galleys.  He  takes  Otranto  by 
UMult.  All  the  kingdom  is  near  being  ruined. 
Rome  herself  trembles.  The  indolence  of  the  Chris- 
tian princes  escapes  this  torrent  only  by  the  sudden 
death  nf  Mahomet  11.,  and  the  Turks  abandon 
Otranta 

A  whimsical  agreement  between  John,  kin^  of 
Denmark  and  Sweden,  and  liis  brother  Frederick, 
duke  of  Holstein.  Tlw  king  and  the  duke  ought  to 
govern  Holstein  as  a  lief  of  the  empire,  and  Schles- 
wig  as  a  hef  of  Denmark,  in  common.  All  these 
ttgreentents  are  in  general  the  sources  of  war ;  but 
Hat  ■hove  all  others. 

The  cantons  of  Freiburg  in  Switzerland,  and  of 
Solothurn,  ;uin  with  the  other  eight.  This  by  itself 
is  but  a  triBing  event.  Two  small  towns  cut  but  a 
small  figure  in  the  history  of  the  world ;  but  becom- 
ing members  of  a  body  always  free,  this  liberty  sets 
them  above  the  greatest  provinces  that  compose  it. 

1482  —  Mary  of  Burgundy  dies.  Maximilian  gov- 
erns her  possessions  in  the  name  of  Wiilip  tlie  Minor, 
his  son.  These  towns  are  all  privileged.  These 
privileges  canse  almost  perpetual  dissensions 
between  the  people  who  would  support,  and  the 
nivereign  who  would  subject  them  to  his  will.    Max- 
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Imilian  reduces  Zealand,  Leyden,  Utrecht,  and 
Nimeguen. 

1483-85  —  All  the  towns  surrender  one  after 
another,  but  without  any  af^rccnient,  and  are  reduced 
gradually.    The  seeds  of  discontent  still  remain. 

i486 — So  far  arc  they  from  uniting  against  the 
Turks,  that  Matthias  Huniadcs,  king  of  Hungary, 
instead  of  making  a  proper  use  of  the  death  of 
Mahomet  II..  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Turks,  falls  foul 
of  the  emperor.  What  is  the  reason  of  this  war  of 
the  pretended  son  against  the  pretended  father?  It 
is  difficult  to  guess.  He  wants  to  possess  himself 
of  Austria.  What  right  has  he  to  it?  His  troops 
beat  the  Imperialists :  he  takes  Vienna.  Here  is  his 
sole  right.  The  cniperor  appears  insensible  to  the 
I06S  of  Lower  Austria:  he  roves  about  the  Low 
Ojuntries:  tlience  he  goes  to  Frankfort,  to  secure 
among  the  electors  the  title  of  King  of  ilie  Romans 
to  his  son.  A  man  could  not  have  less  personal 
glory,  nor  prepare  better  for  the  grandeur  of  his 
bouse. 

Maximilian  is  crowned  at  Aix-la-Chapclle  on 
April  9,  by  the  archbishop  of  Cologne,  Pope  Inno- 
cent VIII.  giving  his  consent  thereto;  for  the  popes 
always  grant  what  they  believe  to  be  necessary. 

Tile  emperor,  who  had  credit  suflicient  in  the  Diet 
of  Frankfort  to  make  hi^  son  king  of  the  Romans, 
had  not  enough  to  obtain  Bfty  thousantl  florins  a 
month,  to  enable  him  to  recover  Austria.  This  is  one 
of  those  strange  contradictions  often  to  be  met  with 
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in  history.  At  this  time  wu  made  the  league  of 
Sitabia.  to  prevent  the  particular  wars  which  rend 
and  weaken  Germany.  It  was  a  regulation  of  all 
the  princes  at  the  diet  of  Frankfort;  a  menacing 
law,  which  put  all  those  who  attacked  their  neigh- 
bors under  the  ban  of  the  empire.  At  leitgth  all 
the  gvntlemen  of  Suabia  a&sociated  themselves  to 
avcngie  the  wrongs  done  them.  This  was  a  piece  of 
true  knight-errantry.  They  went  in  troops  to  demol- 
ish the  strongltolds  of  the  Molandrins.  or  robbers. 
They  also  obliged  Duke  George  o£  Bavaria  to  desist 
from  insulting  his  neighlxirs.  This  was  a  militia 
for  the  pnblic  good.     It  did  not  last  long. 

1487  —  The  emperor  makes  a  treaty  with  Mat- 
thias Htmiades,  which  none  but  a  vanquished  man 
would  ever  have  made.  He  leaves  to  him  Lower 
Austria  until  he  should  pay  him  all  the  expenses  of 
the  war,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  of  succeeding 
his  adopted  son  in  the  kingdom  of  Hungary. 

1488  —  Maximilian,  king  of  the  Romans,  finds 
himself  at  the  same  time  attacked  hy  the  French, 
and  by  his  own  subjects  in  the  Low  Coimtrics.  The 
itihabitants  of  Bruges,  on  whom  he  would  willingly 
have  levied  some  taxes  against  the  laws  of  the 
country,  all  of  a  sudden  clap  him  in  prison,  where 
they  hold  him  four  months  ;  and  give  him  his  liberty 
only  upon  condition  that  he  shall  withdraw  the  few 
Gcrnim  troops  which  he  had  with  him,  and  make 
peace  with  France. 

iiow  happened  it  that  the  ministry  of  the  young 
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Qiarli>5  VIII,,  king  of  France,  neglected  so  favor- 
able a  conjuncture?    This  ministry  was  then  vtak. 

1489  —  Maximilian  secretly  espouses  by  proxy  the 
duchess  Anne  of  Brittany.  Had  he  espoused  her 
efTectually  and  begotten  children  by  her  be  would 
have  doubly  pressed  France,  which  was  surrounded 
at  that  time  by  Frajiche-Comtc,  Alsace,  Brittany, 
and  the  Low  Cotmtries. 

1490— Matthias  Corvinua  Huniades  beini?  dead, 
let  us  sec  if  the  emperor  Frederick,  hts  adopted 
father,  succeeds  him  by  virtue  of  treaties.  Frederick 
parts  with  his  ri^lit  to  the  emperor  Ma;(tmilian. 

Uut  Beatrix,  widow  of  the  former  king,  makes 
the  states  swear  to  acknowledge  him  only  whom 
she  should  espouse :  and  soon  weds  Ladislaus  Jagel- 
Ion,  king  of  Kohemia.  whom  the  Hungarians  crown. 
Maximilian  nevertheless  recovers  Lower  Austria, 
and  carries  the  war  into  Hungary. 

1491  —  The  same  treaty  that  Frederick  HI.  made 
with  Matthias  is  rctiewed  between  Ladislaus  Jagellon 
and  Maximilian.  Maximilian  ts  acknowledged  pre- 
sumptive heir  to  Ladislaus  Jagcllon  in  Hungary  and 
Bohemia.  Fate,  even  at  this  distance,  was  prepar- 
ing Hungary  for  subjection  to  the  house  of  Aus- 
tria. 

The  emperor  doc^  a  bold  action  in  these  times  of 
prosperity.  He  puts  his  ktnsmnn.  Albert  of  Bavaria, 
duke  of  Munich,  under  the  ban  of  the  empire.  It  is 
astonishing  to  think  what  a  number  of  princes  of 
this  liouse  have  been  thus  treated.    What  was  the 
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occasion  of  it?  Tyrol  wu  given  solemnly  to  thb 
duke  of  Bavaria  by  Sigismund  of  Austria,  and  this 
donation,  or  secret  sale,  was  looked  upon  as  the 
gift  of  his  wife  Cunegonda,  only  daughter  of  the 
emperor  Frederick  III. 

The  emperor  pretended  that  the  empire  could  not 
be  alienated,  and  the  whole  empire  was  divided  upon 
this  question;  and  indubitable  proof  that  the  laws 
were  not  at  at!  clear,  and  perhaps  tliere  was  nothing 
so  mucli  wanting  in  society. 

The  ban  of  the  empire  was  in  such  cases  no  more 
than  a  declaration  of  war;  but  this  was  very  soon 
concluded.  Tyrol  remained  in  tbe  possession  of  Aus- 
tria :  some  compensations  are  given  to  Bavaria,  and 
the  duke  of  Havaria  delivers  up  Ratisbon,  which 
had  been  for  some  time  in  his  hands. 

Ratisbon  was  an  imperial  town:  the  duke  of 
Bavaria  had  looked  upon  it  as  part  of  his  estate, 
establishing  bis  title  on  ancient  right:  it  had  been 
newly  declared  an  imperial  town:  there  scarcely 
remained  to  the  duke  of  Bavaria  above  one-half  of 
the  rights  of  custom. 

1492  —  ^laximilian,  king  of  the  Romans,  who 
{magine<l  he  might  establish  the  grandeur  of  his 
bouse  on  a  peaceable  foundation  by  marr)'ing  his 
daughter  Margaret  of  Austria  to  Charles  VII]., 
king  of  France,  with  whom  she  was  brought  up ;  and 
soon  after,  by  marrying  Anne  of  Brittany  by  proxy, 
learns  that  his  wife  is  really  married  to  Charles 
VIII.,  on  r)cccmbcr  6, 1491 ;  and  that  they  are  about 
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to  send  bade  Iiis  danghier  Margaret  to  him.  Women 

vc  DO  longer  the  subjects  of  war  among  princes, 

'  but  tl>e  provinces  are.  As  the  inhtrritance  of  Mathilda 

^bad  so  long  trotibled  the  peace  o£  Italy,  so  does  that 

of  Mary  of  Burgundy  kimllc  jierpctual  discord, 

Maximilian  surprises  Arras;  after  which  he  con- 
cludes an  advantageous  peace,  by  which  the  king  of 
France  cedes  to  him  Franche-Conite  in  pure  sov- 
ereignty, Artois,  and  Qiarolais.  and  Nogent,  on 
condition  of  homage. 

It  is  not  to  Maximilian  properly  that  these  coun- 
tries arc  ceded,  but  to  his  son  Philip,  an  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  mother,  Mary  of  Burgundy. 

It  muEt  be  acknowledged  that  no  king  of  the 
Romans  ever  began  liis  career  so  gloriously  as  Maxi- 
milian. The  victory  of  Guinegate  over  the  French, 
the  taking  of  Arras,  and  the  obtaining  Artois  by  the 
stroke  of  a  pen,  covered  him  with  glory. 

1493  —  Frederick  III.  dies  August  19,  aged  sev- 
enty-eight. He  had  reigned  fifty-lhree  years.  No 
emperor's  reign  had  been  longer,  but  it  had  not  been 
the  most  glorious. 


MAXIMILIAN. 
FORTIETH  EMPeROR. 


About  the  time  of  Maximilian's  coming  to  the 
empire.Europc  began  to  wear  a  very  different  aspect. 
The  Venetians  at  length  opposed  themselves  as  a  bul- 
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wark  against  the  Turics,  who  already  poss«ss«<l  a 
very  large  territory.  The  Venetians  still  kept  Cyprus. 
Candia,  a  part  of  Greece  and  o£  Dalmatia:  they 
extended  their  sovereignty  in  Italy;  but  the  town  of 
Venice  alone  was  wortli  more  than  all  their  other 
dominions;  the  gold  of  the  world  flowing  in  upon 
them  through  the  channels  of  oommerce. 

The  popes  were  become  sovereigns  of  Rome,  but 
sovereigns  extremely  confined  in  this  capital ;  and 
most  of  the  territories  which  had  been  formerly 
given  them,  and  which  had  been  always  disputed, 
were  lost  by  them. 

The  house  of  Gonzaga  possessed  Mantua,  a  town 
belonging  to  the  countess  Mathilda,  and  a  fief  of 
the  empire  which  the  holy  sec  never  possessed. 
Parma  and  Placentia,  which  now  belonged  to  them, 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  Sforzas,  dukes  of  Milan. 
Ferrara  and  Modena  were  ruled  by  the  house  of 
Esle ;  Bologna  belonged  to  the  Bcntivoglio ;  Perusia 
to  the  Baloni ;  Ravenna  to  the  Polentini ;  Florence 
to  the  Manfred) ;  Immola  and  Forli  to  the  Rimario ; 
almost  all  the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter,  and  tliat  coun- 
try which  is  called  Romagna,  was  possessed  by  par- 
ticular sovereigns,  the  most  of  whom  easily  obtained 
charters  as  vicars  of  the  empire. 

The  Sforzas  had  not.  during  6fte«n  years,  con- 
descended to  take  this  title.  Florence  had  a  much 
finer,  that  of  Free,  under  the  direction,  though  not 
in  the  power,  of  the  Medicis. 

The  states  of  Savoy,  as  yet  very  much  oppressed. 
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standing  in  need  of  both  money  and  coramcrcc,  were 
then  much  less  considerable  than  the  Swiss. 

If  from  the  Alps  we  lake  a  view  of  France,  we 
shall  find  it  begin  again  to  flourish.  Its  members, 
that  had  been  so  long  divided,  reunite  and  form  a 
powerful  body.  The  marriage  of  Anne  of  Brittany 
with  Charles  VTII.  completed  the  strengthening  of 
this  kingdom,  which  had  received  some  considerable 
improvements  under  Louis  XI.  bv  the  acquisition  of 
Burgundy  and  Provence.  Since  the  decline  of  the 
race  of  Charlemagne,  she  had  but  little  influence  in 
the  affairs  of  Eurojie. 

Spain,  as  yet  more  unhappy  than  she  had  been 
for  some  seven  hundred  years,  at  this  time  began  to 
revive.  Isabella  and  Ferdinand,  after  having  driven 
the  Moors  out  of  the  kingdom  of  Granada,  extended 
their  views  to  Naples  and  Sicily. 

Portugal  was  employed  in  an  enterprise  of  glory 
unheard  of  till  that  time ;  ehe  began  to  open  a  new 
channel  of  commerce  to  mankind,  by  teaching  a  pas- 
sage to  the  Indies  by  sea.  Here  are  the  sources  of 
all  the  great  events  that  have  since  actuated  all 
Europe. 

1494  —  The  Turks  under  Bajazet  cease  not  as  yet 

to  be  terrible,  though  les&  so  than  under  Mahomet. 

They  make  incursions  into  Hungary  and  some  part 

of  the  Austrian  dominions;    but  these  are  only  a 

few  scattered  billows,  that  after  the  mighty  storm 

contend  on  the  surface.    Maximilian  goes  to  secure 

Croatia  and  Carniola. 
Vol.  3>— 9 
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He  marries  at  Innsbruck  ihe  niece  of  Louis 
Sforza,  otherwise  called  Louis  the  Moor,  the 
usurper  of  Milan,  who  had  poisoned  his  pupil,  the 
natural  heir.  This  was  not  the  only  house  where 
crimes  had  tlie  sanction  of  nobility.  Money  only 
constitutcd  this  match,  \taximilian  weds  Blanche 
of  Sforza  at  once,  and  gives  tTie  investiture  of  the 
Milanese  to  Louis  the  Moor,  which  Germany 
resents. 

At  the  same  time  Louis  the  Moor  calls  also  Charles 
VHI.  into  Italy,  and  ^ves  him  money.  A  duke  of 
Milan  keeps  at  the  same  time  in  pay  an  emperor  and 
a  king  of  France.  He  deceives  them  both:  he 
believes  that  he  may  divide  the  conquest  of  Naples 
with  Charks  VJII,,  and  while  Charles  VTIl.  is  in 
Italy,  intends  thai  the  emperor  shall  invade  France. 
The  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century  is  famous  for 
the  deepest  intrigues  and  the  blackest  treacheries. 
It  was  Uie  crisis  of  Europe,  but  above  all  of  Italy, 
where  many  petty  princes  endeavored  to  gain  by 
their  crimes  what  they  wanted  in  power. 

1495 — .A  new  imperial  chamber  established  at 
Frankfort,  of  which  the  count  dc  HohenzollerD,  the 
eldest  of  the  house  of  Brandenburg-,  is  first  president. 
It  was  the  same  chamber  which  was  afterwards 
transferred  to  Worms,  to  Nuremberg.  .A.ugsburg, 
Ratisbon,  and  at  length  to  Wctzlar,  where  some 
processes  were  determined,  which  had  subsisted 
since  its  foundation. 

Wiirtemberg  erected  into  a  duchy.    A  great  dis- 
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pute,  to  determine  whether  the  duchy  of  Lorraine 
be  a  tief  of  the  empire.  Duke  Reignier  does  hom- 
age, and  takes  an  oath  of  fidelity  as  duke  of  Lorraine 
and  Bar;  at  the  same  time  protesting,  that  he  did  it 
only  in  consideration  of  holding  certain  fiefs.  Which 
ought  to  weigli  moat,  bis  homage  or  iiis  protesta- 
tion? 

While  Charles  VIIL.  called  into  Italy  by  Louis 
the  Moor,  and  by  Pope  Alexander  IV.,  rapidly  con- 
quers all  before  hiin,  and  makes  himself  master  of 
all  the  kingdom  of  Naples  by  means  of  a  bastard  of 
the  house  of  Aragon,  this  same  Louis  the  Moor, 
and  the  same  Pope  Alexander  IV.,  league  with 
Maximilian  and  the  Venetians  to  drive  him  out. 
Charles  chooses  to  wait  for  them,  appearing  to  be 
very  formidable,  though  in  reality  not  so. 

1496 — Maximilian  goes  into  haly,  whence 
Charles  VUI.  is  driven  out.  There  he  found  what 
has  been  always  seen  there,  a  strong  hatred  against 
the  French  and  Germans,  defiance  and  divisions 
between  the  several  powers :  but  what  is  most  to 
b«  remarked  is,  that  he  arrived  there  too  weakly 
attended.  He  had  but  a  thousand  horse  with  him, 
and  four  or  five  thousand  infantry :  he  looked  rather 
like  the  pensioner  of  Louis :  he  wrote  to  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  the  marquis  of  Sahizzo,  and  to  the  duke  of 
Modena,  by  llieir  presence  to  assist  at  his  coronation 
at  Pavia,  which  all  these  lords  refuse.  Everything 
concurs  to  show  him  that  he  came  too  indifferently 
attended,  and  that  Italy  believed  itself  independent. 
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is  it  tiie  entperor's  fault  if  he  has  so  little  credit 
in  Italy?  It  appears  not.  The  princes  aod  diets  of 
Germany  furnish  him  scarcely  any  subsidies,  He 
draws  but  little  assistance  from  their  teiritories.  The 
Low  Countries  belong  not  to  Maximilian,  but  to  his 
son.    The  voyage  to  Italy  was  ruinous. 

1497  —  The  feudal  right  is  always  the  occasion  of 
troubles.  A  diet  at  Wonns  having  ordered  a  slight 
tax  for  the  service  of  the  empire,  the  Frieslanders 
refuse  to  pay  it.  They  always  pretend  that  they  are 
not  a  fief  of  the  empire.  Maximilian  sends  the  duke 
of  Saxony,  in  quality  of  governor,  to  reduce  the 
Frieslanders,  a  people  poor  and  very  fcmd  of  their 
liberties,  descended  of  the  ancient  Saxons  at  Xeast, 
part  of  whom  had  fought  Charlemagne.  They 
defend  themselves,  but  not  so  successfully  as  the 
Swiss. 

141)8  —  Charles  VIII.  dies,  and,  in  spite  of  his 
associations,  in  spite  of  treaties,  Maximilian  makes 
an  irruption  on  the  side  of  Burgundy,  a  fruitless 
irniption,  after  which  they  :^in  enter  Into  new 
treaties.  Maximilian  persists  to  reclaim  all  the 
succession  of  Mary  of  Burgundy  for  his  son,  Philip 
V  Beau. 

I^uts  XII.  gives  up  many  places  to  this  young 
prince,  who  pays  homage  to  the  chancellor  of  I'rance 
at  Arras,  for  Charolais,  Artois,  and  also  Flanders, 
and  they  mutually  agree  to  submit  tlieir  pretensions 
on  the  duchy  of  Burgundy  to  the  decision  of  the 
Parliament  of  Paris. 
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"Maximitia.n  treats  with  the  Swiss,  who  are  looked 
upon  as  invincible,  in  their  own  territories. 

The  ten  unite<I  cantons  form  a  league  with  the 
Grisons.  Maximilian  hopes  lo  regain  tlicm  by  mild- 
ness. He  writes  Ihcm  a  soothing  letter.  The  Swiss 
in  their  assembly  at  Zurich  cry  out  that  no  con- 
fidence is  to  be  placed  in  Maximilian. 

1499 — The  Au.strians  attack  the  Grisons.  The 
Swiss  defeat  the  Anslrians,  and  support  not  only 
their  own  liberty,  but  that  of  tlicir  allies.  The  .\us- 
trians  are  again  beaten  in  three  battles.  The 
emperor  at  length  makes  peace  with  the  ten  can- 
tons as  with  a  free  people. 

1500  —  The  imperial  towns  of  Basel,  Schaffhau- 
scn,  and  AppcnzcU  join  the  Swiss  union,  which  is 
Jjomposcd  of  the  thirteen  cantons. 

The  aulic  council,  projected  about  this  time  by 
''Maximilian.  Tliis  is  an  image  of  the  ancient  tri- 
bunal which  formerly  accompanied  the  emperor. 
This  chamber  is  approved  by  the  states  of  the  empire 
in  the  Diet  of  Augsburg.  It  is  pennitted  to  carry 
causes  thither,  as  well  as  to  the  imperial  chamber; 
but  the  aulic  council,  having  more  power,  causes 
hs  decrees  lo  be  better  executed,  and  becomes  one  of 
the  greatest  supports  of  the  imperial  power.  The 
form  of  this  chamber  was  not  quite  settled  till  the 
rear  1512. 

The  empire  is  divided  into  six  circles,  in  which  the 
electoral  territories  are  comprised  as  well  as  the  rest 
of  the  empire ;   though  this  regulation  had  not  yet 


'34 


Annals  of  the  Empire. 


sufficient  force  tit)  twelve  years  after  the  Diet  of 
Cologne. 

Charles  V.,  bom  in  the  town  of  Ghent  Febniary 
24,  being  St.  Matthias*  day.  Wc  have  remarked  this, 
l>ccausc  the  day  was  always  favorable  to  him.  They 
forthwith  give  him  the  title  of  duke  of  Luxemburg. 

Fortime  begins  to  declare  the  very  same  year  in 
favor  of  this  child.  Don  Michael,  the  infant  of 
Spain,  dies,  and  the  infanta  Johanna,  mother  to 
the  young  prince,  becomes  presumptive  heir  to  that 
monarchy. 

About  this  time  the  new  world  was  discovered,  the 
fruits  of  which  discovery  diaries  V.  was  one  day  to 
reap. 

1501  —  Maximilian  had  been  the  vassal  of  France 
for  part  of  the  succession  of  Burgundy.  Louis  XIL 
demands  chat  he  should  be  the  same  for  the  Milanese. 
He  comes  from  conquering  that  province  under 
Lxiuis  the  Moor,  uncle  and  feudatory  of  the  emperor, 
without  Maximilian's  appearing  in  the  least  dis- 
turbed at  the  fate  of  a  country  so  dear  to  all  his  pre- 
decessors. 

Louis  XII.  had  also  conquered  and  divided  the 
kingdoms  of  Naples,  with  Ferdinand,  king  of  Ara- 
gon,  without  Maximilian's  appearing  any  more  dis- 
turbed. 

Maximilian  promises  the  investiture  of  Milan, 
upon  condition  that  Madame  Claudia,  daughter  of 
Louis  Xn.  and  of  .Anne  of  llrittany,  should  marrj- 
the  young  duke  Charles  of  Luxemburg.    He  intends 
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declaring  the  Milanese  a  feminine  fief.  Tliere  are 
certainly,  by  nature,  neither  feminine  fiefs  nor  mas- 
culine. Whether  a  daughter  shall  or  shall  not 
inherit,  all  that  depends  upon  custom  imperceptibljr 
established. 

LouU  XII.  ought  certainly  to  regard  the  Milanese 
as  a  feminine  fief  in  effect,  because  he  had  no  other 
pretensions  to  it  than  in  the  right  of  a  grandmother, 
Valentia  Visconti.  It  was  Maximilian'*  intention 
that  the  Milanese  and  Brittany  should  one  day  pass 
to  his  grandson,  in  which  case  Louis  XII.  had  nei- 
ther conquered  nor  married  but  for  the  advantage 
of  the  house  of  Austria. 

Tlie  archduke  Philip  and  his  wife.  Johanna, 
daughter  to  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  caused  them- 
selves to  be  acknowledged  heirs  to  the  kingdom  of 
Spain.  Philip  there  lakes  the  title  of  prince  of 
Asturias.  Maximilian  sees  nothing  but  real  gran- 
deur for  his  posterity,  and  has  scarcely  anything 
for  himself  but  titles ;  for  he  lias  but  the  shadow  of 
power  in  Italy,  and  of  precedency  in  Gennany.  He 
could  carr>-  his  smallest  designs  into  execution  only 
by  policy. 

1503  —  He  endeavors  ineffectually  to  make  Aus- 
tria an  electorate.  Tlic  electors  continue  to  meet 
for  two  whole  years  to  support  their  privileges.  The 
extinction  of  the  great  liefs  tn  Germany  awakens 
the  attention  of  the  German  princes.  The  popes 
begin  to  form  a  temporal  power,  and  Maximilian 
permits  it. 


'3^ 


AnnaU  of  che  Empire. 


Urbino,  Camarino,  and  some  other  t«Titori«s  are 
forced  from  their  new  masters  by  one  of  Pope  Alex- 
ander VI.'s  bastards.  That  is  ihc  famous  Qcsar 
Borgia, a  deacon.an  archbishop,  and  a  secular  prince. 
He  employs  more  art  in  gelling  possession  of  seven 
or  eight  small  lowns  than  the  Alexanders,  the  Gcn- 
ghises,  and  the  Tamerlancs  had  shown  in  tlie  con- 
quest of  Asia.  His  father,  the  pope,  and  himself 
thrive  by  the  bowl  and  dag^r;  and  the  good  king 
Loiiis  XIl.  had  been  a  long  time  in  alliance  with 
these  two  blood-stained  men.  because  he  stood  in 
iKed  of  them.  As  for  the  empcitn-,  he  seemed 
entirely  to  have  forgotten  Italy. 

The  town  of  Liibcck  declares  war  against  Den- 
mark. Lubcck  seemed  to  be  endeavoring  at  being  in 
the  north  what  Venice  was  in  the  .Adriatic,  and  the 
troubles  that  reigned  in  Sweden  and  Denmark  pre- 
vented its  being  cruslied. 

1504  —  The  quarrels  of  Denmark  and  Sweden 
have  nothing  to  say  to  the  history  of  the  empire; 
but  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  Swedes 
having  chosen  a  governor,  of  whom  King  John  of 
Denmark  not  approving,  he  condemned  the  senators 
of  Sweden  as  rebels  and  traitors  and  remitted  their 
sentence  to  the  emperor  for  him  to  confirm  it. 

This  King  John  Iiad  been  elected  king  of  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  and  Norway;  notwithstanding 
which,  there  was  a  necessity  for  an  emperor  whose 
power  was  very  weak,  to  approve  and  confirm  his 
seulencc.    This  very  King  John,  though  with  llirce 
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crowns,  had  very  littk  power  himself,  especially  in 
Sweden,  from  whence  he  had  been  driven  out.  But 
this  kind  of  difference,  uf  which  from  time  to  time 
we  ace  examples,  marks  sufficiently  the  respect 
always  paid  to  the  empire,  it  was  always  addressed 
when  there  seemed  to  be  a  necessity  for  it,  as  the 
holy  see  was  often  solicited  to  strengthen  uncenain 
right*.  Maximilian  nevertheless  failed  not  to  pro- 
cure a  proper  respect  to  be  paid  to  the  rescripts  of 
that  authority,  which  they  attributed  to  htm.  He 
commanded  the  states  of  Sweden  to  obey,  threaten- 
ing' that  he  would  otherwise  proceed  a^nst  them 
according  to  the  rights  of  the  empire. 

This  year  a  civil  war  sprang;  up  between  a  branch 
of  the  palatine  and  the  possessors  of  the  house  of 
Bavaria.  Tlic  branch  of  the  palatinate  is  at  last 
condemned  in  Oie  Diet  of  Augsburg.  Yet  this  does 
not  make  the  war  the  less.  Unhappy  constitution  of 
a  state,  where  the  laws  are  without  force!  The 
branch  of  the  palatine  loses  in  this  war  more  than 
one  territory. 

A  treaty  of  a  very  singular  nature  is  concluded 
at  Blois,  between  the  ambassadors  of  Maximilian 
and  his  son  Philip  on  the  one  part,  and  the 
cardinal  d'Amboise  in  the  name  of  Louis  XII..  on 
the  other. 

This  treaty  confirms  the  alli.incc  with  the  house 
of  Austria,  by  which  Louis  XIT.  should  be  in  reality 
invested  with  the  duchy  of  Milan.  But  by  which, 
if  Louis  XII.  should  break  the  marriage  of  Madvne 
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Claudia  with  the  archduke  Charles  of  Luxembarg. 
tlie  latter  prince  should  have  ihe  duchy  of  Bui^ndy. 
the  Milanese,  and  tlie  county  of  Asti.  by  way  of 
reparation :  on  the  other  hand,  should  the  treaty  be 
broken  on  the  side  of  Maximilian,  or  of  Philip, 
prince  of  Spain,  father  to  the  young  archduke,  the 
home  of  Austria  should  not  only  quit  his  pretensions 
on  the  duchy  of  Burgundy,  but  also  on  Artois, 
Cliarolats,  and  other  territories.  It  is  scarcely 
credible  that  such  a  treaty  was  serious.  If 
Louis  Xtl,  should  marrj'  tltc  princess,  he  must  lose 
Brittany;  if  he  broke  the  marriage,  he  was  to  lose 
Burgundy.  Nothing  else  can  be  said  in  excuse  of 
such  promises  than  that  there  was  no  intention  of 
keeping  them.  This  was  exchanging  imprudence 
for  ignominy. 

1505  —  Isabella,  queen  of  Castile,  dies,  and  by  her 
will  disinherits  her  kinsman.  Philip,  father  of 
Charles  of  Luxemburg;  and  Charles  is  not  to 
reign  till  the  age  of  twenty.  Tliis  was  in  order  to 
preserve  the  kingdom  of  Castile  to  her  husband, 
Ferdinand  of  Aragon. 

The  mother  of  Qiartes  of  Luxemburg,  Johantia, 
daughter  of  Isal]ella,  heiress  of  Castile,  was,  as  it 
is  well  known,  called  Johanna  the  Foolish.  She 
well  deserved  the  title.  An  ambassador  of  Aragon 
comes  to  Brussels,  and  engages  her  to  sign  her 
mother's  will. 

1506 — An  iigrennent  between  Ferdinand  of  Ara- 
gon and  Philip.     The  latter  consents  to  reign  in 
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common  with  his  wife  and  Ferdinand.  In  all  public 
acts  the  name  of  Ferdinand  was  put  first;  after  it 
that  of  Johanna  and  that  of  Philip  —  a  sure  way  to 
confound  three  persons,  as  will  appear  in  the  sequel. 

The  »ut«  of  France,  in  concert  with  Louis  XII. 
and  the  cardinal  d'Amboisc,  oppose  the  treaty, 
which  gives  Madame  Claudia  and  Brittany  to  the 
house  of  Austria.  They  marry  her  to  the  presump- 
tive heir  of  the  crown,  Gaunt  d'Angxrtilonc,  after- 
rds   Francis  I.     Charles  VIII.   had  gotten  the 

I'e  of  Maximilian,  Francis  I.,  the  wife  of 
Charles  V. 

While  so  many  treaties  were  being  made  on  this 
side  the  Alps;  while  Philip  and  Johanna  were  gone 
into  Spain,  and  Maximilian  kept  fair  on  all  sides,  at 
the  same  time  not  getting  the  inheritance  of  Hun- 
gary out  of  his  eye.  the  popes  pursued  their  new 
design  of  establishing  a  great  sovereignty  by  force 
of  arms.  Exconununications  were  weapons  too 
much  used.  Pope  Alexander  VI.  had  begun.  Julius 
II.  finished  it.  He  ukcs  Bologna  from  the  Benii- 
voglios,  and  Louis  Xlt.,  or  rather  the  cardinal 
d'Amboise,  assists  him  therein. 

He  had  already  reunited  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  the 
territory  which  Cs-tar  Borgia  had  taken  for  himself. 
In  effect  Alexander  VI.  fought  for  his  son,  but 
Julius  II.  conquered  for  the  see  of  Rome. 

The  titular  king  of  Spain,  Philip,  dies  at  Burgos. 
On  his  death-bed  he  appoints  Louis  XII.  guardian 
of  his  son  Charles.    This  act  was  based  on  the 
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hatred  he  liad  for  his  step-father  Fcrdin&nd.  And. 
ID  spite  of  their  disagrreemcnt  an  account  of  Madame 
Oaudia'j  marriage,  he  looked  on  Louis  XII.  to  be 
a  much  honester  man  than  Ferdinand  the  Catholic. 
A  mighty  retigiunist,  but  a  niosi  perfidious  monarch ! 
who  lud  deceived  the  whole  world,  but  above  alt  his 
parcnLi,  and  more  {rarticularty  his  kinsman. 

1507  —  A   strange  affair!    The    Low   Countries' 
refuse  to  acknowledge  the  emperor  Maximilian  for 
regent,  during  the  minority  of  Charles.    They  sayj 
that  Charles  was  a  Frenchman,  because  he  was  bora 
at  Ghent,  Uie  capital  of  Flanders,  during  the  time 
titat  his  father  paid  homage  to  the  king  of  France. 
Under  this  pretext,  the  seventeen  provinces  gov- 
erned tlieinsclvcs  for  eighteen  months,  without  Max- 
imilian's being  able  to  remedy  the  insulL    There  was] 
no   conquered   country   more   free   thaji  the    Low] 
Countries  at  tliis  day;    England  had  not  obtained 
nearly  so  much  liberty. 

1508  —  A  war  against  the  members  of  the  house 
of  Guelders,  wlio  had  l>ecn  long  since  driven  {rom 
their  dominions,  part  of  which  having  been  recov- 
ered, they  incessantly  struggled  for  the  rest,  obliges 
the  states  at  last  to  cede  the  regency  to  Maximilian, 
and  Margaret  of  Austria,  his  favorite  daughter  ij, 
declared  governess. 

Maximilian  intends  to  try  if  he  can  recover  some 
credit  in  Italy,  by  getting  himself  crowned  at  Rome. 
The  enterprise  was  difficult.  The  Venetians,  now 
become  more  powerful  than  ever,  haughtily  declare 
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they  would  oppose  his  pr<:^rcss  in  Italy,  if  too 
strongly  attended.  The  governor  of  Milan  for  Louis 
XII..  joins  Ihc  Venetians.  Pope  Julius  II.  tells 
him  that  he  gives  him  the  title  of  emperor,  but  that 
he  docs  not  advise  him  10  go  to  Rome. 

He  advances  towards  Verona,  in  spile  of  titc 
Venetians,  who  had  not  sufficiently  guarded  the 
passes.  Here  they  keep  their  word  with  him.  and 
force  him  to  retire  to  Innsbruck. 

The  famous  Venetian  general,  Alviano,  entirely 
defeats  the  emperor's  little  army  near  the  Trentin. 
The  Venetians  possess  themselves  of  almost  this 
whole  province,  and  their  fleet  takes  Trieste,  capital 
of  Istria.  and  other  towns.  Alviano  enters  Venice 
in  tritimph. 

Maximilian  then,  as  a  last  resource,  sends  a 
circular  letter  to  all  the  states  of  the  empire,  enjoin- 
ing them  to  give  him  the  title  of  Roman  Emperor 
elected;  a  title  which  his  successors  have  ever  since 
taken  at  their  accession.  Custom  heretofore  had 
given  the  name  of  emperor  to  those  only  who  were 
crowned  at  Rome. 

1509 — The  empire  at  that  time  had  no  footing  in 
Italy,  where  there  were  no  more  than  two  great 
powers,  and  many  smalt  ones.  Louis  XII.  on  the 
one  side,  master  of  the  Milanese  and  of  Genoa,  who 
having  a  free  communication  by  Provence,  threat- 
ened the  kingdom  of  Naples,  heretofore  imprudently 
divided  with  Ferdinand  of  Aragon.  who  took  every- 
thing lo  himself  with  that  perfidy  which  is  usuaHy 
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called  policy.  The  other  new  power  was  Venice, 
the  rampan  of  Christianity  against  the  infidels;  a 
ranipart  broken  indeed  in  a  hundred  places,  yet 
still  making  some  resistance  by  the  towns  that 
remained  to  them  in  Greece,  by  the  isles  of  Candia, 
Cyprus,  and  Dalmatia.  Besides,  she  was  not  always 
at  war  with  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  gained  more 
by  her  commerce  with  the  Turks  than  she  tost  by  her 
possessions. 

Her  dominions  on  the  earth  began  to  be  some* 
thing.  She  )iad  seized  on  Faenza,  Rimini,  Ceseno, 
some  territories  belonging  to  Ferrara,  and  the  ducfay 
of  Urbino,  after  the  death  of  Alexander  VI.  They 
possessed  Ravenna,  and  justified  most  of  these 
acquisitions,  because,  that  having  assisted  the  houses 
dispossessed  by  Alexander  VI.  in  the  recovery  of 
their  dominions,  these  territories  were  awarded  to , 
them  as  their  recompense.  The  Venetians  had  for 
a  long  time  possessed  Padua.  Verona,  Viccnza,  the 
marquisatc  of  Trevisa,  and  Frionia.  They  had  near  , 
the  Milanese.  Brcssia,  ami  Bergamo.  Francis 
Sforza  had  given  them  Crema,  Louis  XII.  had  ceded 
to  them  Cremona  and  Guiara  d'Adda. 

All  this  did  not  compo.se  in  Italy  a  state  so  very 
formidable,  that  Europe  should  fear  the  Venetians 
as  conquerors.  The  real  power  of  Venice  was  in 
St.  Mark's  treasury*.  It  was  there  they  had  where- 
with to  retain  an  emperor  and  a  king  of  France. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1509.  Louis  XII.  marches 
against  his  old  allies  the  Venetians,  at  the  head  of 
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fifteen  thousand  horse,  twvlve  thousand  Fretich 
infantry,  and  eight  thousand  Swiss.  The  emperor 
advances  a^inst  them  on  llie  side  of  Istrta  and 
Friuli.  Julius  II.,  the  first  warlike  pope,  enters  the 
towns  of  Romagna  at  the  head  of  ten  thousand  men. 

Ferdinand  of  Aragon,  as  king  of  Naples,  declares 
also  against  the  Venetians,  because  that  they  held 
some  ports  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  on  account  of 
some  money  which  they  had  formeriy  lent  on  them. 

The  King  of  Hungary  also  declares  against  them 
in  hopes  of  having  Dalmatia.  The  duke  of  Savoy 
having  some  pretensions  on  the  kingdom  of  Cyprus, 
gives  also  a  helping  hand  to  the  enterprise.  The 
duke  of  Ferrara,  a  vassal  of  the  holy  see,  also  joins 
in  it.  In  fine,  so  far  from  attacking  the  great  Turk, 
the  whole  continent  of  Europe  joins  at  once  to 
oppress  the  Venetians. 

Pope  Julius  n.  was  the  first  promoter  of  this 
singular  league,  of  the  strong  against  the  weak,  so 
well  known  by  the  name  of  the  League  of  Cambray. 
And  he  who  would  have  shut  strangers  out  of  Italy 
forever,  floods  the  whole  country  with  them. 

Louis  XII.  has  the  misfortune  to  beat  the  Vene- 
tians conipletcly,  in  the  battle  of  Guiara  d'Adda. 
This  was  not  very  difficult.  The  mercenary  soldiers 
of  Venice  could  hold  out  against  the  other  sover- 
eigns of  Italy,  but  not  against  the  French  gen- 
darmes. The  misfortune  of  Louis  XII.  in  beating 
the  Venetians  was,  that  he  labored  for  the  emperor. 
Master  as  he  was  of  Genoa  and   Italy,  no  more 
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remained  to  prevent  the  Germans  ever  entering 
Italy,  than  for  him  to  have  joined  the  Venetians. 

The  fear  of  the  power  of  Venice  was  badly 
founded.  Venice  was  only  rich,  and  they  must  shut 
their  e>-e«  ool  lo  sec  that  the  new  channels  of  com- 
merce by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  an<]  the  American 
seas,  would  finish  the  sources  of  the  Venetian 
power.  Louis  XII.  had  received  from  Maximilian 
one  hundred  thousand  golden  crowns  for  joining 
this  league,  without  which  the  emperor  could  not 
possibly  have  marched  towards  the  Alps. 

Jane  14,  1509.  the  emperor  gives  the  investiture 
of  the  Milanese  to  Cardinal  d'Amboise.  who  receives 
it  for  Louis  Xll.,  in  the  town  of  Trent.  The 
emperor  not  only  gives  this  duchy  to  the  king,  but 
in  default  of  his  issue  to  Count  d'AngouIeme, 
Francis  I.    This  was  the  price  of  the  ruin  of  Venice. 

Maximilian  received  for  this  grant  sixty  thousand 
golden  crowns.  Thus,  for  three  ages  past,  had 
everyttiing  been  sold.  Louis  Xll.  might  have 
employed  this  money  to  settle  himself  in  Italy ;  and 
ha  returns  to  France,  after  having  reduced  Venice 
almost  to  her  islands. 

The  emperor  then  advances  on  the  side  of  Friult, 
and  reaps  all  the  fruits  of  the  French  victory.  But 
Venice,  during  tlic  absence  of  Louis  XII..  acquires 
new  courage,  and  her  money  procures  her  new 
armies.  She  forces  the  emperor  to  raise  the  siege 
of  Padua,  and,  by  giving  up  everything  that  he  aslcs. 
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concludes  a  treaty  with  the  promoter  of  the  league, 
Juliua  ir. 

The  principal  design  of  Julius  II.  was  to  drive  the 
Barbarians  out  of  Italy,  and  rid  it  at  once  of  the 
French  and  the  Germans.  The  popes  had  formerly 
called  in  these  nations  to  support  him,  one  against 
the  other,  and  vice  versa.  Julius,  by  repairing  the 
faults  of  his  predecessors,  by  dcliverinff  Italy,  and 
strengthening  himself,  sought  an  immortal  name. 
Maximilian  refuses  to  aid  Julius  in  driving  out  the 
]*  renal. 

[510 — Julius  I!,  at  length  makes  his  own  use  of 
the  Swiss,  whom  he  arouses  against  Louis  XII..  as 
also  old  Ferdinand,  king  nf  .\ragon  and  of  Naples. 
He  endeavors  to  procure  a  peace  between  the 
emperor  and  Venice;  and.  at  the  same  time,  devises 
the  seizing  of  Ferrara,  Bologna,  Ravenna,  Parma, 
and  Placemia. 

A  great  diet  is  held  at  Augsburg,  in  tlie  midst  of 
so  many  different  interests,  Here  they  debate 
whether  Maximilian  shall  give  peace  to  Venice. 
Here  they  confirm  the  liberty  of  the  town  of  Ham- 
burg, which  had  been  long  disputed  by  Denmark. 

Nfaximilian  and  Louis  XII.  arc  again  united,  that 
is  to  say,  Louis  XII.  assists  the  emperor  in  pursuing 
the  Venetians,  and  the  emperor  does  not  in  the  least 
contribute  to  preserve  to  Louis,  Milan  and  Genoa, 
whence  the  pope  endeavors  to  drive  him  out. 

Julitis  11.  at  length  gives  the  investiture  of  Naples 
10  Ferdinand,   king  of   Aragon,   though  he   had 
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promised  it  to  Louis  XII.  Ferdinand,  already  sos- 
ler  of  Naples,  stood  in  no  need  of  this  ceren«myi 
but  then  it  cost  htm  seven  thouMod  crowns  rent, 
whereas  fonncrly  forty-ctght  tboasand  used  to  lx_ 
paid  to  the  holy  see. 

[511  — Julius  11.  declares  war  against  the  kingi 
France,  who  begins  to  liave  very  little  power 
Italy.  This  warlike  pope  intends  the  conquest  of 
Ferrara,  belonging  to  Alphonso  d'Este,  an  ally  of 
France.  He  takes  Mirandola  and  Concordia  in  his 
march,  and  gives  them  to  the  house  of  Mirandola, 
but  as  fiefs  of  the  holy  see.  These  are  but  trivial 
wars;  but  certainly  Julius  II.  had  more  policy  ihaa 
his  predecessors;  since  he  found  the  an  of  making 
them  in  some  measure  profitable,  while  all  the  vic- 
tories of  the  French  were  of  very  Utile  service 
them,  since  they  could  not  enable  them  to  curb 
enterprises  of  the  pope. 

Julius  n.  gives  up  Modena,  of  which  he  had  been 
some  time  possessed,  to  the  emperor;  and  he  only 
parts  with  it  for  fear  (hat  the  troops  which  the 
king  of  France  had  in  the  Milanese  should  have 
besieged  it 

1513  — The  pope  at  len^  prevails  on  MaximiltarT 
secretly  to  sign  a  treaty  with  King  Ferdinand  and 
him  against  France.     These  are  fruits  that  Louis 
XII.  gathers  from  his  league  of  Cambray,  and  so 
much  nicncy  given  to  the  emperor. 

Julius  11..  who  intended  chasing  the  Barbarians_ 
out  of  Italy,  instead  of  it  introduces,  all  at  once. 


Maximiiralh. 


<47 


Smss,  the  Aragonese,  and  the  Gemiaus.  Ga&ton 
de  Foix,  neph«w  to  Louis  XII.,  governor  of  Milan, 
a  young  prince,  who  acquires  great  glory  and 
reputation,  by  supporting  liiinsclf  with  a  very  small 
army,  defeats  tlie  allies  at  the  battle  of  Ravenna, 
but  is  killed  in  the  victory,  and.  by  that  means,  the 
fruits  of  it  are  lost.  Such,  almost  always  has  been 
the  fate  of  the  French  in  Italy.  They  lose  the 
Milanese  after  that  famous  battle  of  Ravenna, 
which,  at  another  time,  had  given  them  the  empire 
of  Italy.  Pavia  is  almost  the  only  place  that  remains 
lo  them. 

The  Swiu  who.  excited  by  the  pope,  had  made 
a  band  of  this  resolution,  receive  from  his  holiness, 
imleid  of  money,  the  titles  of  Defenders  of  the 
Holy  See. 

Maximilian,  In  the  meantime,  continues  the  war 
against  the  VetKtians ;  but  these  rich  republicans 
make  a  good  defence,  and  daily  repair  their  former 
losses. 

The  emperor  and  the  pope  incessantly  treat.  And 
it  is  m  this  very  year  that  Maximilian  offers  himself 
to  the  pope,  lo  accept  him  as  coadjutor  in  the  popc- 
<ioat.  He  sees  oo  other  way  of  re-establisliing  the 
imperial  dignity  in  Italy,  and.  from  Uiis  view,  he 
sometimes  assumes  the  title  of  Pontifcx  Maximus, 
in  imitation  of  the  Roman  emperors.  His  being  a 
layman  was  no  exclusion  from  the  papacy,  it  being 
jusli6ed  by  the  example  of  Amadeus  of  Savoy.  The 
pope  having  disappointed  htm  in  his  views  of  being 
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coadjutor  to  him.  Maximilian  begins  to  devise  the 
succeeding  him ;  ior  which  purpose  he  gains  some 
cardinals,  and  endeavors  to  borrow  money  to  pur- 
chase the  remaining  voics  at  the  death  of  Julius, 
which  he  imagines  very  near.  His  famous  letter  to 
the  archduchess  Margaret,  his  daughter,  is  a  testi- 
mony of  this,  the  original  being  still  to  be  seen. 

The  investiture  of  the  duchy  of  Milan,  which 
three  years  before  had  cost  I-ouis  XTT.  one  hundred 
and  sixty  thousand  golden  crowns,  is  given  to  Maxi- 
milian Sforza,  at  a  much  easier  rate  —  to  the  son  of 
that  Louis  the  Moor,  whom  Louis  XII.  had  kept 
so  harshly,  yet  so  justly,  in  prison.  The  same  Swiss 
who  had  betrayed  Louis  the  Moor  to  Louis  XIL, 
brings  his  son  back  in  triumph  to  Milan. 

Pope  Julius  II.  dies,  after  having  laid  the  certain 
foundation  of  the  pope's  temporal  grandeur;  but  as 
for  his  spiritual,  it  daily  diminishes.  The  temporal 
grandeur  might  lave  formed  the  equilibrium  of 
Italy:  yet  it  has  not.  The  reason  of  this  is  the 
weakness  of  a  sacerdotal  government  and  the  nep- 
otism. 

1513— A  war  breaks  out  between  Denmark  and 
the  Hanae  towns,  Lubcck,  Dantzte,  Wismar,  and 
Riga,  There  were  many  examples  of  this  kind,  which 
we  shall  not  see  in  these  days.  The  towns  are 
beaten,  and  the  princes  get  the  better  in  almost  all 
parts  of  Europe ;  so  very  hard  is  it  to  preserve  true 
liberty ! 

Leo  X.,  less  warlike  than  Julius,  but  not  less 
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enterprising,  more  cunning  but  less  capable,  forms 
a  league  against  Loui»  XIl.,  with  the  emperor, 
with  Henry  VIIL,  king  of  England,  and  old  Ferdi- 
nand of  Aragon.  This  league  was  concluded  at 
Mechlin  on  April  5,  by  the  care  of  Uiai  Margaret  o£ 
Austria,  govorness  of  the  Low  CountrieG,  who  had 
made  the  league  of  Cambray. 

The  emperor  was  to  possess  himself  of  Bur^^ady, 
the  pope  of  Provence,  the  king  of  England  of  Nor- 
mandy, the  king  of  Aragoii  of  Guicnne.  This  last 
had  lately  usurped  Navarre  from  John  d'AIbret,  by 
means  of  a  papal  bull,  seconded  by  an  aniiy.  Thus 
do  the  popes,  always  weak,  give  kingdoms  to  the 
strongest.  Thus  rapaciousncss  always  acts  by  the 
hands  of  religion.  Louis  XII.  at  length  unites  with 
those  very  Venetians  he  had  before  so  imprudently 
lost.  The  papal  league  is  broken  almost  as  soon  as 
formed.  Maximilian  only  gets  some  money  from 
Henry  VIIL  It  was  all  that  he  wanted.  What 
weakness !  what  knavery  I  what  cruelty  I  what 
inconstancy  I  what  rapacity  is  manifested  in  all  these 
great  aiTairs! 

Louis  Xn.  vainly  attempts  to  recover  the  Milan- 
ese. La  Trimouille  marches  tliither  with  a  few 
troops.  He  is  defeated  at  Novara  by  i1k  Swiss, 
Uld  begins  to  be  doubtful  whether  (he  Swiss  do  not 
intend  to  take  Milan  themselves.  Milan  and  Geooa, 
as  welt  as  Naples,  arc  lost  to  France. 

The  Venetians,  who  formerly  had  in  Louis  XU. 
a  terrible  and  imprttdent  enemy,  have  now  only  a 
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useless  ally  in  him.  The  Spaniards  of  Naples 
declare  against  them,  and  beat  their  fantous  general 
Alviano,  as  Louis  Xll.  iud  before  beaten  them. 
Henry  VIII.  of  England  is  the  only  one  of  all  the 
princes  who  signed  the  league  of  Mechlin  against 
France,  that  keeps  his  word.  He  embarks  with  the 
preparations  and  hope  of  an  Edward  III.,  or  an 
Henry  V. 

Maximilian,  who  had  promised  him  an  army, 
follows  the  king  of  England  as  a  voltmteer,  and 
Henry  VIII.  gives  one  hundred  crowns  a  day.  as 
pay,  to  that  successor  of  the  Desars,  who  would 
have  set  himiiclf  up  for  pope.  He  is  present  at  that 
victory  which  Henry  gains  in  the  new  battle  of 
Guincgate,  called  the  Hattic  of  the  Spurs,  being  the 
veiy  same  place  in  which  he  himself  had  won  a 
battle  in  his  youth. 

Maximilian  is  afterwards  paid  a  very  considerable 
sum.  He  receives  two  hundred  thousand  crowns  to 
make  war  in  reality.  France,  thus  attacked  by  a 
young  and  powerful  king,  was  certainly,  after  the 
loss  of  her  men  and  money  in  Italy,  in  imminent 
danger. 

Maximilian,  nevertheless,  with  part  of  Henry's 
money,  procures  the  Swiss  to  attack  Burgundy. 
Ulric.  duke  of  Wtirtembcrg,  here  leads  the  German 
cavalry.  Dijon  is  besieged.  Louis  Xfl.  loses  Bur- 
gundy, after  the  Milanese,  all  by  the  hands  of  the 
Swiss.  Nor  can  La  Trimouille  oblige  them  to  retire, 
without  promising  them,  in  the  name  of  his  matter. 
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four  hundred  thous-ind  crowns.  Wliat  are  th«  vicis- 
situdes of  this  world  1  what  may  we  not  hope  for, 
what  have  we  not  to  fear!  since  wc  sec  the  Swiss, 
their  hands  still  reeking  with  blood,  shed  in  defence 
of  their  liberty  against  the  house  of  Austria,  now 
anning  in  defence  of  that  house,  and  even  the  Hoi- 
landers  preparing  to  do  the  same. 

1514  —  Maximilian,  seconded  by  the  Spaniards, 
continues  the  war  against  the  Venetians.  This  was 
all  that  remained  of  the  old  league  of  Cambray,  the 
principle  and  object  of  which  were  now  changed ; 
and  the  French,  who  had  been  formerly  the  heroes, 
were  at  length  become  the  victims  of  it. 

Louis  XII.,  driven  out  of  Italy,  menaced  by  Fer- 
dinand of  Aragon,  beaten  and  abused  by  his  sub- 
jects, vanquished  by  Henry  VIIL.  of  England,  who 
revives  the  claims  of  his  ancestors  upon  France,  has 
no  other  resource  than  that  of  marrying  Mary,  sister 
of  Henry  VIII.,  for  his  second  wife. 

This  very  Mary  had  been  promised  to  Charles  of 
Luxemburg.  It  seems  to  have  been  the  luck  of 
France  to  carry  off  all  the  women  promised  to  the 
house  ot  Austria. 

1515 — The  great  point  at  which  Maximilian 
always  aims,  is  establishing  his  house.  He  con- 
cludes a  marriage  between  Louis,  prince  of  Hun- 
gary and  Bohemia,  and  his  granddaughter,  Mary 
of  Austria,  as  well  as  between  the  princess  Ann  of 
Hungary,  and  one  of  his  grandsons,   Charles  or 
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Ferdinand,  who  were  afterwards  »uccessively 
emperors. 

This  is  the  6rsl  contract  whereby  a  girl  is  prom- 
ised to  either  one  husband  or  ajiothcr,  as  her  parenu 
shall  think  proper.  Maximilian  does  not  forget  to 
mention,  in  this  contract,  that  his  bouse  shall  inherit 
Hungar>',  according  to  the  ancient  conventions 
between  the  houses  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia. 
Nevertheless,  these  two  kingdoms  liave  been  always 
elective,  whicli  does  not  at  all  agree  with  conven- 
tions of  this  nature,  because  the  votes  of  the  nation 
are  necessary  to  support  the  Austrian  authority. 

Qiarles  being  declared  of  age  at  fifteen,  pays 
liomage  to  the  king  of  France.  Francis  I.,  for  Flan- 
ders, ttie  Artois,  and  Cliarulais.  Henry  of  Kassau 
takes  the  oath  of  fidelity  in  the  name  of  Charles, 

Anotlivr  new  marriage  is  proposed  for  the  arch* 
duke  Charles,  Francis  I.  promised  hiiii  Madame 
Raignier,  his  atcp-sistcr;  but  thi^  appearance  of 
union  covers  an  insatiable  discord. 

Ilitf  duchy  of  Milan  is  still  the  object  of  the  ambi- 
tion of  Francis  1.,  as  it  had  liccn  of  Ijouis  XII.  He 
also,  like  his  predecessor,  begins  by  an  alliance  with 
lUe  Venetians,  and  buys  victories. 

After  the  battle  of  Marignan,  lie  takes  all  the 
Milanese  in  one  campaign.  Alaximilian  Sforza 
retires  to  live  privately  in  France,  upon  a  pension  of 
tJiirly  thousand  crowns.  Francis  I.  obliges  Pope 
Leo  X.  to  give  up  Tamia  and  I'lacentia.  He  nukes 
him  promise  to  surrender  Modcna  and  Reggio  to 
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the  duke  of  Fcrrani.  He  concludes  a  peace  with 
the  Swiss,  whom  he  had  defeated,  and  thus  in  one 
campaign  becomes  arbitrator  of  Italy.  Thus  the 
l*'rench  always  begin. 

Ferdinand  tlic  Catholic,  Wng  of  Aragon,  grand- 
father to  Charles  V.,  dies  Januar>-  23,  after  having 
prepared  much  glory  for  his  grandson,  whom  he 
vcrj-  little  regarded. 

The  success  of  Francis  I.  revives  Maximilian.  He 
raises  troops  in  Germany,  with  the  money  which 
Ferdinand  had  sent  him  before  his  death:  for  the 
states  of  the  empire  never  furnished  him  with  any 
money  to  carry  on  the  quarrels  in  Italy.  At  length 
Leo  X.  breaks  the  treaties  which  he  had  been  forced 
to  make  with  Francis  T.,  pays  no  regard  to  any  of 
his  promises;  neither  does  he  surrender  Modena, 
Reggio,  Parma,  nor  Placcntia;  so  mudi  had  the 
popes  always  at  heart  the  great  tiesign  of  keeping 
strangers  out  of  Italy;  of  making  (hem  destroy  one 
another ;  and  of  aajuiring,  by  that  expedient,  a 
right  over  the  Italian  liberty,  of  which  they  were 
the  avengers:  glorious  design,  worthy  of  ancient 
Rome  to  attempt,  not  in  the  power  of  modem  Rome 
to  accomplish. 

The  emperor  Masctmilian  descends  by  the  Tren- 
tine,  besieges  Milan  with  fifteen  thousand  Svnss; 
but  this  prince,  who  was  always  raising  money,  and 
always  wanting  it,  not  paying  his  Swiss  rx^ularly, 
they  mutinied.  The  emperor,  fearing  to  be  stopped 
by  them,  secures  himself  by  flight    Here  then  you 
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see  the  last  e6fort9  of  the  famous  League  of  Cam- 
bray,  which  had  stripped  Louis  XIL,  and  obliged 
an  emperor  to  fiy,  for  fear  of  being  imprisoned  by 
his  hirelings. 

He  proposes  to  Henrj-  VIII..  king  of  England,  to 
cede  him  the  empire  and  the  duchy  of  Milan,  merely 
with  a  view  of  extorting  money  from  him;  a  cir- 
ctrnistance  almost  incredible,  had  it  not  been  auested 
by  letter  under  Henry's  hand. 

Another  marriage  is  again  sti|}ulate<l  with  the 
archduke  Charles,  now  king  of  Spain.  Never  had 
a  prince  been  promised  to  so  many  wives  without 
having  gotten  one.  Francis  I.  gives  htm  his  daugh- 
ter Louisa,  aged  one  year. 

This  marriage,  which  turned  out  no  better  than 
the  others,  is  stipulated  in  the  Treaty  of  Noyon. 
This  treaty  directs,  (hat  Charles  shall  do  justice  to 
the  house  of  Navarre,  stripped  by  Ferdinand  the 
Catholic;  and  that  he  should  engage  the  emperor 
his  grandfather,  to  make  peace  with  the  Venetians. 
This  treaty  is  no  better  executed  than  the  marriage, 
although  it  should  have  brought  into  the  emperor's 
treasury  two  hundred  thousand  ducats,  which  the 
Venetians  were  to  have  paid  him.  Francis  I.  was 
also  to  give  Charles  one  hundred  thousand  crowns 
a  year,  until  he  had  full  possession  of  the  kingdom 
of  Spain.  Nothing  is  more  trifling  nor  more  whim- 
sical. One  would  imagine  them  gamesters 
endeavoring  to  deceive  each  other. 

Immediately  after  this  treaty  llie  emperor  makes 
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juother  with  his  grandson  Charles,  and  the  king  of 
England  against  France. 

1517  —  Charles  passes  into  Spain.  He  is 
acknowledged  king  of  Castile,  jointly  with  Johanna 
his  mother. 

1518 — Pope  Leo  X.  has  two  great  projects  on 
the  anvil;  that  of  arming  the  Christian  princes 
against  the  Turks,  who  were  now  become  more 
formidable  than  ever,  under  Sultan  Selini  II.,  con- 
queror of  Egypt ;  the  other  was  to  embellish  Rome, 
and  finish  the  basilica  of  St.  Peter,  begun  by  Julius 
II.,  and  absolutely  one  of  the  finest  monuments  of 
architecture  ever  made  by  men. 

He  thought  it  would  be  allowed  him  to  drain  the 
money  of  Christianity  by  the  sale  of  indulgences. 
These  indulgences  were  originally  exemptions  from 
certain  imposts,  granted  either  by  the  emperors,  or 
by  the  governors  to  certain  countries  that  had  been 
oppressed. 

The  popes,  and  also  some  bishops,  had  applied 
these  temporal  indulgences  to  spiritual  affairs,  bttt 
in  a  very  contrary  manner. 

The  indulgences  of  the  emperors  were  cxcmptioos 
of  the  people,  those  of  the  popes  were  taxes  on  them ; 
much  more  so  since  the  belief  of  purgatory  had 
become  generally  established,  and  that  the  vulgar, 
who  are,  in  every  country,  at  least  eighteen  out  of 
twenty,  ted  into  a  persuasion,  that  by  obtaining 
a  bit  of  paper  at  a  very  trifling  price,  they  buy  off 
years  of  punishment,    A  public  sale  of  this  kind  is 


156 


Annals  of  the  Empire. 


one  of  those  ridiculous  affairs,  which  people  of  the 
least  sense  in  these  times  never  think  of.  But  then 
one  ought  no  more  to  be  surprised  at  it,  than  the 
people  of  the  East  to  see  the  Bouses  and  Talapoins 
sell  a  remission  of  all  sin  for  a  sixth  port  of  a 
farthing. 

There  are  evcnr-whcre  ofBces  of  indulgence,  where 
they  arc  leased  out  as  the  rights  of  entries  and  exits. 
Most  of  these  ofBccs  were  held  in  houses  of  enter- 
tainment. The  preacher,  the  farmer,  the  distributor, 
were  all  gainers.  Hitherto  all  was  carried  on  very 
peaceably.  In  Germany  the  Augustincs.  who  bad 
been  long  in  possession  of  the  fanning  of  these 
follies,  became  jealous  of  the  Dominicans,  to  whom 
this  liberty  was  granted,  and  this  was  the  first  part 
of  the  quarrel  that  inflamed  all  Europe. 

Tliis  revolution  was  begun  by  ihc  son  of  a  black- 
smith, bom  at  Eisleben.  This  was  Martin  Luther, 
an  Augustine  monk,  employed  by  his  superiors  to 
preach  against  a  merchandise  which  they  had  no 
longer  the  vending  of.  Tlie  quarrel  was  at  first 
between  the  Augustines  and  the  Dominicans ;  but 
Lolher.  after  having  decried  indulgences,  began  to 
examine  into  the  power  of  him  who  granted  them 
to  Christians.  A  comer  of  the  veil  was  here  lifted 
up.  The  people,  once  spirited,  began  to  judge  that 
which  they  adored.  Luther  is  openly  protected  by 
Frederick,  the  old  elector  of  Saxony,  sumamed 
the  Wise,  he  who,  after  the  death  of  Maximilian, 
had  the  courage  to  refuse  the  empire.    The  doctrittc 
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of  this  monk  waa  as  yet  neither  6rni  nor  confined. 
'lie  contented  himself,  in  the  beginning,  with  saying 
that  the  commtmion  ought  to  be  administered  in 
common  bread  and  wine :  that  sin  remained  in  the 
infant  after  baptism:  that  auricular  confession  was 
really  u&eless:  iliat  neitlier  popes  nor  councils  could 
make  articles  of  faith ;  tliat  purgatory  could  not  be 
proved  by  the  canonical  books :  tliat  monastic  vows 
were  an  abuse;  and  tliat  all  princes  ought  to  unite 
in  abolishing  the  mendicant  friars. 

Duke  Frederick,  elector  of  Saxony,  as  we  have 
already  said,  was  the  protector  of  Luther  atid  of  bis 
doctrine.  It  is  reported  that  this  prince  had  suffi- 
cient religion  to  constitute  a  Christian;  sufBctent 
reason  to  see  the  abuses  of  it ;  and  a  strong  desire 
to  reform  ihem — perhaps  much  rather  with  a  view 
of  dividing  the  immense  wealtli  which  the  clerg)' 
possessed  in  Saxony.  He  did  not  imagine  then  that 
he  laboretl  for  his  enemies,  and  that  the  rich  arch- 
duchy of  Magdeburg  would  fall  to  the  house  of 
Brandenburg,  already  become  his  rival. 

1519— While  Luther,  cited  to  the  Diet  at  Augs- 
burg, withdraws  himself,  after  having  made  hU 
appearance,  summons  a  future  council,  and  prepares 
without  knowing  it.  one  of  the  greatest  rc\-olutions 
that  ever  was  made  in  the  Christian  church,  since 
the  extinction  of  Paganism;  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian, who  had  been  already  forgotten,  dies  at 
Innsbruck  on  January  12,  of  a  surfeit  of  melons. 

There  being  an  interregnnm  to  Oct,  i,  1530,  the 
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E  OS  SfBM.  pSK  M  far  ISC'  HIpCflB  CILMIL.  CltfacT 
or  (be  odicT  lad  it  io  fab  power  ao  rernrc  at 
of  die  RoHHB  &i(iic.  The 
fld(faliorfaood  of  the  Tnrfcs.  alrcadjr  bccDoie  very 
forraicbble,  put  the  deoon  undef  the  dangcfotu 
neemiljf  o<  cboostng  a  potssant  aapefor.  Ouis- 
tiiaity  required  Uut  either  Francis  or  Charl« 
•hould  be  dected ;  but  it  was  tbc  interest  of  Pope 
Leo  X.,  that  ncttbcr  ooe  nor  the  otber  should  be  pot 
in  tbc  road  of  being  his  master.  C3urks,  Frasas, 
ihe  great  Turk,  and  Luther,  were  all  of  them  objects 
equally,  al  that  time,  to  influence  the  pt^K  with  (ear. 

Leo.  X.  crosses,  as  much  as  possible,  the  two  corn- 
pctitors.  Seven  great  princes  were,  at  tbc  tnost 
critical  juncture,  to  dispose  of  the  foremost  place  in 
Europe,  and  votes  arc,  nevertheless,  bought.  In  the 
inifUt  nf  these  iiitrigiies.  and  during  this  interreg- 
num, the  ancicni  and  modem  laws  of  Germany  are 
not  without  their  force.  The  Germans  teach  princes 
llial  (Treat  and  iweful  lesson,  of  not  abusing  their 
l>uwer.  The  league  of  Suabia  renders  itself  praise- 
wnrihy  by  making  war  on  Duke  L'lric  of  Wiirtem- 
l*ra,  who  oppressed  his  vassals. 

'litis  IctgiK  of  Suabia  is  really  esUblished  for  the 
imbtlc  good.  It  oUtges  the  duke  to  abandon  bis 
Ifrrltortes,  but  afterwards  sells  them  for  a  scandal* 
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ous  price  lo  Giarles  of  Austria.  Then  everything 
is  done  for  money  !  how  comes  it  thai  Charles,  ready 
to  mount  the  imperial  throne,  thus  plunders  such  a 
h£Misc.  and  purchases,  for  a  very  trifle,  the  estate  of 
another? 

Leo  X.  attempts  govcminsr  despotically  >n  Ttis- 
cany.  The  electors  meet  at  Frankfort.  Can  it  be 
true,  that  tbey  offer  the  imperial  crown  to  Frederick, 
sumamc<I  the  Wise,  elector  of  Saxony,  the  great 
protector  of  Luther?  was  he  solemnly  elected  ?  No. 
In  what  then  consists  his  refusal?  In  this:  that  his 
character  had  made  him  the  object  of  public  election, 
he  having  before  given  his  interest  to  Charles,  and 
his  recommendation  Influencing  the  other  votes. 
Diaries  V.  is  unanimously  elected  on  June  aS,  T519. 


CHARLES   V. 


FORTV-FIRST    EMPEKOR. 

This  year  Is  that  of  tlic  first  capitulation  drawn 
up  for  the  emperor.  It  was  before  this  sufficient 
they  took  an  oath  of  fidelity  at  their  coronation.  An 
oath  void  of  justice  opens  a  passage  to  injustice. 
There  ought  lo  be  a  stronger  bulwark  against  the 
abuse  of  authority  of  a  prince  so  powerftil  in  him- 
self. 

By  this  certain  contract  of  the  sovereign  with  the 
constituents,  the  emperor  promises,  that  if  he  has 
any  estates  to  which  he  shall  appear  not  properly 
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eatitled,  tie  vtill  give  them  up  at  the  lirst  intiniatioa 
o(  the  electors.    This  is  promising  a  great  deal. 

Some  considerable  authors  pretend,  that  they 
swore  him  also  to  a  consiam  residence  in  GcrmaDy : 
but  the  capitulation  expressly  says :  "  that  he  shall 
reside  tliere  as  long  as  he  possibly  can."  To  exact 
a  piece  of  injustice,  gives  too  much  pretext  for 
n^lecting  tlie  execution  of  that  which  is  just. 

The  day  of  the  election  of  Charles  V.  is  marked 
by  a  battle  between  a  bishop  of  Hildesheim  and  a 
duke  of  Bninswick,  in  the  duchy  of  Liiaeburg. 
They  dispute  about  a  fief,  and  in  spite  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Austrtguci,  of  the  imperial  chamber, 
and  the  aulic  council,  in  spite  of  the  authority  of 
the  two  vicars  of  the  empire,  there  arc  bloody 
engagements  almost  daily,  for  the  most  trifling  mat- 
ters, between  the  bishops,  the  princes,  and  the 
barons.  Some  laws,  indeed,  subsisted,  at  that  time, 
in  Germany ;  but  the  coercive,  which  is  the  chief 
power  of  laws,  was  wanting. 

The  news  of  Oiarles's  election  is  carried  to  him 
in  Spain  by  the  elector  palatine.  Hie  grandees  of 
Spain  at  that  time  reckoned  themselves  equal  to 
electors ;  the  peers  of  France  rank  above  them ;  and 
the  canhnats  take  the  right  liand  of  both. 

Spain,  fearing  to  become  a  province  of  the  empire, 
Cfaarks  is  obliged  to  declare  that  kingdom  independ- 
ent. He  goes  to  Germany ;  but  first  makes  a  voyage 
to  England,  even  so  early  to  engage  in  a  league  with 
Henry  VIII.  against  Francis  I.    He  is  crowned  at 
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lix-Ia-Chapelle.  0«.  23.  1520.  At  the  time  o( 
the  accession  of  Cliarles  V.  to  ihe  empire,  Europe 
ioMQsUiIy  assumes  a  new  aspect.  The  Ottoman 
power  fixes  itself  at  Constantinople  on  a  foundation 
not  to  be  overturned. 

The  emperor,  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  and  of 
Spain,  prepares  to  form  a  Ica^e  against  the  Turks. 
The  Venetians,  at  Ihe  same  time,  stand  in  awe  of  the 
sultan  and  emperor. 

Pope  Leo  X.  is  master  of  only  a  trifling  territory, 
and  already  finds  one-half  of  Europe  endeavoring  to 
escape  from  his  spiritual  amhority;  for,  about  the 
year  1530,  from  the  extremity  of  the  North,  all  the 
way  to  France,  the  people  were  revolting  both 
against  the  abuse  of  the  Roman  Churcb,  and  against 
its  laws. 

Francis  I.,  king  of  France,  rather  a  brave  soldier 
than  a  great  prince,  liad  more  desire  than  he  had 
power  to  pull  down  Charles  V.  Had  his  prudence 
and  his  strength  been  equal,  how  could  they  have 
succeeded  against  an  enipemr,  king  of  Spain  and 
Na{des,  sovereign  of  the  Low  Countries,  whose 
frontiers  extended  even  to  the  fjates  of  Amiens,  and 
into  whose  ports  of  Spain  the  treasures  of  a  new- 
found  world  began  already  to  be  poured. 

Henry  V'lll.,  king  of  England,  pretends  at  length 
to  bold  the  balance  between  Charles  V.  and  Francis 
I. —  a  great  example  of  what  the  courage  of  -the 
Bngltsh,  assisted  by  the  riches  of  their  commerce. 
was  able  to  do.     fn  this  review  of  Europe  it  is 
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obs«rvablp  that  Henry  VIII-,  one  of  the  prindpd 
personages,  was  one  of  the  greatest  scourges  ttie 
earth  ever  felt;  absolute  even  to  brutality ;  furioos 
in  his  anger;  barbarous  in  his  amours;  a  murderer 
of  his  wives;  and  a  tyrant  as  capricioos  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  his  kingdom,  as  tn  the  management  of 
relieion:  yet  did  he  die  in  his  bed;  and  Mary  Stu- 
art, who  had  only  a  criminal  vrcakness,  and  Charles 
I.,  wito  could  be  reproached  with  nothing  hut  good- 
ness, died  upon  the  scaffold. 

A  king  still  wickeder  than  Henry  VIII.,  that  is 
Christian  II.,  after  reuniting  to  his  power  Denmark, 
Norway,  and  Sweden,  a  monster  always  stained  with 
blood,  and  sumamed  the  Nero  of  the  North,  yet  at 
last  is  punished  for  all  his  crimes;  although  the 
brother  of  Christian  V.  is  dethroned,  and  dies  in 
prison  in  old  age.  the  object  of  contempt  and  detesta- 
tion. 

Thus  liave  I  drawn,  in  miniature,  the  principal 
Christian  princes  who  made  a  figure  in  Europe, 
when  Charles  V.  took  the  reins  of  the  empire. 

Sciences  flourished  at  that  time  in  Italy  more  than 
ever.  But  she  was  never  more  distant  from  that 
great  end  proposed  by  Julius  H.,  of  driving  the  Bar- 
barians out  of  Italy.  The  European  powers  were 
almost  always  at  war;  but  happily  for  the  people, 
the  little  armies,  which  were  raised  for  a  time, 
returned  afterwards  to  the  cultivation  of  the  earth; 
and  in  the  midst  of  the  most  obstinate  disputeSi 
Europe  had  not  above  onc-Bfth  of  the  soldiers  wt 
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the  now  maintains  in  times  of  profound  peace. 
They  knew  nothing  of  that  continual  and  dreadful 
eflon  which  consumes  the  substance  of  a  govern- 
ment in  always  keeping  on  foot  those  numerous 
armies,  which  in  lime  of  peace  can  only  be  employed 
against  the  people,  and  may  one  day  become  fatal 
to  their  masters. 

The  principal  force  of  the  Christian  armies  con- 
sisted always  in  cavalry :  foot  was  generally 
dcspiscti ;  therefore  the  Germans  called  them  Lands- 
Knechte,  tillers  of  the  earth.  The  janissaries  were 
the  only  formidable  infantry. 

France  almost  always  made  use  of  foreign 
infantry.  Tlie  Swiss  as  yet  made  no  other  use  of 
their  liberty  than  to  sell  their  blood,  and  he  gener- 
ally believed  himself  sure  of  victory  in  whose  army 
there  was  the  gfreatest  number  of  Swiss.  They 
preserved  this  reputation  antil  the  battle  of  Marig- 
oan,  where  Francis  I.  defeated  them  with  his 
cavalry,  when  he  first  attempted  an  invasion  of 
Italy. 

War  began  to  grow  more  an  art  under  Charles  V. 
than  it  had  ever  been  before.  His  great  successes ; 
the  progress  of  science  in  Italy;  the  reformation, 
in  point  of  religion,  of  one-half  of  Europe ;  com- 
merce opened  with  India  by  the  ocean,  and  the  con- 
quests of  Mexico  and  Peru,  will  make  this  age 
eternally  memorable. 

xjai  — A  diet  at  Worms,  famous  for  re-establish- 
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vag  the  imperial  chamber,  which  no  longer  subsistetl 
but  in  name. 

Charles  V.  establi&hes  two  vicars,  not  of  the 
empire,  biit  of  tlic  emperor.  Tlic  vicars  of  the 
empire  are  Saxony  and  Uic  palatine,  whose  decrees 
are  irrevocable.  The  vicars  of  the  emperor  arc  gov- 
ernors accouniable  only  to  the  sovereign.  These 
governors  were  his  brother  Ferdinand,  to  whom  he 
had  given  his  possessions  in  Austria,  the  count 
palatine,  with  twenty-two  assistants. 

This  diet  summons  to  appear  before  them  the 
dukes  of  nninswick  and  of  Liincbui^  on  the  one 
part,  and  the  bishops  of  Hildeshcim  and  of  Minden 
on  the  other,  who  inaintaitied  a  continual  war  on  each 
other.  They  despise  their  decree,  and  are  put  under 
the  ban  of  the  empire,  which  they  also  hold  in  coiW' 
tempt,  persisting  in  mutual  hostility.  The  power  of 
Charles  V.  is  not  yet  sufficiently  strong  to  give  forc« 
to  his  laws.  Two  bishops,  armed  and  reltellious, 
dispose  the  people  very  much,  not  only  against  th« 
Church,  but  its  possessions. 

Luther  comes  to  this  diet  with  a  protection  from 
the  emperor ;  nor  does  he  fear  the  fate  of  John  Huss. 
The  priests  were  not  the  strongest  party  in  this  diet. 
They  confer  with  him ;  but  neither  side  rightly 
understands  iIk  other,  so  that  ihcy  agree  on  nothing, 
and  let  him  return  in  peace  to  Saxony  to  destroy  the 
Roman  religion.  On  May  6,  the  emperor  publishes 
an  edict  against  Luther  in  hts  absence,  enjoining, 
under  pain  of  disobedience,  every  prince  and  sover- 
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cignty  of  the  empire  to  imprison  him  and  his  adher- 
ents. This  procIamaUon  was  levelled  at  tlie  duke  of 
Saxony,  who,  it  was  well  known,  would  not  obey  it. 
But  the  emperor,  who  had  united  witi)  Leo  X. 
against  Francis  I.,  was  willing  to  appear  as  a 
Catholic. 

He  attempts  in  this  diet  to  form  an  alliance 
between  the  empire  and  the  king  of  Denmark,  Chris- 
tian II.,  his  brother-in-law,  assuring  htm  of  succor. 
Scntinieiiis  of  horror  against  tyranny  are  always 
predominant  in  general  assemblies;  the  enthusiasm 
of  virtue  must  communicate  itself,  and  the  cries  of 
nature  will  be  beard.  The  whole  diet  exclaims 
against  an  alliance  with  a  villain,  contamiiialed  with 
the  btood  of  ninety-four  senators  butclicred  before 
his  eyes  by  tlic  common  executioners  in  Stockholm, 
afterwards  delivered  up  to  be  plundered.  It  is  pre- 
tended that  Charles  V.  had  in  view  the  securing  to 
himself  the  three  Northern  crowns,  in  aiding  his 
unworthy  brother. 

The  same  year,  Pope  f-eo  X.,  more  ctinning  per- 
haps than  wise,  and  finding  that  between  Francis  I. 
and  Charies  V.,  he  should  be  only  involved,  makes, 
almost  at  the  same  time,  a  treaty  with  each ;  the 
first  in  1520.  with  Francis  I.,  to  whom  he  promises 
the  kingdom  of  Naples,  reserving  to  hImBcIf  Gacta, 
and  this  by  virtue  of  that  chimerical  law,  that  a 
king  of  Naples  can  never  be  emperor.  His  second 
treaty  was  in  1521  with  Oiarles  V.,  to  drive  the 
French  out  of  Italy,  and  give  the  Milanese  lo  Fran- 
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CIS  Sforu.  z  younger  son  uf  Louis  the  Moor,  and 
above  all,  to  oliuiin  for  the  huly  see  Fcrrara.  of 
which  [hey  always  attempt  to  tieprive  the  house  of 
Estc. 

The  first  hostility  that  engages  the  empire  against 
France,  is  this :  The  duke  of  Bouillon,  Robert  de  la 
Mark,  sovereign  of  the  castle  of  Eooilloo,  solemnly 
declares  war  by  a.  herald  against  Charles  V.  and 
ravages  Luxemburg.  It  is  well  known  that  he  -h-as 
stirred  up  by  Francis  I.,  who  in  public  dented  it. 

Charles,  united  with  Henry  VIII.  and  Pope  Leo 
X.,  makes  war  on  Francis  I.,  on  the  side  of  Picardy, 
and  towards  ihc  Milanese.  In  1520  it  had  been 
already  begun  in  Spain ;  but  Spain  is  but  an  appen- 
dix to  the  annals  of  the  empire. 

Lautrec,  governor  for  the  king  of  France  In  the 
Milanese,  a  very  unfortunate  general,  Iwcause  he  is 
rash  and  imprudent,  is  driven  out  of  Milan,  Pavia, 
Lodi,  Parma,  and  Placentia,  by  Prospero  di  Colonna. 

Leo  X.  dies  on  December  2.  George,  marquis  de 
Malaspina.  attached  to  France,  and  supposed  to 
have  poisoned  the  pope,  is  arrested,  and  clears  him- 
self of  a  crime  it  would  have  been  very  hard  to 
prove.  This  pope  had  twelve  thousand  Swiss  at  his 
command. 

Cardinal  Wolscy,  tyrant  of  Henry  VIIL,  who  was 
the  tyrant  of  England,  lias  a  mind  to  be  pope. 
Charles  V.  dupes  him,  and  manifests  his  power  by 
giving  tlie  papac\-  to  his  preceptor  Adrian,  a  native 
of  Utrecht,  and  then  regent  of  Spain. 
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Adrian  is  elected  on  January  9,  and  preserves  hU 
larac,  notwithstanding  the  established  custom  of  the 
eleventh  century.  The  emperor  absolutely  governs 
the  papacy.  The  old  league  of  the  towns  of  Suabia 
is  confirmed  at  Ulm  for  eleven  years.  The  emperor 
has  some  reason  to  fear  it,  but  he  inclines  to  please 
the  Germans. 

1533  —  Charles  again  repairs  to  England.  He 
receives  at  Windsor  the  order  of  the  garter,  and 
promises  to  marry  his  cousin  Mary,  daughter  to  his 
aunt,  Catherine  of  Aragon,  and  Henry  VIII.,  she 
who  was  afterwards  married  to  his  son  E'hilip.  He 
submits,  by  an  astonishing  clause,  in  ca.5e  he  should 
not  marry  this  princess,  to  forfeit  five  hundred 
thousand  crowns.  This  is  the  fifth  time  of  his  hav* 
ing  been  promised,  without  being  once  married.  He 
divides  France  already  in  imagination  with  Henry 
VHI.,  who  begins  to  think  of  reviving  the  pretension 
of  his  ancestors  on  that  kingdom. 

The  emperor  borrows  money  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land. Here  the  enigma  of  his  forfeiting  five  hun- 
dred thousand  crowns  is  explained.  This  money 
lent  is  to  serve  one  day  as  a  portion,  and  this  singu- 
lar forfeiture  is  required  of  Henry  VHI.  as  a  sort  of 
security.  The  emperor  gives  the  prime  minister, 
Cardinal  Wolsey,  pensions,  which  do  not  recom- 
pense  him  for  the  loss  of  the  papacy.  Why  is  the 
most  powerful  emperor  that  has  been  seen  since  the 
days  of  Charlemagne  obliged,  Maximilian-like,  to 
borrow  money  of  Henry  VHI.  ?    He  makes  war  on 
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Uic  side  of  Uie  Pjrenean  mountain*,  of  Picardy,  and 
in  Italy,  all  at  the  same  time.  Gennany  bears  no 
part  in  his  expense ;  Spain  very  Uttle ;  the  mines  of 
Mexico  furnish  yet  no  rcgfular  prodtioe:  tbc  expen- 
ses of  his  coronation,  and  hi&  first  cfttabUsbmenU  of 
every  kind,  were  immense. 

Charles  V.  is  evcr>'wbere  successful.  Cremona 
and  Lodi  are  all  that  remain  to  Francb  I.  in  the 
Milanese.  Genoa,  which  he  had  hitherto  possessed, 
is  taken  from  him  by  the  Imperialists.  The  empenir 
allows  Francis  Sforza,  the  last  prince  of  that  noe, 
to  enter  Milan. 

But  in  the  meantime  the  Ottoman  power  threatens 
Germany.  The  Ttirks  are  in  Hungary.  SoK-man, 
as  formidable  as  Selim  and  Mahomet  II.  had  been. 
takes  Belgrade,  and  thence  proceeds  to  the  siege  of 
Rhodes,  which  capitulates  in  about  three  months. 

This  year  is  pregnant  with  great  events.  The 
states  of  Denmark  solemnly  depose  tbeir  tyrant 
Christian,  whom  they  look  on  as  a  criminal,  and 
imagine  they  do  him  a  kindness  in  confining  them- 
selves barely  to  deposing  him.  Gustavas  Vasa  ban- 
ishes the  Catholic  religion  in  Sweden.  All  the 
North,  ewn  to  the  Weser,  is  ready  to  follow  this 
example. 

1523 — While  a  controversial  war  threatens  Ger- 
many witli  a  revolution,  and  while  Solyman  menaces 
Christianity  in  Europe,  the  quarrels  between  Charles 
V.  and  Francis  I.  occasion  new  misfortunes  to  Italy 
.and  France. 
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Charles  V.  and  Henry  VIII.,  in  order  to  crush 
Francis  1.,  engage  in  their  cause  the  constable  of 
Bourbon,  who,  excited  by  ambitioa  and  revenge, 
rather  than  by  patriotic  love  of  his  country,  under- 
takes to  cause  a  diversion  in  the  heart  of  France,  as 
soon  as  the  enemies  of  Francis  shall  attack  his  fron- 
tiers. They  promise  him  in  marriage  Eleonor, 
sister  to  Charles  V.,  widow  of  the  Icing  of  Portugal, 
and,  what  is  still  more  es^eniial,  Provence,  with 
other  territories,  whicli  they  are  to  erect  into  a  king- 
dom. 

To  give  the  last  stroke  to  France,  the  emperor 
enters  into  alliance  with  Uie  Venetians,  Pope  Adrian, 
and  the  Florentines.  Duke  Frakncis  Sforza  remains 
possessed  of  Milan,  which  is  wrested  from  Francis  I. 
But  the  emperor  docs  not  yet  acknowledge  Sforza 
to  be  duke  of  Milan:  and  defers  deciding  on  that 
province,  until  he  sliall  become  so  absolutely  master 
of  it,  that  the  French  can  have  no  more  pretension. 

The  imperial  troops  enter  Champagne.  The 
treachery  of  the  constable  of  Bourbon  being  dis- 
covered, he  is  obliged  to  fly,  and  goes  to  command 
for  the  emperor  in  luly. 

In  the  midst  of  these  great  troubles  a  trivial  war 
breaks  out  between  the  electors  of  Trier  and  the 
noblesse  of  Alsace,  which  appears  like  a  small  vortex 
moving  within  a  great  one.  Charles  V.  is  too  much 
engrossed  with  niminating  on  his  vast  designs,  and 
his  variety  of  interests,  to  attend  to  the  pacifying 
these  transitory  quarrels. 
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Qemeot  VII.  succeeds  Adrian  November  39.  He 
was  of  the  house  of  MedicL  His  papac>'  vnll  be 
eternally  remarkable  for  his  unfortunate  connec- 
tions ;  for  that  wcaknc&s  which  at  length  caused  the 
destruction  of  Rome,  sacked  b/  the  army  of  Qiarles 
V. ;  it  will  be  always  distinguished  by  the  loss  of  the 
Florentine  liberty,  and  by  the  irrevocable  defection 
of  England,  torn  from  the  Roman  Church. 

1524  — The  first  step  of  Qement  VII.  is  the  send- 
ing a  legate  to  the  diet  at  Nuremberg,  in  order  to 
engage  Germany  to  arm  against  Solyman.  and  10 
answer  a  writing  entitled  "  The  Hundred  Com- 
plaints against  the  Court  of  Rome."  He  succeeds 
in  neither  one  nor  the  other. 

It  was  not  at  all  extraordinary  that  Adrian,  the 
preceptor,  and  afterwards  the  minuter  of  Charles 
v.,  a  man  bom  with  the  genius  of  a  subaltern, 
should  enter  into  a  league  which  mtist  render  the 
emperor  absolute  master  of  Italy,  and  soon  of  alt 
Europe.  Clement  VII.  had  nevenheless  sufficient 
courage  10  detach  himself  from  this  league,  in  hopes 
to  hold  an  equal  balance- 
There  was  at  that  time  a  man  of  the  same  hmily, 
who  was  indeed  a  great  man.  This  was  John  de 
Medici,  Charles  V.'s  general.  He  commanded  for 
the  emperor  in  Italy,  together  with  the  constable  of 
Bourbon.  It  was  he  that  in  this  year  completed  the 
driving  the  French  out  of  that  tittle  part  of  the 
Milane-ie  which 
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vet  at  BiAgra&sa,  where  the  famous  chevalier  Bayard 
lost  his  life. 

The  Marquis  de  Pescara,  whom  the  French  calL 
Pescaire,  a  noble  rival  to  John  dc  Medici,  marches 
into  Provence  with  the  duke  of  Bourbon :  tiie  latter 
dctemuncs  on  the  siege  of  Marseilles,  in  sfnte  of 
Pescara,  and  the  enterprise  miscarries  1  but  Pro- 
vence is  ravaged. 

Francis  I.,  when  he  ought  to  have  assembled  an 
army,  pursues  the  Imperialists,  who  withdraw:  he 
passes  the  Alps:  he,  to  his  misfortune,  enters  that 
duchy  of  Milan,  which  had  been  so  often  won  and 
lost.  The  house  of  Savoy  was  not  yet  sufficiently 
strong  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  French  arms. 

At  that  time  the  ancient  papal  policy  displayed 
itself:  and  the  fear  which  a  powerful  emperor 
inspired,  makes  Clement  VII.  an  ally  to  Frands  I., 
to  whom  he  offers  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  Francis 
marches  thither  a  large  detachment  of  his  army: 
thus,  by  dividing  his  forces,  he  weakens  himself,  and 
prepares  inevitable  misfortunes  for  himself  and 
Rome. 

1525 — The  king  of  France  besieges  Pavia.  The 
Count  de  Lanoy,  viceroy  of  Naples.  Pescara,  and 
Bourbon,  endeavors  to  raise  the  siege  by  forcing  a 
passage  at  Mirabel  Park,  where  Francis  I.  was 
poiited.  The  French  artillery  alone  put  the  Imperial- 
ists to  the  rout.  The  king  of  France  cn^t  not  to 
have  moved,  and  he  was  beaten.  He  engages  in  the 
pursuit,  and  is  entirely  defeated.    The  Swiss,  who 
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made  u|)  th«  force  of  tus  infaittT>.  abandoocd  him 
and  Hcd,  and  he  was  not  persuaded  of  the  Ul  coote- 
quenceA  of  having  an  entirely  mercenary  body  of 
infantry,  uor  of  having  relied  too  much  on  his  own 
courage,  until  be  fell  a  captive  into  tbc  hands  of  the 
Imperialists,  and  that  of  Bourbon,  whom  be  had 
abused  and  forced  into  rebellion. 

Charles  V.  received  the  news  of  his  excessive  good 
fOTtnne  at  Madrid,  where  be  still  was,  aitd  dis- 
sembled his  joy.  They  send  him  his  prisoner.  He 
then  appears  absolute  master  of  Europe,  and  had 
been  so  effectually,  had  he  pursued  his  fortune  at 
the  head  of  6fty  tliousand  men,  instead  of  remain* 
ing  at  Madrid.  But  his  aucccs&es  raised  him  ene~ 
miea,  and  the  more  so,  since  he,  who  pas»cd  for  one 
of  the  niost  active  princes,  did  not  make  a  proper  use 
of  them. 

Cardinal  Wolsey,  who  was  out  of  humor  with  the 
emperor,  instead  of  persuading  flenry  VIII.,  whom 
he  governed,  to  enter  France,  then  abandoned,  and 
an  easy  prey,  engages  him  to  declare  against  Charles 
v.,  thereby  seizing  that  balance  which  liad  escaped 
the  feeble  hands  of  Clement  VU.  Bourbon,  whom 
Charles  flattered  with  the  hopes  of  a  kingdom,  made 
up  of  I'rovcncc,  iJauphmy.  and  tlic  estate  of  the 
constable,  is  as  yet  no  more  tliaii  governor  of  the 
Milanese. 

One  must  necessarily  believe  that  Charles  V. 
bad  some  secret  weighty  engagements  in  Spain, 
since  at  that  critical  lime  he  neither  entered  France, 
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entirely  open  to  invasion,  nor  Italy,  which  to  him 
might  have  been  an  easy  conquest,  nor  yet  Ger- 
many, where  new  disputes,  and  the  love  of  inde- 
pendency created  fresh  troiihles. 

The  different  sectaries  knew  very  welt  what  they 
would  not  believe,  but  did  not  know  what  they  would 
believe.  All  agreed  in  exclaiming  against  the  abuses 
of  the  court  of  Rome  and  its  church,  and  they  intro- 
duced other  abuses.  Mclancthon  op[x>scs  Luther 
on  some  articles. 

Starch,  a  native  of  Silesia,  goes  farther  than 
Luther  had  done.  He  is  the  founder  of  the  sect 
of  .Anabaptists,  whose  apostle  is  Miinzcr.  They 
both  preach,  sword  in  hand.  Luther  began  with 
engaging  the  princes  in  his  party.  Munrcr  estab- 
lished his  among  the  people  of  the  country,  whom 
he  soothed  and  spirited  with  a  notion  of  equality, 
nature's  primitive  law.  which  had  been  destroyed 
by  force  and  associations.  The  first  fury  of  the 
peasants  displayed  itself  in  Suabia,  where  they  were 
greater  slaves  than  elsewhere.  MCinzer  goes  to 
Thuringia,  and  there,  whilst  he  preaches  equality, 
makes  himself  master  of  Miilhausen.  and.  whilst  he 
preaches  up  disinterestedness,  causes  the  wealth 
of  the  inhabitants  to  be  laid  at  his  feet.  All  the 
peasants  rise  in  Suabia.  Franconia,  in  part  of  Thur- 
ingia, the  Palatinate,  and  Alsace. 

Indeed,  these  sort  of  savages  draw  up  a  mani- 
festo which  a  Lycurgus  would  have  signed.  They 
insist  *'  upon  paying  orly  the  tithes  of  their  corn, 
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which  shatt  be  employed  to  relieve  the  poor;  thaf 
ihey  shall  have  free  liberty  of  water  and  chase; 
that  (hey  shall  be  allowed  wood  to  build  cabins,  to 
defend  them  against  the  cold ;  and  that  their  daily 
labor  shall  be  lessened."  They  lay  claim  to  the 
rights  of  human  nature,  but  they  support  tbera  lik« 
wild  beasts.  They  massacre  all  (be  gentlemen  they 
meet  A  natural  son  of  the  emperor  has  bis  throat 
cut 

It  is  Tcry  remarkable  that  these  peasants  at  last 
s«t  a  gentleman  at  their  bead,  hlce  the  revolted  slaves 
mentioned  in  antiquity,  who.  iinding  themselves 
incapable  of  governing,  chose  for  their  king  the 
only  master  that  had  escaped  the  slaughter. 

They  seize  on  Heilbronn,  Spires,  Wiirzhur^f,  and 
the  countries  round  these  towns. 

Miinzcr  and  Storch  lead  (he  army  in  quality  of 
prophets.  The  old  elector  of  Saxony,  Frederick, 
engages  in  a  bloody  battle  with  them  near  Frank- 
hauscn,  in  the  county  of  Mansfcld.  In  vain  do  the 
two  prophets  sing  canticles  in  the  name  of  the  Lord ; 
these  fanatics  are  entirely  defeated.  Miinzer.  taken 
after  the  battle,  is  condemned  to  lose  his  head;  he 
abjures  his  tenets  before  his  death ;  he  had  been  tK> 
entliusiast ;  he  had  only  conducted  those  that  were; 
but  his  disciple,  Fisser,  condemned  along  with  him, 
dies  fully  persuaded  of  them.  Storch  returns  to 
preach  in  Silesia,  and  sends  disciples  into  Poland. 
The  emperor,  tn  the  meantime,  negotiates  at  his 
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ease  writh  the  Icing  of  l^'rance,  Iiis  prisoner  in 
Madrid. 

1526  —  The  principal  anicles  oi  the  treaty 
whereby  Charles  V,  imposes  laws  upon  Francis  I., 
arc  these: 

The  king  of  France  gives  up  to  the  emperor  the 
duchy  of  Burgundy  and  the  county  of  Charo- 
lais.  He  renounces  his  right  to  sovereignty  upon 
Artois  and  on  Randers;  he  cedes  to  him  Arras. 
Toumay.  Mortagnc,  Si.  Amand,  Lille.  Douay, 
Orchies.  and  Hesdtn ;  he  desists  from  his  preten- 
sions to  the  Two  Sicilies,  the  Milanese,  the  county 
of  Estc,  and  on  Genoa ;  he  promises  no  longer  to 
protect  the  duke  of  Guclders,  whom  he  had  always 
supported  a^inst  this  powerful  emperor,  nor  the 
duke  of  WiJrtembcrg.  who  claimed  his  duchy,  which 
had  been  sold  to  the  house  of  Austria  ;  he  promises 
to  obtifrc  the  heirs  to  the  crown  of  Navarre  to 
renounce  their  rights  to  it ;  he  signs  an  offensive  and 
defensive  league  with  the  conqueror,  who  had 
ravished  from  him  so  many  territories,  and  promises 
to  marry  Eleonor,  his  sister. 

He  is  obliged  to  receive  into  favor  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  to  restore  him  his  estate,  and  to  indem- 
nify not  only  him,  but  alt  his  party. 

Nor  was  this  all;  the  two  eldest  sons  of  this 
king  were  to  be  delivered  up  as  hostages  for  ful- 
filling the  treaty,  which  is  signed  the  14th  of  Jan- 
mry.  While  the  king  of  France  brings  his  two 
eons  to  be  left  captives  in  his  stead.  I.anoy,  viceroy 
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of  Naples,  enters  his  apartments,  booted,  to  make 
him  sign  the  cwntract  of  marriage  with  Eleonor, 
whom  he  liad  never  seen,  and  who  was  then  four 
leagues  olT.    A  strange  way  this  of  taking  a  wife  I 

It  is  afhmied  that  Frnncis  I.  made  a  formal  pro- 
testation against  all  his  prxxnises,  in  the  presence  of 
a  notary,  t>efore  he  si^cd  them.  It  is  difficult  to 
belkve  that  a  notary  of  Madrid  cither  would  or 
could  enter  the  prison  of  a  king  to  witness  such  an 
act. 

The  dauphin  and  the  duke  of  Orleans  are  aent 
into  Spain,  exchanged  for  their  father  on  the  river 
Andoye,  and  carried  into  bondage. 

Charles  might  have  had  Burgundy,  had  he  caused 
it  to  have  been  ceded  before  he  had  released  his 
prisoner.  The  kii^  of  France  exposed  his  two 
diildren  to  the  emperor's  anger  by  not  keeping  his 
word.  There  had  been  a  time  when  such  an 
infringement  would  have  coal  these  two  princes 
their  Uvea. 

Francis  I.  causes  it  to  be  represented  by  the  states 
of  Burgundy,  that  he  cannot  part  with  so  fine  a 
province  of  France.  He  ought  not  then  to  have 
promised  it.  Such  was  the  situation  of  this  king, 
that  every  party  was  sorry  for  him. 

On  May  22,  Francis  I.,  whose  misfortunes  and 
necessities  had  procured  him  many  friends,  signs 
a  league  at  Cognac  with  Pope  Clement  VII.,  the 
king  of  England,  the  Venetians,  the  Ftoretiiioes, 
and  the  Swiss,  against  the  emperor.     This  league 
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is  called  Holy,  because  the  pope  is  at  the  head  of 
it  The  king  thereby  stipulates  to  put  that  very 
duke,  Francis  Sforza,  whom  before  he  would  have 
stripped  of  it,  in  possession  of  the  Milanese.*. 

He  concludes  with  fighting  for  his  old  cnemicg. 
The  emperor  finds  France.  Kngland.  and  Italy,  at 
once  arming  against  his  power,  because  that  power 
itself  was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  prevent  such 
a.  revolution,  and  because  he  remained  idle  at 
Madrid,  when  he  ought  to  have  proceeded  in  mak- 
ing a  proper  use  of  the  \ictories  won  by  his  gen- 
erals. 

During  this  confusion  of  intrigues  and  of  wars, 

the  Imperialists  were  masters  not  only  of  Milan. 

but  of  almost  the  whole  province ;    Frands  Sforsa 

possessing  no  more  than  the  castle  of  Milan.    But 

as  soon  as  ilie  league  is  signed,  tliere  is  a  rising 

in  the  Milanese.    They  take  part  with  their  duke. 

The  Venetians  march  and   take   Lodi    from   llie 

emperor.    The  duke  of  Urbino  enters  the  Milanese 

at  the  head  of  the  pope's  army.    In  spite  of  so  many 

enemies,  the  good  fortune  of  Charles  preserves  Italy 

I  to  hixn  i    he  ought  to  have  lost  it  for  staying  at 

Madrid,  but   it   is  defended    for   him   by  the  old 

Antonio  de  Leva  and  his  other  generals.     Francis  I. 

cannot  march  tnxips    fast  enough    from   his  own 

weakened  kingdom;    the  pope's  army  acts  slowly, 

and   that    of    Venice    faintly.      Frands    Sforza    is 

obliged  to  give  up  his  castte  of  Milan.    A  very  small 

namber  of  Spaniards  and  Gennans,  properly  coro- 
Vol.  3J — t  J 
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mantled  and  accustomed  to  victory,  procure  all  these 
advantages  for  Charles,  at  a  lime  of  his  life  whcr 
he  scarcely  does  anything  himself.  He  remains 
still  at  Madrid;  he  applies  himself  to  the  regulat- 
ing ranks  and  forming  titles;  he  marries  Isabella. 
daughter  to  Emanuel  the  Great,  king  of  Portugal. 
while  the  new  elector  of  Saxony,  John  the  Coostant, 
professes  the  reformed  religion,  abolishing  that  of 
Rome  in  Saxony  ;  while  Philip,  landgra%'e  of  Hesse, 
does  the  same  in  his  dominions;  Frankfort  estab- 
lishes a  Lutheran  senate ;  and  while  a  great  number 
of  Teutonic  Knights,  destined  to  the  defence  of  the 
church,  quit  it  in  order  to  marry  and  appropriate 
to  the  use  of  their  families  the  commanderies  of  the 
order. 

Fifty  of  the  Knights  Templars  had  been  formerly 
burned,  and  the  order  extirpated  for  no  other  reason 
but  because  they  were  rich,  The  Teutonic  order 
was  powerful.  Albert  of  Brandenburg,  who  was 
grand  master  of  it,  divides  Prussia  with  Poland  and 
remains  sovereign  of  that  part  called  diKal  Prussia, 
doing  homage  and  paying  tribute  to  the  king  of 
Poland.     This  revolution  is  commonly  placed    in 

1525- 

Things  being  thus  circumstanced,  the  Lutherans 
haughtily  demand  the  establishment  of  their  relig'- 
ion  in  Germany,  at  the  Diet  of  Spires,  while  Ferdi- 
nand, who  holds  this  diet,  requests  assistance  against 
Solyman.  who  returns  to  the  attack  of  Hungary. 
The  diet  grants  neither  the  liberty  of  religion  nor 
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(he  succors  in  behalf  of  Christianity  against  itie 
Ottomans. 

The  young  Louis,  Icing  of  Hungary  and  Boliemia, 
imagines  he  shall  be  able  alone  to  sustain  the  atuckg 
of  the  Turkish  Empire.  He  hazards  a  battle  with 
So!>-man.  It  was  called  the  battle  of  Mohncs.  from 
the  5eld  on  which  it  was  fought,  not  far  from  Buda. 
It  was  as  dreadful  in  its  consequences  to  the  Chris- 
tians as  the  battle  of  Varna.  Aimost  all  the  noblesse 
of  Hungary  perished  therein.  The  army  is  entirely 
cut  to  pieces,  and  the  king  in  his  fSight  drowned  in 
a  morass.  The  writers  of  those  times  tell  us  that 
Solynun  caused  fifteen  hundred  Hungarian  pris- 
oners, who  were  of  the  noblesse,  to  be  beheaded, 
yet  that  he  wept  at  seeing  the  picture  of  the  unfor- 
tunate King  Louis.  It  is  scarcely  credible  that  a 
man  who,  in  cold  blood,  could  strike  the  heads  off 
fifteen  hundred  noblemen,  should  weep  for  the  death 
of  one.    These  two  facts  are  equally  doubtfuV. 

Solyman  takes  Buda.  and  menaces  the  surround- 
ing countries.  This  misfortune  of  Christianity 
aggrandizes  the  house  of  Austria.  The  archduke 
Ferdinand,  brother  to  Charles  V.,  demands  Hun- 
gary and  Bohemia,  as  estates  which  ought  to  devolve 
to  him  by  family  compacts,  by  way  of  inheritance. 
This  right  of  inheritance  was  reconciled  by  the  right 
of  election  made  by  the  people,  the  one  supporting 
the  other.  The  states  of  Hungary  elect  him  on 
October  26. 

In  the   meantime   another   party   declare   John 
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ZApolya,  count  of  Scepus,  vaivode  of  Transylvania, 
king  in  AJba  Regalts.  Perhaps  no  kingdom  since 
that  Lin>c  was  so  unforttuiat«  as  Mungary.  Ii  was 
almost  always  divided  into  two  {actions  and  over- 
run by  the  Turks.  Ferdinand,  in  the  meantime, 
has  the  good  luck  to  drive  out  hb  rival  in  a  few 
days,  and  to  be  crowned  at  Uuda,  whence  the  Turks 
had  withdrawn  themselves. 

1527  —  On  February  24  Ferdinand  is  elected  king 
of  Hoheniia,  without  any  competitor,  and  he  ac- 
knowledges that  he  holds  the  kingdom  tx  libera  et 
bona  voluniau,  by  the  free  and  good  will  of  those 
who  had  chosen  him. 

Charles  V.  remains  in  Spain,  while  his  house 
acquires  two  kingdoms,  and  his  fortune  in  Italy 
outsoars  his  projects. 

He  pays  but  badly  his  troops  under  the  command 
of  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  and  of  Philibert  dc  Chalons, 
prince  of  Orange.  However,  they  exist  on  rapine, 
to  which  they  give  the  name  of  contribution.  The 
holy  league  was  considerably  disordered.  The  king 
of  France  had  neglected  that  vengeance  which  be 
sought  after,  and  had  not  yet  sent  an  army  beyond 
the  Alps.  The  Venetians  stir  but  little,  the  pope 
Still  less,  and  he  is  reduced  to  raise  very  bad  troops. 
Bourbon  leads  his  soldiers  straight  to  Rome,  which 
he  storms  on  the  27th,  but  is  killed  in  scaling  the 
walls.  However,  the  prince  of  Orange  enters  the 
town.  The  pope  takes  refuge  and  is  made  prisoner 
m  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo.     The  town  is  pillaged 
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and  destroyed,  as  it  had  formerly  been  by  A.laric 
and  by  other  IJarbarians. 

It  is  said  that  the  pillage  aniotinted  to  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  crowns.  Charles,  for  only  re<ii]irmg  lulf 
that  sura  as  its  ransom,  might  have  reigned  in  Rome, 
but  after  the  troops  had  lived  there  for  nine  months 
at  discretion,  he  was  compelled  10  part  with  it.  Hi* 
luck  was  the  same  with  all  others  who  had  sacked 
that  capital. 

There  had  been  too  much  blood  spilt  m  this  dis- 
aster, but  many  soldiers,  who  were  enriched  by  the 
spoil,  remained  inhabitanls  of  the  country,  and  in 
Rome  and  the  neigliborliood  around  it.  in  some 
few  months,  were  reckoned  not  less  than  forty>seven 
hundred  young  women  with  child.  Rome,  that  had 
formerly  been  inliabitcd  by  Goths  and  Vandals,  was 
now  peopled  by  Spaniards  and  Germans;  the  blood 
of  the  Romans  had  been  mixed  with  that  of  a  crowd 
of  strangers  under  the  Cxsars.  At  this  day  there 
is  but  one  single  family  in  Rome  tliat  can  call  itself 
Romun.  No  more  than  the  name  and  ruins  of  tbis 
mistress  o£  the  world  subsist. 

During  the  imprisonment  of  the  pope.  Alphooso 
I.,  duke  of  Ferrara.  from  whom  Julius  11.  had  taken 
Modena  and  Reggio.  recovers  his  possessions,  when 
Oement  VH.  capitulates  in  the  castle  of  St.  Angela 
The  Malatest.is  pcis.iess  themselves  again  of  Rimini. 
The  Venetians,  allies  to  the  pope,  take  Ravenna, 
to  jrtiard  it  for  him,  say  they,  against  the  emperor. 
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The  Fiorenlincs,  shaking  off  the  >T)ke  of  the  Med- 
icis,  set  themselves  at  liberty. 

Fnmcia  I.  and  Henry  VIII..  instead  of  sending 
troops  into  Italy,  send  ambaiisadors  to  the  emperor, 
who  was  then  at  Valladolid.  Forttine.  in  le&s  than 
two  years,  had  put  into  his  hands  Rotne,  the  Milan- 
ese, a  king  of  France,  and  a  pope,  without  his 
making  use  of  these  opportunities. 

Strong:  enough  to  pillage  Rome,  he  was  not  able 
to  keep  it  and  the  old  claim  of  the  emperors,  their 
pretence  on  tlic  dominion  of  Rome  remaining  still 
eclipsed. 

At  length.  Francis  I.  sends  an  army  into  the 
Milanese,  under  that  very  Lautrcr  who  had  before 
lost  it,  leaving  his  two  children  still  in  bondage. 
This  army  once  more  retakes  the  Milanese,  which 
they  had  won  and  lo<t1  in  so  s)iort  a  time.  This 
diversion  and  the  plague,  which  ravage  Rome  and 
the  conquering  army  at  the  same  time,  pave  the  way 
for  the  pope's  deliverance.  Charles  V.,  on  one  side, 
sings  Tc  Dcum  and  makes  processions  in  Spain  for 
this  deliverance  of  the  holy  father,  whom  he  never- 
theless holds  in  captivity:  on  the  other,  he  sells  him 
his  liberty  for  400,000  ducats.  Clement  VII.  lays 
down  100.000  and  makes  his  escape  without  having 
paid  the  rest. 

While  Rome  is  sacked,  and  tlic  pope  ransomed  in 
the  name  of  Charles  V.,  the  protector  of  the  Cath- 
olic faith,  such  sects  as  were  enemies  to  that  relig- 
ion make  new  progrest.    The  sacking  of  Rome  and 
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the  pope's  captivity  give  the  Lutherans  fresh  spirits. 
Mass  is  legally  abolished  at  Strasburg,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  public  dispute.  Ulni.  Augsburg,  and 
many  other  imperial  towns,  declare  iheinselves 
Lutherans.  The  council  of  Benie  admit  the  cause 
of  the  Catholics  and  that  of  the  Sacrament arians, 
disdples  of  Zuinglius,  to  be  pleaded  before  th«m. 
These  sectaries  differ  from  the  Lutherans  princi- 
pally about  the  eucharist.  The  Zuinglians  affirm 
that  God  is  in  the  bread  only  by  fatlh,  and  the 
Lutherans  affirm  that  God  is  with  the  bread,  in 
the  bread,  and  on  the  bread:  but  all  agree  that  the 
bread  exists.  Geneva  and  Gsnstance  follow  the 
example  of  Berne.  The  Zulnglians  are  the  progen- 
ttors  of  Calvinists;  of  people  of  sound  sense,  but 
simple  and  austere.  The  Bohemians,  the  Germans, 
and  the  Swiss  are  those  who  ravaged  one-half  of 
Europe  at  the  siege  of  Rome. 

The  Anabaptists  renew  their  fury,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  from  the  palatinate  tu  Wiirzburg.  They 
are  dispersed  by  the  elector  palatine,  assisted  by  the 
generals  Truchscs  and  Fronslierg. 

1528  —  The  Anabaptists  appear  again  in  Utrecht, 
and  cause  the  archbishop  of  that  town,  who  was  the 
sovereign  of  it.  to  sell  it  to  Charles  V.,  lest  the  duke 
of  Gueldprs  should  make  himself  master  of  it. 

This  duke,  secretly  protected  by  France,  opposes 
Charles  V.,  whom  nothing  could  hitherto  withstand. 
Charles  makes  peace  with  him,  on  condition  that  the 
duchy  of  Gucldcrs  and  the  county  of  ZiJtphcn  should 


184 


Annals  of  the  Empire. 


revert  to  the  house  of  Austria,  tn  case  of  the  dake't 
dying  witliout  male  Issoe. 

The  (quarrels  of  religion  seem  to  demand  the  pres- 
ence of  Charles  in  Gemuny,  while  war  summoos 
him  to  Italy. 

Two  heralds,  Guienne  and  Carencieux,  the  one 
on  the  part  oi  France,  the  other  on  that  of  England, 
declare  war  against  him  at  Madrid.  Francis  I.  had 
no  business  to  declare  it,  because  he  had  already 
done  it  in  the  Milanese,  and  llcnry  Vlli.  still  less, 
because  he  had  not  done  it  at  all. 

It  is  an  idle  fancy  I0  think  that  princes  neither 
act  nor  speak  but  like  politicians.  Tbey  do  both  Ukc 
men.  The  an]>cror  sharply  reproaches  the  king  of 
England,  with  his  intendnl  divorce  from  Catherine 
of  Aragon,  who  was  Charles's  aunt,  and  charges  the 
berald  Qarencieux,  tu  tell  him  that  Cardinal  Wol- 
sey  advised  both  the  divorce  and  the  war,  to  revenge 
himself  for  the  loss  of  the  papacy.  As  to  Francis  I., 
lie  reproaches  him  with  the  breach  of  his  promise, 
and  declares  he  will  light  him  liand  to  hand.  It  is 
true  that  Francis  I.  had  broken  his  word,  but  it  is 
no  less  true  that  to  keep  it  had  been  extremely  dif- 
Gcult. 

Francis  I.  answers  him  in  these  terms:  "  You  lie 
in  your  throat,  and  as  often  as  you  repeat  it,  you  lie. 
.  .  .  Appoint  the  place  of  combat ;  we  shall 
meet  you  properly  prepared."  The  emperor  sends 
a  herald  to  the  king  of  France,  to  notify  the  place  of 
combat,  wlwm  the  king  receives  on  September   10 
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in  Ihe  mow  magnificent  tnanner.  The  herald  would 
have  spoken  before  the  delivery  oi  his  letter,  wherein 
was  ascertained  the  place  of  enga^ment,  but  the 
king  silences  him,  and  will  only  sec  Ihc  letter,  which 
therefore  was  never  produced.  Thus  the  time  of 
two  kings  is  taken  up  with  giving  each  other  the 
lie  by  heralds  at  arms.  There  is  in  this  procedure 
an  air  of  knight-errantrj'  and  ridicule,  very  differ- 
ent from  our  manners. 

During  all  these  bravadoes,  Charles  V.  loses  the 
fruits  of  the  battle  of  Pavia,  of  the  talcing  of  the 
king,  and  the  captivity  of  the  pope.  He  is  also 
near  losing  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  Laatrec  had 
already  seized  upon  Abruzzo  entirely.  The  Vene- 
tians had  possessed  themselves  of  most  of  the  mari- 
time towns  of  that  kingdom.  Tlie  celebrated 
Andrea  Doria,  then  in  the  French  service,  had  with 
the  galleys  of  Genoa  beaten  the  imperial  fleet.  TIk 
emperor,  who  six  months  before  was  master  of  Italy, 
is  near  being  driven  out  of  it,  but  it  is  the  fate  of 
the  French  to  lose  always  in  Italy  what  they  had 
gained. 

The  contagion  reaches  their  army ;  Lautrec  dies. 
Naples  is  evacuated.  Henry,  duke  of  Brunswidc, 
with  a  new  army,  approaches  to  defend  the  Milan- 
ese against  the  French,  and  against  Sforsa. 

Doria,  who  had  contributed  so  much  to  the  success 
of  France,  disgusted  at  Francis  I.,  and  fearing  an 
arrest,  quits  his  scr\'ire  and  passes  over  to  that 
of  the  emparor.  with  his  galleys. 
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The  war  continues  in  the  Milanese,  and  Pope 
Qement  VU.  negotiates  while  he  waits  the  event  of 
it.  It  was  no  longer  a  time  to  excommunicate  ati 
emperor,  or  transfer  his  sceptre  into  other  liands 
by  divine  appointment  This  formerly  might  have 
been  the  case,  had  he  refused  to  lead  the  pope's 
horse  by  the  bridk,  but  the  [xipc.  after  his  imprison- 
ment, after  the  sacking  of  Rome,  inetTcctually  sup- 
ported by  the  French,  fearing  even  the  Venetians, 
his  allies,  witting  to  establish  his  faniily  at  Florence, 
perceiving  besides  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  one<half 
of  Germany,  fallen  from  the  Roman  church,  the 
pope,  I  say,  in  these  extremitieB,  respected  and 
feared  Charles  V.  so  very  much  that,  instead  of 
breaking  the  marriage  between  Henry  VIII.  and 
Catherine,  the  aunt  of  Charles,  he  was  ready  to 
excommunicate  that  very  Henry  VIII.,  his  ally, 
because  Charles  required  it. 

1529  —  Tlie  king  of  England,  a  slave  to  his  pas* 
sions,  bends  his  thoughts  on  nothing  but  being  sep- 
arated from  his  wife,  Catherine  of  Aragon,  a  vir* 
tuous  woman,  by  whom  he  had  a  daughter  some 
years  before,  and  marrying  his  mistress,  Anne  of 
Boleyn.  or  BuUcn. 

Francis  1.  still  leaves  his  two  children  captives  to 
Charles  V.  in  Spain,  and  makes  war  against  him  in 
the  Milanese.  Duke  Francis  Sforza  still  leagued 
with  thai  king,  and  seeks  the  countenance  of  the 
emperor,  willing  to  preserve  his  duchy  by  the  hands 
of  tlie  stronger,  and  fearing  to  lose  it,  cither  by  the 
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one  or  by  the  other.  Germany  is  rent  by  the  Prot- 
estants and  Catholics-  The  suUan  Solyman  prepares 
to  attack  it,  and  Charles  V.  remains  at  Valladolid. 

Old  Amonio  de  Leva,  one  of  the  greatest  gen- 
erals in  his  time,  seventy-three  years  old,  sick  of 
the  gout  and  carried  on  a  litter,  defeats  the  French 
in  the  Milanese,  near  the  frontiers  of  Pavia.  The 
remainder  of  theni  dispMrrsc.  and  quit  a  country  that 
has  been  so  fatal  to  them.  The  pope  still  continues 
to  treat,  and  had  liappily  concluded  his  negotiations 
before  the  French  receive  this  last  stroke.  The 
emperor  treats  the  pope  very  generously:  First,  to 
make  amends  in  the  eyes  of  the  Catholics,  and  in 
truth  he  had  some  need  of  it  for  the  scandal  of  sack- 
ing Rome :  secondly,  to  engag'e  the  pontiff  to  oppose 
the  arms  of  religion  to  the  scandal  that  was  likely 
to  fall  on  his  aunt  at  London  by  making  void  her 
marriage  and  bastardizing  his  cousin  Mary,  that 
very  Mary  to  whom  he  ought  to  have  been  married ; 
and  lhird!>'.  l>ccaiise  the  French  were  not  rooted  out 
of  Italy  when  this  treaty  was  concluded. 

The  emperor  gives  Ravenna.  Pavia,  Modena, 
and  Reggio  to  Pope  Clement  VII.,  leaving  him  at 
liberty  to  pursue  his  pretensions  on  Ferrara.  He 
promises  him  also,  to  give  Tuscany  to  Alexander  de 
Medici.  The  treaty,  so  advantageous  to  the  pope, 
was  ratified  at  Barcelona. 

Immediately  after  he  agrees  to  tcnns  with  Fran- 
cis I.,  who  purchases  his  children  for  two  million 
of  golden  crowns,  paid  down,  and  five  hundred 
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thousand  crowns  to  be  p^^n  by  Francis  to  Henry 
Vlll.,  being  the  sum  forfeited  by  Charles  V.  for  not 
marrying  his  cousin  Mary. 

Francis  had  certainly  nothing  to  say  of  the  debtl ' 
of  Qiarles  V.,  but  he  was  conquered,  and  his  chil- 
dren ought  to  be  redeemed.    Two  and  a  half  milHon 
golden  crowns  certainly  impoverished  France,  but] 
was  Twt  equal  to  the  value  of  Burgundy,  which.' 
remained  to  the  king;   besides,  it  was  so  contrived 
with  the  king  of  England  that  the  forfeit  was  never 
paid. 

France.  Uien   impoverished,  appears  no  longer' 
formidable;   Italy  waits  the  orders  of  llie  emperor; 
the  Venetians  temporize,  while  Germany  fears  the 
Turks,  and  wrangles  about  religion. 

Ferdinand  assembles  a  diet  at  Spires,  where  Luth- 
erans take  the  name  of  Protestants  from  the  pro-] 
testing  of  Saxony,  Hesse,  Liineburg.  Anhalt.  and 
fourteen  towns,  against  the  edict  of  Ferdinand,  and 
appeal  to  a  future  council. 

Ferdinand  leaves  the  Protestants  to  believe  and.] 
act  as  they  please ;  he  did  well.    Sol>Tnan,  who  had 
no  religious  disputes  to  appease,  still  intends  tlie 
crown  of  Hungary  for  John  ^polya,  vaivode  ofi 
Transylvania,  an  opponent  of  Ferdinand,  and  this 
kingdom  was  to  have  become  tributar>'  to  the  Turks. 

SoljTnan  subdues  Hungary,  enters  Au.«ria,  takes 
Altcnburg  by  assault ,  besieges  Vienna  on  September  | 
26,  but  Vienna  is  always  the  stnmbling  binck  of 
the  Turks.    It  is  the  fortune  of  the  house  of  Bavaria 
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to  defend  Austria  in  these  perils.  Philip  the  War- 
like, brother  to  tlie  elector  palatine,  the  last  elector 
of  the  eldest  palatine  branch,  defends  Vienna.  Soly- 
man  raises  the  siege  in  thirty  days,  but  remains 
master  of  Hungarj'.  and  gives  the  investiture  of  it 
to  JohnZapoIya. 

Charles  at  last  quits  Spain,  and  arrives  at  Genoa, 
which,  no  longer  French,  attends  her  fate  from  him. 
He  declares  Genoa  free,  and  a  iicf  of  the  empire. 
He  goes  from  town  to  town  in  triumph,  during  the 
time  that  the  Turks  besiege  Vienna.  Pope  Clement 
VII.  waits  for  him  at  Bologna,  whither  Charles  at 
length  comes  to  receive,  on  his  knees,  the  benedic- 
tion o£  him  whom  he  had  held  captive,  whose 
dominions  he  liad  desolated.  After  having  been 
at  the  pope's  feel  as  a  Catholic,  ht  receives,  as  an 
emperor,  Francis  Sforza,  who  tlirows  himself  at 
his  feet  and  asks  his  pardon.  He  gives  him  the 
investiture  of  the  Milanese  for  one  hundred  thou- 
sand golden  ducats,  paid  down,  and  five  hundred 
thousand  payable  in  ten  years.  He  gives  him  bis 
niece,  the  daughtt;r  of  the  tyrant  Christian  in  mar- 
riage, after  which  he  himself  is  crowned  by  the  pope 
■t  Bologna,  tjke  Frederick  HI.,  he  receives  from 
him  three  crowns,  the  one  of  Germany,  the  other 
of  Lombardy.  and  the  third  of  the  empire.  The 
pope,  in  giving  him  the  sceptre,  addresses  him  thus: 
"  Emperor,  oar  son,  take  this  sceptre,  to  reign  over 
the  people  of  the  empire,  over  whom  we  and  the 
electors  judge  you  worthy  to  command."    In  giving 
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him  the  globe,  he  says  to  him :  "  This  globe  repre- 
•enU  the  world,  which  you  ought  to  govern  widi 
virtue,  religion,  and  con&taDcy."  The  ccrentony 
of  the  glubc  recalls  to  mind  the  iniagc  of  the 
ancient  Roman  Empire,  master  of  the  best  part  o[ 
lh«  known  world,  and  in  some  measure  belonging 
to  Charles  V.,  sovereign  of  Spain.  Italy.  Gerniany. 
and  America. 

Charles  kissei  the  pope's  feet  in  the  time  of  mass, 
but  he  had  no  mate  lo  lead.  The  emperor  and  pope 
cat  in  the  same  state,  each  at  a  table  by  htroself. 

He  promises  to  the  pope's  nephew,  Alexander  de 
Medici,  his  bastard  Margaretta,  with  Tuscany  as 
a  portion. 

By  these  regulations  and  concessions  it  is  evident 
that  Charles  V.  did  not  aspire  at  being  king  of  the 
Christian  continent  as  Charlemagne  had  been.  He 
only  aimed  at  being  the  principal  personage,  at  liav- 
ing  the  chief  influence  there,  and  preserving  his 
right  of  sovereignty  over  Italy.  Had  he  intended 
to  have  ingrossed  ail  to  himself,  he  had  drained 
Spain  of  men  and  money,  to  have  established  him- 
self at  Rome,  and  governed  Lombardy  as  one  of  his 
provinces.  But  this  does  not  do.  for  the  man  he 
had  engrossed,  the  more  he  bad  to  fear. 

1530  —  The  Tuscans,  seeing  tlietr  liberty  sacri- 
ficed by  the  union  between  the  emperor  and  the  pope, 
have  the  courage  to  defend  themselves  against  both, 
but  this  courage  is  useless,  opposed  to  strength. 
Florence  besieged,  surrenders  u[>on  condition. 
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Alexander  dc  Medici  is  received  as  their  sover- 
eign, and  acknowledges  himself  a  vassal  of  the 
empire. 

Charles  V.  disposes  of  principalilieft  like  a  judge 
and  a  master.  He  gives  up  Modena  and  Keggio  to 
the  duke  of  Ferrara,  in  spile  of  the  prayers  of  the 
pope.  He  erects  Mantua  into  a  duchy.  It  was  at 
this  era  he  gave  Malta  to  the  Knights  of  St.  Jolin, 
who  had  lost  Rhodes.  The  donation  bears  date  of 
March  24.  He  makes  them  this  present  as  king  of 
Spain,  and  not  as  emperor.  Kc  avenges  himself  as 
much  as  possible  on  the  Turks,  by  opposing  to  them 
this  bulwark,  which  they  could  never  destroy. 

After  having  tlius  disposed  of  territories,  he  goes 
to  endeavor  to  give  peace  to  Gennany,  but  it  is  much 
harder  to  settle  the  quarrels  of  religion  than  the 
interests  of  princes. 

The  confession  of  Augsburg  was  made  about  tliis 
time,  which  serves  as  a  rule  to  the  Protestants  and 
a  rallying  of  their  party.  This  Diet  of  Augsburg 
began  June  20.  On  June  26  the  Protestants  present 
their  confession  of  faith  in  Latin  and  German. 

Strasburg,  Meiningcn,  Lindau,  and  Constance, 
there  present  their  act  of  separation,  and  call  it, 
"The  confession  of  the  four  towns."  They  were 
Lutheran  like  the  rest,  and  differed  but  in  few  points. 

Zuinglius  aUo  sends  thither  his  confession, 
although  neither  he  nor  the  canton  of  Berne  were 
cither  Lutherans  or  Imperialists. 

Disputes  run  high.    On  September  ^  the  emperor 


[John,  duke  of  Saxony,  Philip,  landgrave  of  Hesse, 
Ithe  duke  of  Wiirtembert'.  (he  prince  of  Anhalt,  the 
■  count  of  Mansfeld,  and  the  towns  of  their  com- 
Imunion. 

1531  —  Francis  I.,  who  caused  the  Lutherans  in 
[bis  own  dominions  to  be  bunied,  promises  to  assist 
'those  of  Germany.  The  emperor  tlien  negotiates 
with  tliem,  The  Anabaptists  only  arc  prosecuted. 
who  had  settled  in  Moravia.  Tlieir  new  apostle, 
Hutter,  wlio  travelled  about  making  proselytes,  is 
taken  at  Tyrol,  and  burned  at  InnsbrSck. 

This  Hutter  preached  neither  sedition  nor  slaugh- 
ter, aR  most  of  his  predecessors  had  done.  He  %vas 
a  man  infatiiated  with  the  simplicity  of  the  prim- 
itive times,  and  would  not  allow  even  his  own 
disciples  to  carry  arms.  He  preached  up  reforma- 
tion and  equality,  and  therefore  they  humcd  him. 

Philip,  landgrave  of  Hesse,  a  prince  worthy  of 
greater  power  and  better  fortune,  is  the  first  who 
undertakes  to  re-unite  the  sects  that  are  separatcth 
from  ihe  Roman,  communion,  a  project  which  has 
been  since  vainly  attempted,  and  would  have  saved 
much  blood  to  Europe.  Martin  Bucer  was  charged, 
in  the  name  of  the  Sacramentarians,  to  reconcile 
them  to  the  Lutherans,  But  Luther  and  Melancthon 
were  inflexible,  and  in  that  shovr  themselves  more ' 
obstinate  than  cunning.  The  princes  and  the  towns 
have  in  view  the  two  objects,  their  religion,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  imperial  power  to  narrower  boimds. 

Had  it  not  been  for  this  last  article,  there  had  been 
Vol.  31 — 13 
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no  civil  war.    The  Protestants  persist  in  refusing 
to  acknowledge  Ferdinand  for  kin^f  of  the  Romans. 

1532  —  The  emperor,  made  uneasy  by  the  Prot- 
estants, and  threatened  by  the  Turks,  stifles  for  some 
lime  the  rising  troubles,  by  granting  to  the  Prot- 
estants all  they  asked  in  the  Diet  held  at  Nuremberg 
in  the  month  of  June,  and  suppressing  all  proceed- 
ings against  them,  gives  them  entire  liberty  even 
to  the  holding  a  oouncil,  nay.  leaves  even  the  rights 
of  his  brother,  Ferdinand,  undecided. 

He  could  not  luve  yielded  more,  but  it  was 
the  Turks  the  Lutherans  owed  this  indulgence. 

The  condescension  of  Charles  encourages  the 
Protestants  to  manifest  their  duty.  They  furnish 
an  army  against  Solyman,  and  raise,  by  way  of 
common  subsidy,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
florins  for  that  service.  The  pope  exerts  himself,  by 
furnishing  six  thousand  men  and  four  million 
crowns.  Charles  draws  troops  oat  of  Flanders  and 
Naples.  NSV  now  see  an  army  of  above  otk  hundred 
thousand  men.  composed  of  nations  different  in  their 
langil^ie  and  education,  yet  animated  with  the  same 
siMrit,  to  march  against  the  comnxm  enemy.  The 
count  palatine.  Philip,  destroys  a  body  of  Turics 
who  liad  advanced  as  far  as  Grati  in  Styria.  The 
flower  of  Solyman's  numerous  army  is  cut  off,  aniJ 
he  is  obliged  to  retreat  to  Constantinople.  Solyman. 
in  spite  of  his  great  reputation,  conducts  this  cam- 
paign with  little  judgment.  He  had  in  truth  taken 
muy  wrong  steps,  bringing  with  him  about  two 
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hundred  thousand  slaves.  This  was  waging  war  like 
a  Tartar,  and  not  like  an  experienced  commander. 

The  emperor  and  his  brother,  after  the  departure 
of  the  Turks,  disband  their  army,  the  greater  part 
of  which  was  auxiliar>'.  and  collected  only  for  the 
present  danger.  But  few  troops  remained  under 
imperial  ensigns.  At  that  time  everything  was  done 
of  a  sudden.  There  was  no  established  fund  for 
the  maintenance  of  an  army  any  long  time,  and  very 
few  designs  were  long  followed.  Seizing  an  oppor- 
tunity was  everything.  Charles  V.  then  made  war 
in  person,  which  others  had  so  long  made  for  him, 
for  till  that  time,  he  had  seen  none  but  the  siege 
of  the  little  town  of  Mouzon,  in  1521,  ever  since 
which  having  met  nothing  but  good  fortune,  he  had 
now  inclined  to  partake  of  the  glory. 

I53i  —  He  returns  into  Spain  by  way  of  Italy, 
leaving  to  his  brother,  the  king  of  the  Romans,  the 
care  of  governing  the  Protestants. 

He  is  no  sooner  in  Spain,  than  his  aunt,  Catherine 
of  Aragon,  is  repudiated  by  the  king  of  England, 
and  her  marriage  annulled  by  Cranmer,  archbishop 
of  Canterbury.  Clement  VII.  could  no  longer 
excuse  himself  from  excommunicaling  Henry  VIII. 

The  Milanese  were  still  nearest  the  heart  of  Fran- 
cis I.  This  prince  seeing  Charles  peaceably  inclined, 
hut  few  troops  in  Lombardy,  and  Francis  Sforza 
without  children,  endeavors  to  draw  ofi  the  latter 
from  the  emperor's  interest.  He  sends  him  secretly 
a  minister  named  Maraviglia,  bom  in  the  Milanese, 
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with  orders  not  to  assume  any  character,  althougfa 
he  gave  him  credential  letters. 

The  subject  of  this  nun's  commi&slon  is  seen  inta 
Sforza,  to  clear  himscU  with  the  emperor,  quarrels 
with  Maraviglia;  a  man  is  killed  in  the  fray,  and 
Sforza  orders  the  tninister's  head  to  be  struck  off, 
nor  is  the  \iing  of  France  able  to  aven^re  it. 

All  that  he  can  do  is  to  secretly  assist  Ulric,  duke 
of  Wiirtcmlierg,  to  re-enter  his  duchy,  and  shake 
off  the  yoke  of  the  house  of  Austria.  This  prince  < 
being  a  Protestant,  expected  his  rc-cstablishmcnt 
from  the  League  of  Smalcald,  and  the  king  of 
France's  assistance. 

Tile  princes  of  the  league  had  .'suflicienl  author- 
ity in  the  Diet  of  Xnremberg  to  have  it  determined 
that  Ferdinand,  king  of  the  Romans,  should  sur- 
render the  duchy  of  VVurtemberg  of  which  he  was 
possessed.  The  I>ict  in  this  acted  conformably  ttt 
the  laws.  The  duke  had  a  sen,  who  certainly  oug^it 
not  to  be  punished  for  the  faults  of  his  father.  Ulric 
had  not  been  guilty  of  treason  against  the  empire,^ 
cnnsequciilly  his  issue  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of 
his  possessions. 

Ferdinand  promises  to  conform  to  the  decree  of 
the  empire,  but  neg-lects  it.  Philip,  landgrave  of 
Hesse  Cassel,  sumamed  very  justly,  the  Magnani- 
mous, takes  the  part  of  the  duke  of  Wiirtembe^. 
He  goes  to  France,  borrows  of  the  king  one  hundred 
tJlousand  golden  crowns,  raises  an  army  of  fiftreo 
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thousand   men,  and   restores   Wurtetiibcrs  to   its 

master. 

Ferdinand  sends  troops  thither  under  the  com- 
mand o£  the  very  count  palatine,  Philip  the  War- 
like, who  had  beaten  the  Turks. 

1534 — Philip  the  Magnanimous,  of  Ltessc,  beats 
Philip  the  Warlike.  Then  the  king  of  the  Romans 
submits  to  a  composition. 

Duke  Ulric  was  re-established,  but  the  duchy  of 
Wiirtcmberg  declared  a  masculine  iicf  of  the  arch- 
duchy of  Austria,  and  as  such  ought  to  revert,  in 
case  of  the  failure  uf  male  issue,  to  the  arch-dUcal 
house. 

In  this  year  Henry  VIII.  separates  himself  from 
the  Roman  communion,  and  declares  himself  head 
of  Ihe  English  church.  This  revolution  was  made 
without  the  least  trouble.  In  Germany  it  was  very 
different.  There  religion  caused  much  bloodshed, 
particularly  in  Westphalia. 

The  Sacramcntarians  at  length  became  tlte  most 
powerful  in  Miinstcr,  and  drive  out  bishop  Waldeck. 
The  Anabaptists  succeed  to  the  Sacramcntarians, 
and  possess  themselves  of  the  town.  This  sect 
spreads  itself  in  FrJesland  and  Holland.  A  tailor 
of  Lcyden,  named  John,  goes  to  tlic  succor  of  his 
brethren  with  a  troop  of  prophets  and  assassins. 
He  caused  liiniself  to  be  proclaimed  king,  and  sol- 
emnly crowned  at  Miinster,  on  June  34. 

Bishop  Watdcck  beeifges  the  town,  assisted  by  the 
troops  of  Cologne  and  Clcvcs,     The   Anabaptists 
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be  made  to  speak  nobly,  or  rather  no  words  ought  to 
be  put  into  their  mouths  which  they  never  said; 
almost  all  llieir  haranj^es  are  fictions  cooked  up  in 
history. 

Charles  gains  a  complete  victory,  and  rc-estab- 
Itshcs  Mulcy  Hassan,  who  gives  up  to  him  Vne 
fortress  o£  Goletta,  with  an  extent  of  count.y  (or 
ten  miles  around,  declaring  himself  and  his  suc- 
cessors vassals  to  the  kings  of  Spain,  submitting  to 
pay.  as  a  tribute,  twenty  thousand  crowns  a  year. 

Charles  returns  a  conqueror  to  Sicily  and  Naples, 
bringing  with  him  all  the  Christian  slaves  whom  he 
had  set  at  lilierty,  bestowing  liberally  among  them 
wherewith  to  carry  them  to  their  respective  homes. 
These  were  so  many  mouths  who  everj-where  pub- 
lished his  praises.  Never  did  he  enjoy  before  so 
fine  a  triumph. 

In  this  zenith  of  gtor>-,  having  rcpulscrd  Solyman, 
given  a  king  to  Tunis,  and  compelled  Francis  I. 
to  abandon  Italy,  he  presses  Paul  111.  to  call  a  coun- 
cil. The  afHictions  of  the  Roman  Church  daily 
increase. 

Calvin  began  to  rule  in  Genc\'a ;  the  sect  to  which 
he  had  the  credit  of  giving  his  name,  spread  itself 
in  France,  and  was  to  be  feared  by  the  Roman 
Church,  who  scarcely  retained  more  than  the  terri- 
tory of  the  house  of  Austria  and  Poland. 

In  the  meantime  Francis  Sforza,  duke  of  Milan. 
dies,  without  children.  Charles  V.  seizes  on  that 
duchy  as  a  6cf  devolving  to  him.    His  power  and 
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his  riches  increase.  His  will  is  a  law  in  Italy,  where 
he  is  more  master  than  in  Germany. 

At  Naples  he  celebrates  the  marriage  of  his  nat- 
ural daughter,  Margaret,  with  Alexander  de  Med- 
ici, the  created  duke  of  Tuscany,  in  the  most  brilliant 
manner,  whereby  he  increases  the  affection  of  the 
people. 

1536 — Francis  I.  did  not  lose  sight  of  the  Milan- 
ese, that  sepulchre  of  the  French.  He  demands  the 
investiture  of  it  at  least  for  his  second  son,  Heniy. 
The  emperor  gives  him  but  empty  words.  He  mi^t 
have  refused  him  plainly. 

The  house  of  Savoy  was  no  longer  attached  to 
France,  whose  ally  it  had  a  great  while  been.  The 
emperor  had  everything ;  there  was  scarcely  a  prince 
in  Europe  who  had  not  some  pretensions  at  the  cost 
of  his  neighbors.  The  king  of  France  had  demands 
on  the  county  of  Nice,  and  on  the  marquisate  of 
Saluzzo.  He  sends  an  army  thither,  which  possesses 
itself  of  almost  all  the  duke  of  Savoy's  territories, 
which  were  not  then  what  they  are  at  this  day. 

France's  real  reason  for  having  and  keeping  the 
Milanese  was  to  command  and  fortify  Piedmont; 
once  mistress  of  the  Alps,  she  had  been,  sooner  or 
later,  sovereign  of  Lombardy. 

The  duke  of  Savoy  goes  to  Naples  to  implore  the 
emperor's  protection.  This  prince,  although  so  pow- 
erful, had  yet  no  army  of  consequence  in  Italy.  It 
was  the  custom  then  to  have  them  only  for  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  but  he  at  length  engages  the  Venetians 
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in  his  interests,  as  also  the  Swiss,  who  recall  their 
iroops  from  the  French  army.  He  soon  augments 
his  forces,  and  goes  to  Rome  magnificently  attended. 
He  enters  it  in  triiimpli,  but  not  as  a  master,  which 
he  might  formerly  have  done.  He  lakes  a  scat  at 
the  consistory,  bcbw  that  (if  the  pope.  One  is  aston- 
ished to  hear  a  victorious  Roman  emperor  plead- 
ing his  cause  before  the  pope.  He  pronounces 
a  discourse  against  Francis  I.,  as  Cicero  had  done 
against  Antony.  But  he  does  what  Cicero  did  not  — 
proposes  fighting  his  antagonist  id  a  duel.  There 
was  in  all  this  a  niixliire  of  the  manners  of  anti(j,uity. 
with  the  spirit  of  knight -errantry.  After  having 
spoken  of  duelling,  he  mentions  the  council.  Pope 
Paul  III.  published  the  bull  of  convocation. 

The  king  of  France  had  .lent  troop.i  sufficient  to 
possess  themselves  of  the  duke  of  Savoy's  territories, 
then  left  almost  defenceless,  but  this  army  was  not 
sufficiently  formidable  to  resist  one  soon  after  led  by 
the  emperor,  composed  of  a  number  of  brave  fellows, 
tutored  by  victories  in  Italy,  Hungary,  Flanders,  and 
Africa. 

Cbarles  retakes  all  Piedmont,  Turin  excepted.  He 
enters  Provence  with  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  tiKn, 
while  his  fleet  ho\-ers  on  the  coast,  consisting  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  vessels,  commanded  by  Doria. 
All  Provence,  exclusive  of  MarsciUes,  is  sulidued 
and  ravaged.  He  eould  at  tliat  time  have  revived 
the  ancient  rights  of  the  empire  upon  Provence, 
Dauphin>'.  and  the  old  kingdom  of  Aries. 
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Mc,  on  the  other  hand,  presses  France  in  Picardy 
with  an  snny  of  Germans,  which,  under  Count  de 
Rcux,  takes  Guise,  and  proceeds  siill  farther. 

to  the  midst  of  these  disasters.  Frands  the 
Dauphin,  son  of  Francis  I.,  dies  of  A  pleurisy  at 
L)-on&.  Twenty  authors  have  affirmed  that  the 
emperor  caused  him  to  be  poisoned.  No  calumny 
can  be  more  absurd,  or  more  contemptible.  What 
had  the  emperor  to  fear  from  a  youn^:  prince  who 
had  never  opiXMscd  him?  What  could  he  ^in  by 
his  death?  U(  what  mean,  and  of  what  shameful 
crime  has  he  been  guilty,  to  lay  him  under  such  a 
suspicion?  They  pretend  there  was  poison  found  in 
the  box  of  Xfontecuculi,  a  domestic  of  the  dauphin's, 
brought  into  France  by  Catherine  de  Medici. 

Montecucuti  was  quartered,  because  poison  was 
found  in  his  possession,  and  that  the  dauphin  was 
dead. 

The  question  was  put  to  him,  whether  he  had 
ever  conversed  with  tlic  emperor?  He  answered, 
(hat  having  been  once  presented  to  him  by  Antonio 
de  Leva,  tluit  prince  liad  asked  him  what  order  the 
king  of  France  observed  in  his  meals.  Was  this 
a  reason  strong  enough  to  tlirow  the  suspicion  of 
so  abominable  and  useless  a  crime  on  Cliarlcs  V.  ? 

The  invasion  of  Provence  is  fatal  to  tlie  French, 
without  being  serviceable  to  the  emperor,  out  of 
whose  power  it  is  to  take  Marseilles,  A  great  part  of 
his  army  is  destroyed  by  sickness.  He  returns  to 
Genoa  on  board  his  fleet.    His  other  army  is  com- 
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pelled  to  ex-acuate  Hicardy.  FraiKT.  though  on  the 
brink  of  ruin,  still  holds  out.  That  which  had  lost 
Naples  to  Francis  1.  loses  Provence  to  Charles  V. 
Enterprises  so  very  distant  from  one  another  seldom 
succeed. 

The  emperor  returns  to  Spain.  leaving  Italy  suh- 
dued.  France  weakened,  and  Germany  siill  in 
trouble. 

The  Anabaptists  continue  iheir  depredations  in 
Friesland,  Holland,  and  Westphalia,  which  they  call 
"  Fighting  the  Lord's  battles."  They  go  10  succor 
their  prophet  king,  John  of  Lcyden,  and  are 
defeated  by  George  Sclicnk,  governor  of  Friesland. 
The  town  of  Miinster  b  taken.  John  of  Lcyden  and 
his  principal  accomplices  arc  shown  about  in  a  cage, 
and  aftiTwards  torn  with  red-hot  pincers.  The 
Lutheran  party  increase  tht-ir  strength  ;  animosities 
also  increase.  The  League  of  SmalcaM  does  not 
as  yet  produce  a  civil  war. 

1537  —  Charles  is  not  at  case  in  Spain.  There 
is  a  necessity  to  support  the  war  which  Frauds  1. 
had  inconsiderately  begun,  and  still  continued  to 
ft-age  against  the  emperor. 

The  Parliament  of  Paris  summon  the  emperor, 
declare  him  a  rehellious  vassal,  and  deprive  him  of 
the  fine  provinces  of  Flanders,  Artois.  and  Char- 
olats.  This  edict  surely  was  good,  after  his  having 
conquered  tliosc  provinces.  The  imperial  troops, 
in  ipitc  of  it,  advance  in  Picardy.  Francis  I.  goes 
In    person    to    besiege    Hesdin    in    ArtoiB,    bm    is 
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obliged  10  quit  il.  Tliere  are  scvtral  trivial  engage- 
nKiits  fought,  1mt  the  success  of  them  undedstve. 

Francis  I.  resolves  to  make  a  great  stroke,  and 
hazards  Christianity  to  revenge  himself  on  the 
emperor.  He  engaged  with  Solj-nian  that  he  would 
invade  the  Milanese  with  a  powerful  army,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  Turks  should  make  a  descent  on 
the  kingdom  of  Naples  and  on  Austria. 

Solyman  keeps  his  word,  but  Francis  »  too  weak 
to  be  true  to  his.  The  famous  captain,  Padia 
Chcrcdin,  niakcs  a  descent,  with  part  of  his  galleys, 
on  Apulia,  also  near  Otranto.  He  ravages  the 
country,  and  carries  off  sixteen  thousand  Christiaii 
slaves.  This  is  that  Oicredin,  viceroy  of  Algiers, 
whom  authors  call  Barbarossa.  This  nickname  had 
been  given  to  his  brother,  who  died  in  the  year 
1519,  after  having  made  some  conquests  on  the  coast 
of  Barbary. 

Solyman  advances  into  Hungary.  Ferdinand, 
king  of  the  Romans,  comes  up  with  the  Turks. 
between  Buda  and  Belgrade.  A  bloody  battle 
ensues,  in  which  Ferdinand  is  put  to  ftight,  witli 
llie  loss  of  twenty-four  thousand  men.  One  would 
Iiave  imagined  Italy  and  Austria  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ouomans,  and  Francis  I.,  master  of  Lom- 
bardy,  but  this  is  not  the  case.  Barbarossa.  not 
lindtng  Francis  I.  appear  to  assist  him  In  tlie 
Milanese,  retreats  with  his  booty  and  his  slaves 
to  Constantinople.  .'Vuslria  is  left  in  security.  The 
emperor  had    withdrawn    his   troops    from   Artois 
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and  Picardy.  His  two  sisiers,  the  one  Mary  of 
Hungary.  gx>vemess  of  the  Low  Countries,  tlie  other 
£leonor  of  Portugal,  wife  of  Francis  I.,  haviiig 
managed  a  treaty  uixm  the  frontiers,  the  emperor 
consents  to  it,  that  he  may  have  fresh  troops  where- 
with to  oppose  the  Turks,  and  Francis  I.  is  left  at 

'  liberty  to  pass  into  Italy. 

The  dauphin  Henry  was  already  in  Piedntont, 
where  the  French  were  masters  of  almost  all  tlie 
towns,  some  few  excepted,  which  were  defended 
by  the  marquis  del  V'asto,  whom  the  French  call 
Duguast.     A  treaty  is  then  concluded   for  some 

I  months  in  this  country.  This  was  not  making  war 
seriously,  after  projects  of  so  great  and  so  danger- 
oas  a  nature.  He  who  lost  most  by  this  peace  was 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  plundered  by  friends  and 
enemies ;  for  both  Imperialists  and  French  keep  still 
the  possession  of  most  of  his  towns. 

1538 — The  treaty  between  Charles  V.  and  Francis 
I.  is  prolonged  at  the  expense  of  the  duke  of  Savoy 

( {or  ten  years. 

Solyman  is  angry  that  his  ally  docs  not  pursue 
his  victory.  All  things  arc  done  by  halves  in  this 
war. 

Charles,  having  passed  into  Italy  to  conclude  the 
treaty,  marries  his  bastard  daughter,  widow  of  Alex- 
ander de  Medici,  to  Ortavio  Farnese.  grandson  to 
a  bastard  of  Paul,  the  third  duke  of  Parma,  Flaccn- 
tia.  and  Castro.  These  duchtes  had  been  formerly 
the  inheritance  of  the  countess  Mathilda ;  she  had 


who  gare  tbem  to  Uu  son.  The  emperDr  mlfbt 
TCT7  JQstty  hare  daimni  the  Buvuueuty  of  then; 
lot  be  ratfaei-  thoae  to  inror  the  pope  than  qnand 
wttli  ranL 

Afier  an  these  gi^tf  prepaiatioDS  for  defcDce. 
FnDcit  L  retires  troai  the  frootiera  of  !^eduiuut» 
Qmles  V.  takes  the  rood  of  Spain,  and  roeds  Fna- 
CM  I.  at  Aguesinortes.  with  as  raoch  familianty  as  if 
tbss  prince  had  aeier  been  his  prisoner,  as  if  be  had 
nerer  gives  ban  the  He,  as  if  he  had  never  diaUenged 
him  to  sb^  coddnt.  as  if  the  ktags  of  Fruoe  had 
not  broacht  die  Ttirla  into  the  empire ;  and  as  if  be 
bad  not  suffered  Charles  V.  to  be  treated  as  «  poi*- 
ooer. 

1539  — Cbarlea  V.  is  informed  in  Spain  that 
GhcU.  the  place  tn  wbicfa  be  was  bom.  is  on  die 
brink  of  rerottin^  in  defence  of  its  pririle^es.  All 
tbe  towns  of  the  Low  Cottntries  bare  certain  rights; 
no  assistance  was  ever  obtained  in  this  flourishing 
country  by  arbitrary  imposition.  Tbe  states  always 
famished  their  sovereign,  when  it  seemed  needfnl, 
with  a  free  gift,  and  the  town  of  Ghent,  from  time 
immemoriil,  had  enjoyed  tbe  pren^^ative  of  itam* 
ing  her  othi  constitution.  Tbe  states  of  Flanders 
having  granted  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
florins  to  the  governess  of  the  Low  Countries,  mp- 
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'  point  four  hundred  thousand  to  be  raised  on  the  peo- 
'ple  of  Ghent,  who  oppose  this  encroachment,  and 
■  refer  10  their  privileges.  The  governess  causes  the 
principal  citizens  to  be  arrested ;  an  insurrection 
ensues;  the  inhabitants  take  up  arms;  it  was  one  of 
the  richest  and  largest  cities  in  Europe.  They  offer 
to  gfive  themselves  up  to  the  king  of  France,  as  to 
their  sovereign ;  but  he  makes  a  merit  of  refusing 
their  proposal:  still  flattering  himself  with  hopes 
of  obtaining  from  the  emperor  the  investiture  of 
Milan  for  one  of  his  sons.  And  what  ensues?  He 
obtains  neither  Ghent  nor  Milan. 

The  emperor  then  demands  a  passage  for  himself 
through  France,  that  he  may  punish  the  rebels  of 
Ghent.  The  dauphin  and  the  duke  of  Orleans 
receive  him  at  Bayonne.  Francis  I.  goes  before  him 
to  Chateblerant.  Charles  V.  enters  Paris  on  January 
r.  The  parliament  and  all  the  public  bodies  meet 
and  compliment  him  without  the  walls  of  the 
town.  They  carry  to  him  ihcir  keys.  Prisoners  arc 
in  his  name  set  at  liberty.  He  presides  in  parlia- 
ment, and  makes  a  knight.  This  act  of  authority  in 
Sigismund  was  found  fault  with,  in  Charles  V.  it 
was  approved.  To  create  a  knight  at  that  time  was 
only  declaring  a  man  noble,  to  which  nobility  was 
adjoined  an  honorable  and  useless  title. 

Knighthood  had  been  in  great  esteem  in  Europe; 
but  it  had  never  been  more  than  a  name  given  insen- 
sibly to  lords  of  fiefs,  distinguished  for  their  military 
■chievemcnls.    Bv  little  and  little  these  lords  of  fiefs 
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bad  erected  knig^hthood  into  a  sort  of  imaginary 
order,  composed  of  religious  ceremonies  of  virtue 
and  debauchery.  But  this  title  of  knight  was  never 
part  of  the  constitution  of  a  state;  they  never 
acknowledged  any  but  feudal  laws.  A  lord  of  a  fief, 
when  a  knight,  might  be  more  respected  than  an- 
other in  some  castles,  but  it  was  not  on  the  footing  of 
a  knight  that  he  entered  the  diets  of  the  empire,  the 
states  of  France,  the  cortes  of  Spain,  or  the  parlia- 
ment  of  England,  but  on  the  footing  of  a  baron,  earl, 
a  marquis,  or  a  duke.  The  lords  banneret  in  the  army 
were  called  knights,  but  it  was  not  in  quality  of 
knights  that  they  had  banners,  no  more  than  that 
they  had  castles  and  territories  in  quality  of  Worth- 
ies ;  but  they  only  called  them  Worthy,  because  they 
were  supposed  to  have  done  some  worthy  action. 

In  the  main,  that  which  is  called  knighthood 
belongs  rather  to  romance  than  history.  It  was  lit- 
tle more  than  an  honorable  mummery.  Charles  V. 
ought  not  to  have  created  a  bailiflf  of  a  town  in 
France,  because  that  is  a  real  employment.  He  con- 
ferred the  vain  title  of  knight,  and,  in  effect,  the 
real  part  of  this  ceremony  was  his  declaring  a  man 
to  be  noble  who  was  not  so.  This  nobility  was 
acknowledged  in  France  only  by  courtesy,  out  of 
respect  to  the  emperor.  But  what  is  most  likely  is, 
that  Charles  V.,  by  this  procedure,  would  have  in- 
sinuated a  belief  of  the  emperor's  right  to  confer 
this  title  in  every  dominion.  Sigismund  had  made 
one  knight  in  France,  Charles  would  therefore  make 


another;  nor  could  this  prerogative  be  refused  to 
K  an  emperor  to  whom  they  had  granted  that  of 
I        setting  prisoners  at  liberty. 

I  Those  who  have   imagined   that   the   detaining 

B  Charles  prisoner  wa3  a  subject  of  debate,  speak 
^^H^without  any  proof.  Francis  I.  would  have  been 
^^V,^lty  oC  the  greatest  infamy,  if.  tlirou^i   mean 

■  treachery,  he  had  detained  him  prtsouer.  whose  cap- 
^^K4ive  he  had  been  by  force  of  arms.  There  are  some 
^^^Tstatc  crimes  which  have  the  sanction  of  custom. 
H  There  are  others  which  no  custom  can  authorize,  and 
I  which  the  chiralry  of  those  times  would  have  dis- 
^^BgCOuntenanced.  It  is  said  that  the  king  only  exacted 
^^^V'froni  liitn  a  promise  of  conferring  the  Milanese  on 

■  the  duke  of  Orleans,  brother  to  the  dauphin  Henry. 

■  and  that  he  satiiBed  himself  with  his  bare  word. 
"         Here  lie  piqued  himself  more  on  his  generosity  than 

his  cunning. 

Giarles  enters  Ghent  at  the  head  of  two  thousand 
horse  and  six  thousamt  foot,  which  he  brought  with 
him.  The  people  of  Ghent  might  have  raised  eighty 
thousand  armed  men.  yet  they  give  him  no  opposi- 
tion. 

1.S40 —  On  May  13  the  privileges  of  Ghent  were 
taken  from  it.  twenty-four  of  the  principal  citizens 
were  hanged,  the  citadel  razed  to  the  ground,  and 
the  citizens  condemned  to  advance,  towards  the 
rebuilding  it,  three  hundred  thousand  ducats,  and  (o 
furnish  nine  thousand  ducats  yearly  for  the  support 
of  the  garrison.  There  is  seldom  a  better  use  made 
Vol.  .li— 14 
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of  law  in  the  hands  of  the  strong.  When  the  blood 
of  the  ministers  of  Mary  of  BuT^ndy  had  been 
here  shed  before  her  eyes,  the  town  escaped  without 
punishment,  while  for  supporting  its  real  rights  it 
was  almost  ruined. 

Francis  I.  sends  his  wife,  Eleonor,  to  Brussels 
to  solicit  the  investiture  of  Milan ;  to  facilitate  which 
he  not  only  renounces  his  alliance  with  the  Turks, 
but  enters  into  an  offensive  one  with  the  pope  against 
them.  It  was  the  emperor's  design  to  make  him  lose 
his  ally,  and  yet  not  to  ^ve  him  Milan. 

The  Lutheran  religion,  and  the  lea^e  of  Smal- 
cald,  acquire  new  strength  in  Germany  by  the  death 
of  Geoi^  of  Saxony,  the  powerful  sovereign  of 
Meissen  and  Thuring^a.  He  was  a  very  zealous  Cath- 
olic, and  his  brother,  Henry,  who  continued  the 
line,  was  a  firm  Lutheran.  George,  by  his  last  will, 
disinherited  his  brother  and  his  nephews,  in  case 
they  did  not  return  to  the  religion  of  their  ancestors, 
and  left  his  dominions  to  the  house  of  Austria.  This 
was  quite  a  new  case.  No  law  of  the  empire  could 
deprive  a  prince  of  his  estate  on  account  of  his  reli- 
gion. John  Frederick,  elector  of  Saxony,  and  the 
brave  landgrave  of  Hesse,  George's  kinsman,  pre- 
serve the  succession  to  the  natural  heir,  by  furnish- 
ing him  with  troops.  Luther  comes  to  preach 
among  them,  and  the  inhabitants  here,  as  well  as 
those  of  Saxony  and  Hesse,  become  Lutherans. 

Lutheranism  signalizes  itself  by  tolerating  polyg- 
amy.   The  wife  of  the  landgrave,  the  daughter  of 
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George,  indulges  her  husband,  whom  she  could  not 
please,  with  leave  to  mam*  again.  The  landgrave, 
being  in  love  with  Margaret  de  Sanl,  daughter  of  a 
Saxon  gentleinan,  proposes  the  question  to  Luther, 
Mclancthon,  and  Bucer,  whether  he  could,  in  con- 
science, have  two  wives,  and  whether  the  law  of 
nature  could,  in  this  point,  be  reconciled  to  the  Chris- 
tian law.  The  three  apostles,  extremely  confounded, 
give  him,  privately,  their  permission  in  writing.  All 
husbands  might  be  permitted  to  do  the  same ;  for,  in 
case  of  conscience,  a  landgrave  cannot  be  allowed 
greater  liberties  than  another  man.  But  this  example 
was  not  followed.  The  difficulties  ensuing  from 
keeping  two  wi\'e3,  exceeds  greatly  the  disgust  aris- 
ing from  having  only  one. 

The  emperor  uses  his  best  endeavors  to  overturn 
the  League  of  Smalcald.  and  is  able  only  to  divide 
from  it  Albert  of  Brandenburg,  sumamcd  Achilles. 
Several  conferences  are  held  between  the  Protes- 
tants and  Cathohcs,  the  common  consequence  of  all 
wliich  is  their  being  unable  to  agree. 

1541 — On  July  18,  the  emperor  publishes,  at 
Ratisbon,  an  interim,  an  inhalt,  so  it  is  commonly 
called,  or  an  edict,  whereby  every  person  is  left  to  his 
own  belief  without  molestation. 

This  edict  was  necessary  now,  when  annies  were 
to  be  levied  against  the  Turks.  We  have  before 
remarked  that  numerous  armies  were  only  levied 
upon  points  of  exigency.  Solyman  had  been  con- 
sidered as  the  protector  of  John  Zapolya,  who  had 
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always  been  competitor  ior  tbe  crowa  ol  Hungary 
with  Ferdinand.  ThU  protection  gave  a  pretext 
to  the  Turkish  u)va:>ion ;  (or  John  being  dead.  Soly- 
maa  remained  in  tlic  place  of  tutor  to  his  son< 

The  imperial  army  besieges  the  ^'oung  pupil  of 
Solyman  in  Buda;  but  tlic  Turks  come  to  his  assis- 
tance and  give  tlie  Christians  an  irrecoverable  over- 
throw. 

The  sultan  at  length,  weary  of  ftghting  and  con- 
quering so  often  for  Christians,  seizes  on  liungary 
as  the  reward  of  his  victories,  and  lcavc&  Transyl- 
vania to  the  youag  prince,  who.  according  to  his 
doctrine,  could  have  no  hereditary  right  to  an  elective 
kingdom,  as  Hungary  was. 

Ferdinand,  king  of  the  Romans,  then  offers  to 
become  tributary  to  Solyman,  provided  be  will  give 
htm  tliat  kingdom,  and  is  answered  by  Uie  suhan. 
that  lie  must  renounce  all  claim  to  Hungary,  and 
besides  do  him  homage  for  Austria. 

While  things  were  in  this  situation,  and  the  Turk- 
ish army  diminished  by  the  plague,  Solyman  returns 
to  Constantinople ;  and  Charles  passes  over  into 
Italy.  Instead  of  projecting  the  rescue  of  Hungary 
from  the  Turks,  he  prc]>ares  for  an  attack  upon 
Algiers.  This  was  being  mure  attentive  to  the  glory 
of  Spain  than  that  of  the  empire.  Master  of  Tunis 
and  Algiers,  all  Barbary  would  have  been  subjected 
to  the  Sjanish  yoke;  while  Germany  was  to  defend 
itself  against  the  Turks  as  well  as  it  could.  lie  lands 
on  llie  coast  of  Algiers  on  October  33.  witfi  almost 
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as  many  people  as  attended  him  at  the  siege  of  Tunis. 
But  a  violent  storm  having  sunk  fifteen  of  his  gal- 
leys, eighty-six  of  his  vessels,  and  his  troops  having 
been  annoyed  on  land  by  Hk  Moors,  and  storms  in 
conjunction,  Charles  is  forced  to  re-embark  on  board 
the  remainder  of  his  ships,  and  arrives  at  Cartha- 
gena  in  NoveraWr,  with  the  ruins  of  his  fleet  and 
army.  His  reputation  suffers  considerably.  He  is 
blamed  for  his  rashness  in  this  undcrtaWng;  ycl 
had  he  succeeded  he  had  been  still  the  avenger  of 
Europe.  The  famous  Hernan  Cortes,  the  conqueror 
of  so  many  American  nations,  served  as  a  volunteer 
in  this  expedition  ajjainst  Algiers.  Here  he  saw  the 
difference  between  a  small  number  of  men,  who 
know  how  to  defend  themselves,  and  multitudes  who 
permit  themselves  to  be  overcome. 

Why  Solyman  remained  inactive  after  his  con- 
quests is  inconceivable;  but  it  is  easy  to  see  why 
Germany  permitted  it.  Because  the  Catholic  unite 
against  the  Protestant  princes;  it  is  because  the 
league  of  Smalcald  makes  war  against  the  duke  of 
Brunswick,  a  Catholic,  drives  him  out  of  his  domin- 
ions, and  sets  at  ransom  all  the  ecclesiastics.  It  is, 
in  fine,  because  the  king  of  France,  tired  with  the 
refusal  of  the  investiture  of  the  Milanese,  prepares 
strong  alliances  and  potent  armies  against  the 
emperor. 

The  life  of  Qiarlcs  V.  and  the  empire  were  one 
continual  tempest.  The  sultan,  the  pope,  Venice, 
one-half  of  Germany  and  France  were  one  or  other 
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of  tfaan  altnost  always  against  htm ;  and  socnetinws 
all  together.  England  was  at  one  time  a  secoad,  at 
another  an  adversary.  No  emperor  was  ever  more 
feared :  yet  less  to  be  feared. 

Fraocis  I.  sends  an  ambassador  to  Ginstanunoplc 
and  another  to  Venice,  u  one  and  the  same  time. 
He  who  was  eent  to  Solymsn  was  a  natire  of 
Nararre,  called  Rin^one;  the  other  Fregose,  a 
Gettoese.  Both  were  assassinated  on  the  Po,  by  the 
governor  of  Milan's  order. 

Thi&  murder  wa5  perfectly  like  tliat  of  Colonel  St. 
Clair,  assassinated  in  our  time,  as  be  returned  from 
Constantinople  to  Sweden:  these  two  events  were 
either  causes  of,  or  pretexts  for,  a  very  bloody 
war.  Charles  V.  disavows  the  assassination  of  the 
two  ambassadors  of  the  king  of  France.  In  truth, 
he  looked  on  them  as  men  bom  his  subjects,  and 
become  infidels.  But  it  is  much  better  proved  that 
man  is  bom  with  a  natural  right  to  choose  his  own 
party,  than  it  can  possibly  be  that  a  prince  has  any 
right  to  assassinate  his  subjects.  If  this  is  one  of  the 
prerogatives  of  royalty  it  is  very  dreadful  for  it 
Charles,  in  disavowing  the  action  committed  in  his 
name,  owned  it,  in  effect,  to  be  a  most  shameful 
crime.  Politics  and  revenge  equally  spur  the  arma- 
ments of  Francis  I. 

He  sends  the  dauphin  into  Roussillon  with  an 
army  of  thirty  thou&and  men,  and  his  other  son,  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  with  the  like  number,  into  Luxem- 
borg. 
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,duke  of  Cleves,  heir  to  the  duchy  of  Guelders, 
tiniaed  by  Charles  \'.,  was  with  Count  Mansfeld 
in  the  duke  of  Orleans'  army. 

The  king  of  France  has  still  another  army  tn 
Piedmont.  Tlic  emperor  is  asionished  to  find  France, 
which  he  had  &o  often  oppressed,  still  iiiialrcss  of 
3uch  a  force,  and  so  many  resources.  War  is  waged 
equally  between  them,  without  any  advantageous 
decision  for  either  one  party  or  the  other.  The  Coun- 
cil of  Trent  assemble  during  this  war.  Tlie  imperial- 
ists arrive  there  on  January  28.  The  Protestants 
refuse  to  attend,  and  the  council  is  suspended. 

1543 —  On  August  2G  is  ccmplietcd  at  Nuremberg 
that  transaction  of  the  duke  of  Lorraine  with  the 
Germanic  body,  whereby  his  duchy  is  acknowledged 
an  independent  sovereignty,  and  exempt  from  the 
charge  of  paying  to  the  imperial  chamber  two-thirds 
of  the  tax  of  an  elector. 

In  the  meantime  there  is  published  a  new  Icagne 
against  Francis  1.,  between  Charles  V.  and  Henry 
VIII.  Thus  do  princes  quarrel,  and  thus  do  they 
reunite.  That  very  Henry  VIIl.,  whose  excommuni- 
cation Charles  had  procured,  for  having  repudiated 
his  aunt,  allies  himself  to  him  who  was  thought  to 
be  his  irreconcilable  enemy.  Charles  at  length 
attacks  Gucldcrland,  and  possesses  himself  of  all  that 
country  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Clcvcs.  ally  to 
Francis  I.  The  duke  of  Cleves  asks  him  for  pardon, 
upon  his  knees.    Tlie  emperor  makes  him  renounce 
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the  sovereignly  of  Uic  tliicliy  of  Guelders,  and  gifea 
him  the  investiture  o(  Qevcs  and  of  Juliers. 

i-fe  takes  Cambray,  about  which,  ulthoush  a  free 
town,  the  empire  and  France  had  HTan^Ied.  Ko 
iooncr  had  Charles  V.  leagued  with  the  king-  of 
England  to  assail  France,  but  Francis  I.  calls  the 
Turks  to  his  assiMance  a  second  time.  Oieredin. 
their  admiral,  comes  with  galleys  to  Marseilles.  He 
poes  tu  the  siege  of  Xice  with  tlie  count  d'Hnghien. 
He  takes  that  town,  hut  the  castle  is  succored  by  the 
ImfMMialtsts.  and  Cheredin  withdraws  to  Toiiloa. 
This  descent  of  the  Turks  was  not  memorable, 
because  they  had  been  armed  in  the  name  of  the  most 
Christian  king. 

At  the  same  time  Charles  V.  makes  war  against 
France  and  Picardy  in  P)e<lnKint,  and  in  Roussillon; 
while  he  treats  with  the  pope  and  the  Protestants, 
while  he  presses  Germany  to  secure  him  from  the 
Turkish  invasions,  he  wages  war  against  the  king 
of  Denmark. 

Christian  II.,  kept  in  prison  by  those  who  had 
been  formerly  his  subjects,  had  made  Charles  V.  heir 
to  his  three  kingdotiis,  which  he  no  longer  possessed, 
and  which  were  clccti^-e.  GustavTis  Vasa  reigns 
peaceably  in  Sweden.  The  duke  of  Holstein  had 
been  elected  king  oE  Denmark  in  1536-  It  was  this 
king  of  Dcmnark,  by  name  Oiristian  III.,  who 
attacked  the  emperor  of  Holland  witli  a  fleet  of  forty 
ships.  But  a  peace  is  soon  arranged.  This  Chris- 
tian III.  renews  with  his  two  brothers,  John  and 
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AdoIphii$,  Uie  ancient  treaty  relating  to  the  duchies 
of  Hotstciii  and  of  Sclileswig.  John  and  Adolphus, 
and  their  descendants,  were  to  possess  these  duchies 
in  common  with  the  kings  of  Denmark. 

Charles  assembles  at  that  time  a  great  diet  at 
Spires,  a(  which  Ferdinand,  his  brother,  and  all  the 
electors  and  princes,  Catholic  as  well  as  Protestant, 
are  present.  Charles  V.  and  Ferdinand  ihere 
demand  succor  again&t  the  Turks  and  against  the 
king  of  France.  There  they  gave  Francis  I.  the 
names  of  Benegad,  Barbanan,  and  the  Enemy  o£ 
God.  The  king  of  France  intends  to  send  ambas- 
sadors to  ihih  great  diet.  He  despatchcii  a  herald  to 
procure  him  a  passport,  and  ihey  put  his  herald  in 
prison. 

The  diet  grants  him  subsidies  and  troops;  but 
these  only  for  six  months.  They  consist  of  but 
four  thousand  liorse  and  twenty  thousand  foot ;  but 
a  feeble  assistance  for  a  prince  who  Iwd  no  great 
licreditary  dominions. 

The  emperor  cannot  obtain  this  succor  without 
doing  much  in  favor  of  the  Lutherans.  !Ic  gains 
an  important  point  hy  obtaining  from  this  diet  tliat 
the  imperial  chamlicr  of  Spires  shall  be  made  up  of 
onc'half  Lutherans  and  the  other  half  Catholics. 
of  which  the  pope  loudly  but  vainly  complains. 

Tlie  old  admiral,  Barbarossa,  who  had  passed  the 
winter  at  Toulon  and  Marseilles,  again  cruises  on  the 
coast  of  Italy,  and  carries  off  his  galleys,  laden  with 
plunder  and  slaves,  to  Constantinople,  where  he 
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finished  a  career  that  had  been  a  long  time  fatal  to 
Christianity. 

The  king  of  France  gathered  a  less  odious  and 
more  honorable  success  from  the  battle  of  Cerisoles, 
which  Count  d'Enghien  gained  in  Piedmont  over 
the  marquis  del  Vasto,  a  famous  general  of  the 
emperor,  on  April  ii.  Yet  this  victory  could  not 
open  a  passage  to  the  French  in  the  Milanese,  while 
the  emperor  penetrates  to  Soissons  and  menaces 
Paris. 

Henry  VIII.  is,  for  his  part,  in  Picardy.  Not- 
withstanding the  battle  of  Cerisoles,  France  is  in 
more  danger  than  ever.  Nevertheless,  by  one  of 
those  mysteries  which  history  can  scarcely  ever  clear 
up,  Francis  I.  makes  an  advantageous  peace.  To 
what  can  this  be  attributed,  but  the  mistrusts  mutu- 
ally entertained  of  each  other  by  the  kings  of  France 
and  of  England  ?  This  peace  is  concluded  on  Sep- 
tember i8,  at  Crepy.  This  treaty  provides  that  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  second  son  of  the  king  of  France, 
shall  espouse  a  daughter,  either  of  the  emperor  or  of 
the  king  of  the  Romans,  and  that  he  shall  have  the 
Milanese,  or  the  Low  Countries.  This  appears  to 
be  a  very  extraordinary  alternative.  Charles,  in 
parting  with  the  Milanese,  bestows  only  a  fief  of  the 
empire,  but  in  giving  up  the  Low  Countries  he  strips 
his  sen  of  his  inheritance. 

As  for  the  king  of  England,  his  conquests  are 
ended  at  the  town  of  Boulogne,  and  France  is  pre- 
served from  every  attempt. 
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"  1545  —  The  Council  of  Trent  opens  in  the  month 
of  April.  The  Protestants  declare  that  they  will  not 
acknowledge  it  for  a  council.  The  civil  war  begins. 
Henry,  duke  of  Brtinswick,  stripped,  as  wc  Iiave 
seen,  of  his  possessions  by  the  league  of  Smalcald, 
repossesses  them  by  the  assistance  of  his  brother, 
the  archbishop  of  Bremen,  where  he  puts  all  to  fire 
and  sword. 

Philip,  the  famous  landgrave  of  Hesse,  and 
Maurice  of  Saxony,  the  nephew  of  George,  reduce 
him  to  the  last  extremities.  He  surrenders  to  these 
princes  at  discretion,  marching  bareheaded,  together 
with  his  son  Victor,  among  the  troops  of  the  con- 
queror. Charles  approves  of,  and  compliments  these 
dangerous  victors.    He  keeps  fair  with  them  as  yet. 

-As  soon  as  the  council  meets,  Paul  ITT.,  with  the 
consent  of  the  emperor,  gives,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  the  investiture  of  Parma  and  Placentia  to 
his  eldest  son,  Peter  Louis  I'-amese,  whose  son 
Octavius  had  already  married  the  widow  of  Alex- 
ander de  Medici,  who  was  Charles  V.'s  bastard. 
This  coronation  of  a  pope's  bastard  made  a  strange 
contrast  with  the  council  convoked  to  reform  the 
diurch. 

The  elector  palatine  made  use  of  that  opportunity 
to  renounce  the  Roman  communion.  Luther  dies 
soon  after  at  Eisleben,  Feb.  18,  1545,  reckoning 
according  to  the  old  calendar.  He  had  had  the  satis- 
faction of  withdrawing  one-half  of  Europe  from  the 
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Roman  church,  and  he  esteemed  this  glory  beyond 
any  that  conquest  can  bestow. 

1546  —  The  death  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who 
was  to  have  married  the  emperor's  daughter,  and 
to  have  had  either  the  Low  G>untries  or  the  Milan- 
ese, removes  one  uneasiness  of  Charles.  However, 
he  had  others  that  were  very  sufficient :  the  Protest- 
ant princes  of  the  league  of  Smalcald  had  effectually 
divided  Germany  into  two  parties.  In  the  one,  there 
was  scarcely  more  acknowledged  than  the  name  of 
eraperor ;  in  the  other  they  did  not  openly  disavow 
his  authority,  but  then  they  respected  it  as  little  as 
if  it  had  been  entirely  abolished  among  the  Pro- 
testant princes. 

These  princes  show  their  credit  in  managing  the 
peace  between  the  kings  of  France  and  of  England. 
They  send  ambassadors  to  these  two  kingdoms ;  the 
[>eace  is  concluded,  and  Henry  VHI.  favors  the 
league  of  Smalcald. 

Luthcranism  had  made  such  progress  that  the 
elector  of  Cologne,  Herman  von  Neuwied,  although 
an  archbishop,  introduced  it  in  his  territories  and 
waited  only  a  fair  opportunity  to  secularize  both 
himself  and  his  electorate.  Paul  III.  excommuni- 
cates and  deprives  him  of  his  archbishopric.  A  pope 
might  excommunicate  whom  he  pleased,  but  it  was 
not  so  easy  for  him  to  deprive  a  prince  of  the  empire 
of  his  dominions.  To  that  Germany  must  consent. 
The  pope  in  vain  orders  that  they  should  acknowl- 
edge Adolphus  de  Schaumburg,  the  archbishop's 
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coadjutor,  but  not  the  elector's  coadjutor.  Charles 
V.  always  acknowledges  the  elector  Herman,  and 
threatens  him  to  the  end  that  he  should  give  no 
assistaticc  to  the  princes  of  the  league  of  Smalcald; 
but  the  year  following  Herman  is  at  length  deposed, 
and  Schaumburg  has  his  electorate. 

A  civil  war  already  begins  on  account  of  Henry 
of  Brunswick,  who  is  detained  prisoner  by  the  land- 
grave of  Hesse.  Albcn  of  Brandenburg,  margrave 
«Jf  Kulmbach,  joins  with  John  of  Brunswick,  the 
prisoner's  nephew,  to  deliver  and  avenge  htm.  The 
emperor  encourages,  and  in  an  underhand  way 
assists  them. 

At  that  time  the  troops  of  the  princes  and  of  the 
confederate  towns  take  the  field.  Charles,  no  longer 
able  to  dissemble,  begins  by  obtaining  of  Paul  HE. 
about  ten  thousand  foot  and  five  hundred  light  horse, 
for  six  months,  paying  two  hundred  thousand 
Roman  crowns,  and  being  granted  a  bull  for  levy- 
ing one-half  of  one  year's  revenue  belonging  to  the 
ecclesiastical  benefices  uf  Spain,  and  to  alienate  mon- 
asterial  possessions  to  the  amount  of  Bve  hundred 
thousand  crowns.  He  (bred  not  have  demanded  the 
same  concessions  from  the  churches  of  Germany. 
The  Lutherans  were  too  near  neighbors,  and  many 
churches  would  have  rather  seailarized  themselves 
than  have  submitted  to  pay. 

The  Protestants  are  already  masters  of  all  the 
passes  of  the  Tyrol,  and  extend  themselves  thence 
to  the  Danube.    The  elector  of  Saxony,  John  Fred- 
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crick,  and  Philip,  landgrave  of  Hesse,  march  by  the 
way  of  Franconia.  Philip,  a  prince  of  the  house  of 
Brunswick,  and  his  four  sons,  three  princes  of 
Anhalt,  and  George  of  Wiirtemberg,  uncle  to  duke 
Ulric,  are  all  in  his  army.  The  counts  of  Oldenburg, 
of  Mansfeld,  of  Ottingen,  of  Henneberg,  of  Fiirst- 
enberg,  and  many  other  princes,  are  seen  at  the  head 
of  their  troops.  The  towns  of  Ulric,  of  Strasburg, 
of  Nordlingen,  and  of  Augsburg  send  out  their 
forces  also.  There  are  eight  regiments  of  Swiss 
Protestants.  This  army  consisted  of  more  than 
sixty  thousand  foot  and  fifteen  thousand  horse. 

The  emperor,  who  had  but  very  few  troops,  never- 
theless acts  as  master,  and  puts  the  elector  of  Saxony 
under  the  ban  of  the  empire  at  Ratisbon,  on  July  l8. 
He  soon  has  an  army  strong  enough  to  support  his 
edict.  The  ten  thousand  Italians  sent  by  the  pope 
arrive ;  six  thousand  Spaniards,  being  his  old  regi- 
ments from  the  Milanese  and  from  Naples,  join 
themselves  to  his  Germans ;  but,  though  he  should 
have  three  nations  armed,  he  has  not  as  yet  an  army 
equal  to  that  of  the  league,  when  reinforced  by  the 
soldiery  of  the  elector  palatine. 

There  are  several  slight  skirmishes.  Several  posts 
and  towns,  as  in  all  other  wars,  are  taken  and 
retaken. 

The  emperor  is  preserved  by  a  Protestant  prince 
Maurice,  marquis  of  Meissen  and  Thuringia,  of  the 
house  of  Saxony,  nephew  to  George,  and  kinsman  to 
the  landgrave  of  Hesse,  the  same  to  whom  the  land- 


grave  and  elector  of  Saxony  had  pTcjerved  his 
dominions,  and  wliose  tutor  the  elector  had  been, 
forgets  his  duty  to  the&e.  his  iieighibors,  and  aides 
with  the  emperor,  who  promises  not  to  molest  him 
in  his  religion  of  Luthcranism ;  and  this  assurance 
serves  him  as  a  pretext  for  his  conduct  towards  his 
subjects. 

He  assembles  ten  thousand  foot  and  three  thou- 
sand horse;  makes  a  diversion  in  Saxony;  defeats 
the  elector's  troops,  and  is  the  first  cause  of  the  mis- 
lortune  of  the  allies.  The  king  of  France  sends  them 
two  hundred  thousand  crowns.  This  was  enoufh  to 
keep  discord  on  foot,  but  not  to  make  their  party 
victorious. 

The  emperor  gains  ground  daily.  Most  of  the 
towns  of  Franconia  surrender,  and  arc  heavily  taxed. 

Thf  elector  palatine,  one  of  the  princes  of  the 
league,  throws  himself  at  Charles's  feet  and  asks  liis 
pardon.  Almost  all  the  country  as  far  as  He&se- 
Cassel  is  subdued. 

Then  Pope  Paul  III.  withdraws  his  ten  thousand 
men,  for  whose  ser\-ice  he  had  only  articled  six 
months.  He  fears  assisting  the  emperor  too  much, 
even  against  the  Protestants.  Charles  is  not  much 
weakened  by  this  loss.  The  death  of  the  king  of 
England,  Henry  VIII.,  happens  on  January  28,  and 
a  disorder  which  at  the  same  time  hastens  the  dis- 
solution of  Francis  I.  deprives  the  league  of  Smal- 
cald  of  two  powerful  protectors. 

1547 — Charles  easily  succeeds  in  detaching  the 
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old  duke  of  Wiinemberg  from  the  lea^c.  He  was 
so  irritated  at  the  revolts  to  which  religion  had  given 
a  pretext  that  he  attempted  establishing  at  Naples 
an  inqtnsition  of  the  same  sort  with  that  so  long 
settled  in  Spain ;  but  this  tribunal  h  no  sooner  set 
op  there  than  it  is  abolished,  having  caused  a  most 
violent  sedition.  The  emperor  liVed  much  b«KT 
draining  (he  Neapolitans  of  money  to  assist  him  in 
ntppressing  the  league  of  Smalcald  tiian  to  persist  in 
forcing  upon  them  an  inquisition,  whence  he  oould 
reap  no  advantage. 

The  league  seems  almost  dcstrx>ycd  hy  the  5u1>- 
mi&sion  of  the  Palatinate  and  of  Wiirtcmberg.  but 
acquires  new  strength  from  the  junction  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Prague,  and  several  of  the  cantons  of 
Bohemia,  who  revolt  against  their  sovereign.  Fer- 
dinand, and  go  to  succor  the  confederates.  Albert 
of  Brandenburg,  margrave  of  Kulmbach.  sumamed 
Alcibiades,  of  whom  we  have  often  spoken,  was  tn 
reality  for  the  emperor;  but  his  troops  are  defeated, 
and  he  is  taken  prisoner  by  the  elector  of  Saxony. 

To  recompense  the  loss  of  the  elector  of  Bran* 
denburg,  John  the  Severe,  all  Lutheran  as  he  is,  takes 
arms  in  favor  of  the  head  of  the  empire,  and  assists 
Ferdinand  against  the  Bohemians. 

All  things  were  in  confusion,  and  nothing  heard 
of  hut  battles  and  ravages  towards  the  Elbe.  At 
length  the  emperor  passes  the  Elbe  with  a  very 
strong  army  near  Miihlberg,  accompanied  by  his 
brother  and  his  brother's  children,  Maximilian  and 
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Fer'dtnand,  the  duke  of  Alva  being  his  principal 
general. 

The  army  of  the  duke  of  Saxony  is  attacked  April 
24.  This  battle  of  Miihlberg:  was  decisive ;  and  it 
is  affirmed  that  in  it  there  were  but  forty  men  killed 
on  the  side  of  the  emperor.  This  is  almost  incred- 
ible. The  elector  of  Saxony,  being  wounded,  is 
taken  prisoner,  witli  the  young  prince  Ernest  of 
Brunswick.  Oa  May  12,  Cliarlcs  causes  tlie  elector  to 
be  condcnmed  to  lose  his  head,  by  advice  of  council. 
The  severe  duke  of  Alva  presided  at  this  trial.  The 
secretary  of  the  council  signified  his  sentence  to  the 
elector  on  the  same  day,  who  was  playing  at  chess 
with  Prince  Ernest  of  Brunswick. 

Duke  Maurice,  who  was  to  have  had  his  electorate, 

^has  the  easily  acquired  glory  of  obtaining  pardon  for 
him.  Charles  grants  him  his  life,  on  condition  that 
he  renounce,  for  himself  and  his  children,  the  elec- 
toral dignity  in  favor  of  Maurice.  They  leave  him 
the  town  of  Goiha  and  its  dependencies,  having  first 
demolished  the  fortress.  From  him  are  descended 
the  dukes  of  Gotha  and  of  Weimar.  Duke  Maurice 
engages  to  pay  him  a  pension  of  fifty  thousand 
golden  crowns  yearly,  and  to  advance  him  one  hun- 
dred thousand  at  one  time  towards  the  payment  of 
his  debts.  All  those  who  had  been  made  prisoners, 
particularly  Albert  of  Brandenburg  and  Henry  of 
Brunswick,  were  set  at  liberty;  but  the  elector  still 
remains  the  prisoner  of  Charles, 

His  wife,  Sibylla,  sister  to  the  duke  of  Cleves, 
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tearfully  throws  herself  at  the  emperor's  feet  to 

request  her  husband's  liberty,  but  in  vain. 

The  elector's  allies  are  soon  dispersed.  The  land- 
grave of  Hesse  thinks  only  of  submitting,  viiich 
he  is  allowed  to  do  conditionally :  that  he  come  to 
embrace  the  knees  of  the  emperor ;  that  he  raze  all 
his  fortresses,  except  Cassel  or  Zingenheim ;  paying 
besides  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  golden 
crowns. 

The  new  elector,  Maurice  of  Saxony,  and  the 
elector  of  Brandenburg,  promise,  under  their  hands, 
to  the  landgrave,  that  they  will  make  no  attempt 
upon  his  liberty.  They  give  security,  and  consent 
to  be  summoned  to  a  court  of  justice  either  by  him 
or  his  children ;  and  in  case  of  failure,  to  undergo 
such  treatment  as  the  emperor  shall  think  breach  of 
faith  deserves. 

Upon  these  assurances  the  landgrave  submits  to 
everything.  Granvclle,  bishop  of  Arras,  afterwards 
cardinal,  settles  the  conditions,  which  Philip  signed. 
We  have  always  been  assured  that  this  prelate 
deceived  the  unfortunate  prince,  who  had  expressly 
stipulated  that  he  should  not  be  detained  a  prisoner 
in  coming  to  ask  the  emperor's  pardon.  Granvelle 
wrote  that  he  should  not  always  be  detained  a  pris- 
oner. There  needed  but  a  w  in  place  of  an  m  to  cause 
this  strange  difference  in  the  German  language.  The 
words  of  the  treaty  ought  to  have  been  nicht  mit 
einigem  Gefangniss,  and  Granvelle  wrote  ewigem. 

The  landgrave  was  remiss  in  revising  the  treaty. 
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He  imag^ined  it  was  as  it  should  have  been,  confiding 
in  which,  he  went  and  threw  himself  at  the  emperor's 
feet.  When  he  imagined  that  he  might  retire  in 
safety,  he  was  arrested  and  kept  a  long  time  in  the 
emperor's  train.  The  conqueror  seized  upon  all  the 
artillery  of  John  Frederick,  elector  of  Saxony,  of 
the  landgrave  of  Hesse,  and  also  of  the  duke  of 
Wurtemberg.  He  confiscated  the  possessions  o* 
many  of  the  chiefs  of  the  party.  He  imposed  taxes 
on  all  those  whom  he  had  vanquished,  not  excepting 
the  towns  that  had  only  assisted  them.  It  is  pre- 
tended that  in  this  manner  he  raised  one  million  six 
hundred  thousand  gtildcn  crowns. 

Ferdinand,  king  of  the  Romans,  on  his  part  pun- 
ishes the  Bohemians,  depriving  the  citizens  of 
Prague  of  their  privileges  and  their  arms,  many  of 
wboRi  were  eondcmned  to  death,  and  others  to  per- 
petual imprisonment.  The  taxes  and  confiscations 
were  immense.  These  never  fail  to  have  a  consid- 
erable part  in  the  vengeance  of  sovereigns. 

The  Coundl  of  Trent  was  dispersed  during  these 
troubles.  The  pope  was  inclined  to  transfer  it  to 
Bologna. 

The  emperor  had  conquered  the  league,  but  not 
the  Protestant  religion.  Those  of  that  communion 
demand,  in  the  Diet  of  Augsburg,  that  the  Protestant 
divines  shall  have  a  deliberative  voice  in  the  council. 

The  emperor  was  more  dissatisfied  with  the  pope 
than  with  the  Protestant  divines.  He  could  not  for* 
give  him  for  having  recalled  the  troops  of  the  Church 
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in  the  heat  of  the  war  of  Smalcald.  He  makes  boi' 
feel  his  anger  on  account  of  Parma  and  Plaoeatia,' 
He  had  permitted  the  holy  father  to  give  the  {nvesli> 
ture  of  it  to  his  bastard  son,  when  he  had  a  mini 
to  keep  fair,  with  him;  but  when  dissatisfied;-^ he 
recollected  that  Parma  and  Placentia  are  dependifltt 
on  the  Milanese,  and  that  it  was  the  emperor  alone 
who  ought  to  give  the  investiture.  Pope  Paid  lit, 
alarmed  at  the  power  of  Charles  V.,  ntgfAiaim 
against  him  with  Henry  II.  and  the  Venetians. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  son  of  the  pop(^ 
odious  for  his  crimes  all  over  Italy,  was  assassinated 
by  the  conspirators.  The  emperor  then  posseisei 
himself  of  Placentia,  taking  it  from' his  kindred, 
notwithstanding  his  paternal  tenderness  for  Maiga- 
ret,  his  daughter. 

1548  —  The  emperor  quarrels  with  the  pope  and 
favors  the  Protestants  a  little  more.  He  had  always 
designed  the  council  to  be  in  some  German  town, 
and  Pope  Paul  III.  transferred  it  to  Bologna.  This 
added  fresh  fuel  to  the  quarrel  subsisting  on  account 
of  Placentia.  On  the  one  side  the  pope  threatened 
the  emperor  with  excommunication,  and  therdiy 
gave  the  Protestants  a  new  opportunity  of  reflecting 
on  him,  who  held  the  spiritual  arms  emjrioyed  by  the 
pope  in  favor  of  his  children,  in  that  ridiihilous  light 
they  merited.  On  the  other  hand,  Charles  V.  made 
himself  in  some  measure  the  head  of  religiixi  in  Ger- 
many. 

On  May  15  the  Grand  Interim  was  published  in' 
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le  Diet  of  Augsburg.    This  was  a  formulary  of 
kith  and  discipline :  the  tenets  were  Catholic,  except 

ft  they  permitted  the  communion  in  both  kinds  to 
le  laity  and  nurriage  to  the  priests.  Many  tndif- 
■rent  ceremonies  were  sacrificed  to  the  Lutherans, 

engage  them  to  receive  such  things  as  were  more 

sential. 

This  regulattioti  was  reasonable;  therefore  it  con- 
tented nobody.  The  people  were  too  unsettled. 
Both  the  Papists  and  the  Lutherans  complained,  and 
Charles  V.  perceives  that  to  win  battles  is  easier 
tlian  to  govern  opinions.  Maurice,  the  new  elector 
of  Saxony,  in  order  to  oblige  him.  in  vain  endeavors 
to  have  the  new  form  received  in  his  dominions  ;  but 
the  Protestant  ministers  were  stronger  than  he.  The 
elector  of  Brandenburg  and  the  elector  palatine 
receive  the  Interim.  The  landgrave  of  Hesse  sub- 
mits to  it  in  hope  of  obtaining  his  liberty,  in  which 
he  is  nevertheless  deceived 

John  Frederick,  the  former  elector  of  Saxony, 
although  a  prisoner,  refuses  to  sign  it.  His  example 
is  followed  by  many  princes  and  several  towns.  The 
clergy  in  general  cry  out  against  the  peace  pre- 
sented tliem  by  the  Interim. 

The  emperor  contents  himself  with  threatening 
them ;  and  as  he  leans  more  to  the  pope  titan  to  tlic 
Lutherans  at  that  time,  he  decrees  by  the  diet  that  the 
council  should  return  to  Trent,  and  charges  himself 
with  the  care  of  transferring  it. 

The  Low  Countries  are  in  this  diet  put  under  the 


330  Aniuls  of  the  Empire. 

care  of  the  Germanic  body.  They  are  declared  free 
from  the  taxes  which  the  states  were  to  pay  tbe 
empire,  and  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  imperial 
chamber,  though  included  in  the  tenth  circle.  They 
are  not  obliged  to  be  in  any  way  serviceable  to  the 
empire,  but  in  case  of  a  war  with  the  Turks,  then 
they  were  to  contribute  as  much  as  three  electors. 
These  rules  were  subscribed  by  Charles  V.  on  June 
26.  The  people  of  Valais  are  put  under  the  imperial 
ban  on  account  of  not  having  paid  their  taxes,  from 
which  they  are  this  day  exempt,  because  they  are 
known  to  have  become  free. 

The  city  of  Constance  does  not  receive  the  Interim 
until  it  is  put  under  the  ban  of  the  empire. 

The  city  of  Strasburg  prevails  so  far  as  to  procure 
the  Interim  to  take  effect  in  that  district  with  respect 
only  to  the  Catholic  churches,  and  that  LAitheranisoi 
shall  be  publicly  professed. 

Christian  III.,  king  of  Denmark,  receives  the 
investiture  of  the  duchy  of  Holstein,  in  common 
with  his  brothers,  John  and  Adolphus,  by  the  hands 
of  his  ambassadors. 

Maximilian,  son  of  Ferdinand,  espouses  Mary, 
his  cousin,  the  emperor's  daughter.  This  marriage  is 
celebrated  at  Valladolid  towards  the  latter  part  of 
September,  and  Maximilian  and  Mary  are  conjointly 
regents  of  Spain,  which  is,  notwithstanding,  gov- 
erned by  a  council  named  by  Charles  V. 

1549  —  The  emperor  retired  to  Brussels,  causes 
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the  province!  of  Flanders.  Hainault,  and  the  Artoii 

to  do  homage  to  his  eldest  son,  Philip. 

The  Council  of  Trent  is  still  divided.  There  were 
some  few  prelates  there  in  the  emperor's  interest. 
The  pope  had  called  together  some  others  at  Bolo- 
gna. A  schism  was  much  dreaded.  Tlie  pope  indeed 
feared  that  the  house  of  Bentivoglio  would,  under 
the  emperor's  protection,  re-enter  Bologna,  of  which 
Julius  II.  had  dispossessed  them.  He  dissolves  the 
Council  of  Bologna. 

Oetavio  Famcse,  kinsman  to  Charles  V.  and 
grandson  to  Paul  III.,  has  equ&l  cause  to  complain 
of  his  father-in-law  and  his  grandfather,  His 
father-in-law  detain*  Placentia  away  from  him. 
beiDg  at  variance  with  the  pope;  and  his  grand- 
fither  keeps  him  out  of  Parma,  because  he  had  a  dis- 
pute with  the  emperor.  He  attempts,  however,  to 
seize  upon  Parma  without  success.  It  is  pretended 
that  the  pope  died  of  the  griefs  heaped  upon  him  by 
his  family  and  the  emperor;  but  ought  not  they  who 
advance  this  to  remember  to  add,  that  he  was  eighty- 
one  years  of  age  ? 

1550  —  The  arms  of  Solyman  were  turned 
towards  the  Euphrates,  so  that  the  empire  wa*  not  at 
all  disturbed  by  the  Turks.  The  Persians  preserve 
Austria,  but  the  Turks  remain  siill  masters  of  the 
greatest  part  of  Hungary. 

Henry  II.,  king  of  France,  seems  very  easy.  The 
affairs  of  the  council  and  those  of  Placentta  gave 
considerable  uneasiness  to  the  new  pope,  Julius  III. 


2^2  Annals  of  the  Empire. 

The  emperor  has  the  better  in  the  Interim,  whidi 
is  still  the  occasion  of  vexation  in  Gennaay.  What 
must  people  think  to  see  men  so  little  scrupulous  as 
Paul  III.,  Julius  III.  and  Charles  V.  decide  upon 
religion? 

The  powerful  town  of  Magdeburg  was  in  league 
with  the  town  of  Bremen,  and  carried  on  a  war 
against  the  duke  of  Mecklenburg.  The  emperor  con- 
demns these  two  towns,  and  commits  the  reduction 
of  Magdeburg  to  Maurice,  the  new  elector  of  Sax- 
ony, whom  he  irritates  by  giving  him  this  mark  of 
his  confidence.  Maurice  justifies  the  ambition  whidi 
had  stripped  his  tutor  and  his  kinsman  of  the  elector- 
ate of  Saxony,  by  the  laws  attaching  him  to  the  head 
of  the  empire.  But  he  thought  his  honor  lost  by  the 
imprisonment  of  his  father-in-law,  the  landgrave  of 
Hesse;  who,  notwithstanding  his  security  and  that 
of  the  elector  of  Brandenburg,  was  still  detained  a 
captive.  These  two  princes  press  the  emperor  con- 
tinually to  redeem  their  word.  Charles  takes  the 
singular  resolution  of  freeing  them  from  their  prom- 
ise. The  landgrave  endeavors  to  escape,  which  cost 
itome  of  his  dcnnestics  their  heads. 

The  elector  of  Saxony,  thus  dissatisfied  with 
Charles  V.,  is  in  no  great  haste  to  fight  for  an 
emperor  whose  power  all  the  princes  felt  so  des- 
potic. He  does  nothing  against  Magdeburg,  fit 
lets  them  quietly  beat  the  duke  of  Mecklenburg, 
whom  they  take  prisoner,  and  the  emperor  begins  to 
repent  that  he  bad  given  Maurice  the  electorate.    He 
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liad  too  much  reason  to  be  sorry  for  iL  It  was 
Maurice's  intention  to  make  himself  head  of  the 
Protestant  party,  and  to  engage  in  his  interests 
several  towms  as  well  as  Migdctnirg,  and  by  the 
means  of  this  newly-acquired  power  to  balance  that 
of  the  emperor.  Upon  these  principles  he  already 
treats  with  Henry  II.,  and  a  new  storm  is  brewing 
in  the  empire. 

1551  — Charles  V.,  whom  one  would  have  imag- 
ined in  the  fulness  of  power,  was  nevertheless  pro- 
digiously embarrassed.  The  Protestant  parly  could 
not  be  attached  to  him,  nor  yet  could  they  be 
destroyed.  The  affair  of  Parma  and  Placentia,  in 
which  the  king  of  France  began  to  meddle,  exhibited 
the  prospect  of  an  approaching  war.  The  Turks 
were  still  in  Hungary,  and  in  Bohemia  almost  every- 
body revolted  against  his  brother.  Ferdinand. 

Charles  imagined  he  should  give  additional  wdght 
to  his  authority  by  engaging  his  brother  to  part  with 
his  title  of  king  of  the  Romans,  and  his  claim  of 
succeeding  to  the  empire,  in  favor  of  his  son,  Philip. 
Paternal  tenderness  might  have  suj^stcd  this 
design,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  imperial  authority 
stood  in  need  of  a  chief  who.  being  master  of  Spain 
and  of  the  new  world,  had  been  also  sufficiently 
powerful  to  control  at  the  same  time  his  enemies 
and  the  princes  of  the  empire.  It  is  also  certain  that 
the  princes  saw  thereby  their  prerogatives  in  danger, 
and  submitted,  not  without  difficiilty,  to  the  emper- 
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or's  views.  They  contributed  only  to  incense  Ferdi- 
nand, and  embroil  the  two  brothers. 

Charles  conies  to  an  open  rupture  with  Ferdinand, 
demands  the  deposition  of  the  electors,  and  requires 
their  votes  in  favor  of  his  son.  He  reaps  nothing 
ircxa  this  undertaking  hut  the  mortification  of  being 
refused,  and  of  seeing  the  elector  palatine  with  the 
electors  of  Saxony  and  of  Brandenburg  openly 
oppose  his  design. 

The  elector  Maurice  at  length  enters  Magdeburg 
upon  condition  that,  though  he  had  taken  this  town 
in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  he  subdued  it  for  him- 
self. The  same  ambition  which  had  prompted  him 
to  receive  the  electorate  of  Saxony  at  the  hands  of 
Charles  V.  now  spurred  him  on  to  unite  against  that 
prince  with  Joachim,  elector  of  Brandenburg ;  Fred- 
erick, the  count  palatine;  Christopher,  duke  of 
Wtirtemberg;  Ernest,  marquis  of  Baden-Durtach, 
and  several  other  princes.  This  league  was  infinitely 
more  dangerous  than  that  of  Smalcald.  Henry  11.. 
king  of  France,  a  young,  enterprising  prince,  joins 
the  league.  He  was  to  furnish  two  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  crowns  during  the  first  three  months 
of  the  war,  and  sixty  thousand  crowns  each  month 
following.  He  makes  himself  master  of  Cambray, 
Metz,  Toul,  and  Verdun,  protecting  them  as  vicar 
of  the  empire ;  a  singular  sort  of  title,  which  he  then 
assumed  for  a  pretext  as  if  he  had  been  really  one. 

The  king  of  France  had  already  seized  on  the  affair 
of  Parma  as  a  sufficient  cause  for  carrying  the  war 


into  Italy.  It  does  nut  apiwar  in  the  order  of  things 
thai  it  was  he  who  should  have  protecled  Ocuvio 
Famesc  against  the  emperor,  his  fatlier-in-]aw;  but 
it  was  very  natural  for  Henry  II.  to  leave  nothing 
tuiessayed  towards  the  recovery  of  the  tluchy  of 
Milan,  to  which  his  predecessors  had  always  pre- 
tensions. 

Henry  also  unites  with  the  Turks,  according  to 
the  plan  of  Francis  I.,  and  the  admiral  Dragut,  a 
man  not  less  formidable  than  Cheredin,  sumamed 
Barbarossa,  had  been,  made  a  descent  upon  the  coast 
of  Sicily,  and  pillaged  the  town  of  Augusta. 

The  array  of  Solyman  at  the  same  time  advances 
in  Hungary.  Julius  III.  was  the  only  person  who 
took  the  part  of  Charles  V.,  with  whom  he  united 
against  his  kinsman,  Octavio  Famcse ;  though  at 
bottom  the  interests  and  pretensions  of  the  pope  and 
the  emperor  were  ver)'  different,  each  pretending  a 
right  of  sovereignty  over  Parma  and  Plsccntta. 

The  French  also  carry  the  war  into  Piedmont  and 
Montferrat.  The  emperor  is  at  one  and  the  same  time 
obliged  to  oppose  a  formidable  army  of  Turks  in 
Hungary,  one-half  of  Germany  leagued  and  armed 
against  him,  and  a  king  of  France,  young,  rich  and 
well  served,  impatient  to  signalize  himself  and  to 
repair  the  misforttmes  of  his  predecessors. 

Charles  and  Ferdinand  are  reconciled  by  interest 
and  danger.  They  have  at  IcngUi  some  success  in 
Hungary. 

Ferdinand  was  at  the  same  time  happy  enough  to 


Churles  V. 


a37 


Ms  mask  and  [niblishes  a  manifesto,  declaring  him- 
self alEJed  to  the  king  of  France,  to  obtain  the  liberty 
of  John  Frederick,  the  very  man  whom  he  had  dis- 
possessed, the  enlargement  of  the  landgrave  of 
Hesse,  and  for  the  support  of  his  religion. 

He  is  joined  by  Joachim,  elector  of  Brandenburg. 
William,  son  of  the  imprisoned  landgrave  of  Hesse : 
Henry  Otho,  elector  palatine,  and  Albert  of  Meck- 
lenburg, are  up  in  arms  before  the  emperor  has 
drawn  together  any  troop«. 

Maurice  and  his  confederates  march  to  the  defiles 
of  Tyrol,  and  drive  out  the  few  Irapertaltsts  who 
possessed  them.  The  emperor  and  his  brother  Fer- 
dinand are  nigh  being  taken  prisoners,  and  save 
themselves  by  a  disorderly  flight.  Charles  always 
carries  with  him  the  old  ckxtur  of  Saxony  as  a.  pris- 
oner. He  offers  him  his  liberty.  That  he  refused  to 
accept  it  is  almost  unaccountable.  Perhaps,  if  the 
truth  was  known,  the  emperor  did  not  offer  it, 

Nevertheless,  about  the  beginning  of  April,  the 
king  of  France  seizes  upon  Verdun,  Toul,  and  Metz. 
He  takes  Hagenau  and  Weissenburg.  Thcoce  he 
turns  off  towards  Luxemburg  and  possesses  himself 
of  several  towns. 

To  add  to  the  emperor's  disgraces,  he  is  informed 
in  his  flight  that  tlic  pope  had  abandoned  his  interest 
and  declared  himself  neutral  between  France  and 
him.  It  was  about  this  time  that  his  brother  Fer- 
dinand was  excommunicated.  It  had  been  much 
more  to  the  pope's  honor  that  these  censures  were  not 
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mari>les  the  fuhers  of  the 
from  Trent,  and  the 

IB  tnese  onoifpy  nines  au  Geiuuny  is  a  p'^  to 
en  of  Bnadenburg  plunders  atl 
.  of  die  TcBKMric  order,  as  well  as 
NraBoef^  WfttTntn]^.  Mid  many  towns 
of  SoabiL  The  ooafederaics  destroy  by  fire  and 
fsord  the  A"™""*"Ty  of  tbe  elector  of  Mentz, 
Worm*.  Spins,  and  lay  siege  to  Fnnkfon. 

In  toe  m^w^iwt^  tne  co^ieiori  baving  retired  to 
hMM  and  iMWibleJ  ■■  anoy  after  so  many  ifii- 
giH.es,  wings  Dhe  cowiifdcratcs  into  booods.  A 
peacebasDchtdedoa  Aognst  IX  By  Ihb  renowned 
Pace  of  Passau  he  grams  a  grocral  amnest)-  to  all 
who  had  borne  anns  »ffmtat  ban  since  tbe  year  1546. 
Tbe  Protestants  not  only  obtain  a  free  exercise  of 
tbeir  religioo,  but  are  also  admitied  into  the  imperial 
cbamber,  «riieBce  after  the  victory-  of  Mdhlberg  they 
bad  been  exdnded-  It  is  some  matter  of  surprise 
ibat  the  liberty  of  tbe  landgrave  of  Hesse  was  not 
indaded  in  this  treaty,  he  remaining  still  confined  in 
tbe  fort  of  Rheinfds  until  he  should  give  security 
for  bis  fidelity.  Nor  is  it  less  mmdcrful  that  nothing 
was  stipulated  in  favor  of  John  Frederick,  the  for- 
mer elector  ol  Saxotiy. 

The  emperor,  nevenbeless,  a  short  time  after, 
sets  this  unfortunate  prince  at  liberty  and  penniu 
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htm  to  return  into  Thurjngia,  of  which  he  was  still 
master, 

The  happy  Maurice  of  Saxony,  having  crowned 
his  religion  with  laurels  and  humbled  the  emperor, 
enjoys  the  additional  glory  of  defending  him.  He 
leads  sixteen  thousand  men  into  Hungary  ;  notwith- 
standing such  assistance  Ferdinand  Bnds  it  impos- 
sible to  keep  possession  of  Upper  Hungary  without 
submitting  to  the  states  and  paying  an  annual  tribute 
of  twenty  thousand  golden  crowns  to  Solyman. 

This  was  a  hapless  year  for  Charles  V.  Piedmont, 
Montferrat,  and  Parma  were  overrun  with  French 
troops,  and  more  powerful  invasions  were  to  be 
feared  in  the  Milanese  and  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 
Dragut  infests  all  the  Italian  coasts. 

Notwithstanding  the  taxes  imposed  upon  the  Ger- 
mans after  (he  batiltr  of  Miihlbcrg.  and  the  treasures 
of  Mexico,  Charles's  finances  were  drained.  The 
vast  extent  of  his  territories,  his  voyages,  and  his 
wars,  absorb  them  all.  He  borrows  two  hundred 
thousand  golden  crowns  from  the  duke  of  Florence, 
Count  de  Medici,  and  gives  him  the  sovereignty 
jf  Piombino  and  of  the  island  of  Elba.     With  his 

sistancc  he  supports  himself  in  some  measure  in 
Italy,  and  lays  siege  to  Mctz  with  a  powerful  army. 

Albert  of  Brandenbitrg.  the  only  Protestant  prince 
who  still  held  out  against  him,  is  reconciled  and 
joins  his  forces ;  but  the  famous  Francis,  duke  of 
Guise,  who  defended  Metz  with  the  flower  of  the 
French  nobility,  obliges  them,  on  December  26,  to 
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raise  the  sicgt,  after  having  tain  Eixtj-five  day* 
before  the  town.  Charles  loses  in  this  nndcrtaking 
more  than  one-third  of  his  vnaj. 

1553  —  Charles,  to  revenge  himseli  for  the  imdt 
that  liad  been  offered  him  at  Jtletz,  sends  the  ooontt 
de  Lalain  and  de  Rotix  to  lay  siege  to  Teronanc, 
which  town  i»  taken  and  destroyed. 

Philibert  Emanuel,  prince  of  I^cdmonl,  afterwards 
duke  of  Savoy,  who  soon  became  one  of  the  greatest 
generals  of  the  age,  is  put  at  ihe  bead  of  the  imperial 
army.  He  takes  Hesdin,  which  is  razed  to  ttie 
ground  in  the  same  manner  as  Tcrouane.  But  the 
duke  of  Arscot,  who  commanded  a  considerable  body 
of  troops,  suffers  himself  to  be  beaten,  and  the  for- 
tune of  Charles  is  again  at  a  stand. 

The  affairs  of  Italy  remain  in  the  same  situatioa ; 
nor  are  those  of  Germany  settled.  The  restless 
Albert  of  Brandenburg,  called  Alctbiades,  still  beads 
a  body  of  troops  that  subsist  only  by  pillage.  He 
ravages  the  dominions  of  Henry  of  Brunswick,  and 
of  Maurice,  elector  of  Saxony. 

The  elector  Maurice  gives  him  battle  near  Hildcs- 
heim  in  the  month  of  July,  in  which  he  defeats 
Albert,  but  is  himself  killed.  This  prince,  though 
but  thirty-two  years  of  a^.  had  acquired  the  char- 
acta'  of  a  good  commander  and  a  great  politician. 
He  is  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Augustuis. 

Albert  the  .Mcibiadcs  still  contimres  the  civil 
war.  The  imperial  chamber  proceeds  against  him; 
notwithstanding  which  he  continues  bis  depreda- 
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tions,  Ijut  at  length,  wanting  men  and  money,  takes 
refuge  in  France.  The  emperor,  better  to  secure 
that  prodigious  power,  which  had  received  so  many 
additions  and  diminutions,  concludes  the  marriage  of 
his  son,  Philip,  with  Mary,  queen  of  England, 
daughter  of  Henry  VIU.  by  Catharine  of  Aragon. 

Though  the  parliament  of  England  made  it  an 
additional  clause  in  the  marriage  contract  that  the 
alliance  between  England  and  France  should  still 
subsist,  Charles  had  nevertheless  hopes,  and  those 
not  ill'grounded,  that  this  alliance  would  soon  be 
broken.  It  was  in  reality  to  arm  England  against 
Prance  that  Ik-  gave  Hut  kingdom  to  his  son  as 
sovereign,  and  liad  Mary  had  children,  the  house  of 
Austria  would  have  seen  all  the  states  of  Europe 
from  the  Baltic  Sea.  France  excepted,  subservient 
to  it5  laws. 

'554 — Charles  gives  up  the  kingdonw  of  Naples 
and  Sicily  to  his  son  Philip,  before  that  prince 
embarks  for  England,  where  he  lands  in  July,  and  is 
crowned  with  Mary,  his  spouse,  in  the  same  manner 
as  King  William  has  since  been  crowned  with 
another  Mary,  but  with  nothing  of  William's  power. 

The  war  between  Charles  V.  and  Henry  II.  is  still 
carried  on  upon  the  frontiers  of  France  and  Italy 
with  varying  success,  but  still  in  a  sort  of  equilib- 
rium. 

The  troops  of  France  still  remainc<]  in  Piedmont 
and  Montfcrrat,  though  their  number  was  inconsid- 
erable.   Nor  were  the  forces  of  the  emperor  in  the 
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MibDcse  very  nuroerous.  Ii  soemed  as  if  tbey  wtrc 
<lranied  oo  both  ddei„ 

CtMnio,  dnke  of  Florence,  takes  np  anns  in  behllf 
of  ibe  eaipgor.  Siena.  apprdmBve  of  falling  one 
<bjr  into  tbe  power  of  the  Plorentines,  as  it  after- 
wards  happened,  was  protected  by  the  Ftench- 
Mcdichino,  niarqais  of  %farignsn,  general  of  the 
Flocentinc  forces,  ganis  a  victory  over  the  Frcndi 
troop*  and  their  allies  on  Angnn  2.  Id  oonunemora- 
tion  of  this  Tictonr.  which  was  gained  on  St 
Stephen's  day.  Cosmo  instituted  the  order  disdn- 
gnisbed  by  ihe  name  of  this  saint. 

'555  —  Ernest,  eoant  of  Mansfdd,  pjvtmof  of 
Luxembarg.  was  very  near  to  getting  possession  of 
the  town  of  Metz,  by  the  intrigues  of  a  Franciscan 
hiar,  though  the  emperor  had  not  been  able  to  sub- 
due it  with  6fty  thousand  men.  This  friar's  name 
was  Leonard.  He  was  keeper  of  a  convent,  had  been 
confessor  to  the  duke  of  Guise,  and  was  greatly 
respected  in  the  town.  Through  his  means,  for 
several  days,  many  German,  Spanish,  and  Italian 
veterans  entered  the  town  disguised  like  Franciscan 
friars,  under  pretence  of  a  general  chapter,  which 
was  soon  to  be  held  therein. 

The  conspiracy  was  discovered  by  a  Carthusian ; 
Father  Leonard  is  arrested,  and  found  dead  on  the 
following  day.  His  body  is  carried  to  the  gallows, 
and  the  people  are  satisfied  with  making  eighteen 
Franciscan  friars  assist  at  his  gibbeting. 

The   ancient    papal    policy    revives    under   Pope 
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Paul  IV.,  of  the  house  of  Caraflfa.  This  policy,  as 
has  been  seen  in  the  course  of  this  work,  was  always 
to  preveni  the  cmiwror  from  becoming  too  power- 
ful in  Italy. 

Tlie  pop«  seems  to  have  forjjotlen  the  Co\mcil  of 
Trent.  All  his  thoughts  are  bunt  ni>on  making  war 
in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  and  the  Milanese  with  Uie 
assistance  of  France,  to  procure  if  possible,  these 
principal ilic-i  for  his  nephews.  In  case  Henry  II, 
shall  furnish  new  troo]>s,  he  engages  to  join  them 
with  ten  thousand  men. 

The  war  begins  to  grow  more  spirited  than  ever. 
Charles  saw  it  impossible  for  him  lo  have  one  peace- 
ful moment  He  was  tormented  by  the  gout,  and 
the  weight  of  such  a  variety  of  affairs  became  pain- 
ful to  him.  He  had  for  a  long  time  borne  a  principal 
part  in  all  the  transactions  of  Europe.  He  resolves 
to  finish  his  course  by  the  most  singular  action  of 
his  life,  that  of  abdicating  his  crowns  and  the 
empire. 

While  he  prepared  to  renounce  so  many  sover- 
eignties that  he  might  seclude  himself  in  a  monas- 
lerj',  he  confirms  the  liberty  of  the  Protestants  in  the 
Diet  of  Augsburg.  He  gives  up  to  them  the  ecclesi* 
astical  revenues  upon  which  they  had  seized,  and  on 
their  account,  the  form  of  oath  administered  to  the 
councillors  of  the  imperial  chamber  is  changed  to 
swearing  by  the  gospel,  instead  of  by  the  saints  as 
formerly.    Thus  does  the  conqueror  of  Mijhibcrg 


m^ 


Annals  of  the  Empire. 


give  way  to  necessity,  and  on  the  eve  of  assuming 
the  monkish  cowl,  acts  like  a  philosopher. 

On  November  34,  he  surrenders  the  Low  Coun- 
tries to  his  son  Pliilip.  in  presence  of  the  states 
assembled  at  Brussels;  and  Spain,  and  the  new 
world,  together  with  the  hereditary  province,  on 
January  10,  following. 

He  pardons  his  kinsman.  Octavio  Famese,  giving 
up  to  him  Placentia  and  the  Novarese,  after  which 
he  prepares  himself  to  surrender  the  empire  to  his 
brother,  the  king  of  the  Romans, 

1556 — All  things  disgusted  him.  Tbe  Turks 
were  masters  of  part  of  Hungary  as  far  as  Buda. 
and  troublesome  to  the  resL  The  Transylvantana 
bore  their  yoke  impatiently.  Protestantism  spread 
itself  in  Austria,  and  the  emperor  had  for  a  long 
time  determined  to  divest  himself  of  so  many  cares. 
Burdened  with  a  premature  and  infirm  old  age,  yet 
master  of  a  soul  free  from  illusion,  not  being  able 
to  cede  the  empire  to  his  son,  he  gives  it  up  to  his 
brother,  demanding  previously  the  consent  of  the 
holy  see;  he  certainly  had  not  made  this  demand 
when  elected  emperor  himself. 

Pope  Paul  [V.  abuses  the  submission  of  Charles 
V.  by  sending  him  a  refusal.  This  pontit7  was 
extremely  well  satisfied  to  see  him  quit  the  empire, 
and  to  mortify  him  at  the  same  time. 

Charles  V.,  without  consulting  the  pope  any  more. 
sends  his  abdication  to  Brussels  on  Sept.  17,  1556, 
and  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of  his  reign. 
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Charles  v.- Ferdinand  I. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  carries  the  crown  and 
imperial  scrptrc  to  Ferdinand.  Cliarles  soon  after 
embarks  for  Spain,  and  shuts  himself  up  at  Estre* 
madura  in  the  monastery  of  St.  Yuste,  of  the  order 
of  St.  Jerome. 

It  is  a  common  notion  that  he  repented  of  this 
proceeding;  but  this  is  an  opinion  founded  merely 
on  human  weakness,  which  believes  it  impossible 
to  quit  without  regret  that  which  is  so  furiously 
envied  by  the  world.  Charles  absolutely  no  more 
thought  of  that  theatre,  on  which  he  had  played  so 
considerable  a  part,  nor  yet  of  the  world  which  he 
had  troubled. 

Paul  IV'.  engages  the  ecclesiastical  electors  neither 
to  accept  of  the  dismission  of  Giarles  V.  nor  to 
acknowledge  Ferdinand.  It  was  his  business  to  sow 
the  seeds  of  discord  in  the  empire,  his  power  in 
Italy  acqmring  thence  new  strength ;  and  in  truth, 
all  the  acts  of  the  empire  were  published  in  the 
name  of  Clurles  V.  until  his  death:  a  fact  as 
important  as  it  is  true,  and  yet  not  taken  notice  of 
by  any  historian. 


FERDINAND  I. 

FORTY-SeCDND  EUPEROR. 

1557 — '^^*  abdication  of  Charles  V.  leaves  con- 
firmed the  power  of  the  German  princes.  The 
house  of  Austria,  divided  into  two  branches,  is  as  yet 
the  most  considerable  in  Europe;  but  the  Spanish 
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branch,  far  superior  to  the  other,  entirely  engrossed 
by  views  very  different  from  that  of  the  empire,  no 
longer  permits  the  Spanish,  Italian,  and  Flemish 
troops  to  contribute  to  the  imperial  greatness. 

Ferdinand  has  large  possessions  in  Germany; 
but  Upper  Hungary,  which  is  his,  scarcely  affords 
him  sufficiency  to  maintain  such  troops  as  were 
necessary  to  make  head  against  the  Turks.  The 
Bohemians  seemed  to  bear  their  yoke  with  regret, 
and  it  is  impossible  for  Ferdinand  to  be  powerful, 
independent  of  the  empire. 

The  first  year  of  his  reign  is  distinguished  by  the 
Diet  of  Ratisbon,  which  confirms  the  peace  of  relig- 
ion, by  reconciling  the  house  of  Hesse  to  that  of 
Nassau. 

The  elector  palatine,  the  elector  of  Saxony,  and 
the  duke  of  Qeves,  who  were  chosen  as  umpires, 
adjudge  the  counties  of  Darmstadt  to  Philip,  land- 
grave of  Hesse,  and  the  county  of  Diatz  to  William 
of  Nassau. 

This  year  is  marked  by  a  sort  of  war,  waged  by 
an  archbishop  of  Bremen,  of  the  house  of  Bruns- 
wick, against  Friesland.  And  here  is  evinced  the 
vast  utility  of  the  wise  institution  of  circles,  and  of 
directors  of  circles,  set  on  foot  by  Frederick  HI. 
and  Maximilian.  The  assembly  of  the  circle  of 
Lower  Saxony  re-establishes  peace. 

At  length  on  February  28,  the  electors  confirm 
the  abdication  of  Charles  and  the  sway  of  his 
brother,  at  Frankfort.     An  embassy  11  tent  to  the 
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pope,  which  he  refuses  to  receive,  stilt  pretending 
Ferdinand  was  not  emperor.  The  nmbassadors 
protest,  and  then  withdraw  from  Rome;  Ferdinand 
is  not  the  less  acknowledged  in  Germany. 

The  duchy  of  Sdileswig  is  still  acknowledged 
independent  of  the  empire. 

1558 — On  Sept.  2t,  iSsS.  happens  that  great 
event,  the  death  of  Charles  V.  h  is  well  known 
that,  ihrongli  a  whimsical  sort  of  devotion,  a  short 
time  before  his  last  illness,  he  caused  his  obsequies 
lo  be  celebrated,  himself  assisting  as  a  mourner; 
nay,  that  he  was  stretched  on  the  bier  in  the  middle 
of  the  church  of  St.  Yuste,  while  they  sang  "  De 
Proftindis."  In  this  last  action  of  his  life  he  seemed 
to  have  possessed  a  little  of  the  spirit  of  Joanna, 
his  mother,  and  yet  upon  the  throne  he  had  always 
conducted  himself  like  a  [lolitician,  a  liero,  and  a 
man  not  insensible  to  his  pleasures.  How  many 
contrarieties  united  in  his  disposition!  who,  lliough 
possessed  of  more  than  monkish  devotion,  was  sup- 
posed at  his  death  to  hold  several  of  Luther's  tenets. 
To  what  lenfjTths  will  not  human  weakness  and 
extravagance  extendi  Majcimilian  would  willingly 
be  pope.  Charles  V.,  though  he  died  a  monk,  yet  at 
hia  death  is  suspected  of  heresy. 

Since  the  funeral  rites  of  Alexander,  nothing 
had  been  so  superb  as  the  obsequies  of  Charles  V. 
in  the  manner  in  which  they  were  conducted  in  the 
principal  towns  of  his  dominions.  At  Brussels  they 
cost  seventy  thousand  ducats,     Kxpenses  as  noble 
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as  these  contribute  to  illustrate  the  memory  of  a 
great  man,  while  they  employ  and  encourage  arts. 
Yet  more  durable  monuments  should  have  been 
raised  than  a  show,  transitory  like  this,  whidb  is 
certainly  far  from  being  sufficient  Something 
ought  to  be  erected  to  immortality. 

1559 — Ferdinand  holds  a  diet  at  Augsburg,  in 
which  the  ambassadors  of  Henry  11.,  king  of  France, 
are  introduced.  France  had  just  made  peace  at 
Cateau-Cambresis  with  Philip  II.,  king  of  SpaiiL 
The  French  by  this  peace  preserved  in  Italy  only 
Turin,  and  some  other  towns,  which  they  afterwards 
gave  up;  but  they  kept  Metz,  Tou!,  and  Verdun, 
which  the  emperor  might  have  demanded,  yet  they 
are  hardly  spoken  of  in  the  diet.  It  is  barely  hinted 
to  the  ambassadors  that,  while  France  keeps  posses- 
sion  of  these  three  towns,  it  will  be  extremely  hard 
for  a  good  understanding  to  subsist  between  France 
and  Germany. 

The  new  pope,  Pius  IV.,  is  not  so  inflexible  as 
Paul  IV.,  but  soon  acknowledges  Ferdinand  for 
emperor. 

1560  —  On  November  29,  the  Council  of  Trent, 
after  having  been  so  long  suspended,  is  at  length 
re-established  by  a  bull  of  Pius  IV.  He  gives  notice 
of  the  assembling  of  this  council  to  all  sovereigns ; 
he  even  signifies  it  to  the  Protestant  princes  of  Ger- 
many. But  as  the  address  of  his  letters  was :  "  To 
our  most  dear  son,"  those  who  did  not  choose  to 
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acknowledge  (henuelves  children  of  the  pope,  send 
back  his  letter  unopened. 

1561 — Livonia,  wbicli  ba.d  hitherto  belonged  to 
the  empire,  is  divided  from  it  and  given  up  to 
Poland.  The  knights  of  Livonia,  who  were  a 
branch  of  the  knights  of  Uie  Teutonic  order,  had 
been  a  long  time  masters  of  this  province  under 
the  imperial  protection.  But  these  knights,  unable 
to  resist  the  Muscovites,  and  receiving  no  succor 
from  Germany,  give  up  this  province  to  Poland. 
Sigismund,  king  of  Poland,  confers  the  duchy  of 
Poland  and  the  dignity  of  viceroy  of  Livonia  on 
Godar  Ketler.  The  meetings  of  the  Council  of 
Trent  begin. 

1562  —  The  ambassador  of  Bavaria  contends  with 
that  of  Venice  for  precedence.  The  Venetians  are 
maintained  in  possession  of  their  rank.  The  com- 
munion by  bread  and  wine  is  one  of  the  first  tilings 
discussed  in  this  council.  The  council  neither  allows 
nor  forbids  it  to  the  seculars.  The  decree  barely 
states,  that  the  Church  has  very  just  reasons  for 
prohibiting  it,  and  that  the  fathers  shall  conduct 
themselves  in  this  af7air,  entirely  by  the  judgment 
of  the  pope,  which  shall  be  to  them  decisive. 

On  November  34  the  electors  at  Frankfort  tmani- 
mously  declare  Maximilian,  son  of  Ferdinand,  king 
of  the  Romans. 

All  the  clcdDTs  assist  personally  in  their  several 
functions  at  this  ceremony,  according  to  the  tenure 
of  the  golden  bull.    Thi«  solemnity  was  rendered  the 
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more  glorious  by  the  presence  of  an  ambassadw 
from  Solyman,  who  signs  a  peace  between  the  two 
emperors,  whereby  the  limits  of  Austrian  and  Otto- 
man Hungary  are  regulated.  Solyman  begins  to 
grow  old,  and  is  not  so  terrible  as  he  has  been. 
Nevertheless,  this  peace  was  of  no  long  duration; 
but  it  was  made  at  a  time  when  the  body  of  the 
empire  was  easy  and  happy. 

1 563  —  This  year  is  memorable  for  the  dissolution 
of  the  Council  of  Trent.  This  long  council,  which 
was  the  last  general  one,  neither  served  to  soften 
nor  subdue  the  enemies  of  the  Roman  church. 
They  published  some  edicts  concerning  discipline, 
which  were  scarcely  admitted  in  any  Catholic  coun- 
try, and  were  not  productive  of  any  one  great 
event. 

The  Council  of  Basel  had  rent  the  Church  and 
set  up  an  antipope.  That  of  Constance  kindled  the 
fires  of  persecution,  and  was  the  cause  of  thirty 
years'  war.  That  of  Lyons  deposed  an  emperor,  and 
drew  upon  it  his  vengeance.  That  of  Lateran 
stripped  Count  Raymond  of  his  dominion  of  Tou- 
louse, and  Gregory  VII.,  by  the  excommunication  of 
Henry  IV.  in  the  eighth  council  of  Rome,  set  all 
things  in  a  flame.  The  fourth  coimcil  of  Con- 
stantinople, which  was  held  against  Photius  in  the 
time  of  Charles  the  Bald,  was  a  scene  of  many  dis- 
putes. The  second  of  Nicxa,  under  Irenseus,  was 
still  more  tumultuous  and  more  disturbed  by  the 
disputes  about  images.    The  disputes  of  the  Mono- 


Ferdinand  I.  251 

thelites  were  very  near  maliing  ilie  third  council 
o£  Constantinople  a  bloody  one.  It  is  well  known 
that  great  divisions  actuated  the  councils  held,  on 
account  of  Arius.  The  Council  of  Trent  was  the 
only  one  which  had  been  conducted  with  modera- 
tion. 

[564  —  On  July  25  Ferdinand  dies.  A  will  that 
he  had  made  twentj-  years  before,  that  is  in  the  year 
1543,  and  which  he  did  not  contradict  in  his  last 
moments,  scattered  afar  the  seeds  of  that  war,  which 
disturbed  Europe  almost  two  hundred  years  after. 

This  famous  testament  of  t543.  stipulates  that,  in 
case  of  the  failure  of  the  male  issue  of  citlier  Ferdi- 
nand or  Charles  V.,  the  Austrian  territories  shall 
revert  to  his  {laughter,  Anne,  and  her  issue.  She  was 
the  second  daughter  of  Ferdinand,  and  wife  of 
Albert  II.,  duJce  of  Bavaria.  TTiis  foreseen  event 
happened  in  our  days,  and  embroiled  all  Europe. 
Many  unhappy  occurrences  would  Iiave  been  prc- 
venied,  if  the  will  o£  Ferdinand,  as  well  as  the  mar- 
riage contract  of  his  daughter,  Itad  been  more 
clearly  expressed. 

It  may  be  reTnarke<l.  that  this  Anne,  duchess  of 
Bavaria,  assumed  the  title  of  queen  of  Hungary  in 
her  marriage  contract,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  her 
sisters.  They  might  indeed  have  called  her  queen 
without  her  being  one.  as  she  was  called  archduchess 
without  possessing  any  archduchy.  However,  this 
custom  was  not  followed. 

Ferdinand,  besides,  by  his  last  will,  left  Hungary, 
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Bohemia,  and  Upper  and  Lover  Austria,  to  his  son. 
Maximilian,  king  of  Ui«  Komaiu.  To  his  seoood 
son,  Ferdinand,  he  bequeathed  Tyrol  and  anterior 
Austria.  To  Charles  he  left  5t>Tia,  Carinthia,  Car- 
niola,  and  all  his  possessions  in  Istria. 

The  Austrian  dominions  were  at  that  time  all 
divided:  but  the  empire,  which  still  remaioed  in 
that  house.  wa»  the  standard  under  which  all  the 
princes  of  that  liouse  reunited, 

Ferdinand  was  neither  crowned  in  Lombardy  nor 
in  Rome.  The  inutility  of  these  ceremonies  began 
to  be  perceived,  and  it  was  much  more  essential  for 
the  two  principal  branches  of  the  imperial  house, 
tSpain  and  Austria,  to  hold  a  good  intelligence  with 
each  other.  It  is  that  which  renders  Italy  submis- 
sive, and  brings  the  holy  see  to  a  dependence  on 
that  house. 

MAXIMILIAN  II. 


FDRTy-THIRD  EUPBROR. 

1564  — The  empire,  as  we  have  already  seen,  with' 
out  ceasing  to  be  elective,  becomes  hereditary.  The 
emperors  since  the  time  of  Charles  V.  desist  from 
crossing  the  Alps,  to  seek  cither  an  iron  crown,  or 
one  of  gold.  The  power  of  most  weight  in  Italy 
was  that  of  Philip  II.,  who,  though  at  the  same  time 
a  vassal  to  the  empire  and  to  tlic  holy  see.  goTcmed 
not  only  in  Italy  but  in  Home  by  his  politics,  and 
^jr  t^e  riches  of  ,^.qcw  world;  the  Arst  |;lauitngs 
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of  which,  and  no  more,  his  father  had  possessed, 
bat  he  enjoyed  its  real  sweets. 

The  empire  under  Maximilian  II..  as  imdcr  Fer- 
dinand I,,  was  certainly  Germany,  paramount  of 
Lombardy;  bet  this  Lombardy,  being  in  the  hands' 
of  Philip  II.,  belonged  rather  to  an  ally  than  a  vas- 
sal. Hungary  became  a  dominion  of  the  house  of 
Austria,  a  dominion  that  constantly  opposed  the 
Turks,  and  was  at  it  were  the  bulwark  of  Ger- 
many. 

Maximilian,  in  the  first  year  of  hts  reign,  is 
obliged,  as  his  father  and  grandfather  had  been 
before,  to  carry  on  a  war  against  Solyman. 

This  sultan,  who  had  defeated  the  generals  of 
Charles  V.  and  of  Ferdinand,  makes  war  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  life  by  his  lieutenants.  Transylvania 
furnished  him  with  a  pretext,  where  he  wanted 
always  to  name  a  tributar>-  vaivode,  and  John  Sigis- 
mnnd,  son  of  that  queen  of  Hungary  who  liad  ceded 
her  rights  for  some  villages  in  Silesia,  had  put  his 
hereditary  dominions  under  the  sultan's  protection, 
choosing  rather  to  be  a  sovereign  ami  tributary  to 
the  Turks  than  a  simple  lord.  The  war  is  carried 
on  in  Hungary ;  and,  in  Ihe  month  of  Janoary. 
Maximilian's  generals  take  Tokay.  Augustas, 
elector  of  Saxony,  is  the  only  prince  who  assists 
the  emperor  in  this  war.  The  thoughts  of  all  the 
princes,  both  Catholic  and  Protestant,  were  bent  on 
strengthening  themselves.  Religion  at  that  time 
engrossed  the  attention  of  the  people  more  than  H"^ 
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had  ev«r  divided  then).  The  greater  pin  of  tfae 
Catholics  in  Bavaria,  Austria,  Hungary,  and  Bohe- 
mia, in  acknowledging  tlK  Council  of  Trent,  stipu- 
late b«rety,  that  they  shall  be  admitted  to  commun- 
ion with  bread  and  wine;  and  the  priests,  who, 
before  the  breaking  tip  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  had 
been  permitted  to  marry,  desire  that  chcy  may  keep 
their  wives.  Maximilian  U,  prefers  these  two 
requests  to  the  pope.  Pope  Pius  IV.,  to  wl*om  the 
council  had  left  the  decision  of  the  sacrament, 
allows  the  German  laity  to  communicaie  as  the}' 
pleoae,  but  refuses  leave  to  the  pnesu  to  marry; 
besides,  the  laitj-  were  afterwards  deprived  of  wine 
in  their  communion. 

1565  —  A  treaty  is  made  with  the  Turks,  who  still 
remain  masters  of  Buda,  and  the  prince  of  Transyl- 
vania continues  under  their  protection. 

Solyman  sends  Bacha  Mustapha  to  besiege  Zigeth. 
Nothing  is  better  known  than  this  siege,  in  which 
(he  fortune  of  Solynian  expired. 

1566 — Notwithstanding  the  weakness  of  the 
imperial  power  ever  since  the  treaty  of  Passau,  the 
legislative  authority  was  still  vested  in  the  emperor ; 
and  was  quite  cBfectual  when  the  princes,  with  whom 
it  lud  to  deal,  were  not  too  powerful. 

Maximilian  II.  employs  this  authority  against 
John  Albert,  duke  of  Mecklenburg,  and  Ulric,  his 
brother;  each  of  whom  pretends  to  equal  rights  in 
the  town  of  Rostock,  from  which  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  prove  themselves  to  be  exempt,  whom  the 
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two  brothers  make  war  upon,  aud  unite  m  plun- 
dering. 

The  emperor  has  the  credit  of  terminating  this 
difference  by  an  imperial  coountssion. 

&olyman's  fleet  takes  the  town  of  Chio  from  the 
Venetians.  Ma,ximi]ian  thence  takes  occasion  to 
demand  in  the  Diet  of  Augsburp  more  powerful 
succors  than  had  been  granted  to  Charles  V.  in  the 
lime  that  Solyman  was  before  Vienna.  Tlie  Diet 
orders  soldiers  to  be  raised  for  him,  and  grants  him 
the  Roman  Months  for  three  years;  a  thing  that 
they  had  never  done  before. 

Count  Scrini,  who  commanded  In  Zigeth,  Is  killed 
in  defending  it,  after  having  with  his  own  liand  set 
the  town  on  fire.  Tbe  grand  vizier  sends  his  head 
to  Maximilian  with  a  message,  that  he  ought  to 
have  hazarded  his  own  head  in  coming  to  the  defence 
of  that  town,  since  he  had  under  his  command  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men. 

The  army  of  Maximilian,  the  death  of  Solyman, 
and  the  approach  of  winter,  all  contributed  to  stop 
the  progress  of  the  Turks. 

The  ill  success  of  the  imperial  campaign  was  laid 
hold  of  by  the  slates  of  Austria  and  Bohemia  to  sup- 
port their  demand  of  the  free  exercise  of  their  relig- 
ion, according  to  the  confession  of  Augsburg. 

About  this  time  begin  the  troubles  of  the  Low 
Countries,  and  Calvinism  had  already  set  France  in 
a  flame ;  but  Maximilian,  more  happy  tlian  Philip  II. 
or  the  king  of  France,  absolutely  refused  his  sub- 
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jeets  Iib«ny  of  coosci«ic«.  and  bis  army,  wtiich 
done  htm  but  little  scnrice  against  the  Tiiria,  nntB- 
tains  him  in  traoquillity  at  home. 

1567 — Tim  year  was  pregnant  with  nusferttmcs 
heaped  upon  the  ancieat  braodi  of  the  ekctonl 
house  of  Saxony,  which  Charles  V.  bad  deprheJ  of 
the  electorate. 

This  electorate,  given,  as  we  have  seen,  to  the 
younger  branch,  should  have  been  an  object  of  the 
elder's  regret.  A  gentleman  named  Gromnhach. 
who,  with  many  of  his  accomplices,  was  proscribed 
for  variou*  crimes,  retirefl  to  GoAa,  the  residence  of 
John  Frederick,  son  of  him  from  whom  the  duchy 
and  electorate  of  Saxony  Iiad  been  taken  after  the 
battle  of  Miihlberg. 

Groumbach  liad  principally  in  view  the  avenging' 
himself  on  Augustus,  elector  of  Saxony,  to  whom 
the  care  of  carrying  the  prosecution  agaitut  Grotmi- 
hach  into  execution  was  committed.  He  had  asso- 
ciated himself  with  several  villains,  t<^etheT  with 
whom  he  subsisted  upon  robbery  and  pillage,  and 
in  concert  with  these  he  sets  on  foot  a  design  of ' 
ausMtnating  the  elector.  One  of  the  conspirators, 
being  taken  at  Dresden,  confesses  the  plot.  The 
elector  Augustus  marches  hts  troops  under  an  imper- 
ial commission  to  Gotha.  Groiimbach,  whom  the 
duke  of  Gotha  protected,  'was  then  in  the  town, 
together  with  several  soldiers  resolutely  determined 
to  share  his  fortune,  be  It  what  it  might  The  duke 
of  Gotha's  troops  and  the  citizens  defend  their 
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*  bat  are  at  length  forced  to  surrender.  The  duke 
John  Frederick,  as  unfortunate  as  his  father,  is 
arrested,  carried  to  Vienru,  and  thence  transferred 
to  Naples,  while  his  dominions  are  given  to  his 
brother  William.  Grouinbach  and  his  accomplices 
are  instantly  executed. 

1568  — The  troubles  of  the  Low  Countries 
increase.  William  the  Silent,  prince  of  Orange,  now 
head  of  a  party  who  founded  the  republic  of  the 
United  Provinces,  applies  himself  to  the  emperor  as 
the  principal  chief  of  the  Low  Countries,  which  were 
always  looked  upon  as  belonging  to  the  empire  ;  and 
in  effect  the  emperor  sends  his  brother,  Cliarles  of 
Austria,  archduke  of  Gratz,  into  Spain  to  soften 
Philip  IL,  but  he  can  neither  prevail  upon  the  king 
of  Spain,  nor  hinder  most  of  the  Protestant  princes 
of  Germany  from  assisting  the  prince  of  Orange. 

The  duke  of  Alva,  that  bloody  governor  of  the 
Low  Countries,  presses  the  emperor  to  deliver  up  to 
him  the  prince  of  Orange,  who  was  at  that  time 
levying  troops  in  Germany.  The  reply  of  Maximil- 
ian was,  that  the  supreme  jurisdiction  of  the  Low 
Countries  being  vested  in  the  empire,  he  ought  for 
this  purpose  to  address  himself  to  the  imperial  diet. 
Such  an  answer  showed  very  sufficiently,  that  the 
prince  of  Orange  was  a  man  whom  they  dared  not 
arrest. 

The  emperor,  without  intermeddling  at  all  in  the 
quarrel,  leaves  the  prince  of  Orange  at  the  head  of 

one  party  of  German  troops  to  make  war  on  another 
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party  oi  German  troops.  It  was,  however,  natunl 
for  liitn  to  a&si&t  liia  cousin  Philip  in  this  affair;  the 
ax>re  to,  as  he  had  made  peace  that  vcr>-  same  year 
with  Sclim  11.,  successor  to  the  great  Soljinan.  Bui 
apparently  after  this  peace  he  was  allowed  no  more 
Roman  Months. 

Yet  so  far  was  he  from  assisting  his  cousin,  the 
Icing  of  Spain,  in  the  reduction  of  his  subjects  in  the 
Low  Countries,  who  demand  liberty  of  conscience, 
that  be  appears  to  disapprove  the  conduct  of  Philip 
in  soon  after  permitting  the  Austhans  to  adopt  the 
confession  of  Augsburg.  He  afterwards  promises 
the  pope  to  revoke  that  permission.  All  these  things 
manifest  his  authority  to  be  wcalt,  confined,  and 
unstable.  It  had  been  said  that  Maximilian  feared 
the  enemies  of  his  communion  as  too  powerful  a 
party;  and  indeed  the  house  of  Brandenburg  was 
entirely  ProtestanL  A  son  of  the  elector,  John 
George,  chosen  archbishop  of  Magdeburg,  publicly 
professed  the  Protestant  religion.  A  bishop  of 
Verdun  docs  the  same.  The  duke  of  Brunswick, 
Julius,  also  embraced  that  religion,  his  subjects 
already  professing  it.  The  elector  palatine  and  mo&t 
of  his  country  profess  Protestantism.  The  Catholic 
religion  hardly  existed  any  longer  in  Germany,  but 
with  the  ecclesiastical  electors,  the  episcopal  terri- 
tories, and  in  the  abbeys,  as  well  as  some  com* 
roanderies  of  the  Teutonic  order,  in  the  hereditary 
dominions  of  the  bouses  of  Austria  and  Bavaria; 
and  even  there  were  many  Protestants  as  well  as  in 
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Bohemia:  all  these  things  aullionzird  the  liberly 
Maximilian  gave  to  the  Protestant  religion  In 
Au&tria:  but  there  is  another  stronger  reason 
added;  that  is,  the  states  of  Austria  had  on  this 
account  promised  him  considerable  subsidies. 

1569 —  In  the  midst  of  these  wars  of  religion  and 
politics,  behold  a  dispute  founded  on  vanity.  Cosmo 
II.,  duke  of  Florence,  and  Alplionso,  duke  of  Fcr- 
rara,  contend  for  precedency.  Rank  had  been 
settled  in  Germany  by  the  diets;  but  (here  being  no 
diets  in  Italy,  the  disputes  about  rank  remained 
still  undetermined.  These  two  dukes  were  both 
related  to  the  emperor.  Francis,  the  hereditary 
prince  of  Florence,  and  the  duke  of  Ferrara,  had 
each  of  them  married  sisters  of  Maximilian.  The 
two  dukes  leave  their  difference  to  his  arbitration; 
but  Pope  Pius  V,,  who  looked  upon  the  duke  of 
Ferrara  as  his  feudatory,  and  the  duke  of  Florence 
as  hifi  ally,  hastens  to  give  a  new  title  to  Cosmo,  con- 
ferring upon  him  with  much  ceremony  the  dignity 
of  Grand  Duke,  as  if  the  bare  word  "  Grand  "  made 
some  vast  addition  to  power.  Maximilian  is 
extremely  irritated  at  the  pope's  arrogating  to 
himself  a  right  of  giving  titles  to  the  feudatories 
of  the  empire,  and  of  anticipating  his  judgment 
The  duke  of  Florence  pretends  that  he  is  no  feu- 
datory. The  pope  maintains,  that  he  has  not  only 
the  power  of  making  grand  dukes,  but  kings.  The 
dispute  grows  more  inflamed :    but  at  length  the 
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grand  duke,  who  wu  rery  rich,  was  acknowlAl^^ 
by  the  emperor. 

1570  —  This  year  was  held  the  Diet  of  Spires.  ia.\ 
which  most  of  the  dominions  of  tlie  unhappy  duke 
of  Gotha,  who  remains  confined  in  Naples,  are 
restored  to  his  children.  A  peace  is  also  there  con- 
cluded between  tlie  emperor  and  John  Sigismund,] 
prince  of  Transylvania,  who  is  acknow1e<lgcd  sovcr- 
dgti  of  that  province,  renouncing  his  title  of  king 
of  Hungary ;  a  litle  vain  above  all  others  t  Mnce  one 
part  of  the  kingdom  was  possessed  by  the  French, 
and  the  rest  belonged  to  the  Turks. 

The  great  differences,  which  had  so  long  troubled 
the  peace  of  the  North  on  account  of  Livonia,  were  | 
Uiere  terminated.  Sweden,  Denmark.  Poland,  and 
Muscovy,  .itl  disputed  about  this  province ;  and 
yet  in  Germany  it  was  looked  upon  as  a  province  of 
the  empire.  Sigismund,  king  of  Sweden,  cedes  all 
his  possessions  in  Livonia  to  Maximilian;  the  rest 
is  put  under  the  protection  of  the  king  of  Deranark : 
they  unite  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands , 
of  the  Muscovites.  The  town  of  Lubeck  is  com- 
prehended in  this  treaty  as  3  prindpal  party.  All 
its  commercial  privileges  with  Sweden  and  Deo' 
mark  are  confirmed.  This  town  became  sdtt  more 
powerful. 

The  Venetians,  whotn  the  Turks  were  every  day 
despoiling  of  some  town  or  other,  had  made  a  league 
with  the  pope  and  the  king  of  Spain.  The  emperor 
refuses  to  come  into  it,  fearing  to  bring  the  Otto- 
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man  forces  into  Hungary,  and  Philip  tl.  accedes 
merely  throng))  form. 

Tlie  governor  of  tlie  Milanese  raises  troops  to 
enable  him  to  seize  upon  the  marquisate  of  Finale, 
belonging  to  the  house  of  Caretto.  The  Genoese 
had  also  an  eye  upon  this  spot  of  ground,  and  were 
troublesome  to  the  proprietor  of  it.  France  might 
have  assisted  them.  Tlie  marquis  of  Caretto  was  at 
Vienna,  where,  in  quality  of  vassal  of  ihc  empire,  he 
demanded  justice;  and  in  the  meantime  Philip  II. 
seizes  upon  his  dominions,  easily  findirig  means  of 
prevailing  in  the  imperial  council. 

1572 — After  the  deatli  of  Sigismimd  II..  king  of 
Poland,  the  last  of  the  race  of  Jagellon.  Ataximilian 
in  an  underhand  way,  makes  interest  for  the  throne, 
which  he  flatters  himself  the  republic  of  Poland  will 
offer  him  by  embassy. 

The  secret  intrigues  of  Maximilian  prove  fruit- 
less ;  for  the  republic,  looking  upon  tlieir  throne  to 
be  worth  the  trouble  of  asking  for,  send  no  embassy. 

1573 — The  duke  of  Anjou,  one  of  the  competi- 
tors, is  elected,  on  May  i,  to  the  great  discontent  of 
ihc  Protestant  princes  of  Germany,  who  cannot. 
without  horror,  behold  so  near  them  a  man  stained 
with  blood  in  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew. 

1574  — The  prince  of  Orange,  who  supjiorted 
himself  in  the  I-ow  Countries  by  his  valor  and  repu- 
tation against  all  the  power  of  Pliilip  TI.,  hold.s  an 
assembly  of  the  lords  and  deputies  from  the  princi- 
pal towns  of  his  part>-  at  Dordrecht,  whither  the 
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emperor  sends  an  imperial  commissary,  apparently 
to  support  the  majesty  of  the  empire,  and  manage 
an  accommodation  between  Philip  and  the  confed- 
erates. 

1575 — Maximilian  causes  his  eldest  son,  Rudolph, 
to  be  elected  king  of  the  Romans  in  the  Diet 
of  Ratisbon.  Through  long  custom,  apprehension 
of  the  Turks,  and  the  convenience  of  having  a  chief 
able  to  support  the  imperial  dignity  by  his  own 
power,  the  possession  of  the  imperial  throne  became 
necessarily  lodged  in  the  house  of  Austria. 

The  princes  of  the  empire  were  not  less  masters 
of  their  own  rights.  The  elector  palatine  furnished 
troops  to  the  Calvinists  of  France,  while  those  of  the 
Low  Countries  were  assisted  by  other  princes. 

The  crown  of  France  devolving  to  the  duke  of 
Anjou,  king  of  Poland,  by  the  death  of  Charles  IX., 
he  quits  Poland  as  if  he  fled  from  a  prison;  and 
that  throne  being  consequently  declared  vacant, 
Maximilian  at  length  has  the  credit  to  get  himself 
elected  king  of  Poland  on  December  15. 

But  an  opposing  faction  put  a  most  atrocious 
affront  on  Maximilian,  proclaiming  as  king  Stephen 
Bathori,vaivode  of  Transylvania,  the  sultan's  vassal ; 
a  man  looked  upon  in  the  court  of  Vienna  as  a 
rebel  and  a  usurper.  The  Polanders  marry  him  to 
the  sister  of  Sigismund  Augustus,  the  last  of  the 
blood  of  the  Jagellons. 

John,  czar  of  Muscovy,  offers  to  take  the  part  of 
Maximilian,  hoping  thereby  to  regain  Livonia.    The 
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"court  of  Muscovy,  unpolished  as  it  was  in  those 
days,  had  nevenheless  the  same  views  it  has  so 
gloriously  manifested  in  these. 

The  Ottoman  court  threatens  to  side  with  Stephen 
Bathori  against  the  emperor.  Thus  politics  appear 
to  have  been  then  the  same  that  they  arc  now. 

Maximilian  endeavors  to  engage  the  emperor  in 
his  quarrel ;  but  the  Protestants,  instead  of  assisting 
him  to  become  more  powerful,  content  themselves 
with  soliciting  in  the  diet  free  liberty  for  the  Prot- 
estant noblesse  of  the  ecclesiastical  countries  pub- 
licly  to  profess  the  Augsburg  confession. 

1576 — Maximilian,  uncertain  of  being  able  to 
support  his  election  to  the  crown  of  Poland,  departs 
this  life  on  August  12,  aged  49. 

RUDOLPH   II. 


POHTY-FOURTH   GMPEROK. 

1577 —  Rudolph,  who  had  been  crowned  kir^ 
of  ttic  Romans  in  the  life  of  his  father,  holds  the 
reins  of  the  empire  with  a  feeble  hand.  There  were 
no  otlier  articles  than  those  of  Charles  V.  In  the 
diet*  all  things  were  conducted  as  usual.  There 
were  the  same  manners,  the  same  interest ;  and  the 
same  form  of  government  still  prevailed.  Rudolph 
barely  promises,  in  the  first  diet  held  at  Frank- 
fort, to  conform  himself  to  the  regulations  of  the 
preceding  diets.  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  diet 
the  German  princes  proposed  appeasing  the  dis- 
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turbances  in  the  Low  Countries  by  curtailing  the 
authority,  as  well  as  the  severity  of  Philip  II.,  show- 
ing thereby  that  the  interests  of  the  princes  and 
lords  of  Flanders  were  very  dear  to  them,  and  that 
they  would  endeavor,  as  much  as  possible,  to  prevent 
the  eldest  branch  of  Austria  from  oppressing  its 
vassals,  whereby  it  set  an  example  to  the  youi^r 
to  tyrannize  over  theirs. 

Such  was  the  spirit  of  the  Germanic  body;  and 
it  was  evident  that  the  emperor  Rudolph  was  not 
more  absolute  than  Maximilian,  since  he  could  not 
prevent  his  brother,  the  archduke  Matthias,  frran 
'  accepting  the  government  of  the  Low  Countries,  on 
account  of  the  confederates,  who  are  armed  against 
Philip  II.,  so  that  on  the  one  hand  is  seen  Don  John 
of  Austria,  natural  son  to  Charles  V.,  governing 
Flanders  in  the  name  of  Philip  II.,  and  the  rebels 
headed  on  the  other  by  his  nephew  Matthias.  The 
emperor  remains  neutral,  while  Germany  furnishes 
each  side  with  mercenaries. 

Rudolph  is  not  more  disturbed  by  the  irruptions 
which  the  Muscovites  made  at  that  time  in  Livonia. 

1578 — .The  Low  Countries  become  a  theatre  of 
war,  confusion,  and  politics.  Philip  II.,  in  having 
neglected  to  endeavor  to  restore  order  in  proper 
time,  as  Charles  V.  would  have  done,  commits  a 
fault  never  to  be  repaired.  The  archduke  Matthias, 
contributing  scarcely  more  than  his  name  to  the 
cause  of  the  confederates,  had  less  power  than  the 
prince  of  Orange,  while  the  prince  of  Orange  had 
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not  sufficient  10  send  liim  assistance.  The  prince 
palatine  Casimir.  tutor  to  the  young  elector,  Fred- 
erick IV.,  who  bad  marched  into  France  with  a 
little  amiy  to  the  assistance  of  the  Protestants,  comes 
with  the  remainder  of  this  army,  and  some  new 
troops,  to  assist  theirs  and  the  cause  of  the  revolu- 
tionists in  tlie  Low  Countries.  The  brother  of 
Henry  111.,  king  of  France,  who  bore  the  title  of 
duke  of  Anjou,  although  a  Catholic,  was  called  in 
to  the  assistance  of  the  confederates.  Thus  there 
were  four  powers  endeavoring  each  to  profit  by  these 
disturbances ;  the  archduke.  Prince  Casimir.  the 
dulce  of  Anjou,  and  the  prince  of  Orange;  the 
whole  four  disunited,  and  Don  John  of  Austria, 

\,  famous  for  the  battle  of  Lepanto,  singly  opposed 
them  alt.  It  is  claimed  that  thij  same  Don  John 
aspired  to  the  sovereignty.  So  many  troubles 
sprung  from  Philip's  having  abused  his  power,  and 
his  not  having  supported  that  abuse  by  his  presence. 
Without  any  proof  whatsoever,  and  purely  from 

.  a  desire  of  rendering  him  odious.  Philip  II.  is 
accused  of  having  hastened  the  death  of  his  brother, 
Don  John  of  Au.stria,  who  died  October  i. 

'579 — During  the  desolation  of  the  Low  Coun- 

•■.tries,  and  while  that  great  commander  Alexander 
Famese,  prince  of  Parma,  successor  of  Don  John, 
supports  the  cause  of  Philip  II.  and  of  the  Catholic 

„  religion,  by  arms.  Rudolph,  like  his  father,  takes 
up  the  office  of  mediator.     The  crown  of  France, 

■.i  and  Elizabeth,  queen  of  Englanil.  furnish  the  con- 
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federates  with  men  and  money,  and  the  emperor 
assists  Philip  only  by  good  offices,  which  are 
ine£Fectual.  Rudolph  was  by  no  means  solicitous 
enough  about  his  character,  nor  was  he  sufficiently 
powerful  from  the  form  which  the  empire  had  taken. 
His  mediation  is  eluded  by  both  parties.  The  inflex- 
ible Philip  II.  absolutely  refuses  liberty  of  con- 
science, and  the  prince  of  Orange  chooses  not  to 
accept  of  a  peace  which  would  reduce  him  to  the 
character  of  a  private  man. 

1580 — The  prince  of  Orange  had  found  the 
secret  of  resisting  Famese,  and  to  rid  himself  of  the 
archduke  Matthias.  This  archduke  lays  down  his 
equivocal  government,  and  demands  a  pension  from 
the  states,  which  they  assign  him  upon  the  episcopal 
revenues  of  Utrecht. 

1581  — ■  Matthias  withdraws  from  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, having  done  nothing  but  stipulated  for  his 
pension,  one-half  of  which  they  retrench.  The 
states-general,  by  a  public  edict,  dated  July  26,  in  a 
l^al  manner  throw  off  the  government  of  the  king 
of  Spain,  but  do  not  deny  their  belonging  to  the 
empire.  Their  situation,  in  respect  to  Germany, 
remains  undetermined;  and  the  duke  of  Anjou, 
who  had  been  elected  duke  of  Brabant,  endeavoring 
to  enslave  the  nation  that  he  came  to  defend,  is 
disconcerted  and  obliged  to  retire  in  the  year  1583, 
leaving  the  prince  of  Orange  more  powerful  than 
ever. 

1582  —  Pope  Gregory  XIII.,  having  signalized 
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his  pontificate  by  reforming  the  calendar,  the  Prot- 
estant princes,  not  only  of  Germany,  but  of  all 
Europe,  oppose  the  reception  of  this  necessary 
reformation.  They  had  no  other  reason  for  it,  but 
that  of  its  being  Rome  that  administered  this  service. 
Tliey  feared  making  that  court  appear  too  rcs(}cct- 
able,  should  they  receive  Instructions  from  it;  and 
that,  should  the  people  receive  astronomical  laws 
from  it,  they  perhaps  would  not  refuse  its  religious 
ones.  The  emperor  is  obliged,  in  the  Diet  of  Augs- 
burg, to  appoint  the  imperial  chamber  to  observe  the 
Julian  style,  made  in  the  time  of  Caesar,  which, 
Ihougli  it  had  been  then  good,  was  now  bad. 

A  very  extraordinary  event  disturbs  the  empire 
this  jrear.  Gebhard  Truchsess,  archbishop  of  Co- 
logne,  who  was  no  priest,  had  embraced  the  con- 
fession of  Augsburg,  and  at  Bonn  was  privately 
married  to  Agnes  of  Mansfeld,  a  nun  of  the  mon- 
astery of  Guerichen.  It  was  no  extraordinary  thing 
for  a  bishop  to  marry;  but  this  bishop  was  an 
elector ;  he  wanted  to  espouse  his  wife  publicly,  and 
to  keep  his  electorate.  An  electorate  is  certainly  a 
secular  dignity.  It  might  have  happened  ver>-  easily 
that  the  electorate  of  Cologne  had  been  divided  from 
the  archbishopric:  that  the  prelate  had  been  at  the 
same  time  a  Lutheran  bishop  and  an  elector.  At 
that  time  the  only  Catholic  electors  were  the  king 
of  Bohemia,  the  archbishojjs  of  Mentz  and  of  Trier. 
The  empire  seems;  well  nigh  falling  into  the  hands 
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of  the  Protestants,  and  that  alone  might  have  given 
a  new  face  to  the  affairs  of  Europe. 

Gebhard  Truchsess  endeavors,  without  success, 
to  introduce  Lutheranism  into  Cologne.  The  dup- 
ter  and  senate  were  much  more  attached  to  the 
Catholic  religion,  sharing  in  a  great  measure  the 
sovereignty  with  the  elector,  which  they  were  afraid 
to  lose.  In  effect,  the  elector,  though  a  sovereign, 
was  far  from  being  absolute.  Cologne  is  an  imperial 
town,  governed  by  its  ma^strates.  Soldiers  are 
raised  on  every  side,  and  the  archbishop  fights  for 
his  mistress  with  success. 

1583 — The  Protestant  princes  take  part  with  the 
elector  of  Col<^fne.  The  elector  palatine,  and  the 
electors  of  Saxony  and  Brandenburg,  write  in  his 
favor  to  the  emperor,  to  the  chapter  and  senate  of 
Cologne ;  but  proceeded  no  further ;  and  as  they 
had  no  personal  interest  that  should  induce  them  to 
make  war  on  account  of  this  marriage,  at  least  at 
present,  they  do  not, 

Truchsess  is  only  assisted  by  some  petty  princes. 
The  archbishop  of  Bremen,  who  had  married  as 
well  as  he,  brings  some  cavalry  to  his  assistance. 
The  count  von  Sojms  and  some  Lutheran  gentlemen 
of  Westphalia  send  him  troops  in  the  heat  of  the 
dispute.  The  prince  of  Parma,  on  the  other  hand, 
sends  in  his  favor  to  the  chapter.  A  canon  of  tiie 
ancient  house  of  Saxony,  which  is  the  same  as  that 
of  Brunswick,  commands  the  army  of  the  chapter, 
and  pretends  it  is  a  holy  war. 
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The  elector  of  Cologne,  having  now  nothing  to 
ciire  for,  celebrates  his  marriage  publicly  at  Koscn- 
Jal  during  this  jictty  war,  The  emperor  Rudolph 
concerned  himself  no  further  in  this  affair  than  in 
exhorting  the  archbishop  to  <iuit  his  church  and  his 
electorate ;  but  he  detemiinc&  to  preserve  both  hit 
nun  and  his  religion. 

Fope  Gregory  XIII.  excommunicates  him  as  a 
rotten  member,  and  orders  the  election  of  a  new 
archbishop.  This  bull  of  the  pope  causes  the  Prot- 
estant princes  to  rebel ;  but  they  only  make  some 
motions.  Ernest  of  Baviria,  bishop  of  Ucgc,  of 
Frcising,  and  Hildeahcim.  ia  chosen  elector  of 
Cologne,  and  maintains  his  election  by  force  of  arms. 

The  prince  ijalatine.  Casimir.  is  the  only  person 
who  at  that  time  assists  the  dethroned  elector,  and 
even  that  wa.s  for  but  a  short  time.  The  town  of 
Bonn  was  soon  the  only  one  which  Truchsess  could 
call  his  own.  The  troops  which  had  been  sent  by  the 
duke  of  Parma,  join  his  rival,  and  lay  siege  to  Bonn, 
which  is  soon  obliged  to  surrender. 

1584 — The  old  elector  still  wrestles  with  his  ill 
fortune:  he  has  some  few  troops  left:  these  are 
defeated ;  and  at  length  being  neither  sufficiently 
able  nor  happy  to  arm  any  considerable  potentates 
in  his  favor,  he  has  no  other  resource  but  that  of 
retiring  to  The  Hague,  where,  under  the  protection 
of  the  prince  of  Urange,  he  leads  a  life  even  beneath 
indiflfercnt.  The  interior  parts  of  the  empire  are  at 
peace.    The  Catholics  in  general  acknowledge  the 
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new  calendar.  The  treaty  with  the  Turks  is  pro- 
longed ;  but,  in  truth,  at  the  expense  of  a  tribute ; 
and  Rudolph  imagines  himself  happy  enough  in 
being  able  to  purchase  peace  from  Amurath  III. 

1585  —  Led  by  the  example  of  Gebhard  Truch- 
sess,  two  other  bishops  renounce  their  bishoprics; 
the  one  is  a  son  of  William,  duke  of  Cleves,  who 
quits  the  diocese  of  Mtinster,  that  he  may  be  able  to 
marry;  the  other  is  the  bishop  of  Minden,  of  the 
house  of  Brunswick. 

1586  —  Fanaticism  does  that  for  Philip  II.  whtdi 
he  had  vainly  endeavored  for  through  a  ten  years* 
war;  that  is,  delivers  him  from  the  prince  of 
Orange. 

This  illustrious  founder  of  the  liberty  of  the 
United  Provinces  is  assassinated  by  Bahhazar  Ger- 
rard,  a  native  of  Franche-Comte.  An  attempt  of 
this  nature  had  been  before  essayed  by  a  Biscayan 
named  Jaurigni;  but  he  was  cured  of  the  wound. 
Salcedo  had  conspired  against  his  life;  and  it  is 
observable,  that  Jaurigni  and  Gerrard  had  received 
the  sacrament  preparatory  to  this  action. 

Maurice  II. 's  son  succeeds  him  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een. It  was  he  who  afterwards  became  the  greatest 
general  in  Europe.  The  Protestant  princes  of  Ger- 
many give  him  no  assistance,  though  it  was  for  the 
interest  of  their  religion ;  but  they  send  troops  into 
France  to  the  king  of  Navarre,  .afterwards  Henry 
IV.,  because  the  Calvinist  party  in  France  were 
able  to  pay  their  soldiers,  and  Maurice  was  not. 
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1587 —  Prince  Maurice  still  continnes  fh*  war  in 
the  Low  Countries  against  Alexander  Famcsc.  He 
levies  some  troops  among'  the  Protestants  of  Ger- 
many at  the  expense  of  the  states  of  Holland.  This 
was  all  the  assi&tance  thai  he  could  possibly  pro- 
cure. 

A  new  throne  offers  itself  to  the  house  of  Austria, 
which  honor  contributes  to  show  still  more  how 
very  low  was  the  credit  of  Rudolph. 

Stephen  Bathori,  vaivodc  of  Transylvania,  and 
king  of  Poland,  dying  on  Dec.  13.  1586,  Fedor,  czar 
of  Muscovy,  enters  the  lists  to  succeed  him;  but  is 
unanimously  rejected.  One  faction  declare*  for 
Sigismund,  king  of  Sweden,  tioa  of  John  tlL  by  a 
princess  of  the  blood  of  the  Jagellons;  another 
faction  prcKilaims  the  emperor's  brother,  Maximilian. 
They  both  march  into  Poland  at  the  head  of  their 
troops.  Maximilian,  being  defeated,  retires  to 
Silesia,  while  his  competitor  is  crowried. 

1588 —  Ma.xiniilian  is  a  second  time  defeated  by 
Zamoyski,  the  Polish  general ;  fae  i»  shut  up  in  a 
castle  near  Lublin,  and  his  brother  Rudolph  can  do 
no  more  for  him  than  entreat  Philip  II.  to  engage 
Pope  Sixtus  V.  to  write  in  favor  of  the  prijioncr. 

1589 —  Maximilian  is  at  last  set  at  liberty,  having 
renounced  all  title  to  the  kingdom  of  Poland:  he 
has  an  interview  with  Sigismund  before  his  depar- 
ture :  it  is  remarkable  that  the  title  of  majesty  was 
not  given  him,  because  in  Germany  it  was  taken  by 
none  but  the  emperor. 
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1590 — The  only  event  which  now  concerns  the 
empire  is  the  war  in  the  Low  Countries,  which  lays 
waste  the  frontiers  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  and 
the  neighborhood  of  Westphalia.  The  districts  of 
these  provinces  content  themselves  with  complaining 
of  each  party.  The  languid  spirit  of  the  head  had  by 
this  time  infected  the  members  of  the  empire. 

1591 — Henry  IV.,  who  had  his  kingdom  of 
France  to  conquer,  sends  Viscount  Turenne  into 
Germany  to  bargain  for  troops  with  some  of  the 
Protestant  princes.  The  emperor  vainly  opposes 
him.  Christian,  elector  of  Saxony,  influenced  by 
Vtsrount  Turenne,  supplies  him  both  with  men  and 
money;  but  he  died  while  this  army  was  on  the 
road  to  France,  whereby  only  an  inconsiderable  part 
of  it  reached  that  kii^om.  Nothing  material 
besides  happened  at  this  time  in  Germany. 

1592  — A  civil  war  is  occasioned  by  a  nomination 
to  the  bishopric  of  Strasburg,  as  had  lately  happened 
at  Cologne  on  a  different  account.  The  people  of 
Strasburg  were  Protestants:  their  bishop,  who 
resided  at  Saveme,  and  was  a  Catholic,  dies.  The 
Protestants  elect  John  George  of  Brandenburg,  a 
Lutheran;  the  Catholics  choose  the  cardinal  of 
Lorraine.  The  emperor  Rudolph  appoints  by 
commission  one  of  his  brothers,  the  archduke  Fer- 
dinand, to  adjust  the  difference  and  conduct  the 
administration.  He  is  acknowledged  neither  by 
Catholics  nor  Protestants.  The  cardinal  of  Lorraine 
supports  his  right  at  the  head  of  ten  thousand  men. 
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The  cantons  of  Bemc.  of  Zurich,  and  of  Basel  fur- 
nish troops  to  the  Protestant  bishop.  They  are  joined 
by  a  prince  of  Anhalt,  who  returned  from  France, 
where  he  had  unsuccessfiiJIy  served  Henry  IV. 
This  prince  of  Anhalt  defeats  the  cardinal  of  Lor- 
raine. This  &l7air  is  put  into  arbitration  the  follow- 
ins:  year ;  and  in  the  year  1 603,  it  was  at  last  agreed 
that  the  cardinal  of  Lorraine  should  remain  bishop 
of  Strasburg.  paying  one  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand golden  crowns  to  John  CSeorge  of  Brandenburg. 
It  was  hardly  possible  to  purchase  a  bishopric  at  a 
much  dearer  rate, 

1593 — A  much  more  considerable  affair  rouses 
the  indiflPercncc  of  Rudolph.  Amurath  III.  breaks 
the  league,  and  the  Turks  already  lay  waste  Upper 
Hungary,  The  duke  of  Bavaria  and  the  archbishop 
of  Salzburg  arc  the  only  persons  who  as  yet  furnish 
the  emperor  with  troops,  joining  theirs  to  those  that 
are  supplied  by  the  emperor's  hereditary  dominions. 

Ferdinand,  brother  of  Rudolph,  had  by  his  first 
wife,  who  was  daughter  of  a  senator  of  Augsburg,  a 
son  named  Charles  of  Austria.  This  son  was  never 
acknowledged  to  be  a  prince;  but  no  man  better 
deserved  to  be  one.  A  considerable  body  of  troops 
were  under  his  command.  A  count,  MontecucuH, 
led  another  party.  This  was  a  name,  the  own- 
ers of  which  seemed  to  be  ordained  to  fight  suc- 
cessfully for  the  house  of  Austria.  The  Scrini. 
the  Nadastis.  and  the  Palfis  headed  the  Hungarian 

militia.    The  Turks  were  worsted  in  several  engage- 
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ments,  and  Upper  Hungary  at  length  secured,  Buda 
excepted,  which  still  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
Ottomans. 

1594 —The  Turks  had  taken  the  field  about  the 
month  of  June,  and  Rudolph  held  a  diet  at  Augs- 
burg to  consult  upon  measures  of  opposition.  Is  it 
credible  that  a  box  was  put  up  in  all  the  churches 
of  Germany  for  charitable  contributions  I  This  is 
the  first  instance  of  a  war  being  supported  by  abns. 
However,  the  Imperial  and  Hungarian  troops, 
though  but  indifferently  paid,  still  fight  with  great 
courage.  The  command  of  this  army  is  conferred 
on  the  archduke  Matthias  by  his  own  desire.  He  is 
joined  by  the  archduke  Maximilian,  who,  in  the 
name  of  the  emperor,  his  brother,  governs  Carinthia 
and  Croatia.  These  cannot  hinder  the  Turks  from 
taking  the  town  of  Javarin. 

1595  —  Happily  for  the  Imperialists,  Sigismund 
Bathori,  vaivodc  of  Transylvania,  shakes  off  the 
Turkish  for  the  imperial  yoke.  We  often  see 
princes  change  sides,  obliged  by  the  necessity  of 
their  affairs  to  attach  themselves  to  the  more  power- 
ful of  two  protectors.  Bathori  swears  fidelity,  and 
does  homage  to  the  emperor  for  Transylvania  and 
some  possessions  in  Hungary.  He  agrees,  that  in 
case  he  shall  die  without  male  issue,  his  dominions 
shall  devolve  to  the  emperor  as  king  of  Hungary, 
and  in  return  he  is  promised  in  marriage  to  Chris- 
tina, daughter  of  the  archduke  Charles,  tc^ether  with 
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the  title  of  Most  Illustrious  and  the  order  of  the 
Golden  Fleece. 

The  campaign  was  very  happy;  but  the  church 
iwxes  set  up  for  the  payment  of  the  army  not  bein^ 
filled,  the  imperial  troops  rise  a.nd  pillage  part  of 
that  country  which  they  had  been  destined  to  defend. 

1596  —  The  archduke  Maximilian  commands  this 
year  against  the  Turks.  The  new  sultan,  Mahomet 
III.,  enters  Hungary  in  person  and  lays  siege  to 
Agria.  which  surrenders  upon  conditions:  but  the 
garrison  is  massacred  going  out  of  the  town,  and 
Mahomet,  enraged  against  the  aga  of  the  janissaries 
for  having  coimienanced  the  perfidy,  orders  his  head 
to  be  stnick  off 

Mahomet  defeats  Maximilian  in  battle  on  October 
36. 

While  the  emperor  Kudolph  remains  at  Vienna, 
employed  in  distillation,  chemistry,  and  searching 
after  the  philosopher's  stone ;  while  his  brother  Max- 
imilian is  beaten  by  the  Turks ;  while  Matthias  medi- 
tates the  founding  his  own  greatness  upon  the  slug- 
gishness of  Rudolph,  one  of  his  brothers,  called 
Albert,  who  had  obtained  a  cardinal's  cap,  and  of 
whom  before  this  time  wc  have  heard  scarce  any 
mention,  is  made  governor  of  such  part  of  the  Low 
Countries  as  remains  in  the  hands  of  Philip  II.  He 
had  in  this  government  succeeded  the  archduke 
Ernest,  another  of  his  brothers,  who  died  after  liav- 
ing  possessed  it  upwards  of  two  years,  without  liav- 
ing  done  anything  remarkable.    Very  different  was 
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the  conduct  of  Cardinal  Albert  of  Austria,  who 
made  war  upon  Henry  IV.,  with  whom  Hiilip  II. 
had  been  at  perpetual  variance  ever  since  the  death 
of  Henry  III.    He  takes  Calais  and  Andres. 

Henry  IV.,  after  much  difficulty  conqueror  of  the 
league,  seeks  the  assistance  of  the  Protestant  princes, 
and  not  obtaining  it,  he  is  forced  to  defend  him- 
self. 

1597  —  The  Turks  are  still  in  Hungary.  There  is 
a  rising  of  the  peasants  of  Austria,  harassed  by  the 
imperial  troops,  and  thereby  they  give  a  helping 
hand  to  the  desolation  of  the  country.  There  is  a 
necessity  for  sending  some  disciplined  troops  against 
them.  This  was  a  favorable  opportunity  for  the 
Turks,  but  by  some  strange  fatality  Upper  Hun- 
gary was  always  the  boundary  of  their  prt^esa. 
The  imperial  army  this  year  owes  its  safety  to  a 
revolt  of  the  janissaries. 

1598  —  The  country  of  Simeren,  by  the  death  of 
the  last  incumbent,  falls  to  the  elector  palatine. 

Philip  II.,  king  of  Spain,  dies,  aged  seventy-two, 
after  a  reign  of  forty-two  years.  He  had  long  dis- 
turbed part  of  Europe,  nor  had  his  uncle  Ferdinand, 
his  cousin  Maximilian,  nor  his  nephew  Rudolph  ever 
forwarded  his  designs,  neither  had  he  in  the  least 
contributed  to  their  grandeur.  Some  time  before 
his  death  he  had  given  the  Low  Countries  to  the 
Infanta  Isabella,  his  daughter,  as  a  portion  in  mar- 
rying the  cardinal  archduke  Albert.  This  was 
depriving  his  son  Philip  III.  and  the  crown  of  Spain 
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o(  a  most  beautiful  province.  But  tlie  troubles  which 
had  wasted  it  for  some  time  had  rendered  it  a  bur- 
densome po3ses.^ion  ;  however,  it  was  stipulated  tlutt 
it  should  revert  to  the  Spanish  crown  in  case  of 
the  failure  of  male  issue  in  the  archduke  Albert, 
which  happened  to  be  the  case. 

Driving^  the  Turks  out  of  Upper  Hungary  begins 
to  be  matter  of  deliberation.  The  Diet  grants  towards 
the  support  of  this  war  twenty  Roman  months. 

The  same  Sigistnund  Bathori,  who  had  renounced 
the  Turkish  protection,  and  done  homage  to  the 
emperor  for  Transylvania,  repents  of  his  proceed- 
ings. The  same  territories  which  had  belonged  to 
the  qtieen,  mother  of  Stephen  John  Sigismund  — 
that  is  to  say,  Oppcln  and  Ratisbon  in  Silcsift  —  were 
f;;ivcn  him  in  exchange  for  his  sovereignty  and  for 
Wallachia.  He  was  as  little  satisfied  with  his  bar- 
gain as  that  queen  had  been.  He  abandons  Silesia 
and  re>rnters  his  former  dominions,  but,  always 
inconstant  and  weak,  he  cedes  them  to  a  cardinal  who 
was  his  cousin.  This  cardinal,  by  name  Andrew 
Bathori,  immediately  puts  himself  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Turks,  and  receives  a  vest  from  tlie 
sultan  as  a  mark  of  that  favor  he  solicited.  Mar- 
ti nusius-I  ike,  he  puts  himself  at  the  head  of  an  army. 
but  is  killed  in  an  engagement  against  the  imperial- 
ists. 

1599  —  By  the  death  of  Cardinal  Bathori  and  the 
flight  of  Sigismund,  Transylvania  is  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  emperor,  while  Hungary  continues  to  be 
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wasted  by  the  Turks.  Those  who  are  astonished  to 
see  at  this  day  such  a  fertile  country  so  thinly  peo- 
pled, will  find  it  easily  accounted  for  when  th^ 
consider  the  numbers  of  inhabitants  of  both  sexes 
which  the  Turks  carried  into  slavery. 

This  year  the  emperor  resolves  at  last  to  enfran- 
chise Wurtemberg  from  the  enfeoffment  of  Austria. 
Wurtemberg  is  held  only  of  the  empire,  but  in 
case  the  heirs  should  fail  it  was  always  to  return  to 
the  house  of  Austria. 

1600  —  The  Turks  advance  as  far  as  Kanizsa  upon 
the  Drave,  on  the  side  of  Styria.  The  duke  de  Mer- 
coeur,  a  famous  prince  of  the  house  of  LcHraine, 
could  not  prevent  this  strong  place  from  being  taken. 
The  people  of  Transylvania  and  Wallachia  refuse  to 
acknowledge  the  emperor. 

1601  —  The  fortune  of  Stgismund  Bitfaori  is  as 
inconstant  as  himself.  He  once  more  enters  Transyl- 
vania, but  is  defeated  by  the  imperial  party.  These 
provinces  are  the  seats  of  continual  revolutions. 
Happily  the  very  same  duke  de  Mercocur,  who  could 
neither  preserve  nor  recover  Kanizsa  from  the 
Turks,  takes  Alba  Regalis. 

1602  —  At  length  the  archduke  Matthias,  more 
active  than  his  brother,  and  assisted  by  the  duke  de 
Mercoeur,  makes  an  incursion  as  far  as  Buda,  which 
he  besieges  to  no  purpose ;  all  which  causes  a  ruin- 
ous war  at  the  expense  of  the  emperor  and  the 
empire. 

Sigismund    Bithori   is   still   more   unfortunate. 
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Spurned  by  the  Turks,  who  refuse  him  assistance,  he 
surrenders  at  discretion  to  the  imperial  troojjs,  and 
this  prince,  who  was  to  have  married  an  arch- 
duchess, is  at  length  even  too  happy  in  being  a  baron 
in  Bohemia,  with  but  an  indifferent  pension. 

1603  —  Some  unaccountable  fatahty  always  puts 
a  stop  to  the  Turkish  conquests.  Mahomet  III.,  who 
threatened  to  command  a  formidable  army  against 
Hungary  in  person,  dies  in  the  flower  of  his  age. 
Achmct,  his  son,  a  youth  only  13  years  old,  is  raised 
to  the  Ottoman  throne.  Factions  disturb  the  serag- 
lio, and  the  war  in  Hungary  dies  away. 

The  Diet  of  Ratisbon  this  time  promises  eighty 
Roman  months.  The  empire  had  never  before 
granted  so  powerful  a  succor,  but,  ala»  I  it  was  fur- 
niished  in  scarcely  anything  but  words. 

This  year  Liibeck,  Dantzic,  Cologne,  Hamburg, 
and  Bremen,  the  old  Hanse  towns  of  Germany, 
^obtain  in  France  those  liberties  they  pretend  to  have 
een  formerly  theirs,  but  which  time  had  taken  from 
them.  The  merchants  of  these  towns  are  exempted 
from  ail  the  ripht  of  escheat,  and  still  enjoy  the 
immunity.  Events  of  this  nature  are  not  llie  most 
remarkable,  but  they  contribute  tu  the  public  good. 

1604  —  The  emperor  nearly  loses  that  part  of 
Upper  t-Iungary  which  remains  to  him.  This  was 
occasioned  by  the  exactions  of  a  governor  of  Cas- 
oria,  who,  having  extorted  money  from  a  Hungarian 
lord  named  Botskai,  the  latter  revolted,  and  bis 
example  influences  part  of  the  army.     He  declares 
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himself  lord  of  Upper  Hungary  without  daring  to 
take  the  title  of  king. 

1605  — The  Turks  and  the  rebel  Botskai  had 
taken  all  Hungary  from  the  emperor,  Presburg  only 
excepted.  The  grand  vizier  was  in  the  town  of 
Pesth.  Botskai  causes  himself  to  be  proclaimed  prince 
of  Transylvania,  and  receives  the  crown  of  Hun- 
gary from  the  hands  of  the  grand  vizier,  with  great 
solemnity  at  Pesth.  The  archduke  Matthias  is  lAliged 
to  make  an  arrangement  with  the  Hungarian  lords 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  preserve  the  remainder  of 
that  country.  It  was  stipulated  that,  for  the  future, 
the  states  of  Hungary,  which  had  always  elected 
their  king,  should  themselves  elect  their  governor  in 
the  name  of  their  king.  The  nomination  to  bishoprics 
was  a  right  invested  in  the  crown,  but  the  states  now 
article  that  none  but  Hungarians  shall  be  made 
bishops,  and  that  such  bishops  as  are  named  by  the 
emperor  shall  have  no  share  in  the  government  of 
the  kingdom.  Notwithstanding  these  and  scnne  other 
concessions,  the  archduke  Matthias  obtains  the  ces- 
sion of  Transylvania  from  Botskai,  who  also  keeps 
no  more  of  Hungary  than  the  crown  of  gold  which 
he  had  received  from  the  grand  vizier.  The  Hun- 
garians expressly  article  that  Lutheranism'and  Cal- 
vinism shall  be  freely  tolerated  among  them. 

Under  the  weak  government  of  Rudolph,  Ger- 
many was  nevertheless  comparatively  quiet.  The 
intestine  wars  that  happened  in  it  during  that  reign 
were  very  trivial;    such  as  the  duke  of  Brunswidc 


Rudolph  II. 


281 


endeavoring  to  subdue  the  town  of  Brunswick,  and 
the  duke  of  Bavaria  striving  to  reduce  Donauworth. 
The  duke  of  Bavaria  being  rich  and  powerful,  ob- 
Uing  liis  end  at  Donauv/ortii,  but  the  duke  of  Bruns- 
wick cuuld  not  prevail  against  Brunswick,  which 
remained  a  long  time  a  free  and  imperial  town,  being 
supported  by  the  Teutonic  Hansc  towns.  The  great 
trading  towns  could  at  that  time  easily  defend  them- 
selves against  the  princes,  it  is  well  known  that 
they  levied  troops  only  in  case  of  war.  These  occa- 
sional militias  of  princes  a»d  towns  were  equally 
bad.  But  things  have  worn  a  very  diflTerent  face 
since  princes  have  found  the  way  of  keeping  regular 
troops  always  on  foot. 

Germany  was  in  other  respects  peaceable,  in  spite 
of  the  three  contending  religions,  in  spite  of  the 
troubles  in  Hungary  and  Transylvania,  and  the  wars 
in  the  Low  Cotintries,  which  incessantly  harassed 
the  frontiers.  The  weakness  of  Rudolph,  in  Ger- 
many, was  of  a  very  different  nature  from  that  of 
Henry  III.  in  France.  All  the  lords  under  Henry 
HI.  would,  if  possible,  have  been  independent  and 
powerful:  they  were  troublesome  in  all  things;  but 
the  German  lords  were  that  in  reality,  at  which  the 
French  lords  aspired. 

1606  —  The  archduke  Matthias  treats  inefTectu- 
ally  with  the  Turks.  So  many  treaties  with  the 
Turks,  Hungarians,  and  Transylvanians  were  only 
the  seeds  of  new  troubles.  The  Transylvanians  after 
the  death  of  Botskai,  notwithstanding  their  treaties 
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with  the  emperor,  choose  Sigismnnd  Ragotzky  ai 
vaivode,  and  the  emperor  permits  it. 

1607-08  —  Rudolph,  who  had  purchased  peace 
so  dearly  at  home,  endeavors  to  restore  it  to  the  Low 
Countries  by  treaty,  which  could  be  done,  as  for- 
merly had  been  in  Hungary,  only  at  the  expense  of 
the  Spanish  branch  of  Austria. 

The  famous  Union  of  Utrecht,  dated  1579,  was 
too  powerful  to  be  infringed.  The  states-general 
of  the  seven  united  provinces  were  to  be  acknowl- 
edged free  and  independent.  The  seven  united  prov- 
inces required  this  authentic  acknowledgment  chiefly 
from  Spain.  Rudolph  writes  to  them  thus :  "  You 
are  states  holding  of  the  empire;  your  constitution 
cannot  alter,  without  the  consent  of  the  emperor, 
who  is  your  head."  The  states-general  sent  no  man- 
ner of  reply  to  this  letter.  They  continue  to  treat 
with  Spain,  who  at  length  acknowledges  their  inde- 
pendence in  the  year  1609. 

In  the  meantime  the  peaceful  and  philosophical 
indifference  of  Rudolph,  which  would  have  sat 
much  better  on  a  private  man  than  an  emperor, 
encouraged  the  ambition  of  the  archduke  Matthias, 
his  brother,  who  devised  making  himself  sovereign 
of  Hungary,  Austria,  and  Bohemia,  the  government 
of  which  was  neglected  by  Rudolph,  to  whom  he 
intended  leaving  barely  the  title  of  emperor.  Hun- 
gary was  almost  entirely  overrun  by  the  Turks,  and 
torn  in  pieces  by  factions,  Austria  exposed,  and 
Bohemia  discontented.  The  inconstant  Bathori  was, 
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by  a  new  turn  of  fortune,  re-established  in  Transyl- 
vania, restored  by  the  votes  of  tlie  people,  and  the 
fU-otection  of  the  Sultan.  Matthias  treats  with 
Bithori,  with  the  Turks,  and  with  the  malcontents  of 
Hungan-.  The  stales  of  Austria  had  furnished  him 
with  a  great  deal  of  money.  He  was  at  the  head  of 
an  army  of  which  he  took  all  imaginable  care :  the 
fruits  of  which  he  intended  to  reap. 

The  emperor  leams  the  designs  of  his  brother  at 
Prague,  whither  he  had  retired ;  has  some  fears 
concerning  his  own  safety,  and  raises  a  few  troops  in 
haste.  Matthias,  his  brother,  throws  oft  the  mask 
and  marches  towards  Prague.  The  Protestants  of 
Bohemia  lay  hold  of  this  critical  time  to  insist  Upon 
new  privileges  from  Rudolph,  whom  they  other- 
wise threaten  to  quit.  They  obtain  concessions  that 
the  Catholic  clergy  shall  have  no  concern  with  civil 
affairs,  nor  any  acquisition  of  lands  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  states;  that  all  places  of  trust  shall  be 
disposed  of  in  favor  of  Protestants.  This  condescen- 
sion of  the  emperor  irritates  the  Catholics,  and  he 
finds  himself  obliged  to  receive  laws  from  hi« 
brother. 

On  May  ii  he  cedes  Hungary.  Austria,  and  Mo- 
ravia to  Matthias,  reserving  to  himself,  in  this  mel- 
ancholy bargain,  barely  the  profits  without  the  prop- 
erty of  Bohemia,  and  the  sovereignty  of  Silesia. 
Thus  does  he  strip  himself  of  all  that  he  had  so 
weakly  governed,  and  which  he  could  no  longer 
keep.     In  the  end  his  brother  acquires  only  new 
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embarrassments.  He  was  fain  to  agree  with  the 
Protestants  of  Austria,  who,  sword  in  hand, 
demanded  from  their  new  master  a  free  exercise 
of  their  religion,  to  which  he  was  obliged  to  consent, 
at  least  out  of  the  towns.  He  was  also  compelled 
to  make  it  up  with  the  Hungarians,  who  insisted  that 
no  Germans  should  bear  a  public  trust  among  them. 
Matthias  was  obliged  to  deprive  the  Germans  in 
Hungary  of  their  employments.  Thus  did  he  strive 
to  confirm  his  own  power,  that  he  might  in  time 
be  able  to  resist  that  of  the  Turks. 

1609  —  The  more  the  Protestant  rehgion  gained 
ground  in  Austria,  the  more  powerful  it  became  in 
Germany.  The  succession  of  Cleves  and  Juliers 
roused  to  arms  the  two  parties,  who  had  as  it  were 
slumbered  since  the  peace  of  Fassau.  Hence  sprang 
a  Protestant  league  more  dangerous  than  that  of 
Smalcald,  which  gave  rise  to  a  Catholic  one.  These 
two  parties  were  ready  to  ruin  the  empire. 

The  houses  of  Brandenburg,  of  Neuburg,  of 
Deux-Ponts,  of  Saxony,  and  at  last  Charles  of  Aus- 
tria, marquis  of  Burgau,  dispute  about  the  inher- 
itance of  John  William,  the  last  duke  of  Qeves, 
Berg,  and  Juliers,  who  died  without  children. 

The  emperor  thought  to  reconcile  the  different 
pretenders  by  sequestering  the  lands  about  which 
they  disputed.  He  sends  the  archduke  Leopold, 
his  cousin,  to  take  [lossession  of  the  duchy  of  Cleves,' 
but  at  length  two  of  the  competitors,  John  Sigis- 
mund,  elector  of  Brandenburg,  and  the  duke  of  Neu- 
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burg,  unite  to  oppose  him.  The  affair  at  length  pro- 
duces a  quarrel  between  the  Protestant  princes  and 
the  house  of  Austria.  The  princes  of  Brandenburg 
and  of  Ncuburg'  arc  already  in  possession,  and  united 
by  the  danger  that  might  ensue  from  the  division  of 
their  interest,  being  backed  by  Frederick  IV,,  elector 
palatine,  solicit  the  aid  of  Henry  IV.  of  France. 

At  this  time  was  formed  the  (wo  opposing  leagues ; 
the  Protestants  supporting  the  houses  of  Branden- 
burg and  Neuburg,  the  Catholics  that  of  Austria. 
Frederick  IV.,  elector  palatine,  although  a  Calvimst, 
headed  the  confederates  of  the  Augsburg  confession, 
which  consisted  of  the  duke  of  Wurtemberg,  the 
landgrave  of  Hesse-Cassel,  the  margrave  of  An»- 
pach,  the  margrave  of  Baden-Durlach,  the  prince  of 
Anhalt,  and  several  imperial  towns.  This  party 
assumed  the  name  of  the  Evangelic  Union. 

The  chiefs  of  the  Catholic  league  which  opposed 
"Uiis  were  Maximilian,  duke  of  Bavaria,  the  Catholic 
electors,  and  all  the  princes  of  that  communion.  The 
elector  of  Saxony  also  joined  this  party,  although 
he  was  a  Lutheran,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  the  investi- 
ture of  the  duchies  of  Cleves  and  Juliers.  The  land- 
grave of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  although  a  Protestant, 
joined  the  Catholic  league.  He  had  no  manner  of 
reason  to  make  this  quarrel  a  qiMrrcI  of  religion, 
but  religion  was  a  name  that  each  party  made  use  of 
to  animate  the  people.  The  Catholic  league  makes 
Pope  Paul  V.  and  Philip  III.,  king  of  Spain,  join  It, 
and  Henry  TV.  attaches  himself  to  the  Evangelic 
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Uoioo;  with  this  difference,  that  the  pope  and 
the  king  of  Spain  lend  only  their  names,  while 
Henry  IV.  marches  into  Germany  at  the  head 
of  a  victorious,  well-disciplined  army,  which  had 
destroyed  one  Catholic  league  already. 

1610 — -These  words  of  raillery,  Catholic,  Evan- 
gelical, and  the  name  of  pope,  used  in  a  profane 
quarrel,  were  the  true  and  only  cause  of  the  assas- 
sination of  Henry  IV.,  who,  it  is  well  known,  fell  cm 
May  14,  in  the  middle  of  Paris,  the  victim  of  a  weak, 
furious  fanatic.  It  appears  undoubtedly,  from  the 
examination  of  Ravaillac,  who  had  been  before  a 
friar,  that  he  assassinated  Henry  IV.  because  it  was 
everywhere  said  that  he  was  going  to  make  war 
against  the  pope. 

All  Henry  IV.'s  great  designs  perished  with  him. 
However,  there  still  remained  some  master-springs 
of  that  great  machine  which  he  had  set  in  motion. 
The  Protestant  league  was  not  destroyed.  Some 
French  troops,  under  the  command  of  Marshal  de  la 
Chatre,  support  the  parties  of  Brandenburg  and 
Neuburg.  In  vain  does  the  emperor  adjudge  Cleves 
and  Juliers  by  provision  to  the  elector  of  Saxony  in 
case  he  proves  his  right.  The  Marshal  de  la  Chatre 
nevertheless  takes  Juliers,  and  drives  out  the  forces 
of  the  archduke  Leopold.  Juliers  remains  for  some 
time  in  common  to  Brandenburg  and  Neuburg. 

161 1  — The  extreme  confusion  which  at  this 
time  reigned  in  Germany  plainly  shows  what  Henry 
IV.  might  have  done  had  he  survived.    Rndtdph, 
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the  philosopher,  rtmains  stil!  at  Prague.  The  arch- 
duke Leopold,  with  his  ill-paid  army,  driven  out  of 
Juliers,  retire  into  Bohemia,  where  he  subsists  upon 
plunder.  He  there  usurps  all  the  authority  of  the 
emperor,  who  sees  himself  plundered  on  t-very  side 
by  the  princes  of  his  own  family.  Matthias,  who 
had  already  forced  his  brother  to  part  witli  so  many 
dominions,  will  not.  however,  let  anyone  else  plunder 
the  cliief  of  his  family.  He  comes  to  Prague  with 
his  troops,  and  forc<!s  his  brother  to  entreat  the  slates 
to  crown  him,  through  excess  of  fraternal  affection. 

Matthias  is  crowned  king'of  Bohemia  on  May  21, 
of  which  place  there  remains  to  Rudolph  only  the 
title  of  king,  as  unprofitable  as  that  of  emperor. 

1612  —  Rudolph  dies  on  January  20,  according 
to  the  Gregorian  calendar.  He  had  never  been 
inclined  to  marry.  His  house,  the  power  of  which 
had  been  so  vastly  feared,  was  scarcely  held  in  any 
estimation  in  Europe,  from  the  beginning  of  the  sev- 
enteenth century,  and  this  was  occasioned  by  his 
carelessne&s  and  the  weakness  of  Philip  HI.  in  Spain, 
Rudolph  had  lost  his  possessions,  but  he  had  saved 
his  money.  It  is  said  there  were  fourteen  millions 
of  crowns  found  in  his  exchequer.  This  discovered 
a  meanness  of  soul.  With  these  fourteen  millions 
and  courage,  he  might  have  retaken  Buda  from  the 
Turks  and  made  the  empire  respectable.  But  his 
character  adapted  him  to  living  like  a  private  man 
upon  the  throne,  and  he  was  liappier  than  those  who 
plundered  and  despised  him. 
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MATTHIAS. 

PORTY-PinrB    KUPBROB. 

i6i3  —  Matthias,  the  brother  of  Rudolph,  is 
uiianitnoiuty  elected,  and  this  unanimity  astonishes 
Europe,  but  he  had  been  enriched  by  the  treasures 
of  his  brother,  and  the  near  neighborhood  of  the 
Turks  made  it  necessary  to  elect  a  prince  of  the 
house  of  Austria  king  of  Hungary. 

Even  to  that  time,  the  capitulation  of  Charles  V. 
had  never  been  augmented :  therein  there  were  some 
articles  in  favor  of  Matthias,  whose  ambition  wa* 
sufficiently  manifest. 

Hungary  and  Transylvania  continued  still  in  the 
same  condition.  The  emperor  had  some  small  pos- 
sessions in  the  neighborhood  of  Presbui^,  and 
Gabriel  Bathori,  the  new  prince  of  Transylvania,  was 
the  sultan's  vassal. 

1613  —  The  two  great  leagues  —  Catholic  and 
Evangelical  —  which  had  once  threatened  the  empire 
with  a  civil  war,  appear  to  be  dissolved  with  the 
death  of  Henry  IV.  The  Protestants  barely  con- 
tent themselves  with  refusing  money  in  the  diets  to 
the  emperor.  T^e  quarrel  about  the  succession  of 
Juliers,  which  it  was  once  thought  would  have 
inflamed  all  Europe,  sinks  into  one  of  those  particu- 
larly trivial  wars,  which  have  always,  at  one  time  or 
other,  perplexed  certain  cantons  of  the  empire,  with- 
out disordering  the  Germanic  body. 
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The  duke  of  Ncuburg-  and  the  elector  of  Branden- 
burg, being  put  in  possession  of  Cleves  and  Julier*. 
were  necessarily  embroiled  about  the  division  of 
them ;  nor  did  a  box  on  the  ear  pivcn  by  the  elector 
of  BrandenburK  tu  the  duke  of  Ntuburg  pacify  the 
difference.  These  two  princes  go  to  war.  The  duke  of 
Neaburg  becomes  a  Catholic  in  liopc  of  thereby 
obtaining  the  protection  of  the  emperor  and  the 
king  of  Spain.  The  elector  of  Brandenburg  intro- 
duces Cilvinism  into  his  territories,  hoping  thereby 
to  rouse  the  Protestant  league  to  his  assistance. 

Meanwhile,  the  other  princes  remain  inactive  ;  nor 
does  the  elector  of  Saxony  himself  stir,  although 
there  Jiad  been  an  imperial  decree  in  his  favor.  The 
Spanish  and  Dutch  Low  Countries  take  part  in  the 
quarrel.  The  marquis  dc  Spinola  assists  Ncuburg 
on  the  pa.rt  of  Spain.  Count  Maurice  arms  for 
Brandenburg  on  the  part  of  the  states-general.  It  is 
one  of  the  consequences  of  the  German  constitution 
that  foreign  powers  are  more  interested  in  their 
intestine  quarrels  than  Germany  itself.  Tlie  Ger- 
manic body  was  never  shaken.  Its  interior  peace 
had  been  often  disturbed  by  disputes  between  town 
and  town,  princes  and  towns,  towns  and  princes; 
but  the  Germanic  body  subsisted  by  these  divisions, 
which  in  some  measure  founded  an  almost  equal 
balance  between  its  members. 

1614  —  The  case  was  very  different  in  Hungary 

ajtd  Transylvania.    Emperor  Matthias  prepares  to 

go  against  the  Turks.     Gabriel  Bathori.  valvode  of 
Vol.  33—19 
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Transylvania,  endeavors  to  keep  fair  as  well  with  the 
Turkish  as  Christian  emperor.  The  Turks  fall  upon 
Bathori.  He  is  abandoned  by  his  subjects,  nor  can 
the  emperor  assist  him.  Bathori  causes  himself  to  be 
killed  by  one  of  his  own  soldiers,  the  only  instance 
we  have  of  such  a  nature  among  modem  princes. 
Bethlen-Gabor  is  invested  by  a  pasha. '  This  province 
seemed  forever  lost  to  the  house  of  Austria.  The 
new  sultan,  Achmet,  master  of  so  great  a  part  of 
Hungary,  and  at  the  same  time  young  and  ambi- 
tious, began  to  make  it  feared  that  neither  Pres- 
burg  nor  Vienna  would  limit  the  two  empires.  These 
alarms  had  been  frequent  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
reign  of  Rudolph ;  but  that  prodigious  extension 
of  the- Ottoman  Empire,  which  had  so  long  given  the 
Christians  uneasiness,  was  the  cause  of  their  safety. 
The  Turks  were  often  at  war  with  the  Persians. 
Their  frontiers  on  the  Black  sea  suffered  much  from 
the  revolting  of  the  Georgians  and  Mingrelians. 
The  Arabs  were  with  difficulty  kept  within  bounds, 
and  it  often  happened  that  the  Turks,  at  the  very 
same  time  that  it  was  feared  they  would  overrun 
Hungary  and  Italy,  were  obliged  to  patch  up  a 
disadvantageous  peace  for  the  defence  of  their  own 
dominions. 

1615  —  Emperor  Matthias  has  the  happiness  of 
concluding  a  treaty  with  Sultan  Achmet,  much  more 
favorable  than  a  war  could  possibly  have  been  to 
him.  He  stipulates  without  drawing  sword,  for  the 
restitution  of  Agria,  Kanizsa,  Alba-Regalis,  Pesth_ 
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and  even  Buda.  Thus  is  he  in  possession  of  almost 
all  Hungary.  leaving  Transylvania  and  Bethlen- 
Gabor  under  the  Turkish  protection.  Tins  treaty 
increases  Matthias's  power.  The  affair  of  the  suc- 
cession of  Jnliers  is  almost  the  only  thing  that  dis- 
turbs the  interior  part  of  the  empire;  but  Matthias 
keeps  fair  with  the  Protestant  princes  by  leaving 
this  country  still  divided  between  the  palatines  o£ 
Neubiirgr  and  of  Brandenburg'.  Prudence  of  this 
sort  was  extremely  necessary  to  continue  the  empire 
in  the  house  of  Austria. 

1616 — Negotiations  and  intrigues  engross  this 
and  the  following  years.  Matthias  was  childless. 
and  had  also  lost  Ins  health  and  his  activity.  In 
order  to  preserve  the  empire  in  his  family,  it  was 
necessary  to  sectire  Bohemia  and  Hungary.  Tlicse 
conjunctures  were  delicate;  the  states  of  these  two 
kingdoms  were  jealous  of  the  rights  of  election :  the 
spirit  of  party  was  predominant  among  them,  but 
much  more  the  spirit  of  independence:  the  differ- 
ence of  religions  nourished  discord,  but  the  Protes- 
tants and  Catliolic*  were  equally  fond  of  their  priv- 
ileges. The  princw  of  Germany  were  little  disposed 
to  choose  ail  Austrian  emperor  ;  and  the  Evangelical 
Union,  which  still  existed,  left  this  house  but  small 
hopes. 

The  first  step  to  be  taken  was  to  secure  the  sue- 
cession  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary.  Matthias  had 
forced  these  two  kingdoms  from  his  brother  and 
was  not  at  all  inclined  that  his  inheritance  should 
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pass  lo  his  renutmog  brothers,  Maximilian  and 
Albert.  There  is  not  the  least  gleam  of  their  both 
having  cordiall/  rcDouoced  their  rights.  Albert,  to 
whom  the  king  of  Spain  had  left  the  Low  Countries, 
would  have  certainly  been  more  able  than  another 
to  support  the  imperial  dignity,  had  he  reigned  over 
Hungaf)'  and  Bohemia.  Matthias  intended  that 
these  crowns  should  descend  to  his  cousin.  Ferdi- 
nand of  Grau,  duke  of  Styria.  Right  of  consan- 
guinity was  but  little  coasulted. 

1617 — Ferdinand  is  acknowledgtd  and  elected 
by  the  states  of  Dohcmia  as  successor  to  Matthias. 
according  to  which  rank  he  is  crowned  king  on  June 
29.  The  Evangelical  I-eague  begins  to  be  frightened 
at  seeing  this  first  approach  of  Ferdinand  of  Gratz 
towards  the  empire.  Matthias  and  Ferdinand  make 
the  elector  of  Saxony,  who  does  not  belong  to  the 
E«ingeUcal  League,  more  useful  than  ever.  He, 
hoping  to  have  Qcvcs,  Berg,  and  JuUcrs,  sides  in 
ercr>-thing  with  the  house  of  Austria ;  the  palatine, 
having  very  different  interests,  continues  still  at  the 
head  of  the  Froiestanls.  This  is  the  origin  of  that 
unhappy  war  between  Ferdinand  and  the  palatine 
which  ensued.  This  was  that  war  of  tliirty  years' 
continuance  which  desolated  so  many  provinces. 
brought  Ihe  Swedes  into  Germany,  and  at  length 
produced  the  treaty  of  Westphalia,  whereby  the 
empire  assumed  a  new  face. 

i6t8  —  Matthias  engages  the  Spanish  branch  of 
A.tt5tria  to  renounce  all  tlic  pretensions  which  it  could 
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9Q8pbIy  have  upon  Hungry  and  Bohemia.  Pliilip 
QE,  king  of  Spain,  gives  up  his  rights  to  these  hing> 
doms  in  favor  of  Ferdinand,  conditionally  that  in 
case  of  Ferdinand's  dying  without  male  issue,  Hun- 
gar>'  and  Bohemia  shall  descend  to  his  sons  or 
daughters,  or  to  the  children  of  his  daughters,  in  the 
order  of  birthright.  By  this  bargain  these  doiTiinions 
might  easily  have  fallen  to  France  ;  for  had  a  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  III.  inherited  these  kingdoms  and  mar- 
ried a  king  of  France,  the  eldest  son  of  this  king 
would  have  been  entitled  to  Hungary  and  Bohemia. 

This  family  contract  was  evidently  contrary  to  the 
will  of  Emperor  Ferdinand  I.  Tlie  dispositions  that 
men  make  for  establishing  the  peace  of  futurity  are 
too  often  preparatives  of  discord.  In  fine,  this 
new  treaty  causes  the  revolt  of  the  Hungarians  and 
Bohemians,  u-ho  see  themselves  disposed  of  without 
being  consulted.  The  Protestants  of  Bohemia  begin 
to  associate  after  the  example  of  the  Evangelical 
Union.  The  Catholics  were  soon  induced  to  join 
this  party,  since  their  civil  rights  had  been  infringed, 
|jndependent  of  religion.     Silesia,  that  great  fief  o£ 

jhemia,  joins  it.  A  civil  war  is  kindled.  The 
confederates  are  headed  by  Count  von  Thurn.  other- 
wise de  ta  Tour,  a  man  of  genius,  who  makes  war 
regularly  and  advantageously  ;  and  they  make  prog- 
ress even  to  the  gates  of  V'ienna. 

1619  —  In  the  midst  of  this  revolution,  about  the 
month  of  March,  the  emperor  Matthias  dies,  without 
being  at  all  able  to  foresee  the  destiny  of  his  bouse. 
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His  cousin,  Ferdinand  of  Grau,  was  at  U 
happy  enough  not  to  find  any  great  opposition  in 
Hungar>'.  whence  he  had  driven  out  the  Turks  by  a 
treaty  that  made  hini  very  agretahle  to  that  king- 
dom ;  but  he  beliolds  Bohemia.  SileMa.  Moravia,  and 
Lusatia  leagued  against  him,  the  Protestants  of  Aus- 
tria ready  to  revolt,  and  those  of  Germany  not  at 
atl  dispose<l  to  raise  him  tu  the  empire.  The  house  o( 
Austria  had  never  seen  a  moment  more  criticaL 
Four  electors,  on  the  one  hand,  offer  the  imperial 
crown  to  Maximilian,  duke  of  Bavaria;  the  sov- 
ereignty of  Bohemia,  on  the  other,  is  offered  to  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  who  being  at  too  great  a  distance  to 
obtain  it,  it  is  unfortunately  accepted  by  the  elector 
palatine,  Frederick  \.  In  the  meantime  there  is  a 
n3ceting  at  Frankfort  for  the  election  of  a  king  of 
the  Romans,  a  king  of  Germany,  and  an  emperor. 
Almost  all  the  courts  of  Europe  are  attentive  to  this 
material  point;  the  states  of  Bohemia  order  their 
deputies  at  Frankfort  to  exclude  Ferdinand  from  the 
right  of  voting.  They  refuse  to  acknowledge  him 
for  king',  and  consequently  intend  to  deprive  him  of 
his  vote.  He  was  not  only  threatened  to  be  excluded 
from  the  imperial,  but  even  from  the  electoral  dig- 
nity. He  obtained  both  the  one  and  the  other.  He 
not  only  gave  his  vote  for  the  empire,  but  both 
Protestants  and  Catholics  joined  to  give  him  thdrs. 
Each  elector  was  influenced  In  such  a  manner  that 
he  imagined  the  elevation  of  Ferdinand  of  Gratz 
to  be  to  his  particular  interest;    even  the  elector 
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palatine,  ta  whom  the  states  of  Bohemia  had  g^ven 
their  crown,  was  obliged  to  vote  for  him ;  which,  had 
he  refused,  would  have  been  to  no  purpose.  This 
election  was  made  on  Aug.  19,  1619.  He  is  crowned 
at  Aix-la-Cliapcilc  on  September  19;  before  which 
he  signs  a  more  exten^ve  capitulation  than  any  of 
his  predecessors  had  done. 

FERDINAND  II. 

PORTV-SIXTH    KHPKROR. 

1619  —  At  the  same  time  that  Ferdinand  II.  is 
vested  with  the  imperial  dignity,  the  states  of 
Bohemia  name  the  elector  palatine  for  king.  This 
honor  was  now  much  more  dangerous  than  it  had 
formerly  been  on  account  of  Ferdinand's  being 
chosen  empcrar.  This  was  a  very  critical  time  for 
the  Protestants.  Had  Frederick  been  assisted  by  his 
father-in-law.  James  I.,  king  of  England,  he  had 
been  sure  of  success.  James  I.  helped  him  only 
with  advice,  and  this  advice  was  to  refuse  the  crown. 
He  pays  no  respect  to  it,  but  gives  way  to  his  for- 
tune. 

Frederick  is  solemnly  crowned  at  Prague,  Novem- 
ber 4,  with  the  princess  of  England,  his  wife;  biit 
the  ceremony  is  performed  by  the  minister  of  the 
Hussites,  and  not  by  the  archbishop  of  Prague 

This  gives  rise  to  a  war,  as  well  religious  as  polit- 
ical. All  the  Protestant  princes,  the  elector  of  Sax- 
ony excepted,  declare  for  Frederick.    He  had  a  few 
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English  troops  in  his  army,  sent  bim  by  some  oi 

the  English  nobility,  either  thrtrugh  personal  friend- 
ship for  him,  and  hatred  of  the  Catholic  religioa. 
ur  from  the  glory  of  doing  more  than  his  father-in- 
law,  the  king.  He  was  seconded  by  the  vaivode  of 
Transylvania,  Bcthlcn-Cabor,  who  attacked  the  same 
enemy  in  Hungary.  Gabor  penetrates  even  to  ihe 
gates  of  Vienna,  and  thcocc  goes  back  the  same 
road  to  take  Presburg.  Silesia  revolts  against  the 
emperor.  The  elector  palatine's  party  in  Bohemia 
arc  supported  by  the  count  of  Mansfcid :  even  the 
Protestants  of  Austria  are  trouble*on»c  lo  the 
emperor.  If  tlie  house  of  Bavaria,  like  that  of  Aus- 
tria, had  been  always  united,  the  new  king  of 
Bohemia  would  have  had  much  the  stronger  party; 
but,  though  the  duke  of  Bavaria  was  both  rich  and 
powerful,  he  was  far  from  contributing  to  the  gran- 
deur of  the  elder  branch  of  his  house.  Jcateusy, 
ambition,  and  religion  attached  bim  to  the  emperor ;. 
so  ttiat  what  had  been  the  fate  oi  the  house  o( 
Saxony  under  Oiarlcs  V.  was  the  same  as  that  of 
Bavaria  under  Ferdinand  of  Gratz. 

The  Protestant  and  Catholic  leagues  were  a  lit- 
tle after  almost  equally  powerful  hi  Germany ;  but j 
Spain  and  Italy  favor  Ferdinand,  furnishing  him 
with  troops  as  well  as  with  money  levied  upon  the 
clergy.  France  had  forgotten  her  old  interests,  andl 
was  not  yet  governed  by  a  cardinal  Richelieu.  Th« 
court  of  Louis  XIIl.,  weak  and  confused,  seemed 
to  have  views  —  if  we  would  suppose  it  to  have 


Ferdinand  II. 

any  —  very  different  from  the  designs  of  Henry  the 
Great. 

]6ao— Louis  XIII..  instead  of  marching  with  an 
army,  sends  the  duke  of  Angoulcme,  at  the  head  of 
a  solemn  embassy,  to  offer  his  mediation.  The 
princes  assembled  at  Ulm  listen  to  him,  but  con- 
clude on  nothing.  The  war  in  Bohemia  continuing, 
Bcthlcn-Gabor  causes  himself  to  be  acknowledged 
king  in  Hungary,  as  Frederick  V.  had  been  in 
Bohemia.  This  revolution  of  the  states  of  Hungary 
was  countenanced  by  a  Turkish  and  a  Venetian 
ambassador  in  the  town  of  Ncuhauacl.  Jt  is  unusual 
to  see  the  Turks  and  Venetians  thus  united;  but 
Venice  was  so  entirely  at  variance  with  the  Spanish 
branch  of  Austria  that  she  openly  declared  herself 
against  all  of  that  house. 

All  Europe  took  pan  in  this  quarrel ;  but  much 
rather  by  words  than  by  actions,  The  emperor  is 
much  better  seconded  in  Germany  than  the  elector 
palatine. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  elector  of  Saxony,  who  had 
declared  for  the  emperor,  enters  Lusatia ;  on  the 
other,  the  dxike  of  Bavaria  marches  into  Bohemia, 
with  a  powerful  army:  whilst  the  emperor's  forces 
make  a  shift  to  hold  out  in  Hungary  against  Bethlen- 
Gabor. 

The  palatine  is  at  one  and  the  same  time  attacked, 
bo'h  in  his  new  kingdom  of  Bohemia  and  in  his 
electorate,  where  Henry  Frederick  of  Nassau,  the 
brother  of.  and  afterwards  successor  to.  Maurice, 
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the  sudtholder  of  the  Uniietl  Provinces,  fighls  for 
him,  where  he  has  also  some  English ;  but  against 
him  are  the  cboiceft  troops  of  the  Spanish  Lovr 
Countries,  under  the  command  of  the  famous  Spi- 
nola.  The  palatinate  is  rav^ed.  A  battle  in 
Bohemia  decides  the  fate  of  Austria  and  the  elector 
palatine.  On  November  19,  Fretleridc  is  entirely 
defeated  near  Prague  1>y  his  relative.  Maximilian  of 
Tlavaria.  lie  at  length  takes  refuge  in  Silesia  with 
his  wife  and  two  of  his  children,  and  loses  in  one 
day  all  his  dominions,  both  hereditary  and  acquired. 

1631  —  James,  king  of  England,  mediates  in  favor 
of  his  unfortunate  kinsman,  with  a*  little  success 
as  had  attended  the  latter*8  efforts  in  u.-ar. 

By  a  decree  of  the  aulic  council,  dated  January  20, 
the  emperor  puts  tlie  elector  palatine  under  the  ban 
of  the  empire.  He  banishes  tlic  duke  of  Jagemdorf 
into  Silesia,  also  tlie  prince  of  Anhalt,  the  counts  of 
Hohcnlohe.  of  Mansfeld,  de  la  Tour,  and  all  those 
who  had  taken  arms  in  favor  of  Frcderidc. 

This  vanquished  prince  finds  some  intercessors, 
but  not  one  avenger.  The  king  of  Denmark  endeav- 
ors to  persiuide  the  emperor  to  clemency,  notwith- 
standing which  Ferdinand  causes  many  of  the 
Bohemian  gentry  to  fall,  by  tlie  hands  of  the  common 
executioner. 

Count  de  Iluquoy,  one  of  hi.<i  generals,  completes 
the  reduction  of  the  rebels  that  remain  in  Bohemia^ 
after  which  !ic  hastens  to  secure  Upper  Iltmgary 
against  Bethlcn-Gabor.     Buquoy  is  killed  in  this 
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canipaigti,  and  Ferdinand  soon  enters  into  an  agree- 
mem  with  ilie  Traiisylvanian,  to  whom  he  yields  up 
a  large  territory,  that  he  may  be  able  the  better  to 
secure  the  rest.  In  the  meantime  the  elector  paU(,ine 
flics  from  Silesia  to  Denmark,  and  from  Denmark  to 
Holland.  The  duke  of  Bavaria  seizes  tlie  upper  pal- 
atinate, and  a  body  of  Spanish  troops,  furnished  by 
the  arciidukc,  governor  of  the  Low  Ojiintrics,  pours 
into  the  palatinate,  under  the  command  of  the  mar- 
quis dc  Spinola. 

All  the  assistance  which  the  elector  palatine  could 
obtain  from  his  father-in-law.  king  James,  or  from 
the  king  of  Denmark,  was  good  offices  and  useless 
embassies  to  \^ienna.  From  France,  to  whose  inter- 
est it  was  to  take  his  part,  he  had  no  assistance.  At 
length  his  only  resource  lay  in  two  men,  who  ought 
naturally  to  have  abandoned  him.  These  were  the 
duke  of  Jagerndorf  in  Silesia, and  the  count  of  Mans- 
feld  in  the  palatines  both  of  them  banished  by  the 
emperor,  whose  favor  they  might  liave  obtained  by 
quilling  the  party  of  Frederick.  Incredible  arc  their 
efforts  in  his  behalf.  Mansfcld  particularly  still 
headed  a  little  army,  which  he  kept  together  in  spite 
of  the  Austrian  power,  and  which  had  no  other  pay 
than  the  art  of  Nfansfeld  supplied  them  with,  who 
made  war  like  a  very  partisan;  the  art  of  doing 
which  was  quite  well  known  in  those  times,  wherein 
it  was  rare  to  sec  very  large  armies  subsisting  for  a 
long  time,  and  wherein  a  resolute  leader  might  main- 
tain himself  for  some  time  nodcr  ihc  favor  of  intcs- 
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Hk  pcinee  ol  Oraacc  a»d  Ifae  Uuled  Pn>vit]<:cs, 
«fao  were  »  «ar  with  dK  SpMriards  in  ttie  Low 
CuM<iit5.  bdng^  obl%ed  to  tnni  all  their  {orce 
f^fc—*  Aem,  woe  not  atde  to  afford  the  palatine 
ai^  effeetual  ■■liiilimi  "Hh  party  was  cntsbcd; 
ootwithstandiDf  which,  it  was  from  tinie  to  time 
able  to  nuke  some  ooosiderable  opposidoci,  and  upon 
the  iligfaMst  occaskm,  sosne  Protestant  prince  was 
fomd  readjr  to  ann  in  iti  favor.  The  land^^ve 
of  Hesse-Cassd  had  a  disptttc  about  some  land  with 
the  Undgrarc  of  Darmstadt,  and  being  piqued 
against  the  emperor,  who  favored  his  competitor,  he 
siq>ported  as  mttch  as  possible  the  elector  palatine. 
The  margrave  of  Baden-Durlach  joined  Mansfeld, 
and  all  the  Protcittant  princes  in  general,  fearing 
that  they  should  soon  be  forced  to  make  restitution 
of  the  ecclesiastical  possessions,  appear  disposed  to 
take  arms:  whence  he  has  hopes  of  being  seconded 
by  some  powers. 

162a  —  It  is  the  duke  of  Bavaria's  lot  again  to 
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conlribulc  to  the  happiness  uf  FerJinand.  His  gen- 
erals and  his  troops  complete  the  ruin  of  the  palatine, 
his  cousin's  party.  Tilly,  the  Bavarian  general, 
afterwards  one  of  the  emperor's  best  generals,  totally 
defeats,  near  Aschaffenburg,  the  prince  of  Bruns- 
wick, sumamed  very  properly,  "  The  Enemy  of  Ihc 
Priests,"  who  was  returning  from  plundering  the 
abbey  of  Fulda,  and  all  the  ecclesiastical  states  of 
tliat  part  of  Germany. 

MansfcM  was  the  only  person  left  who  could 
defend  the  palatinate,  and  he  was  capable  of  doing  it, 
being  at  the  head  of  a  small  army,  which  joined  with 
the  remainder  of  Brunswick's  forces,  amounted  to 
about  ten  thousand  meti.  Mansfeld  was  a  very 
extraordinary  man.  Me  was  bastard  to  a  count  of 
thai  name ;  he  had  no  fortune  but  his  courage  and 
abilities,  but  was  privately  assisted  by  the  prince  of 
Orange  and  the  rrotcstants,  and  foimd  himself  gen- 
eral of  an  army,  which  was  entirely  his  own. 

The  unhappy  palatine  was  weak  enough,  being 
very  ill  advised,  to  renounce  bis  succor,  in  hope 
that  he  might  obtain  from  the  emperor  favorable 
conditions,  which  it  was  impossible  to  do  without 
force.  He  himself  obliged  Mansfeld  and  Brunswick 
to  abandon  htm.  These  two  wandering  chiefs  pass 
into  Lorraine  and  Alsace,  and  search  out  new  coun- 
tries to  ravage.  All  the  arrangement  that  Ferdinand 
III.  now  makes  with  the  elector  palatine  is  to  send  the 
victorious  Tilly  to  take  Heidelberg.  Mannheim,  and 
the  rest  of  the  country ;  in  short,  all  that  belongs  to 
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ithe  Lotheran  nunisicn 
from  f^apx.  aai  sfcots  19  tfadr  drarcbcs.  He  ptcs 
die  adnnbtnika  of  ^  unittiMlj  of  Pragne  to  the 
Jcndn.  There  b  nodiiue  ooold  now  iniemyt  the 
pcofperity  of  tbe  nnperor  bw  Hungary.  He  foOy 
qMifaau  tbe  peace  with  BetliIen-<!Ubor,  adtnowl- 
ed^ing'  him  sore  feign  of  Traxtsvtvania,  and  cedtog 
to  htm  sc%-cn  coantries,  containing  fifty  leagues,  bor- 
dering tipoQ  the  frontiers  of  bis  terntories.  The  rest 
of  Htmgary,  which  bad  kmg  been  an  nmnteriupted 
scene  of  destnictiTe  war,  was  at  present  of  not  the 
least  service  to  tbe  house  of  Austria,  except  that 
it  still  continued  to  be  the  bulwark  of  the  Austrian 
states. 

1623  —  The  emperor,  being  established  in  Ger- 
many, assembles  a  diet  at  Rattsbon.  in  which  be 
declares  that  the  elector  palatine  being  guilty  of 
high  treason,  had  forfeited  his  estates,  dignities,  and 
possessions  to  the  imperial  crown :  but  that  not 
inclining  to  lessen  the  number  of  electors,  be  wills, 
commands,  and  ap{>oints,  tliat  ^laximilian,  duke  of 
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Bavaria,  be  in  this  diet  invested  with  the  palatio- 
ate.  This  was  speaking  like  a  master.  The  Catholic 
princes  in  everything  give  way  to  the  emperor's  will. 
The  Protestants  make  some  public  remonstrances. 
The  elector  of  Brandenburg,  the  dukes  of  Bruns- 
wick, Holstcin,  and  Mecklenburg,  together  with  the 
towns  of  Bremen,  Hamburg,  Liibeck.  and  others, 
reiww  the  Evangelical  League.  They  are  joined  by 
the  king  of  Denmark ;  but  this  league  being  only 
defensive,  left  the  emperor  at  full  liberty  to  act  as  he 
pleased. 

On  February  25,  Ferdinand,  upon  his  throne, 
invests  liie  duke  uf  Bavaria  with  the  palatinate,  the 
vice-chancellor  saying  in  these  words  expressly: 
"  the  emperor  out  of  the  fulness  of  his  power  con- 
fers on  him  this  dignity." 

Tlic  territories  of  the  elector  palatine  were  not 
by  this  investiture  given  to  the  duke  of  Bavaria. 
This  was  an  important  article,  which  gave  rise  to 
many  great  difficulties. 

John  George  of  Holienzollcm,  the  eldest  of  the 
house  of  Brandenburg,  is  in  this  Diet  made  a  prince 
of  the  empire.  Rrimswick,  the  enemy  of  the  priests, 
and  the  famous  general.  Mansfeld.  secretly  sup- 
ported by  (he  Protestant  princes,  make  their  appear- 
ance again  in  Germany.  Brunswick  establishes 
himself  in  Lower  Saxony,  and  afterwards  in  West- 

kphalia.  Count  of  Tilly  vanquishes  and  disperses  his 
army.  Mansfeld  still  remains  immovable  and  invin- 
cible. This  was  the  only  support  wluch  now  remained 
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tu  the  palatine,  a  support  that  could  not 
hitn  to  his  dominions. 

1624  —  Ilie  Proteitant  leaeue  still  concealed  a 
Aamc,  which  was  ready  to  break  out  against  the 
emperor.  James  I.,  king  q£  England,  not  being  able 
to  obtain  anything  by  negotiation  in  favor  of 
son-in-law,  joins  the  league  in  Lower  Saxony, 
which  Christian  iV.,  king  of  Denmark,  was 
declared  chief;  but  this  was  not  the  chief  who  was 
yet  to  make  head  against  the  fortune  of  Ferdi- 
nand II. 

Tlie  king  of  England  furnishes  money,  Chrisban 
IV.,  king  of  Denmark,  finds  troops.  The  fanxws 
Mansfeld  increases  his  little  army,  and  they  prepare 
for  war. 

1635  —  At  length  the  king  of  England  having 
resolved  efficaciously  to  support  his  kinsman,  and 
to  declare  against  the  house  of  Austria,  deprives 
his  confederates  of  the  powerful  assistance  he 
might  have  given  them,  by  dying  tn  the  month  of 
March. 

It  was  but  part  of  the  Evangelical  union  that  had 
raised  the  standard.  Lower  Saxony  was  the  seat  of 
war.  ^H 

1636^  The  emperor's  two  great  generals,  Tilljr^^ 
and  Wallenstcin,  slop  the  progress  of  the  king  of 
Denmark  and  his  confederates.  Tilly  defeats  the 
king  of  Denmark  in  a  pitched  battle  near  Mortlietni, 
in  the  Bnmswick  territories.  This  victory  seems  10 
deprive  the  palatine  of  every  resource.    Mansfeld, 
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who  never  lost  his  courage,  transplants  the  war,  and 
goes  by  Brandenburg',  Silesia,  an<l  Moravia,  to 
attack  tlie  emperor  in  Hungary.  Bcthlcn-Gabor. 
with  wbooi  the  emperor  liad  not  kept  all  his  engage* 
ments,  takes  up  arms  and  joins  Mansfeld  with  ten 
thousand  men.  He  armed  the  Turks,  who  were  still 
masters  of  Buda;  but  this  great  and  bold  project  is 
dissipated,  without  costing  Ferdinand  much  trouble. 
Mansfeld's  army  is  destroyed  by  distempers:  he 
dies  himself  of  the  contagion,  in  the  flower  of  his 
age,  exhorting  the  remainder  of  his  soldiers,  even  in 
the  hour  of  death,  to  sacrifice  their  lives  for  the  Ger- 
manic liberty. 

A  prince  of  Bmnswick,  the  other  support  of  the 
elector  palatine,  died  some  short  time  before.  That 
fortune  which  deprived  the  palatine  of  every  hope, 
befriended  Ferdinand  in  all  things.  He  procures  his 
Bon,  Ferdinand  Ernest,  to  be  elected  king  of  Hun- 
gry. In  vain  would  Rethlen-Gahor  maintain  his 
rights  to  that  kingdom;  the  Turks  could  give  him 
no  assistance,  as  it  was  during  the  minority  of  Amu- 
rath  IV.  In  truth  he  ravaged  Styria ;  but  Wallen- 
fitcin  repulsed  him,  as  he  had  repulsed  the  Danes.  At 
length  the  emperor,  as  happy  in  his  ministers  as  in 
his  generals,  controls  Bcthlcn-Gabor  by  a  treaty,  in 
which  Transylvania  and  the  seven  adjacent  coun- 
ties remain  to  him  during  life,  after  which  the  whole 
is  to  fall  to  the  house  of  Austria. 

1637  —  Everything    succeeds     with     Ferdinand, 

without  his  taking  any  other  steps  than  wishing  or 
Vol.  33— ao 


3o6 


AnnaJs  of  che  Empire, 


commaiidiag.  Count  Ttlly  pursu«  the  king  of  Den- 
mark  and  his  confederates.  That  king  retires  lo  bis 
own  dominions.  The  dukes  of  Holstein  and  o( 
UrunswJck  are  disarmed  aliooM  as  soon  as  armed. 
The  elector  of  Bramlcnburg-.  who  was  the  ooljr 
person  that  allowed  his  subjects  to  cnUst  in  the 
service  of  Denmark,  recalls  thetn,  and  breaks  die 
tmily.  The  count  of  Tilly,  and  Wallenstein,  now 
become  duke  of  Fricdland,  permit  their  victoriow 
troops  to  live  everywhere  at  discretion. 

I'erdinand.  imiting'  the  interests  of  religion 
politics,  intends  taking  the  bishopric  of  Halberstadt 
fruni  the  house  of  Brunswick,  and  the  archbtsboprks 
of  Magdeburg  and  Bremen  out  of  the  hands  of  Sax- 
ony.  in  order  to  confer  tbem,  together  with  several 
abbeys,  on  one  of  his  sons.  He  had  caused  his  ma, 
Ferdinand  Ernest,  to  be  elected  kitig  of  Hungary, 
and  had  him  crowned  king  of  Bohemia  without 
atiy  etectkm ;  (or  the  Hungarians,  neighbors  of  the 
Turks  and  of  Beihlen-Gabor.  were  to  be  soothed: 
but  Bohemia  was  looked  upon  as  conquered. 

i6ie  —  Ferdinind  at  length  enjoys  abaoltiie 
Mlliortly.  The  Pftitcstaot  princes  and  Qtristtan 
IV.,  kioe  of  DenmaTk.  address  tbcoisehrcs  aecretly 
to  the  Frendi  minwtry.  because  Cardinal  dr  Richeltcn 
bcgvi  to  be  GCtranehr  respectable  all  over  Eoropr. 
They  witb  reasoo  Hatter  tbemsrlns  that  the  Cardi- 
ol wtw  wanted  to  CTwh  the  Pnxcttants  in  France, 
wqkM  sapfton  than  ia  Genoany.  Cardinal  RkteBes 
■naey  to  be  seat  id  the  king  of  Deoraaifc, 
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and  encourages  the  Protestant  princes.  The  Danes 
march  towards  the  Elbe;  but  the  Protestant  league, 
affrighted,  dares  not  openly  declare  itself  against  the 
emperor:  nor  t»  his  happiness  as  yet  interrupted. 
He  proscribes  llie  duke  of  Mecklenburg,  whom  the 
Danes  had  obliged  to  declare  for  them,  and  gives 
his  duchy  to  Wallenstein. 

1629  —  The  king  of  Denmark,  always  unfortu* 
nate,  is  obliged  to  make  pcaee  in  the  month  of  Jure. 
Never  had  Ferdinand  more  power,  nor  did  he  make  a 
better  use  of  it. 

Christian  IV.,  who  had  a  dispute  with  the  duke  of 
Holstcin,  ravages  the  ducliy  of  Schleswig  with  bis 
troops,  which  no  longer  serve  against  Ferdinand. 
The  court  of  Vienna  sends  him  admonitory  letters, 
as  to  a  member  of  the  empire,  requiring  him  to  evac- 
uate Schleswig.  The  king  of  Denmark  answers  that 
this  duchy  never  was  an  imperial  fief,  like  that  of 
Holstein.  The  court  of  \'ienna  replies  that  the  king- 
dom of  Denmark  itself  was  a  6cf  of  the  empire.  Tbe 
king  is  at  length  obliged  to  conform  to  the  emperor's 
will.  It  was  scarcely  possible  for  the  pretensions  of 
the  empire  upon  the  North  to  be  supported  with  more 
dignity. 

The  empire,  ever  since  the  time  of  Charles  V.,  had 
till  now  appeared  entirely  detached  from  Italy.  The 
death  of  the  duke  of  Mantua,  marquis  of  Montfer- 
rat,  revived  the  rights  which  they  had  formerly 
exnled.  This  duke  of  Mantua,  called  Vincent  II., 
died  without  issue.    His  kinsman.  Charles  de  Gon- 
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zaga,  duke  dc  Nevers,  claims  the  succession  in  vir- 
tue of  some  nuitniiioiiial  contracts.  His  relative, 
Cicsar  Gonzaga,  duke  de  Guastalla,  fiad  received  tbc 
eventual  investiture  of  it  from  tlic  emperor. 

The  duke  of  Savoy,  a  third  pretender,  would  have 
excluded  the  two  others,  and  the  king  of  Spain 
would  have  excluded  all  three.  The  duke  of  Nevers 
was  already  in  possession,  and  had  caused  himself  to 
be  acknowledges!  duke  of  Mantua;  but  the  king  oj 
Spain  and  the  duke  of  Savoy  unite  to  scUe  on  all 
they  could  conveniently  in  Montferrat. 

The  emperor,  for  the  first  time,  exerts  his  autbor- 
it>'  in  Italy;  he  sends  Count  Nassau  ba  an  imperial 
commissary  to  put  in  sequestration  Mantua  and 
Montferrat  while  the  process  is  adjudged  at  Vienna. 

Proceedings  of  this  sort  had  not  been  heard  of 
in  Italy  these  sixty  years.  It  was  very  visible  thai 
the  emperor  iotended  at  one  and  the  same  time  to 
support  the  ancient  rights  of  the  empire,  and  to 
enrich  the  Spanish  branch  of  Austria  with  these 
spoils.  The  ministry  of  France,  who  watched  every 
opportunity  of  limiting  the  Austrian  power,  assists 
tlie  duke  of  Mantua.  It  had  already  intermeddled 
with  the  affairs  of  the  Valtclline,  and  hindered  the 
Spanish  branch  of  Austria  from  seizing  upon  that 
countrj",  whereby  a  communication  might  have  been 
opened  between  Tyrol  and  the  Milanese,  and  the 
two  branches  of  Austria  rejoined  by  the  Alps,  as 
they  were  already  on  the  Rhine  by  the  Low  CouD* 
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tries.  With  these  views  Cardinal  dc  Richelieu  sided 
with  the  duke  of  Mantua. 

The  Venetians,  who  were  the  nearest  and  most 
exiJosed.  send  into  Mantua  an  amiy  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand men.  The  cinperor  declares  all  such  vassals 
of  the  empire  in  Italy  as  take  part  with  the  duke  to 
be  rebels.  Pope  Urban  VIH.  is  obliged  to  favor 
these  decrees.  The  popedom  was  at  that  time 
dcpenrlent  on  the  house  n(  Austria,  and  Ferdinand, 
who  saw  himself  by  the  imperial  dignity  at  the  head 
of  that  house,  was  looked  upon  to  be  the  most  pow- 
erful prince  in  Europe. 

The  German  troops,  assisted  by  some  Spanish 
regiments,  take  Mantua  by  assault,  and  the  town  is 
delivered  up  to  be  pillaged. 

Ferdinand,  everywhere  successful,  imagines  at 
length  the  time  was  come  to  make  (he  imperial 
dignity  despotic  and  the  Catholic  religion  imiversal. 
He  orders,  by  edict  of  his  council,  that  the  Protes- 
tants should  restore  all  the  ecclesiastical  benefices  of 
which  they  had  stood  possessed  since  the  time  of  the 
treaty  of  Passau,  signed  by  Charles  V.  This  was 
giving  the  greatest  blow  to  the  Protestant  party; 
for  the  archbishoprics  of  Magdeburg  and  Bremen, 
the  bishoprics  of  Brandenburg,  Lebus,  Camin,  Hav- 
elberg,  Lubeck,  Meissen,  Naumburg,  Merscburg, 
Schwerin,  Minden,  Verden,  Halberstadt,  and  a 
crowd  of  benefices,  must  now  be  gi^'en  up.  There 
was  not  one  prince,  either  Lutheran  or  Calvinism 
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who  did  not  stand  poss«s$«<l  of  «oni«  ccclesiastiol 
substance. 

The  Fromtants  have  now  no  loager  any  measures 
lo  keep.  Tlic  elector  of  Saxony  whom  the  hope  of 
one  day  possessing  Clcves  aac]  Juliers  had  so  long 
restrained,  at  length  breaks  out.  These  hopes  had 
been  weakened,  inasmuch  as  the  elector  of  Brandeo- 
hutg  and  the  duke  of  Neuburg  were  agreed  amoi^ 
tlMraselves,  Clevea  being  peaceably  enjoyed  by  the 
first,  and  Julicrs  by  the  second,  without  any  dis- 
turbance from  the  emperor  Thus  the  duke  of  Sax- 
ony sees  these  proviiKcs  lost  to  him,  and  Magde- 
burg', with  the  revenue  of  sevcfal  bishoprics,  goJng 
to  be  taken  ffxnn  him. 

The  emperor  had  at  this  time  near  one  hundr 
and  fifty  ibouiutnd  men  in  arms :  the  Catholic  league 
bad  about  thirty-  thousand.  The  two  houses  of  Aus* 
tria  were  closely  united.  The  pope  and  all  the 
Catholic  states  encourage  the  emperor  in  his  project 
France  dared  not  as  yet  openly  cross  him ;  nor  was 
there  any  power  in  Europe  that  seemed  in  a  condi- 
lion  to  oppose  him.  The  duke  of  Wallenstein.  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  army,  began  to  put  in  execution 
'  the  emperor's  edict  in  Suabia  and  the  duchy  of  Wih'- 
lembcrg ;  but  the  Catholic  chnrches  gained  very  lit- 
tle by  these  restitutions.  Much  was  taken  from  the 
Protestants :  the  officers  of  Wallenstein  were  en- 
riched, and  the  troops  li\-cd  at  the  expense  of  both 
parties,  who  equally  complained. 

1630  —  Ferdinand   sees    himself   exactly   to    the 
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same  circumstances  that  Charles  V.  had  been  at  the 
league  of  SmalcalH.  All  the  primrcs  of  the  empire 
were  either  to  submit  or  he  was  to  be  overcome. 
The  elector  of  Saxony  now  repents  that  he  had 
assisted  in  oppressinf;  the  palatine:  and  it  was  he 
who,  conjointly  with  other  IVotcstant  princes, 
secretly  cnf!:agcd  Gustavus  Adolphus,  king  of  Swe- 
den, to  come  into  Germany,  in  lien  of  the  king'  of 
Dcnmarlc,  whose  assistance  had  been  so  very  use- 
less. 

The  elector  of  B;6;aria  was  never  more  attached 
to  the  emperor  than  now.  He  had  always  a  mind 
to  command  the  imperial  armies,  thereby  to  keep  the 
MTiperor  as  it  were  dependent  upon  him.  In  fine,  \k 
aspires  to  being  clioscn  king'  of  the  Honians,  and 
treats  secretly  with  France,  while  F*rotc5lants  call 
in  the  king  of  Sweden. 

Ferdinand  a.';semfales  a  diet  at  Raiisbon.  His 
design  was  to  have  his  son.  Ferdinand  Ernest, 
elected  king  of  the  Romans;  he  also  designed  to 
engage  the  empire  to  second  him  against  Gustat-us 
Adolphus.  in  case  that  king  should  enter  Gernuny; 
and  against  France,  should  it  continue  to  protect 
the  duke  of  Mantua  in  opposition  to  him;  but.  in 
spile  of  all  his  power,  he  finds  the  electors  so  little 
inclined  to  ser*'c  him.  that  lie  dares  not  even  propose 
the  election  of  his  son. 

The  electors  of  Saxony  and  of  Brandenburg  were 
not  personally  present  at  this  assembly,  bat  their 
grievances  were  made  known  by  their  deputies.    The 
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elector  of  Bavaria  was  the  first  to  say  that  "  it  was 
impossible  to  deliberate  freely  in  a  diet,  so  long  as 
the  emperor  had  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  men  on  foot."  The  ecclesiastical  electors 
and  bishops  who  were  present  pressed  the  restitution 
of  the  ecclesiastical  effects.  This  project  could  not 
be  put  into  execution  without  the  support  of  an 
army,  and  the  army  could  not  be  supported  but  at 
the  expense  of  the  empire,  which  gnmibled  at  it 
The  elector  of  Bavaria,  who  wanted  to  command  it, 
insists  upon  Ferdinand's  dismissing  the  duke  Wal- 
lenstein.  Ferdinand  might  have  assumed  the  com- 
mand himself,  and  by  so  doing  deprived  the  elector 
of  Bavaria  of  all  pretext.  But  he  does  not  take  90 
glorious  a  step.  He  deprives  Wallenstein  of  the 
command  and  gives  it  to  Tilly;  by  these  means 
entirely  losing  the  Bavarian.  In  short,  he  has  sol- 
diers, but  no  friends. 

The  power  of  Ferdinand,  which  made  the  states  of 
Germany  fear  their  approaching  loss,  gives  uneasi- 
ness to  France,  Venice,  and  even  to  the  pope.  Car- 
dinal Richelieu  now  treats  with  the  emperor  about 
Mantua;  but  he  breaks  the  treaty,  when  informed 
that  Gustavus  Adolphus  prepares  to  enter  Germany. 
He  then  negotiates  with  that  monarch:  England 
and  the  United  Provinces  do  the  same.  The  elector 
palatine,  who  a  little  before  had  been  forsaken  by  all 
the  world,  finds  himself  suddenly  on  the  point  of 
being  assisted  by  all  these  powers.     The  king  of 


Denmark,  weakened  by  his  preceding  losses,  and 
jealous  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  remains  inactive. 

Gusuvus  at  length  quits  Sweden  on  June  13, 
embarking  with  thirty  thousand  men;  he  lands  in 
Pomerania;  he  already  claims  this  province,  either 
in  the  whole  or  in  part,  to  reward  his  expedition. 
Tlie  duke  of  Pomerania,  who  now  reigned,  had  no 
children :  his  dominions,  by  the  law  of  consanguin- 
ity, should  have  devolved  to  the  elector  of  Branden- 
burg. Gustavus  stipulates  that,  on  the  death  of  this 
duke,  he  is  to  hold  the  province  in  sequestration, 
tintil  he  shall  be  reimbursed  the  expenses  of  the 
war. 

1631 — Cardinal  dc  Richelieu  does  not  conclude 
the  alliance  between  France  and  Gustavus  until 
that  king's  arrival  in  Pomerania,  which  only  costs 
France  three  hundred  thousand  llvres.  paid  down, 
and  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  livres  a  year. 
This  was  one  of  the  most  ingenious  treaties  which 
had  ever  been  made.  A  neutrality  for  the  elector 
of  Bavaria,  who  might  have  been  the  greatest  sup- 
port of  the  emperor,  was  therein  stipulated,  as  also 
that  of  the  princes  of  the  Catholic  league,  who  were 
not  to  assist  the  emperor  against  the  Swedes ;  and 
care  was  taken  at  (he  same  time  to  make  Gustavus 
promise  to  preserve  all  the  rights  of  the  Roman 
Church  in  every  place  where  he  should  find  tliat 
religion  existing.  By  these  means,  the  making  this 
a  war  of  religion  was  avoided,  and  the  Catholics  of 
Germany  themselves  were  furnished  with  a  specious 
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pretext  for  not  assisting  the  emperor.     This  Icagnr] 
was  signed  at  Brandcnlnirg.  January  33. 

The  Protcsiam  states  gained  new  courage  Thcjr 
2&&enible  ai  Leipsic,  where  they  resolve  lo  present 
their  most  humble  remonstrances  to  Ferdinand,  and 
to  su]>port  tlicir  petition  with  forty  thousand  men  for 
the  estabhshmcnt  of  peace  tn  the  empire.  GnsEtavus 
still  augments  his  army  as  he  advances :  he  comes 
to  Frankfort  upon  the  Oder,  yet  cannot  preveut 
Genera]  Tilly  from  taking  Magdeburg  by  assault  on 
May  20.  The  town  is  reduced  to  ashes:  the  inhabit- 
ants are  destroyed  by  fire  and  sword:  a  horrible 
event!  but  now  almost  swallowed  up  in  the  crowd 
of  calamities  which  peq)lexed  these  times.  Tilly, 
being  master  of  the  E)Ik.  imagintrs  he  shall  be  able 
to  prevent  the  king  of  Sweden  from  advancing-  any 
farther. 

The  emperor  at  length  having  accommodated  all 
differences  with  T-'rance  on  account  of  the  duke  of 
Mantua,  recalls  his  troops  from  Italy;  the  superi- 
ority was  still  entirely  on  his  side.  The  elector  of 
Saxony,  who  had  been  the  Brst  to  call  in  Gustavus 
Adolphiis.  is  at  this  lime  extremely  embarrassed; 
and  the  elector  of  Rrandcnburg,  finding  himself 
equally  in  power  to  the  imperial  and  Swedish  armies, 
continues  very  irresolute. 

Gustavus  obliges  the  elector  of  Brandenburg  to 
join  him.  sword  in  hand :  the  elector  George  Will- 
iam delivers  to  him  the  fortress  of  Spandau,  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  war ;   secures  all  the  passes 
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for  bim.  ant]  allows  him  to  recruit  in  Braniienburg, 
pleading  to  the  cnipcror.  with  whom  he  keeps  fair, 
constraint,  as  an  excuse  (or  his  conduct. 

The  elector  of  Saxony  gives  tlie  command  of  his 
own  troops  to  Gustavus.  The  king  of  Sweden 
advances  towards  Leipsic.  Tilly  arrives  before  him, 
and  the  elector  of  Saxony  within  a  league  of  the 
town.  Each  of  their  armies  consisted  of  about 
thirty  thousand  fighting  men.  The  Saxon  troops, 
having  been  newly  levied,  make  no  manner  of  resist- 
ance, and  tlie  elector  of  Saxony  is  forced  to  share 
their  fliglit.  This  misfortune  is  repaired  by  the 
'  Swedish  discipUnc.  Gustavus  begins  to  make  war 
iii  a  new  manner.  He  had  accastomed  his  army 
to  order  and  to  a  sort  of  exercise  that  never  had 
been  known  before,  in  consequence  of  which  Tilly, 
thougli  looked  upon  to  be  one  of  the  best  generab 
in  Europe,  was  completely  overthrown  in  a  pitched 
battle  fought  on  September  17. 

The  conqueror  pursues  the  Inipcnalists  into 
Franconia :  all  places  submit  to  him  from  the  Elbe 
to  the  Rhine,  while  ihe  elector  of  Saxony  retires  into 
Bohemia  and  Silesia.  Gustavus  suddenly  re-estab- 
lishes the  duke  of  Mecklenburg  in  his  dominions,  to 
the  surprise  of  Germany ;  and,  after  taking  Mcntz, 
hastens  into  the  palatinate. 

The  deposed  elector  palatine  searches  out  his  pro- 
tector in  order  to  fight  in  his  army.  The  Swedes 
penetrate  as  far  as  Alsace.  The  elector  of  Saxony, 
on  liis  side,  makes  himself  master  of  tlie  capital  of 
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Bohemia,  and  conquers  Lusatia.  Alt  the  Protestant 
party  is  in  amis  in  Germany,  and  reaps  the  advan- 
tages of  Gustams's  victories.  Tilly  with  the  remaim 
of  his  army  continues  in  Westphalia,  where  he  is 
reinforced  by  some  troops  from  (he  dtike  of  Lor- 
raine; but  he  takes  no  step  towards  oppo«ing  stKh 
rapid  prt^reu. 

The  ctiiperor,  fallen  in  less  than  a  year  from  tliat 
height  of  grandeur  in  which  Ik  had  appeared  so 
formidable,  is  obliged  at  last  to  restore  tlK  commaiul 
of  his  troops  to  that  duke  of  Waltenstein  whom  he 
had  deprived  of  it.  with  a  more  absolute  power  than 
ever  had  been  given  tn  any  general.  Wallenstein 
accepts  the  charge ;  and  there  are  only  a  few  troops 
left  to  Tilly,  to  enable  him  at  lea&t  to  act  on  the 
defensive.  The  protection  which  the  king  of  Swe- 
den gave  to  the  elector  palatine,  in  truth  made  the 
elector  of  Bavaria  join  the  emperor,  and  he 
approaches  Ferdinand  in  these  critical  times,  rather 
like  a  prince  with  whom  he  would  choose  to  keep 
fair,  than  a  friend  whom  he  came  to  assist 

The  emperor  had  no  longer  wherewith  to  main- 
tain those  niinterous  armies  that  had  rendered  him 
«o  formidable.  They  had,  before  the  battle  of  I-eip- 
tic,  subsisted  at  the  expense  of  the  Catholic  and 
Protestant  states,  since  which  time  they  were 
deprived  of  these  resources.  To  form,  to  recruit, 
and  to  keep  the  army  on  foot  as  well  as  possible,  all 
lay  upon  Wallenstein. 

Ferdinand  is  at  this  time  reduced  to  ask  bodi 
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men  and  money  from  Pope  Urban  VIII.  and  they 
are  both  refused  him.  He  endeavored  to  engage 
the  court  of  Rome  to  publish  a  crusade  against  Gus- 
tavus,  and  his  holtnew  promises  a  jubilee  instead 
of  a  crusade. 


[Supplementary  pages  are  appended  to  the  vc^ume, 
"  The  War  of  1741."] 


w^ 

i 

.V 


i 


